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freedom  of  gender  expression.  Crossing  social,  economic,  political,  and  philosophi- 
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port organizations  ranging  from  informal  support  groups  to  non-profit  organiza- 
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To  monitor  legislation  that  affects  the  TG  community; 
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TG  community. 

IFGE  services  include: 

Mailings  of  event  and  product  information  gratis  for  other  non-profit  groups 
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DearGianna: 


Gianna  E.  Israel 


During  the  past 
several  years  I 
have  received  a 
variety  of  letters  from 
crossdressers. 
I am  using  this 
issue's  column  to  high- 
light their  questions. 

Particularly  since 
recently  I have  come 
across  a number  of 
closeted  individuals  who 
feel  lost  in  the  visibly 
growing  transgender 
community.  Many  indi- 
viduals are  unable  to 
come  out  and  have  con- 
cerns which  should  not 
be  overlooked. 


Questions  About 
Crossdressing 


Dear  Gianna: 

Hello,  I am  writing  because  I 
feel  hopelessly  trapped  in  a self-destruc- 
tive cycle  of  having  intense,  obsessive  de- 
sires to  crossdress.  After  I crossdress  I 
feel  relief,  followed  by  deep  regret.  Some- 
times I can  go  for  months  without  cross- 
dressing and  then  suddenly  the  need  re- 
turns. When  this  happens  I cannot  get  it 
out  of  my  mind  until  I crossdress.  Is  there 
any  way  I can  stop  these  desires  completely 
without  destroying  myself ? 

Jonnie  L. 

Los  Angeles  CA 


Dear  Jonnie: 

Although  crossdressing  needs  cannot 
simply  disappear  or  be  cured,  feelings  of  guilt 
and  shame  can  be  resolved.  Also,  it  is  possible  to 
deal  with  an  individual's  fears  of  being  discov- 
ered. This  can  be  done  by  balancing  the  desire  to 
crossdress  and  taking  responsibility  for  one's 
needs  or  actions.  Admittedly  this  is  no  easy  task, 
however  it  is  realistically  possible  for  those  who 
wish  to  stop  living  with  recurring  pain  and  who 
are  brave  enough  to  search  for  resources  which 
address  their  needs. 

Crossdressers  can  talk  with  other 
crossdressers  in  support  groups,  as  well  as  with 
gender-specializing  counselors,  about  these  feel- 
ings and  locate  local  resources.  It  is  also  helpful 
to  talk  about  “coming  out”  experiences  that  oth- 
ers have  had  in  order  to  assess  your  own  situa- 
tion. This  is  particularly  so  within  relationships 
where  it  is  not  possible  to  share  every  aspect 
about  yourself,  including  both  friends  and  fam- 
ily. And,  in  preparation,  should  you  get  "caught," 
you  can  consider  saying  that  you  did  not  know 
how  to  discuss  the  issue,  or  that  you  didn't  feel 
disclosure  was  relevant  to  the  relationship. 

Recently  I provided  consultation  to  a 
CD  living  in  the  midwest  who  is  about  50  years 
of  age.  This  individual  had  no  idea  CDs  today 
have  so  many  resources.  In  fact,  the  individual 
was  unaware  that  throughout  the  country  CDs 
meet  in  support  groups,  social  clubs,  even 
churches.  He  also  thought  that  Virginia  Prince 
was  the  only  CD  who  was  out  of  the  closet. 

Today,  although  times  have  changed. 


there  are  also  many  CDs  who  are  unaware  that 
having  crossdressing  needs  is  not  a psychologi- 
cal disorder.  It  is  part  of  human  diversity,  and 
is  becoming  more  socially  acceptable  and  toler- 
ated. As  a result,  no  time  has  been  better  to  get 
out,  meet  others  in  a safe  location  and  enjoy 
your  special  self.  If  you  cannot  come  out  of  the 
closet,  at  least  do  some  research  and  locate  oth- 
ers in  your  area  with  whom  you  can  meet  pri- 
vately. 

Dear  Gianna: 

Six  years  ago,  my  wife  discovered  I 
crossdress.  It  came  as  quite  a shock  to  her  after 
10 years  of  marriage.  She  told  me  that  she  would 
leave  me  if  I ever  left  the  house  crossdressed.  Since 
discovering  my  crossdressing  she  has  stopped 
treating  me  like  a man.  Whenever  we  argue  she 
always  brings  the  subject  up,  arid  refers  to  me  as 
a sick,  disgusting  pervert.  My  question  to  you  is, 
will  crossdressing  end  my  marriage ? Even  though 
we  have  our  problems,  I love  my  wife  and  would 
hate  to  lose  her. 

Tom  X. 

Baton  Rouge  LA 


Dear  Tom: 

Crossdressing  is  rarely  the  sole  factor 
which  ends  marriages.  Abuse,  miscommuni- 
cation,  mistrust  and  disrespect  are  the  factors 
which  most  frequently  end  marriages  or  make 
relationships  miserable.  Crossdressing  is  a very 
personal  need  which  stems  from  one's  gender 
and  self-identification.  Unfortunately,  this  fact 
is  not  always  appreciated  by  a partner.  Regard- 
less, just  because  one  partner  does  not  have 
transgender  needs  or  finds  crossdressing  dis- 
agreeable, this  should  not  stop  the  other  part- 
ner from  fulfilling  their  needs  in  a manner 
which  does  not  directly  affect  the  relationship. 
Often  setting  up  a situation  where  one 
crossdresses,  although  the  other  partner 
doesn't  like  it,  requires  mutual  limits  and  com- 
munication. Sometimes,  asking  a counselor  or 
a third-party  to  negotiate  an  agreement  can  be 
helpful. 

Generally  speaking,  incorporating 
crossdressing  into  relationships  can  be  diffi- 

continued  on  page  47 
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I It's  Time  ForYor  Medicine: 


Sheila  Kirk,MD 


The  backbone,  the  muscles  and 
cardiac  function  of  science  is 
research.  Through  research  all 
of  us  live  in  a world  vastly  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  our  parents 
and  on  a planet  tremendously 
different  from  that  of  our  par- 
ents' parents.  Look  at  the  ad- 
vances in  transportation — the 
style,  the  speed  of  automobiles.  Look  at  air 
travel.  At  the  turn  of  the  century  we  could 
fly  only  a few  feet  off  the  ground  in  light 
wood  and  paper  contraptions.  Look  at 
home  and  office  building  construction — 
and  look  at  the  appliances  that  go  into  those 
buildings.  Consider  heating  and  air  cool- 
ing in  those  structures.  Look  at  plastics,  at 
metals,  look  at  cleaning  materials  and  the 
fabrics  we  wear  and  decorate  with.  It's  all 
research.  It's  all  the  results  of  investigative, 
curious  minds  searching,  theorizing,  for- 
mulating, inventing  and  then  fashioning 
the  products  of  imagination  and  intelli- 
gence, into  conveniences  that  benefit  all 
human  kind.  But  not  just  conveniences,  not 
just  goods  and  services  to  make  our  lives 
more  comfortable.  What  of  the  research 
that  brings  us  to  a better  quality  of  life 
because  of  improvement  in  health  and  the 
elimination  of  disease.  What  of  the  research 
that  comes  from  the  branch  of  science 
called  broadly  medicine. 

If  it  were  not  for  insulin,  diabet- 
ics would  die  at  early  ages  and  with  crip- 
pling effects.  If  not  for  antibiotics,  whole 
populations  would  be  wiped  out  by  a single 
bacterium.  If  not  for  vaccines  in  our  lives, 
we  may  not  have  lived  past  childhood.  If 
not  for  investigative  and  pioneering  ad- 
vances in  the  operating  rooms  of  hundreds 

6 Transgender  Tapestry 


TG  Research: 

Unexplored 

Frontiers 


of  hospitals  countrywide,  cardiac  surgery, 
organ  transplantation,  orthopedic  tech- 
niques, nervous  system  surgery,  without 
those  advances  we  would  not  salvage  and 
save,  countless  thousands,  to  live  longer 
and  stronger. 

What  a gift  our  curiosity!  What  a 
prize  our  inventiveness.  What  a glory  our 
minds! 

And  what  questions  are  there  still 
being  asked  and  that  remain  unanswered? 
What  areas  of  research  lay  before  us,  what 
horizons  are  there  for  this  and  future  civi- 
lizations to  cross?  My  friends,  the  ques- 
tions to  be  posed  and  answered  are  count- 
less. We  haven't  nicked  the  surface.  We've 
only  begun  to  “roll." 

Consider  with  me  a project  initi- 
ated about  ten  years  ago.  It's  called  the 
Human  Genome  Project,  an  investigative 
research  effort  to  map  all  the  genes  in  the 
human  body.  Research  Institutions  and 
laboratories  over  the  world  came  together 
to  look  at  the  huge  and  com- 
plex subject  dealing  with  what 
each  and  every  human  being  is 
made  of.  Back  in  the  fifteenth 
century  it  was  mind  boggling 
to  those  dissecting  corpses  that 
the  human  body  contained  ar- 
teries and  veins  to  carry  a liq- 
uid called  blood  through  the 
heart  to  all  the  organs  of  the 
body.  When  first  described,  the 
system  of  blood  vessels  within 
us,  was  a startling  discovery. 

In  the  Human  Genome 
Project,  investigators  who  are 
experts  in  an  incredibly  com- 
plicated science  called  genetics, 
are  looking  at  the  genes  that 
occupy  positions  on  each  and 
every  chromosome  in  the  mil- 
lions upon  millions  of  cells  in 
our  bodies.  Our  tissues,  bone, 
kidneys,  lungs,  brain,  every- 
thing is  composed  of  cells — and 
in  the  nucleus  of  each  one  of 
them  are  our  chromosomes — 
and  on  each  one  are  50,000  to 


100,000  genes.  Think  of  it!  Literally  billions 
of  genes  in  each  of  us,  all  of  them  with  a 
function,  a task,  a job  to  do,  dealing  with 
our  personalities,  our  thinking,  our  body 
function  and  even  states  of  health  and  dis- 
ease. There  are  genes  that  determine  a 
Mozart,  an  Einstein,  a John  Kennedy,  a 
Mahatma  Gandi!  There  are  genes  that  make 
some  of  us  liable  to  elevated  blood  pres- 
sure , to  cholesterol  aberrations,  to  skel- 
etal deformities,  to  breast  and  colon  can- 
cers. There  are  genes  in  all  of  us  that  shape 
our  lives  and  the  levels  of  comfort  or  dis- 
comfort we  live  with.  The  Human  Genome 
Project  is  mapping  the  human,  to  deter- 
mine what  these  genes  do  and  where  they 
are  positioned  on  a chromosome.  They  are 
searching  to  find  what  genes  function 
alone,  what  genes  work  in  concert,  and 
how  they  affect  our  everyday  existence. 

As  you  know,  it  is  very  strongly 
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ssume  that  you  submitted  a 
claim  to  your  health  insurance 
company  related  to  gender  re- 
assignment therapy,  and  the 
insurer  has  refused  to  pay 
it.  Legally,  what  are  your 
options  and  what  are 
your  rights ? 


Insurance  Is  a Matter  of  Private  Contract 

Typically,  the  insurance  plan  or  agreement  through 
which  your  health  care  costs  are  paid  is  a matter  of  private  con- 
tract. In  exchange  for  your  (and/or  your  employer's)  premium 
payments,  the  insurer  agrees  to  pay  certain  expenses  related  to 
the  claims  described  in  the  contract. 

When  your  insurer  denies  a claim,  you  should  look  first 
to  the  insurance  agreement,  which  sets  forth  the  terms  of  the 
contract.  The  insurer  should  cite  a specific  contract  clause  as  its 
reason  for  denying  the  claim.  If  the  insurer  doesn't  do  so,  you 
should  demand  that  it  provide  a citation  supporting  the  denial  of 
benefits. 


Not  Medically  Necessary? 

The  clause  that  insurers  most  often  cite  when  denying 
medical  claims  related  to  gender  reassignment  therapy  is  found 
in  a section  termed  ''non  medically  necessary  expenses,"  or  some- 
thing similar.  That  section  typically  states  that  the  insurer  won't 
pay  for  procedures  that  are  not  medically  necessary,  and  pro- 
vides several  specific  exclusions,  one  of  which  covers  expenses 
related  to  non-reconstructive  surgical  procedures  that  alter  un- 
impaired, undamaged  bodily  organs  or  structures  (in  other  words, 
gender  reassignment  surgery  and  cosmetic  surgery).  Some  poli- 
cies expressly  exclude  coverage  for  gender  reassignment  therapy. 
Of  course,  many  of  us  believe  that  when  gender  reassignment 
therapy  is  involved,  expenses  related  to  non-reconstructive  sur- 
gical procedures  that  alter  unimpaired,  undamaged  bodily  organs 
or  structures  are  medically  necessary.  Belief  alone,  however,  sel- 
dom outweighs  the  written  language  of  a contract. 


Ambiguity 

If  the  applicable  clause  is  sufficiently  "ambiguous,"  you 
may  be  able  to  argue — first  to  the  insurer,  then  to  the  court  or 
other  adjudicative  authority  (depending  upon  the  state  and  how 
it  regulates  insurance  contracts) — that  as  a matter  of  contract 
interpretation,  the  pertinent  clause  was  not  intended  by  the  par- 
ties to  exclude  coverage  of  expenses  related  to  gender  reassign- 
ment therapy.  You  might  try  variants  of  this  approach,  for  ex- 
ample, conceding  that  although  the  clause  apparently  was  in- 
tended to  exclude  coverage  for  surgery,  it  was  not  meant  to  ex- 
clude coverage  for  hormone  therapy  and  psychiatric  monitoring. 
What  you  can  do  depends  on  the  scope  of  the  exclusion  and  the 
particular  language  used.  Look  for  a linchpin  on  which  you  might 
hang  such  an  argument. 

If  the  exclusion  is  "unambiguous,"  you  should  expect  a 
court  or  other  adjudicative  authority  to  rule  that  you  were  on 
notice  of  the  exclusion  when  you  chose  to  enter  into  the  contract 
and  pay  the  premiums  (or  accept  the  job  as  an  incident  to  which 
the  employer  paid  the  premiums),  and  consequently  you  are  bound 
by  it.  Theoretically,  you  could  have  made  a better  bargain  with 
another  insurer  (or  taken  a job  that  offered  better  coverage).  This 
may  not  seem  fair  in  an  era  of  standardized  policy  language  and 
economically  disempowered  transpeople,  but  there  it  is.  The  oc- 
casional sympathetic  judge  might  read  the  exclusion  out  of  the 
contract  as  unreasonable,  but  your  insurer  would  be  right  to  ap- 
peal such  flagrant  judicial  activism:  It  is  not  the  court's  job  to  re- 
write voluntary  contracts. 

Non-Enforcement  on  Public  Policy  Grounds 

Sometimes  contract  clauses  are  declared  unenforceable 
on  public  policy  grounds.  Depending  upon  the  circumstances  and 
the  laws  affecting  your  health  insurance  policy,  it  may  be  pos- 
sible to  argue  that  public  policy  dictates  that  the  exclusion  not 
be  enforced.  In  those  few  states  in  which  transsexualism  is  con- 
sidered a disability  (it  is  not  considered  a disability  under  "fed- 
eral" law),  if  your  insurer  hasn't  removed  the  exclusion  from  its 
policy  you  might  argue  that  the  exclusion  is  unlawfully  discrimi- 
natory and  therefore  should  be  considered  void.  The  insurer  will 
respond  that  it  is  lawful  to  allocate  payment  resources  among 
medical  conditions  depending  upon  cost  and  other  factors.  You 
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"Andy" 

It  occurred  to  me  the  other  day  that , 
although  Transgender  has  probably 
published  many  personal  accounts  of 
M2F  surgeries,  it  has,  so  far  as  I know, 
not  been  graced  by  many  accounts  of 
F2M  surgeries.  To  that  end, 

I decided  to  use  excerpts  from  my 
journal  describing  my  chest 
reconstruction  surgery  (or  top  surgery, 
as  we  like  to  call  it)  as  my  column 
for  this  issue.  I went  to  Dr.  Michael 
Brownstein  in  San  Francisco, 
who  used  the  double  incision  method 
to  create  my  new  chest. 


Sunday,  February  11,  1996,  10:04  AM: 
Had  top  surgery  on  February  6 at  7:30  AM, 
and  I don't  know  if  there  are  words  to  de- 
scribe how  happy  and  relieved  I am  to  be 
free  of  those  damn  tits  - - it's  no  longer  con- 
sidered nudity  for  me  to  take 
my  shirt  off!  I already  felt  like 
a man,  but  I definitely  feel 
more  male  now-  I like  my 
upper  body  so  much  more  that 
it  doesn't  seem  to  matter  as 
much  that  my  plumbing  still 
looks  “wrong."  What  follows 
is  an  account  of  my  top  sur- 
gery: 

*** 

Saturday,  Feb.  3:  The  airline 
put  me  on  an  earlier  flight  to 
SF  to  avoid  snow  delays.  The 
catch  was  that  they  only  had 
enough  meals  for  the  passen- 
gers already  scheduled,  but 
the  nice  Bible-reading  gentle- 
man next  to  me  (who  probably 
would  have  had  a heart  attack 
if  he'd  known  I was  really  a 
gay  tranny  and  not  a nice  frat 
boy)  was  kind  enough  to  of- 
fer me  some  of  his  food. 

*** 

Monday,  Feb.  5:  Saw  Dr. 

Brownstein  for  pre-op  ap- 
pointment. Dad  said  he 
seemed  really  nice.  Wandered 
around  the  Union  Square  area 
trying  to  enjoy  my  last  day  of 
feeling  100%  for  a while.  Had 
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dinner  with  Dad  at  a Mexican  restaurant, 
trying  not  to  think  of  all  my  hopes  and 

dreams  for  the  next  day. 

*** 

Tuesday,  Feb.  6:  Woke  up  at  5AM  and 
took  the  last  shower  I'd  be  allowed  to  take 
for  a while.  I wore  sweat  pants  and  a loose 
flannel  shirt  but  left  my  pants-stuffer  at 
the  hotel.  At  6AM  Dad  and  I took  a cab 
over  to  the  SurgiCenter,  where  they 
checked  me  in  at  6:34AM.  I'll  say  right  now 
that  everyone  who  worked  with  me  was 
unfailingly  respectful  and  nice.  A nurse 
then  took  me  back  into  a room  (I  was  so 
eager  to  go  I nearly  forgot  to  say  good-bye 
to  Dad)  where  he  checked  my  blood  pres- 
sure and  pulse  and  then  left  me  to  change 
into  a cap  (which  I looked  really  silly  in), 
hospital  gown,  and  little  paper  booties  for 
my  feet.  I got  to  keep  my  underwear  on. 

I got  up  onto  a movable  bed,  and 
another  nurse  came  to  check  on  me  and 
insert  my  IV — she  started  a preliminary 
drip  of  sugar  water  which  she  said  was  my 
breakfast  (it  was  delicious).  Then  the  anes- 
thesiologist came  in  to  ask  questions.  “Do 
you  ever  have  motion  sickness?"  he  asked. 


"Only  when  my  mom  drives,"  I answered. 
"Do  you  know  what  you're  here  for?"  he 
then  asked.  "Bilateral  mastectomy  with 
nipple  and  areolar  reconstruction,"  I replied 
cheerfully.  Then  Dr.  Brownstein  came  in 
to  mark  my  chest  up  for  surgery,  which 
was  kind  of  surreal,  and  Dad  came  in  to 
say  good-bye  again.  Then  the  nurse  said 
that  they  were  putting  some  preliminary 
anesthetic  in  my  drip  to  make  me  sleepy  in 
preparation  for  the  real  stuff.  I started  to 
feel  tired  and  closed  my  eyes. 

The  next  thing  I remember  was 
waking  up  in  the  same  place.  The  nurse 
was  watching  over  me,  and  my  chest  was 
dressed  and  bound,  with  radish-like  pres- 
sure bandages  over  my  nipple  grafts.  There 
were  also  drains  connected  to  tubes  com- 
ing out  of  my  armpits — they  looked  like 
clear  hand  grenades,  which  I had  to  empty 
of  fluid  every  six  hours  or  so.  I felt  sore,  as 
if  someone  had  kicked  me  in  the  chest,  but 
I felt  no  real  pain.  I knew  my  breasts  were 
gone  but  kept  looking  down  just  to  make 
sure.  They  said  that  the  operation  had 
taken  about  2 to  2 1/2  hours  (I  was  a "B"  to 
begin  with  and  had  used  a sports  bra  to 
bind)  and  that  everything 
had  gone  smoothly.  The 
nurse  gave  me  some  sal- 
tines  and  ginger  ale. 
"We've  had  about  eight  of 
you  guys  in  this 
SurgiCenter  so  far,"  she 
told  me,  "and  you  all  seem 
to  do  remarkably  well." 

"That's  because 
we're  all  so  happy,"  I told 
her.  She  asked  if  I felt  well 
enough  to  leave  and  then 
helped  me  get  dressed. 
Dad  and  I then  took  a cab 
back  to  the  hotel. 

At  the  hotel  I 
changed  into  pajamas  and 
sat  up  in  bed  but  then 
started  to  feel  kind  of 
queasy.  No  sooner  had  I 
got  out  the  words,  "I 
don't  feel  so  great,  Dad," 
out  than  I had  projectile 
barfed  the  ginger  ale  and 
saltines  across  the  room — 
there  was  no  way  I could 
have  gotten  to  the  bath- 
room in  time.  After  that  I 
felt  good — embarrassed 
about  barfing,  but  good, 
continued  on  page  44 
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TS  VERSUS  CD? 

To  Transgender. 

Re:  Linda  Phillips  Article  (issue  78) 

If  this  sounds  like  a gripe  then  you 
are  absolutely  right.  I would  like  to  know  what 
gives  any  crossdresser  the  right  to  say  that  any 
M2F  transsexual  who  has  had  surgery  is  basi- 
cally fooling  themselves  thinking  that  they  are 
a woman?  How  dare  she  or  any  anyone  like 
her  make  judgment  calls  on  something  of 
which  they  have  no  knowledge. 

I have  tried  to  avoid  making  com- 
ments on  people  who  crossdress  for  whatever 
reason.  But  when  I read  things  like  this  then 
as  far  as  I'm  concerned,  I have  no  sympathy 
for  those  who  get  caught  and  arrested  or  ridi- 
culed while  dressed  up.  The  term  transgender 
is  supposed  to  be  an  umbrella  term  to  cover 
both  CD  and  TS.  I DON  T THINK  SO. 

There  is  a difference  between  play- 
ing and  actually  living. 

Diana  Kris 

Via  e-mail 

LESBIAN  TRANSSEXUAL 
CHECKS  IN 

Dear  Sisters: 

To  all  of  your  readers  I have  to  say 
that  Transgender  is  a publication  that  deals 
with  the  community  as  a whole,  therefore  it  is 
not  possible  for  it  to  focus  on  crossdressers  or 
transsexuals  exclusively.  What  these  readers 
probably  want  is  a specialty  magazine,  and 
there  are  several  of  them  around.  But  the  only 
way  to  get  our  freedom  is  working  together 
and  supporting  and  helping  each  other.  That 
makes  us  stronger  than  dividing  ourselves,  for 
that  is  exactly  what  our  enemies  want. 

I would  like  to  see  an  article  talking 
about  lesbian  TS,  because  our  community  and 
the  public  in  general  think  that  all  transsexual 
women  are  into  men.  But  a few  of  us  prefer  to 
be  with  someone  like  ourselves  for  many  rea- 
sons too  long  to  detail  here. 

Jennifer  Theiss 

THE  CONTROVERSIAL 
QUEEN  ALLYSON 

Dear  Transgender: 

In  my  almost  30-year  involvement 
with  the  gay  and  TG  communities,  I have  of- 
ten been  a personal  observer,  and  participant 


in  the  history  of  the  times.  It  was,  therefore, 
with  considerable  surprise  that  I read  your 
interview  with  "queen"  Allyson  of  Imperial 
Queens  and  Kings  of  New  York.  I was  a wit- 
ness to  those  times,  and  I guess  the  interview 
reflects  what  only  could  be  kindly  called  a 
"separate  reality." 

The  first  formal  organization  of  Drag 
Queens  in  New  York  City  was  called  Queens, 
later  Queens  Liberation  Front,  founded  by  Lee 
G.  Brewster,  within  his  tenure  at  the 
Mattachine  Society  during  the  year  1968.  It 
was  this  organization  which  changed  the  caba- 
ret laws  in  New  York  City  that,  in  turn,  legal- 
ized drag  balls  and  gay  bars.  All  of  these  state- 
ments are  documentable  and  verifiable. 

The  first  Gay  Pride  Parade  was  in 
1970,  organized  by  members  of  the  Christo- 
pher Street  Liberation  Day  Committee.  This 
committee  was  formed  by  a combined  coali- 
tion of  the  Mattachine  Society,  Gay  Activists 
Alliance,  Gay  Liberation  Front,  (Lee  G. 
Brewster's)  Queens,  and  possibly  some  lesbi- 
ans from  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  along  with  other 
interested  individuals. 

Imperial  Queens  was  not  a member 
of  this  coalition  to  my  knowledge.  I later  be- 
came recording  secretary  to  the  CSLDC  and 
was  among  those  responsible  for  registering 
groups  to  march  in  the  '72,  '73  and  '74  pa- 
rades. If  I'm  rusty  on  the  years,  it  includes  the 
first  downtown  march,  the  one  at  which  Bette 
Midler  entertained. 

Principal  marchers  that  year  of  drag- 
orientation,  at  least  as  formal  groups,  were  Lee 
Brewster,  then  of  Queens  Liberation  Front, 
Sylvia  Rivera  of  Star,  and  myself.  In  what  was 
the  first  precursor  of  the  current  floats,  there 
was  also  Ty  Bennet  in  an  open  car  represent- 
ing the  82  Club.  Ty  was  surrounded  by  real 
82  "stars,"  such  as  Gene  Chandler,  Chrysis  San 
Laurent  (the  international  Chrysis),  Michelle 
Emmanuel  and  others.  Nowhere  was  there  an 
'Imperial  Queens'  banner  or  organization  in 
the  march.  Again,  I kept  the  minutes  and  the 
records! 

In  the  1972  compilation.  Out  of  the 
Closet,  Voices  of  Gav  Liberation,  Karla  Jay,  noted 
lesbian  activist  and  author,  and  Mien  Young, 
verify  approximately  40  known  'movement' 
organizations  in  NYC  alone.  Sylvia's  STAR  is 
there,  and  so  is  Lee's  Queens  Liberation  Front. 
Again  there  is  no  mention  of  an  Imperial 
Queens.  In  fact,  the  first  mention  of  Impe- 
rial Queens  comes  after  the  split  between 
Allyson  and  the  Imperial  Court  of  New  York. 
Now  that  might  be  an  interesting  story,  but 
it  is  within  the  last  10  years,  not  30. 


I can't  say  I knew  everyone  in  the 
movement,  but  there  really  were  not  that  many 
"luminaries"  which  graced  the  heavens  imme- 
diately post-Stonewall.  Eventually,  we  all  ran 
into  each  other  at  either  the  GAA  firehouse,  a 
"zap"  (a  political  confrontation),  or  the  parade. 
I may  not  have  known  everyone  there,  but  I 
know  who  I never  saw,  nor  heard  of,  at  any 
function  at  all. 

Transgender  has  long  maintained  a 
considerable  reputation.  I hope  in  the  future 
you  will  safeguard  that  earned  reputation  by 
please  verifying  carefully  all  your  sources.  If 
not,  I personally  taught  Marilyn  Monroe  how 
to  walk,  The  Supremes  to  sing  and  dance,  and 
Tallulah  Bankhead  how  to  say  "Daahhrling." 

Bebe  J.  Scarpi 

New  York 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  makeover  magic  is  very  obvi- 
ous and  more  than  appealing  in  the  new  Trans- 
gender.  The  gender  community,  myself  in- 
cluded, is  in  your  debt. 

Now  a word  about  Queen  Allyson. 
Because  I place  so  much  store  in  what  Trans- 
gender  says,  I assume  there  are  many  others 
who  feel  the  same  way.  Unfortunately,  the  ar- 
ticle in  your  current  issue  whitewashes 
Allyson,  making  her  the  Mother  Teresa  of 
Genderhood,  when  there  are  several  discrep- 
ancies in  her  interview  that  I know  of  person- 
ally or  through  the  N.Y.  gender  grapevine. 
Firstly,  at  least  two  people  I know  of  in  N.Y. 
swear  that  Allyson  was  never  even  at  Stone- 
wall! As  an  aside,  I can  also  tell  you  that  I ran 
into  (the  infamous)  Inspector  Pine,  who  di- 
rected that  raid.  Since  I met  him  in  Israel  when 
I was  in  drab  with  my  wife,  I tend  to  believe 
his  account,  especially  as  he  is  now  retired  and 
living  far  from  New  York  City  in  Jerusalem. 
Pine  claims  that  the  mob  was  blackmailing 
wealthy  gays  who  frequented  Stonewall  and 
that  Interpol  surfaced  a number  of  bearer 
bonds  in  Europe  which  were  traced  back  to 
N.Y.  and  to  these  Victims.  That's  why  they 
raided  Stonewall.  Since  the  event  has  achieved 
the  legendary  status  of  George  Washington 
and  the  cherry  tree,  we  can  scarcely  negate  its 
mainly  symbolic  value.  But  still,  there's  no  call 
to  exaggerate  the  facts,  particularly  by  eulo- 
gizing a questionable  veteran. 

Secondly,  and  this  is  from  direct  ex- 
perience. Allyson  is  no  enlightened  leader  of 
the  N.Y.  gender  community.  I've  been  to  at  least 
four  meetings  she  led,  and  they  boiled  down 
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to  invective  she  hurled  at  anyone  in  her  way, 
the  passing  around  of  photo  albums  with 
guess-who  in  every  picture,  and  the  reelec- 
tion of  so-called  officers,  spotlighting  guess- 
who?  And,  by  the  way,  the  two  Imperial 
Queens'  meetings  I attended  included  no  more 
than  nine  people  at  either  one.  Little  old  CDI 
attracts  at  least  20  every  month! 

Nancy  LaMarr, 

Crossdressers  International 

New  York 

SETTINGTHE  RECORD 
STRAIGHT 

Dear  Transgender. 

We  were  pleased  to  see  the  article  on 
the  Cajun  Films'  documentary.  All  Dressed  Up 
But  No  Place  to  Go  (#79),  but  quite  disap- 
pointed to  find  our  extensive  involvement  re- 
duced to  two  sentences,  the  last  of  which  reads: 
"Sadly,  Dale  misguidely  (sic)  attempts  to  stop 
crossdressing,  much  to  the  dismay  of  his  wife, 
who  misses  Dallie  (sic)  very  much." 

Attentive  re-viewing  of  the  film 
might  reveal  a different  situation:  What  I (Dale) 
said  was  that  I have  found  that  for  me  cross- 
dressing to  pass  is  simply  another  closet.  I have 
to  walk  a certain  way,  talk  a certain  way,  and 
wear  uncomfortable  clothes.  Instead,  I have 
evolved  the  expression  of  my  feminine  side  to 
the  point  where  androgyny  is  the  most  com- 
fortable expression  of  who  I am.  I wear  a mix 
of  men's  and  women's  clothes  and  jewelry  at 
home,  at  work,  and  in  public.  My  wife,  Marny, 
encourages  my  exploration  of  androgyny,  and 
surprises  me  often  with  beautiful  clothes,  both 
masculine  and  feminine.  We  think  that  this 
gives  quite  a different  message  than  the 
author's  statement  that  "I  attempt  to  stop  cross- 
dressing." 

The  article  would  have  been  more 
powerful  without  the  negative  judgments, 
such  as  "sadly"  and  "misguidedly."  We  cer- 
tainly hope  this  was  simply  a misunderstand- 
ing, and  not  a bias  towards  those  of  us  who 
have  found,  or  are  searching  for,  a different 
balance  in  our  lives.  The  author  also  ignores 
positive  interviews  with  our  daughter  and  a 
former  business  partner. 

Incidentally,  while  I use  my  given 
name,  Marny  calls  my  femme  self  Dalee.  Cajun 
misspelled  it  as  "Dalie"  which  somehow  was 
transmuted  in  the  article  to  "Dallie". 

Dale  and  Marny  Fischer 

Via  e-mail 


THE  HELL  OF  TG 
REPRESSION 

Dear  I.F.G.E.: 

I need  help!  I am  a forty-five  year  old 
divorced  male.  I have  been  crossdressing  since 
age  five.  All  of  the  stories  I have  heard  about 
gender  identity  and  the  common  dilemma  are  in 
fact  the  exact  same  as  mine.  I am  writing  today 
in  hopes  that  someone  will  benefit  from  my  in- 
put. Yes,  I have  been  the  alcohol  and  drug  route. 
The  suicide  route,  and  just  about  any  and  all  the 
routes  that  lead  to  the  hell  of  it  all.  I have  been 
over  it,  around  it  and  through  it.  I have  been 
taken  advantage  of,  misled  by  so  called  profes- 
sionals, embarrassed  and  humiliated.  Any  of  this 
sound  familiar  to  you?  During  the  period  of  my 
divorce  after  all  was  said  and  done,  my  wife  emp- 
tied out  the  house  of  all  the  furniture.  The  only 
thing  that  mattered  to  me  was  that  purple  bal- 
loon print  dress  I loved  so  much.  I tried  to  hide  it 
away  but  she  found  it  and  gave  me  hell  for  try- 
ing to  keep  it.  I loved  that  dress! 

All  of  my  entire  existence  I have  suf- 
fered and  lost  because  of  my  dilemma.  Heaven 
forbid  anyone  knowing  that  I am  a woman  in- 
side, a gentle,  loving,  caring  person  who  loves 
all  things  feminine.  I have  tried  to  give  it  all  up, 
oh  let's  say,  about  a million  times.  The  last  time, 
two  years  ago,  was  it.  At  the  request  of  my  girl- 
friend, whom  I really  loved,  I made  a gallant  ef- 
fort. It  took  three  days  and  honestly  three  pickup 
truck  loads  of  beautiful,  expensive  garments  to 
Goodwill.  All  of  it,  makeup,  perfume,  jewelry 
and  a whole  bunch  of  accessories.  Believe  me, 
Liz  Claiborne  couldn't  have  had  much  better.  I 
did  it.  It's  all  gone,  now  we  can  settle  down  and 
be  together.  Sure,  uh  huh,  let's  wait  for  a while 
to  be  sure.  Enter  in  now  a deep  depression,  Mas- 
sachusetts General  Hospital,  Acute  Psychiatric 
Office,  and  two  whole  years  comatose,  like  a veg- 
etable, unable  to  work,  think,  speak,  or  respond 
to  anyone.  All  of  the  hell  I have  lived  because  of 
transgender  came  back  in  droves  to  haunt  me.  I 
almost  lost  everything  I had  ever  worked  for.  I 
have  always  had  faith  in  God,  that  was  strong. 
So  I prayed  and  prayed  for  help  to  all  of  the  an- 
gels and  saints. 

I am  a recovering  alcoholic  of  fourteen 
years.  A fluke  of  nature  occurred  in  my  develop- 
ment in  the  womb.  I was  given  a beautiful  man's 
body,  powerful,  rugged,  and  tough.  Anyone  else 
would  love  to  have  what  I have.  Not  me,  though. 
Inside,  I had  the  spirit  of  a woman.  She  has  to 
come  out  or  I truly  will  die.  The  Velveteen  Rab- 
bit only  became  real  because  he  was  loved  so 
dearly  by  that  little  person.  I am  currently  tak- 


ing hormones,  I am  scared  a little,  but  know  that 
there  is  no  longer  a choice.  I am  weary  after  a 
long  journey.  I once  had  a male  lover.  Only  one. 
He  was  murdered.  I never  told  anyone  until  now. 

My  name  is  David.  David  has  Gender 
Identity  Disorder.  His  real  name  is  Stephanie 
Stewart. 

Stephanie  Stewart 

NO  PROBLEM 
COMING  OUT 

Dear  Editor: 

I have  been  a crossdresser  since  early 
childhood  and,  like  so  many  others,  have  gone 
through  several  "purges"  in  a vain  attempt  to 
deny  the  urge  to  dress  and  wear  feminine  at- 
tire. These  "purges  ended  in  my  case  in  ap- 
proximately the  same  manner,  destroying  my 
hard  fought  efforts  to  acquire  feminine  ward- 
robe, only  to  begin  all  over  again.  We  all  are 
aware  what  this  does  to  our  pocketbooks,  yet, 
every  time,  the  urge  to  dress  would  arise  or  be 
reborn. 

There  is  access  to  a used  clothing 
room  where  my  residence  now  is  and  fortu- 
nately many  lovely  items  are  available  to  me. 
This  clothing  for  the  most  part  is  not  trash, 
but  mainly  of  attire  that  has  been  donated  by 
the  residents  throughout  the  surrounding  area. 
In  fact,  some  of  it  was  rather  expensive  at  the 
time  of  its  original  purchase,  so  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible for  me  to  look  rather  nice  when  femi- 
ninely attired! 

Like  so  many  others,  my  early  cross- 
dressing was  limited  to  being  in  the  closet,  al- 
though certain  items  were  worn  beneath  my 
now-detested  male  attire. 

Twenty-three  months  ago  short  trips 
were  begun  dressed  in  ladies'  slacks  and  a 
blouse,  with  a pink  windbreaker  to  conceal 
my  padded  figure.  The  trips  were  only  some 
100  yards'  distance  from  my  room  to  purchase 
the  daily  paper  from  the  rack,  and  although 
this  was  done  at  about  5:00  A.M.  and  few  were 
around  that  might  see  me  attired  in  this  man- 
ner, I remained  rather  cautious  and  shy  dur- 
ing these  early  morning  ventures.  A few  days 
passed  and,  becoming  a little  bolder,  the  pa- 
per buying  trip  was  lengthened  to  perhaps 
twice  the  necessary  distance. 

Some  two  weeks  after  my  first  ven- 
ture in  feminine  attire,  I decided  to  wear  nail 
enamel  to  our  community  dining  room  where 
my  residence  is.  Nothing  was  said — at  least 
not  within  my  hearing,  so  I began  going 

continued  on  page  44 
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NATIONAL  GENDER  LOBBY  DAY 
BEARS  FRUIT 

The  lobbying  effort  in  Washington, 
DC,  sponsored  by  GenderPAC  in  May  drew  about 
60  transfolk.  Their  efforts  succeeded  for  the  first 
time  ever  in  obtaining  written  statements  of  sup- 
port from  elected  federal  representatives.  Said 
GenderPAC's  Riki  Anne  Wilchins,  “Now  that 
we're  on  the  map,'  all  kinds  of  things  become 
possible.  We  owe  a real  debt  to  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  and  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  for  supporting  our  efforts  to  gain  this 
breakthrough."  Lobbyists  concentrated  their  ef- 
forts on  gender-violence,  and  supported  their 
efforts  with  data  from  the  first  National  Study 
on  TransViolence,  conducted  by  GenderPAC. 
They  cited  the  Cambridge,  MA  jury  verdict  ac- 
quitting William  Palmer  of  the  murder  of 
Chanelle  Pickett,  to  underscore  the  injustice  rou- 
tinely accorded  transgenders.  They  also  quoted 
the  prestigious  Leadership  Council  on  Civil 
Rights  (LCCR)'s  annual  report,  which,  for  the  first 
time,  specifically  mentioned  transviolence: 
"...Transgendered  people  have  been  assaulted, 
raped,  or  murdered;  these  crimes  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act."  At  press 
time,  eight  federal  congresspeople  had  signed  a 
letter  to  Janet  Reno  asking  for  an  investigation 
into  violence  against  transgender  people.  Said 
Alex  Beckles,  Legislative  Assistant  to  Rep.  Ed 
Towns,  the  first  Congressmember  to  sign  a state- 
ment on  trans-violence,  "Ed  Towns  feels  strongly 
that  no  American — be  they  gay  or  straight,  black 
or  white,  or  transgendered — should  be  the  tar- 
get of  violence  or  have  to  live  with  the  fear  of 
violence,  and  we  were  glad  for  the  opportunity 
to  sign  on  to  such  a letter." 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE  MEET 
WITH  TG  ACTIVISTS 

Representatives  of  the  US  Department 
of  Justice  and  Attorney  General  Janet  Reno  met 
in  May  with  representatives  of  the  GLBT  com- 
munity to  discuss  violence  and  bias-related 
crimes  against  differently-gendered  people.  The 
meeting  was  requested  by  GenderPAC  in  a let- 
ter sent  to  Janet  Reno  following  the  bombing  of 
the  Otherside  bar  in  Atlanta,  pointing  out  that 
the  Otherside  was  well-known  by  local  citizens 
for  its  bisexual  and  transgender  clientele.  The 
meeting,  in  which  GenderPAC's  Dana  Priesing, 
Tonye  Barreto-Neto  and  Riki  Anne  Wilchins  rep- 
resented TG  concerns,  focused  on  a three-step 
approach:  First,  cover  transviolence  under  ex- 
isting Hate  Crimes  legislation.  Second,  develop 
policies  to  deal  with  such  violence.  Third,  push 
policy  and  information  down  to  the  street  level, 
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so  that  officers  on  the  beat  recognize  and  pros- 
ecute transviolence  just  as  they  currently  do  with 
elder  abuse  or  spousal  assault. 

64%  OF  L/G  SAY  YES  TO  TG 
r INCLUSION! 

On  December  10,  1966,  The  Advocate 
(a  leading  Gay /Lesbian  magazine)  ran  a poll  with 
the  following  question:  "Should  gay  and  lesbian 
civil  rights  groups  make  an  effort  to  support  the 
cause  of  transgender  rights?"  The  poll  results 
were  published  in  the  February  4,  1997  issue, 
and  were  64%  Yes;  23%  No,  it's  not  our  struggle; 
and  13%  I'm  not  sure.  It  seems  safe  to  say,  fi- 
nally, that  transgender  inclusion  has  gained  the 
favor  of  the  majority  of  gays  and  lesbians. 

LAMBDA  LITERARY  AWARDS 
INCLUDETRANSGENDER 

The  Lambda  Literary  Awards  include 
a category  for  transgender  books  for  the  first  time 
this  year.  The  list  of  nominees  is;  Body  Alchemy, 
Loren  Cameron,  Gender  Shock,  Phyllis  Burke, 
Honey,  Honey,  Miss  Thang,  Leon  E.  Pettiway,  Lieu- 
tenant Nun,  Catalina  de  Erauso,  and  Transgender 
Warriors,  Leslie  Feinberg.  Definitely  a must  read 
list  for  transgender  readers! 

TG  PRIDE  PARADES 
PARTICIPATION  GROWS 

The  San  Francisco  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bi- 
sexual, Transgender  Pride  Parade  on  Sunday, 
June  29,  will  see  for  the  first  time  anywhere  a 
motorcycle  contingent  forTranssexual  Men.  The 
Tranz  Men’s  Motorcycle  Club  will  precede  the 
F2M  and  ETVC  groups,  in  what  promises  to  be  a 
spirited  participation  in  the  annual  celebration 
of  outness  and  pride.  In  the  Boston  Pride  march, 
a contingent  from  the  Tiffany  Club,  aTG  organi- 
zation founded  in  1978,  joined  in  gay  pride  for 
the  first  time  in  the  club's  history.  Smiles  on  the 
intrepid  girls  holding  the  Tiffany  banner  threat- 
ened at  times  to  swallow  the  group  preceding 
them,  and  veteran  Pride  marchers  reveled  in  the 
reflected  glow.  Also  making  its  Pride  premiere 
was  an  F2M  group  representing  the  Boston  MTF 
Conference  of  the  Americas,  sponsored  Ameri- 
can Boyz,  Enterprise,  and  the  Officer's  Club. 

48%  OFTGs  REPORT 
ASSAULT 

Results  of  the  1st  National  Survey  on 
TransViolence  have  been  published. 
GenderPAC — with  support  from  the  Gay  & Les- 
bian Anti-Violence  Project  of  NYC — announced 


that  48%  of  its  402  respondents  reported  hav- 
ing been  victims  of  some  kind  of  assault  (includ- 
ing assault  with  weapon,  assault  without  a 
weapon,  sexual  assault,  and  rape).  In  addition, 
60%  reported  being  a victim  of  harassment  or 
violence,  with  95%  of  the  worst  incidents  in- 
volving at  least  2-3  perpetrators.  The  survey  pre- 
sents a sobering  picture  of  the  abuse  transpeople 
face.  In  part,  the  results  show: 

Verbal  Harassment  78% 

Sexual  Harassment  23% 

Assault  (all  kinds)  48% 

Assault  w/o  weapon  19% 

Sexual  Assault/Rape  18% 

Assault  w/weapon  1 1 % 

Attempted  Assault  9% 

To  receive  a complete  copy  of  the  sur- 
vey results  (55  pg.),  enclose  $5  for  shipping  and 
handling  to  GenderPAC,  Att:  Wilchins,  274  West 
11th  St. #30,  NY,  NY  10014 

RELIGIOUS  RADICALS  ATTACK 
AMERICANAIRLINES 

American  Airlines,  recipient  of  IFGE's 
first  Partners  in  Diversity  award,  and  a major  sup- 
porter of  gay  and  lesbian  rights,  has  been  singled 
out  for  attack  by  radical  religious  hate  groups  who 
are  anti-gay.  The  radical  religious  hate  groups  sent 
a manifesto  to  the  airline's  president  that  catego- 
rized gay  men  and  lesbians  as  "immoral,  unhealthy 
and  destructive  to  individuals,  families  and  societ- 
ies." The  anti-gay  groups,  including  American  Fam- 
ily Association,  Family  Research  Council,  Con- 
cerned Women  of  America  and  Coral  Ridge  Minis- 
tries, demanded  that  American  Airlines  drop  its 
support  of  lesbian  and  gay  customers  and  employ- 
ees. The  hate  groups  have  announced  they  will  at- 
tempt to  flood  the  airline  with  letters  of  protest.  In 
recent  years,  American  Airlines  as  well  as  hundreds 
of  other  American  corporations  have  recognized 
the  diversity  of  their  consumers  and  employees. 
American  was  the  first  airline  to  adopt  a written 
non-discrimination  policy  which  includes  gender 
identity. 

MENACE  JOINS  HWAIN 
CAMPAIGN  AGAINST  IGM 

The  Transsexual  Menace  have  joined 
with  Hermaphrodites  With  Attitude  (HWA)  is 
conducting  a series  of  educational  demonstra- 
tions at  various  gatherings  of  pediatricians  and 
urologists.  Gatherings  drawing  demos  included 
the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  as  Psychia- 
trist Dr.  Judith  Chused  presented  a paper  on  the 
diagnosis  and  "treatment"  of  a 5 year  old  gen- 
der-variant boy  diagnosed  with  Gender  Iden- 
tity Disorder  (activists  distributed  leaflets  de- 
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scribing  Psychiatric  Abuse  of  Gender-variant 
Children  and  defining  "GenderPatho-Philia"  as 
"an  unnatural  need  or  desire  to  pathologize  any 
gender  behavior  which  makes  you  uncomfort- 
able"); Columbia  Presbyterian  Hospital  in  New 
York,  in  a demo  drawing  news  media  crews  from 
Newsweek,  ABC's  Prime  Time  Live,  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Company,  and  Rolling  Stone , among 
others.  Said  HWA  spokesherm  Cheryl  Chase, 
'Africans  remove  children's  genitals  for  their  own 
cultural  reasons,  and  we  accuse  them  of  acting 
not  only  irrationally,  but  barbarically.  We  remove 
children's  genitals  for  our  own  cultural  reasons, 
and  because  the  surgeons  are  licenssed  and  use 
sterile  techniques,  we  call  their  actions  scien- 
tific." David  Thomas,  MD,  pediatric  urologist  at 
St.  James's  University  Hospital  and  Infirmary  in 
Leeds,  England  apparently  agrees.  Thomas  stated 
recently  that,  "The  people  who  are  picketing  the 
AAP  at  the  moment  do  have  a point.  I wonder 
whether  we  shouldn't  be  rethinking  the  philoso- 
phy for  early  vaginal  reconstruction  for  adrenal 
hyperplasia." 

TS  VISIBLE  AT  WHITE  HOUSE 

Chalk  one  up  for  transsexual  visibil- 
ity at  the  White  House.  When  Jewelia 
Margueritta  Cameroon  learned  in  March  that  she 
was  part  of  a 49-member  team  at  the  Occupa- 
tional Safety  and  Health  Administration  to  re- 
ceive a Hammer  award  from  Vice  President  Al 
Gore's  National  Performance  Review  Board  for 
improving  government  efficiency,  she  composed 
an  unusual  "thank  you"  letter  to  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent. "Your  prestigious  award  is  particularly 
important  to  me  because  it  affirms  that  I,  a trans- 
gendered  (transsexual)  woman,  am  regarded  by 
you  as  a valuable  person,"  wrote  Cameroon,  who 
was  known  as  Richard  Green  while  earning  hon- 
ors at  OSH  A.  Although  Cameroon  wanted  to 
meet  Gore  personally.  White  House  staff  begged 
off,  reasoning  that  her  gender  activism  was  ir- 
relevant to  her  job  performance.  But  the  OSHA 
staffer  is  still  thrilled.  "It  is  important,"  she  wrote, 
"for  others  to  see  we  are  capable  persons  who 
can  make  valuable  contributions."  . > 

LAST  CALL  FOR  ICTLEP 


withdraw  from  the  prodigious  effort  required  to 
pull  off  a successful  major  event  on  an  annual 
basis.  At  this  year's  event,  held  July  11th  and 
12th,  1997,  in  Houston,  Texas,  speakers  will  in- 
clude Reginald  E.  Jones  of  the  EEOC  and  Kerry 
Lobel,  Executive  Director  of  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force. 

LOCAL  CHATTANOOGA  TG 
WINS  LAWSUIT  AGAINST 
HARASSING  COPS 

A federal  jury  found  three  officers 
guilty  of  arresting  Michelle  Weaver  without  prob- 
able cause.  She  had  filed  suit  against  six  officers 
and  asked  for  S 1 million  in  damages.  Weaver,  who 
takes  hormones  and  dresses  as  a woman,  was 
awarded  $2, 261. Weaver  has  filed  another  case, 
and  is  now  suing  an  officer  and  the  city  of  Chat- 
tanooga. In  the  lawsuit.  Weaver  charges  discrimi- 
nation, malicious  prosecution,  harassment,  abuse 
of  process  and  violation  of  her  constitutional 
rights.  She  contends  she  is  being  harassed  for 
her  alternative  lifestyle.  She  has  been  arrested 
six  times  on  1 1 misdemeanor  charges  in  the  past 
two  years.  Eight  of  the  charges  were  dismissed. 

PROTESTERS  DEMO  AGAINST 
HRC  IN  PHILLY 

Although  HRC  is  cooperating  with, 
if  not  actually  including,  transfolk  at  a national 
level,  it  appears  that  local  HRC  representatives 
are  somewhat  less  accommodating,  at  least  in 
Philadelphia.  TG  activists  leafleted  a black-tie 
HRC  benefit  crowd  outside  the  Philadelphia 
Transit  Museum  in  March.  HRC  security  re- 
acted aggressively,  threatening  arrest  and  seiz- 
ing pamphlets  from  the  hands  of  attendees  be- 
fore they  could  read  them.  After  the  dinner, 
transactivists  returned  to  leaflet  the  Moving 
Toward  Equality  Dance  Party,  sponsored  in 
cooperation  with  the  Bisexual,  Gay,  Lesbian 
and  Transgendered  Awareness  Days  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  Transfolk  in  Philly 
say  that  inclusion  and/or  cooperation  by  HRC 
at  the  local  level  has  yet  to  occur. 


convicted  Palmer  of  simple  assault  and  battery, 
acquitting  of  murder  or  manslaughter.  The  judge, 
however,  imposed  a sentence  in  excess  of  that 
requested  by  the  prosecution,  saying,  "the  de- 
fendant should  kiss  the  ground  the  defense  coun- 
sel walks  on,"  sending  a clear  message  to  observ- 
ers about  the  inadequacy  of  the  verdict.  He  sen- 
tenced Palmer  to  a two  year  prison  term  followed 
by  five  years'  probation.  Palmer  admitted  to  as- 
saulting Pickett.  The  medical  examiner  testified 
to  death  by  strangulation,  but  the  defense  em- 
ployed an  "expert  witness"  (who  also  testified 
for  the  O.J,  Simpson  defense)  who  succeeded  in 
undermining  the  jury's  confidence  in  that  testi- 
mony. Some  observers  noted  that  the 
prosecution's  arguments  for  first  degree  murder 
lacked  credibility,  and  that  the  talent  in  the  court- 
room was  grossly  stacked  on  the  side  of  the  de- 
fense. The  local  GLBT  community  erupted  in 
outrage  at  the  verdict,  and  a demonstration  at 
the  sentencing  was  well  attended  by  activists  and 
extensively  covered  by  media.  Two  previous 
demonstrations  had  been  held  during  the  court 
proceedings,  and  a vigil  shortly  after  the  murder 
in  December  1995  drew  250  people. 


MISSOURI  TG  PARENT  UNDER 
SIEGE  BY  CHRISTIAN  GROUPS 


OREGON  TS  RIGHTS 
THREATENED 

In  April,  members  of  Oregon's  TS  com- 
munity spoke  at  a State  Senate  Committee  hear- 
ing against  a proposed  bill  in  the  Oregon  Legisla- 
ture that  would  exclude  transsexualism  from 
protection  as  a medically  recognized  condition 
or  one  perceived  to  be  a disability.  Oregon  law  is 
presently  based  on  the  Federal  Rehabilitation  Act 
of  1973  which  includes  transsexualism  as  a pro- 
tected disability.  Another  proposed  bill  threat- 
ens employment  protections  for  transsexuals  that 
were  won  last  year  for  the  first  time  under  the 
state's  disability  protection  laws.  Wording  for  the 
proposed  legislation  lumps  transsexualism  to- 
gether with  pedophilia,  voyeurism,  kleptomania, 
and  pyromania  as  conditions  excluded  from  dis- 
abilities that  are  protected. 


According  to  Phyllis  Frye,  the  6th  an- 
nual International  Conference  on  Transgender 
Law  and  Employment  Policy  (ICTLEP)  Annual 
Convention  may  be  its  last.  Phyllis  cites  fatigue 
and  lack  of  support  as  reasons  for  her  plan  to 


CHANELLE  PICKETT:  JURY 
ACQUITS  JUDGE  CONVICTS 

The  jury  in  the  trial  of  William  Palmer 
for  the  murder  of  transsexual  Chanelle  Pickett 


TG  parent  Sharon  Boyd  recently  suf- 
fered a setback  in  her  battle  to  see  her  own  chil- 
dren when  a Missouri  Court  of  Appeals  held  that 
Ms.  Boyd  constituted  "an  endangerment"  to  her 
own  children  because  of  her  transgender  status. 
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Ms.  Boyd's  case  takes  on  added  significance  be- 
cause of  new  bills  introduced  in  the  Missouri 
State  Legislature.  One  of  these  closely  follows 
the  ruling  in  Ms.  Boy's  case,  and  would  deny 
custody  or  adoption  rights  to  anyone  who  is  gay, 
lesbian,  bisexual  or  transgender.  Another  law 
targeted  directly  atTG  parents  has  already  passed 
the  Missouri  Senate.  Ironically,  Ms.  Boyd,  a self- 
described  "squeaky  clean"  evangelical  Christian, 
is  under  attack  from  groups  ranging  from  the 
Christian  Coalition  to  Focus  on  the  Family.  Ms. 
Boyd  is  an  honors  graduate  of  the  US  Air  Force 
Academy  who  has  served  in  the  Army,  the  Air 
Force,  and  military  intelligence,  before  emerg- 
ing as  a much-decorated  Major  following  12  years 
of  military  service.  Ms.  Boyd  plans  to  appeal  the 
case  as  long  as  her  limited  funds  hold  out.  Her 
ex-wife  has  denied  Ms.  Boyd  even  telephone 
contact  her  two  sons,  aged  7 and  10,  since  1992. 

JUDGE  THROWS  OUT  CHARGES 
AGAINST  TS  OP 

A set  of  45  departmental  charges 
against  transsexual  Hoboken  police  Lieutenant 
Janet  Aiello  was  thrown  out  by  a Superior  Court 
judge.  Aiello  had  been  suspended  for  six  days 
for  ignoring  orders  from  the  chief  and  for  ne- 
glect of  duty  in  an  escalating  disagreement  over 
the  date  and  conditions  of  her  return  to  work  in 
1995,  after  she  took  eight  months  off  and  legally 
changed  her  gender.  But  the  judge  ruled  that 
what  the  city  called  orders  were  more  like  re- 
quests, and  that  in  any  case  Lieutenant  Aiello's 
failure  to  answer  then  was  not  unreasonable  con- 
sidering the  difficult  circumstances  surround- 
ing her  return.  Lieutenant  Aiello,  a 24-year  vet- 
eran, did  come  back  to  work  in  1995,  but  has 
been  on  sick  leave  since  October.  Her  plight  re- 
ceived national  media  coverage. 

EGYPTIAN  TRANSSEXUAL  "SON " 
INHERITS  WtW 

In  May,  an  Egyptian  court  ruled  in 
favor  of  a transsexual  whose  brother  claimed  she 
should  now  inherit  like  a daughter.  The  Egyp- 
tian court  in  Alexandria  ruled  on  the  question 
of  transsexual  inheritance  in  the  case  of  a de- 
ceased millionaire  with  two  sons,  who  would 
normally  split  the  inheritance  in  half  under  Is- 
lamic law.  But  when  one  son  underwent  gender 
reassignment  surgery  after  the  father's  death,  the 
other  went  to  court  claiming  that  the  TG  off- 


spring should  receive  only  a daughter's  share, 
or  1 /3  of  the  estate.  The  court  dismissed  the  case, 
leaving  the  TS  to  inherit  as  a son,  because  she 
was  still  a male  when  the  father  died. 

RENAULT  AD  DISSES 
TRANSSEXUALS 

Renault  recently  aired  a Spanish-lan- 
guage  television  advertisement  in  South  America 
in  which  a young  man  whose  girlfriend  is  trans- 
sexual must  renounce  her  in  order  to  get  the  keys 
to  his  brother's  Renault  Clio.  The  script  reads 
"Your  woman  of  the  evening  is  not  really  a 
woman..."  portraying  the  relationship  with  the 
transsexual  as  shameful.  Kim  Perez  of  La  Asso- 
ciation de  Identitad  de  Genero,  a transsexual 
political  organization,  is  asking  Americans  to 
write  the  Spanish  division  of  the  auto  manufac- 
turer. 


HUMAN  RIGHTS  COURT  RULES 
AGAINSTTRANS-PARENT 

F2M  Stephen  Whittle  and  his  partner 
lost  their  struggle  to  have  Stephen  legally  recog- 
nized in  the  UK  as  the  father  of  their  donor-in- 
seminated children.  The  European  Court  of  Hu- 
man Rights'  decision  affirms  the  UK's  refusal  to 
register  Stephen  as  the  father  on  official  birth 
certificates,  thus  denying  him  any  parental 
rights.  Stephen,  registered  as  a female  at  birth, 
underwent  SRS  in  the  70s  and  has  lived  as  a man 
since  1975.  At  one  point,  Whittle's  family's  right 
to  inhabit  their  neighborhood  was  challenged 
by  an  anonymous  letter,  but  neighbors  rallied 
in  his  defensse.  Press  coverage  of  the  case  was 
largely  supportive  of  the  couple.  They  said  in  a 
joint  statement,  "We  may  not  have  won  the 
battle,  but  we  have  certainly  won  the  battle  for 
hearts  and  minds.  If  our  publicity  has  made  life 
better  for  one  other  transsexual,  it  will  have  been 
worth  it.” 

BUENOS  ARIESTG  PROGRESS 

"Transvestite"  activists  (which  in- 
cludes TS,  drag  queens,  etc.)  in  Buenos  Aires  are 
making  progress  in  the  effort  to  put  a stop  to 
police  harassment  and  abuse  of  TG  folk.  Activ- 
ist Lohanna  Perkins  demanded  of  a Statutory 
Convention  member  to  know  why  transvestites 
were  still  being  arrested  even  though  the  new 
city's  Constitution  had  repealed  the  repressive 
Police  Edicts  (see  last  issue)  against  TGs.  The 


official  made  a public  promise  to  take  their  com- 
plaints to  the  city  government,  which  she  did. 
At  a resulting  meeting  in  May,  Lohanna  and  oth- 
ers met  with  the  Buenos  Aires  government 
undersecretary  and  presented  their  case  to  the 
authorities  and  advisors.  Meanwhile,  a court  case 
against  three  transvestites  in  which  they  were 
charged  with  "resistance  to  authorities,  aggra- 
vated damage  and  injuries"  was  dismissed  by  a 
court  of  three  female  judges.  After  hearing  testi- 
mony that  the  girls  had  been  beaten  and  denied 
their  basic  rights  under  the  law,  and  medical 
statements  confirming  that  the  three  had  been 
severely  beaten,  the  judges  ordered  an  investi- 
gation of  the  police  stations  involved. 

SRI  LANKA  LAGS  BEHIND 

On  April  12,  a prominent  business- 
woman in  the  Siri  Lanka  capital  city  of  Colombo 
was  arrested  because  "she's  really  a he,"  accord- 
ing to  Reuters.  Police  planned  to  charge  the  man 
with  impersonation,  receiving  500,000  in  loans 
with  false  documents,  and  cohabiting  with  an- 
other man  in  what  appeared  to  be  a marriage. 

SATURDAY  NIGHT  LIVE  SAVAGES 
“ TRANSSEXUALSAGAIN 

SNL's  Norm  MacDonald  is  no  friend 
of  the  TG  community.  Just  months  after  his  in- 
famous "everyone  in  this  story  deserved  to  die" 
comment  on  the  Brandon  Teena  murder  trial 
verdicts,  MacDonald  commented  in  his  news 
update  segment  about  transsexual  Sharon  Boyd's 
child  custody  case,  saying,  "Hmmm.J  wonder 
who's  going  to  win  this  one,  the  mother  of  the 
two  children,  or  the  guy  who  had  his  penis 
twisted  into  a fake  vagina."  If  you'd  like  to  ex- 
press your  opinion  on  Mr.  MacDonald's  politics, 
call  Mr.  Andrew  Brewer,  NBC  Standards  & Prac- 
tices, (212)  664-4458,  or  Mr.  Dan  Ferguson,  SNL 
Public  Relations  (212)  664-3733. 

BOYS  WOULD  BE  GIRLS 

According  to  a story  printed  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle,  a study  taken  by  Carvel 
about  what  people  wish  for  when  they  blow  out 
the  birthday  candles  found  that  61%  of  all  boys 
younger  than  age  10  who  want  to  be  superhe- 
roes want  to  be  Catwoman. 
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That's  how  simple  it  is  to  find  all  the 
transgender  information  you'll  need  or 
want  on  the  World  Wide  Web. 


a y 8 u 1 1 1 < 


2.  The  TGF  Resource  Center  - hot  shopping  and  lots  more 

http://www.tgfmall.com/ 

3.  The  TGF  Community  Center  - hosting  your  group  for  free 

http://www.transgender.org/  I 


Brought  to  you  by  3-D  Communications,  Inc.,  a community  owned  and 
operated  web  presence.  Contact  us  about  getting  your  organization  or 
business  on  the  Worldwide  Web.  [webmaster@tgfmall.com] 


Throw  away 


tweez 


Z/on-Paul  offers  the  latest  in  permanent 
hair  removal  technology,  medical  referrals, 
rigid  sterilization,  disposable  probes  and 
convenient  day,  evening  and  weekend  hours. 


c?. 


T CONSULTATION!! 
50%  OFF  FIRST  VISIT! 


715  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  4F  - BOSTON,  MA 
617.236.0405 


DON-PHUL 


REGISTERED  ELECTROLOGIST 
PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 


. 
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We're  Transgendered 

Saluting  100  trans  personalities  who  have 

COME  OUT  SUCCESSFULLY  IN  LIFE  AND  WORK 


any  transgendered 
people  are  out  and 
proud.  But  the  largest 
number  by  far  live 
closeted,  fearful,  often 
guilt-ridden  lives. 
Many  of  these  closeted 
transpeople  dare  not 
come  out — they  are 
fearful  of  losing  jobs, 
partners,  loved  ones. 
Tragically  these  are 
valid  concerns  for 
TGs — particularly 
married  crossdressers 
with  children,  and  transsexuals  and  others  living  in  very 
conservative  communities.  Equally  tragically,  many  oth- 
er TGs  could  come  out  safely,  but  remain  convinced  that 
revelation  of  their  transgender  nature  will  spell  personal 
and  professional  doom. 

What  few  people,  within  and  without  the 
transgender  community  realize,  however,  is 
just  how  many  TGs  have  already  come  out,  and  come 
out  successfully.  The  figures  are  in  the  hundreds. 
Although  there  is  a general  perception  that  the  majority 
of  TGs  who  have  declared  themselves  publicly  are 
transsexuals,  the  facts  do  not  bear  it  out.  Our  survey 
revealed  these  pioneering  souls  are  a mix  of 
crossdressers,  transgenderists,  androgynes,  gender- 
benders,  transsexuals,  and  others.  Their  jobs  cover  the 
entire  employment  spectrum,  from  auto  mechanic  to  the 
civil  service,  from  attorneys  to  performers,  from 
therapists  to  fire  fighters,  from  CPA  to  peace  officer. 
Beginning  in  this  issue,  we  feature  a year-long 
tribute  to  100  of  these  transpeople  who  are  out,  proud — 
and  successful.  Each  issue  will  salute  25 
transpersonalities  (there  were  just  too  many  to  crowd 
into  one  issue) . The  experiences,  and  accomplishments, 
of  these  individuals  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  everyone 
who  is  TG,  whether  it  is  practical  for  them  to  come  out 
or  not.  By  being  out  and  visible  to  the  public,  these  TGs 
are  helping  to  increase  tolerance  and  acceptance  of 
transgender  by  the  world  at  large. 


(Dedicated  to  Christine  Jorgensen) 
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1.  PHYLLIS  FRYE 

Successful  Houston  at- 
torney Phyllis  Frye  isn't 
hurting  for  business 
more  than  five  years 
into  living  full-time  as  a 
non-operative  woman. 
And  she's  gained  the  re- 
spect of  national  legis- 
lators for  her  efforts  to 
further  TG  interests  in 
the  halls  of  Congress. 


Heck  Yes! 


5.  RU  PAUL 

Who,  as  RuPaul  says, 
could  have  believed  a “big 
old  black  man  like  me" 
could  be  the  90s'  biggest 
glamour  queen.  Those  cos- 
metic ads  were  just  the  be- 
ginning. RuPaul  has  been 
showcased  in  dozens  of 
magazine,  and  not  a few 
television,  ads  for  major 
advertisers  since.  She's 
done  TV  and  talk  radio, 
turning  in  excellent  turns, 
both  in  and  out  of  drag, 
in  comedic  and  dramatic 
roles.  Seems  the  further  out  this  girl  gets,  the  bigger  she  be- 
comes. 


2. BARRETO- 
NETO 

3. AND  AILLEO 

The  Man  & Woman  Be- 
hind the  Badge.  Histori- 
cally cops  rousted  trans- 
sexuals, drag  queens, 
crossdressers  and  other 
TG  folk.  Now  the  cops  are 
transgendered,  and  one 
of  their  missions  is 
rousting  cops  into  not 
rousting  TGs.  Take  NYPD 
officer  Janet  Ailleo  and 
St.  Petersburg,  Florida 
County  Deputy  Sheriff 
m Tonye  Barreto-Neto.  Both 
managed  successful,  al- 
beit controversial,  on-the-job  transitions.  Now,  they're  part 
of  Transgender  Officers  Protect  and  Serve  (TOPS),  an  advo- 
cacy group  for  TG  military,  police,  paramedics,  firefighters 
and  others  who  put  their  lives  on  the  line  in  public  service. 


6.  LAUREN 
MANZANO 

Lauren  Manzano,  champi- 
onship woman  cyclist,  36, 
set  the  world  of  sports 
spinning  when  she  coura- 
geously announced  sup- 
portive parents  had  al- 
lowed her  to  have  SRS 
during  her  teens.  Ms. 
Manzano  showed  herself  a 
champ  on  and  off  the 
track  when  she  revealed 
the  reason  for  her  self-out- 
f ing  was  to  provide  positive 
. role  models  for  young 
people  struggling  withTG 
issues. 


We're  Out 


4.  LESLIE  FEINBERG 

Few  people  have  capitalized  more  successfully  on  being  TG  than  Leslie 
Feinberg.  Rather  than  treating  being  TG  as  a liability,  as  most  TGs  once 
did,  Leslie  treated  it  as  an  asset.  Leslie,  a mover  and  shaker  in  the  world 
of  labor  activism  and  the  struggle  to  protect  the  working  person,  and  a 
well-regarded  figure  in  the  G/L/B  community,  put  it  all  on  the  line  with 
the  best-selling  TG  testament,  Stone  Butch  Blues.  The  next  book  identi- 
fied Leslie  more  firmly  as  TG  and  a writer  about  TG  issues,  and  was  just 
as  successful.  In  fact,  Transgender  Warriors  may  have  been  the  preemi- 
nent TG  book  of  1996. 
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7.  JUDE  PATTON 

Non-TG  people  might 
think  most  TGs  need  a 
therapist.  In  this  case 
the  therapist  is  aTG.  His 
name  is  Jude  Patton. 
The  very  out  Mr.  Patton 
works  at  Psychcare 
Northwest,  a gender- 
friendly  clinic  which 
provides  services  to  a 
variety  of  clients.  Mr. 
Patton  also  has  a private 
counseling  practice  of 
his  own,  specializing  in 
transgender  issues.  Weekends  and  holidays  he  can  be  found 
at  F2M  events,  sharing  his  unique  insights  and  expertise 
with  others. 


8.TRACIE 
O’KEEFE 

London's  staid  Fleet 
Street  has  long  been 
famed  as  the  home  of  the 
U.K.'s  newspaper  busi- 
ness, and  even  more 
staid  Harley  Street  with 
Britain's  medical  commu- 
nity. Once  the 
presenceof  a TS  like 
Tracie  O'Keefe  in  the  lat- 
ter would  have  gener- 
ated daily  headlines  from 
the  former.  While  her 
sex  change  did  initially 
stir  some  controversy  on 
Fleet  Street,  and  raise  a few  eyebrows  on  Harley,  all  that's 
long  gone.  Today  Tracy  is  employed  at  the  London  Medical 
Center  as  a Clinical  Therapist,  and  the  author  of  several  pa- 
pers, articles,  and  the  book  Trans-X-U-All  with  domestic 
partner,  gossip  columnist  Kathrina  Fox. 


We're  Out 


10.  GARY  BOWEN 

It's  difficult  to  imagine  a more  successful  literary  career  than 
Gary  Bowen,  founder  of  the  American  Boyz,  who  as  an  author 
has  sold  200xx  published  stories  to  his  credit.  That's  more 
than  many  writers  produce  in  a lifetime.  And  Gary's  career  is 
just  getting  warmed  up,  with  more  stories  already  scheduled 
for  a half-dozen  forthcoming  anthologies.  At  this  rate,  when 
he  finally  lays  down  his  pen  many  years  from  now,  Gary  may 
be  batting  one  thousand.  Stories  written,  that  is! 


9.  SPENCER 
BERGSTEDT 

Most  people  would  bet 
being  open  about  being 
transsexual  would  cost 
attorneys  a big  chunk 
of  their 

business. Spencer 
Bergstedt's  still  smiling, 
still  busy,  and  still  prac- 
ticing jurisprudence. 
More  amazingly,  he  still 
manages  to  find  time  for 
F2M  and  TG  activism. 


11. STEVEN  DAIN 

Many  out  TGs  are  suc- 
cessfully self-employed, 
often  in  service  indus- 
tries. Corporate  manage- 
rial types  seem  to  feel 
the  presence  of  a TG 
among  their  employees 
will  cost  customers. 
However,  the  experi- 
ence of  TGs  like  acu- 
puncturist Stephen 
Dain  who  have  gone  into 
business  for  themselves 
suggests  just  the  oppo- 
site. 
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12.  RIKI  ANNE 
WILCHINS 

Perhaps  the  country's  best 
known  transsexual  (she'd 
spell  it  with  one  "s")  next 
t>  Tula,  Riki  Anne 
Wilchins  may  not  be  quite 
a household  name.  But 
with  exposure  on 
television's  20)20  and 
other  news  programs,  and 
magazine  appearances  in 
everything  from  Out  to 
Esquire,  plus  newspaper 
coverage  virtually  nation- 
wide, theTG  community's  foremost  activist  is  becoming  its 
most  recognizable  face.  Being  TG  hasn't  kept  her  out  of  the 
job  market:  Riki's  a highly  sought  after  independent  com- 
puter programmer  (and  we  understand,  a tough  negotiator 
of  her  own  contracts  with  those  lucky  enough  to  acquire 
her  professional  expertise). 


13LOREN  CAMERON 

Talk  about  being  out!  Talk 
about  being  macho.  Talk 
about  being  a self-made 
man!  Talk  about  publishing 
success!  Talk  about  the 
community's  most  stunning 
black  and  white  photogra- 
phy! Talk  about  transman 
Loren  Cameron.  His  first 
book.  Body  Alchemy,  is  al- 
ready a multiple  award  win- 
ner and  a runaway  bestseller 
for  its  publisher,  Cleis  Press. 
Now  he's  in  a moving  new 
documentary  about  F2Ms, 
You  Don’t  Know  Dick!  Stay 
tuned  for  further  exciting 
developments. 


15.  YVONNE 
COOK-RILEY 

Speaking  of  equal  op- 
portunity employers: 
transgenderist  Yvonne 
Cook-Riley  isn't  the  only 
out  trans  working  for 
the  U.S.  Post  Office.  In 
fact,  the  Post  Office  isn't 
the  only  branch  of  the 
government  to  embrace 
trans  employees.  We've 
heard  tell  of  out  TGs  in 
other  branches  of  the 
civil  service.  Appar- 
ently, neither  snow,  nor 
sleet,  nor  dark  of  night,  or  being  trans  stops  one  from  be- 
ing a courier  on  appointed  rounds. 


16.  JASON 
CROMWELL, 

In  the  1950s  the  mere 
rumor  that  a student  or 
professor  was  TG  would 
have  been  sufficient 
grounds  for  dismissal. 
But  these  days,  the  halls 
of  academe  seem  to  be 
swarming  with  TG 
people.  Case  in  point,  as 
Rod  Serling  used  to  say, 
Jason  Cromwell,  Ph.D., 
anthropologist,  who 
earned  his  doctorate,  as 
a TG  with  a study  of  TGs. 
Despite  the  demands  of 
his  professional  activi- 
ties, Jason  has  been 
deeply  involved  with  the  on-going  FTM  conferences,  garner- 
ing him  one  of  the  first  FTM  International  Service  awards. 


14.  RENEE 
RICHARDS 

Tennis  pro  Renee  Richards 
was  the  first  major  sports 
figure  to  come  out  as  trans- 
gendered.  But  it  was  the 
headlines  that  died  down, 
not  her  career,  which  con- 
tinued strong  until  her  re- 
tirement. Add  a best-sell- 
ing book,  multiple  televi- 
sion appearances,  and 
enormous  public  popular- 
ity— all  of  which  left  the 
way  clear  for  Dennis  Rod- 
man  and  other  TG  sports 
figures  to  follow. 


17.  MICHELLE 
KAMMERER 

They  say  there  are  no 
atheists  "in  foxholes." 
There  is  apparently  no 
one  who  cares  if  you're 
transgendered  or  non- 
TG  when  you're  saving 
their  home  or  company 
from  a fire.  Apparently 
there's  just  appreciation. 
The  long-time  L.A. 
county  firefighter  found 
her  supervisor  and  the 
public  surprisingly  sup- 
portive when  she 
transitioned  on  the  job. 


18.  JAYNE 
COUNTY 

Going  from  country  and 
western  male  star  to  fe- 
male punk  rock-and-roller 
may  be  the  best  thing  that 
ever  happened  to  her,  ac- 
cording to  Jayne  County. 
Now  in  England  working 
on  her  sixth  album,  Ms. 
County  plans  to  wing 
back  to  the  U.S.A.  for  a 
series  of  East  Coast  con- 
certs later  this  year. 


21.  GIANNA 
ISRAEL 

In  some  things,  being 
transgender  seems  an  asset. 
Witness  the  increasing 
number  of  TG  therapists. 
Having  seen  life  a bit 
through  the  eyes  of  both 
genders  and  knowing  what 
pain  is,  as  they  do,  TGs  al- 
ready possess  two  key 
qualifications  for  working 
sympathetically  with 
people  in  distress.  Which 
may  explain  the  success  of 
San  Francisco  area  thera- 
pist, Gianna  Eveling  Israel,  who  reports  many  of  her  clients 
come  to  her  because  they  have  learned  she  is  transgendered. 


19.  JAMES  GREEN 

James  Green's  appear- 
ances as  himself  on  tele- 
vision and  in  the  ac- 
claimed documentary,  You 
Don't  Know  Dick:  The  Cou- 
rageous Hearts  of  Trans- 
sexual Men,  have  gener- 
ated interest  in  his  poten- 
tial as  an  actor  from  Hol- 
lywood producers.  The 
fact  that  he's  transgen- 
dered hasn't  entered  into 
the  conversations  at  all. 
Could  the  silver  screen's 
next  leading  man  be  a 
transman? 


22.  CHERYL 
COSTA 

Cheryl  Costa  is  out,  TG 
and  proud!  She's  one  of 
the  community's  most 
beloved  radio  personali- 
ties. The  weekly  pro- 
gram she  co-hosts  in  the 
Washington,  DC,  area  on 
WMET  has  already  been 
scouted  by  national  syn- 
dicators. Far  from  being 
daunted  by  Cheryl's 
transgender  back- 
ground, the  syndicators 
were  fascinated  and  saw 
it  as  a plus.  Move  over 
Rush  what's-his-name. 


20.  JAN  MORRIS 

Few  TGs  have  had  a more 
public  outing  than  Jan 
Morris,  whose  revelation 
of  her  own  transsexual 
journey  in  Conundrum 
doesn't  seem  to  have  put 
readers  off.  Having  gotten 
the  tropes  of  travel  writ- 
ing down  with  her  auto- 
biography, Morris  has 
gone  on  to  win  best-sell- 
ing audiences  with  her 
chronicles  of  pilgrimages 
to  exotic  climes  and  far 
away  places. 


23. DANA  PREISING 

Dana  Priesing  is  another  TG 
attorney  who  has  put  her 
professional  abilities  to  work 
for  the  TG  community.  As 
GenderPac's  Washington- 
based  woman-on-the-hill, 
she  monitors  legislation  that 
may  affect  TGs,  testifies  on 
behalf  of  the  TG  community 
before  congressional  hear- 
ings, and  works  to  draft 
trans-friendly  legislation. 
Meanwhile,  her  TG  status 
hasn't  prevented  individual 
and  corporate  clients  from 
beating  a path  to  Dana's  door. 
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24.  MELINDA 
WHITE  WAY 

Melinda  Whiteway,  de- 
puty sheriff,  makes  the 
rounds  of  California's 
Santa  Clara  Valley  at 
night.  One  of  those  rare 
peace  officers  with  a law 
degree,  Melinda  has  a sec- 
ond distinction.  She  is  a 
TS  who  transitioned  on 
the  job.  What  was  her 
supervisor's  reaction  to 
the  announcement?  "It's 
a non-issue,"  he  said. 


25.  J.M.  STINE 

Jean  Marie  Stine  was 
out,  while  working  as  a 
Hollywood  ghost  (Linda 
DeViller's  Loveskills ) and 
occasional  screenwriter 
[Synapse]  long  before  she 
joined  the  IFGE  staff  as 
Director  of  Publications. 
Before  she  came  out, 
Jean  was  rated  "most 
popular  instructor"  by 
students  at  the  L.A. 
area's  Classes  Unlimited. 
After  going  full-time, 
and  teaching  in  women's 
attire,  Jean  reports  she  was  still  rated  "most  popular  in- 
structor." 


Aspects  of  Gender 


Gender/Self-Help 
New! 

2nd  Printing! 

Available 
July  31,1997 

Lesley  Gordon,  a happily 
married  transvestite,  has  authored  a 
fine  book  on  crossdressing  and  most 
of  its  related  issues.  Aspects  of 
Gender  stands  out!  It  is  meaningful 
to  both  transvestites  themselves 
trying  to  come  to  terms  with  their 
conditions  and  the  general  public 
without  any  knowledge  at  all  of  the 
subject.  Gordon’s  division  of 
Behavioral/Environmental  Origins 
and  Biological  Origins  are  well  written  and  very  sensible  ways  to  begin  his 
first  few  chapters.  Needs  and  desires  of  transvestites  and  transsexuals 
are  fairly  described,  as  are  the  ranges  of  reactions  good,  bad,  fair,  unfair  and 
many  in  between  from  the  rest  of  the  world.  Pros  and  cons  regarding  telling, 
not  telling  partners,  family  members,  and  close  fiends  are  well  presented. 
There  is  a fairly  good  chapter  on  how  to:  select  feminine  clothing,  shoes, 
walking,  hair,  basic  makeup  and  cosmetic  steps,  and  many  of  the  consider- 
ations critical  if  one  is  to  go  out  in  public  crossdressed.A  very  fine  book 
written  with  seriousness. 

New  York  Girls  Newsletter 

“Crossdressing  (transvestitism),”  writes  Leslie  Gordon, “is  su- 
perficially a simple  matter  of  persons  of  one  sex  wearing  clothing  tradi- 
tionally worn  by  the  other.  It  is  in  fact,  however,  quite  a complex  form  of 
behavior. Thousands  of  people  from  all  walks  of  life  engage  in  it  in  one 
form  or  another.  Its  origins  derive  from  a number  of  different  roots  and 
individuals  crossdress  for  many  different  reasons.There  are  psychologi- 
cal and  social  aspects  which  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  CD’s 


The  Definitive  Book  About 

Crossdressing! 


behavior  and  the  CD’s  own  view  of  self  as  well  as  society’s  view  of  the 
CD  and,  of  particular  importance,  the  relationship  between  the  CD  and 
his  close  associates,  be  they  spouse,  partner,  colleagues  or  friends. 

“It  is  to  try  to  shed  light  on  these  various  aspects  of  cross- 
dressing that  this  book  is  written. The  subject  is  discussed,  also  the  mul- 
titude of  questions  and  problems  which  trouble  those  concerned  with 
crossdressing — questions  raised  not  only  by  the  CD  but  by  spouses, 
partners,  family  and  colleagues.  Finally,  for  those  who  seek  information 
on  the  subject  as  partners  of  a CD,  as  social  workers  or  as  counselors,  I 
hope  that  this  book,  along  with  the  information  on  my  own  personal  life, 
will  provide  at  least  the  basis  for  understanding  and  tolerance.” 

Among  Aspects  of  Gender’s  fascinating  chapters  are:  What  is  a 
Transvestite/Crossdresser?;  Origins  of  the  Transgender  Personality;The 
Satisfaction  of  a Fantasy,  Sources  of  Hostility;  To  Tell  Partner  or  Not?; 
Learning  to  Live  with  Each  Other;The  Transvestite  as  a Woman,  Looking 
Good  — Feeling  Good;TheTransvestite  &The  Law;  Help  & Advice  for  the 
Transvestite. 

IFGE  Publications,  PO.Box  229, Waltham  MA  02254 
617-899-2212  Fax:617-899-5703 

e-mail  ifge@world.std.com 
ISBN  0-9625976-2-7  RETAIL:  $ 1 4.95 
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Too  many 
of  them! 


You  can 
spot  them 
a mile 
away! 


continued  on 
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wish 


they 


would 


give 


up 


theglamour 


look! 


Randi  Ettner,  Ph.D. 


"When  you  treat  another  harshly 
and  distance  yourself  from  your 
heart,  it  is  you  that  suffers 
as  well  as  the  other,  and 
when  you  treat  another  with 
compassion,  you  treat  yourself 
kindly  at  the  same  time." 


Gary  Zukav,  The  Seat  of  the  Soul 


Iran  into  someone  I know  from  the  TG 
community  the  other  day,  and  we 
started  to  discuss  a new  restaurant  in 
town. 

"How's  the  food?'  I asked. 
"Not  bad,"  said  my  acquain- 
tance. "But  I'll  never  go  back." 

"Why  is  that?" 

"Too  many  of  'them',"  was 
the  response.  "You  can  spot  them  a mile 
away.  The  night  I was  there,  there  was  a 
whole  group  of  them,  overdressed  of 
course,  being  read  as  soon  as  they  walked 
through  the  door.  I wish  they'd 
give  up  the  glamour  look. 

They  give  me  a bad 
rap,  and  soon  people 


Pauline's  outburst  seems,  it  is  an  outward 
projection  of  her  shame  and  lack  of  self- 
acceptance. Transphobic  TGs  cannot  ac- 
cept their  gender  uniqueness  and  are 
deeply  shamed  by  it. 

The  failure  to  accept  and  inte- 
grate this  part  of  the  self  causes  a 
'fsplitting"  inside.  Sometimes  this  actu- 
ally feels  like  two  different,  warring  selves 
within  one  body.  The  phenomenon  of 
splitting  is  most  easily  identified  in  child- 
hood. Often  a child  will  think  of  a "good" 
mommy  who  praises  and  doles  out  re- 
wards, and  the  "bad"  mommy  who  is 
abruptly  irritable  and  punitive.  As  the 
child  develops,  she  learns  to  reconcile  the 
complexities  of  individual  people  and  to 
fuse  the  two  personas  into  one  relatively 
encompassing,  stable  concept:  mommy. 

Although  a TG  who  is  unaware 
of  their  self-hatred  may  deny  that  they 
are  uncomfortable  with  themselves,  they 
project  this  anger  and  self-  loathing  onto 
other  members  of  the  community.  Often, 
this  comes  across  as  a hypercriticism  of 
others.  Recently,  a secretary  in  the  pro- 
cess of  transitioning  at  work,  came 
"dressed"  to  a support  group  meeting.  She 
left  crying.  "Everyone  told  me  how  awful 
I looked"  she  said. 
— v continued  on  page  47 


will  start  reading  me  too." 

I don't  think  my  friend  passes 
100%  of  the  time,  but  the  hostility  ex- 
pressed towards  others  who  are  out  and  do 
not  pass  is  unfortunately,  an  all  too  fre- 
quent sentiment. 

While  transphobia  in  our  society 
exists  everywhere,  its  occurrence  in  the 
gender  community  is  particularly  unset- 
tling. Many  transgendered  individuals 
compulsively  avoid,  shun,  or  mock  others 
who  are  transgendered. 

While  attending  a conference  out 
of  town,  three  participants,  all  of  whom 
were  living  full-time,  decided  to  take  a 
break  and  see  the  local  sights. 

"We  drove  down  to  a local  attrac- 
tion and  joined  the  other  tourists  viewing 
the  area.  Nobody  was  the  least  bit  inter- 
ested in  us,  or  even  aware  of  our  presence; 
let  alone  the  fact  that  we  were  transgen- 
dered. Suddenly,  Pauline,  who  seemed  un- 
easy the  whole  way  up  blurted  out,  "1  bet 
you  people  have  never  seen  men  dressed 
like  women  before.  Well,  that's  what  we 
are!'  Needless  to  say,  we  were  horrified." 

As  inappropriate  and  extreme  as 
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The  TG  Communiw 


A Personal  Perspective 
on  the  11th  Annual 
IFGE  Conference 
“California  Unity  '97" 

Melanie  Yarborough 


Ihe  11th  Annual  IFGE  national  conference,  California  Unity, 

April  15-20th  1997,  held  in  cooperation  with  the  California  Dreamin'  Orga- 
nizing Committee  and  other  regional  transgender  groups,  was  very  high- 
energy  event.  Perhaps  this  is  because  it  drew  such 

high-energy  people:  Rikki  Ann  Wilchins,  Executive  Director  of  GenderPac; 
James  Green,  President  of  FTM  International;  Jane  Ellen  Fairfax  of  Tri-Ess; 
JoAnn  Roberts  of  CDS  and  Renaissance;  Jean  Marie  Stine,  editor-in-chief  of 
Transgender;  Mariette  Pathy  Allen,  the  TG  community's  #1  photographer; 


CAL  UNITY  CLOSE-UP: 
400  Transfolk 
Can't  be  Wrong! 

Nearly  400  transgendered  individuals  and  their 
supporters  gathered  at  Long  Beach, California's 
Hotel  Queen  Mary,once  one  of  the  most  fabled 
of  ocean  liners  before  being  dry-docked  as  a 
hostelry.  It  can  modestly  be  said  that  there  has 
never  been  a gender  event  to  equal  it.  And  no 
wonder!  Cal  Unity  was  the  result  of  the  joint  ef- 
forts of  no  less  than  nine  participating  organi- 
zations: IFGE,  PPOC,  Diablo  Valley  Girls,  Neutral 
Corner,  Androgyny,  the  Transgender  Menace 
(Southern  California), Born  Free, Pathfinders, and 
ETVC. 

Just  consider  these  staggering  statistics:  almost  400  at- 
tendees; three  tiers  of  programming  (see  accompanying  sto- 
ries), each  amounting  almost  to  a separate  conference  within 
the  conference:  1)  the  main  program  with  material  of  interest 
to  almost  every  one  who  attended;  2)  a program  for  spouses 
and  significant  others;  3)  a "masculinities"  program  designed 
especially  for  F2Ms;  three  unforgettable  galas,  including  two 
glamorous  awards  ceremonies,  where  worthy  TG  individuals 
and  supporters  were  honored  with  more  than  one  dozen 
awards:  The  Alicia  Lichty,  Virginia  Prince, Trinity,  Pathfinders,  FTM 
International,  Diversity,  and  Transgender  Tapestry  awards.  (See 
accompanying  stories.) 

Thursday  night,  the  Jim  Bridges  Salon  hosted  an  IFGE 
membership  fund-raiser  that  will  go  down  in  history.  Moviestar 


handsome  in  a white  tux,  Jim  pre- 
sented a series  of  knockout  perfor- 
mances by  headliners  from  the  big- 
gest drag/FI  shows  in  town.  Friday 
night  saw  attendees  turned  out  in 
their  stunning  best  for  an  annual 
PPOC/Cal  Dreamin'  Alycia  Lichty 
Award  Banquet  that  will  long  be  re- 
membered! Saturday  night  mixed  entertainment  and  edifica- 
tion,as  mistress  of  ceremonies  J.J.  Allen, sequins  flaming, steered 
the  evening  between  award  presentations  and  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  fabulous  singers  ever  to  perform  at  a TG  confer- 
ence. 

Cal  Unity's  daytime  events  were  held  in  the  three-story 
atrium  of  the  Hotel  Queen  Mary  Conference  Center.  The  first 
level  housed  registration,  vendors,  and  booths  sponsored  by 
various  national  and  regional  TG  groups  offering  informational 
brochures  and  announcements  for  forthcoming  conferences. 
On  the  second  level, straight  from  Europe,  was  the  first  U.S.  pre- 
sentation of  the  Magnus  Hirschfeld  Exhibit,  celebrating  the  TG- 
friendly  pioneer  German  sexologist  whose  work  was  suppressed 
and  destroyed  by  the  Nazis.  The  lower  level  of  the  conference 
center  hosted  panels,  workshops  and  other  exciting  presenta- 
tions. 

Throughout  the  five  delightful  days  of  Cal  Unity,  par- 
ticipants enjoyed  near  round-the-clock  conversation,  educa- 
tion,outreach, entertainment,  receptions,  banquets, receptions, 
and  other  festivities.  Old  friends  met,  new  friends  were  made; 
the  joy,  pride  and  excitement  of  being  TG  were  very  much 
evident.  IFGE's  12th  Annual  Conference,  Crossing  Borders,  will 
be  held  March  24-29, 1998,  in  Toronto,  Canada,  in  conjunction 
with  Expressions,  the  Toronto  transgender  support  and  educa- 
tion organization. 

(Reprinted  from  dispatches  in  The  IFGE  Newsletter .) 


s Critical  Mass 


"California  Unity  was  exactly  that,  a great 
demonstration  of  unity,  as  leaders  from  a 
cross-section  of  our  community  came 
together  in  harmony  and  support." 

Rachel  Miller, 
author  The  Bliss  of  Becoming  One 


Tonye  Barreto-Neto,  Executive  Director  of  Transgender  Officers  Protect  and  Serve  (TOPS); 
Nancy  Nangeroni  of  the  Gender  Talk  radioshow;  Cindy  Martin  of  the  TG  Forum;  Erin  Souza 
of  ETVC;  Linda  & Cynthia  Phillips  of  The  Texas  T Party.  These,  and  many  others,  are  our 

community's  organizers  and  activists,  the  people  with  that 
deep  sense  of  commitment.  When  you're  surrounded  by  people  like  that, 

the  enthusiasm  rubs  off. 

Workshops  and  presentations  covered  a wide  range  of  topics:  hormones,  makeup  and 
jewelry,  transgenderism  and  law  enforcement,  spouses  and  significant  others,  the  female-to- 
male  community,  effective  use  of  the  Internet,  counseling  issues  and  community  organizing. 


CAL  UNITY 
CLOSE-UP: 
Spouses  and 
Partners 


One  of  the  several  workshops  and  discussions 
dedicated  to  couple  relationships  brought 
up  issues  of  boundaries  and  accommo- 
. dation.  Panelists  included  Jane  Ellen 
Fairfax,  Tri-Ess  Board  of  Directors;  Frances 
Fairfax,  editor  The  Femme  Mirror;  Pam  G, 
Treasurer  of  the  San  Diego  Neutral  Cor- 
ner group;  Pam's  spouse,  Janet;  and 
Sharon  and  Sharlene,  members  of  the 
wives'  support  group,  Pathfinders, 

The  workshop  focused  on  issues  like 
how  crossdressers  inform  their  wives  of  their  situ- 
ation. The  answer,  in  all  too  many  cases,  is  unfortunately  by 
accident:  for  example,  when  unfamiliar  women's  clothing  was 
discovered  around  the  house. 

Jane  Ellen  broke  the  news  to  Frances  by  first  doing  re- 
search on  the  subject,  and  then  telling  her  this  was  an  extra 
side  of  her  personality,  a feminine  side  expressed  by  crossdress- 
ing. Jane  Ellen  was  careful  to  let  Frances  know  from  the  outset 
"You're  not  going  to  lose  me  to  this."  One  audience  member, 
Dana,  underscored  this  by  saying,  "It's  the  crossdresser's  re- 
sponsibility to  educate  their  partner." 

Sharlene  candidly  told  the  audience,"  When  I first  found 
out  about  my  spouse  crossdressing,  I wasn't  willing  to  accept 
it.  I was  pretty  much  in  a state  of  denial.  I'd  ask  him  how  he 


and  his  'condition'  were 
doing."  Sharlene  also  felt 
the  urgent  need  for 
someone  to  talk  to  on  this, 
but  didn't  know  where  to 
turn.  She  set  an  initial 
boundary  of  sight;  cross- 
dressing was  tolerated, 
but  only  as  long  as  she 
didn't  have  to  see  it. 

Wives  were  told 
they  can  set  boundaries. 
However,  it's  a 
quintessential^  male 
thing  to  test  boundaries, 
to  see  how  far  things  can 
be  pushed.  It's  crucial 
that  women  understand 
boundary-testing  isn't 
necessarily  a male  imposition.  It's  a natural  component  of  mas- 
culinity, the  same  masculinity  they  value  in  their  mates, 

Jane  Ellen  Fairfax  observed,  "There  must  be  compro- 
mise on  both  sides."  Wives  need  to  also  be  willing  to  dialogue 
about  it,  not  to  draw  inflexible  boundaries  which  can  never 
be  negotiated.  But, as  Sharlene  says, "Respect  your  wife's  right 
not  to  have  to  be  a part  of  it." 

Janet  wondered, "Why  can't  a crossdressing  husband 
act  like  a woman  in  other  ways  that  matter,  like  talking,  dis- 
cussing things?"  Jane  Ellen  concurred,  with,  "The  best  thing  a 
crossdresser  can  do  is  to  feminize  his  soul. They've  never  learned 
to  listen  or  to  develop  those  same  traits  they  love  in  women.  If 
we  become  more  feminine  in  our  outlook,  our  wives  may  al- 
low us  to  be  more  feminine  in  our  clothing." 


Melanie  Yarborough 
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Membership  Application 


Join  Today  ! 


The  International 
Foundation  For 
Gender  Education 


Help  Us  Help  You  and  the  Entire  Transgender  Community! 

The  International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education  is  the  oldest  and  largest 
non-profit  organization  serving  the  transgendered  community. 


IFGE  efforts  include: 

Twelve-hour-a-day  hot-line  for  CD,  TS,  F2M,  M2F,  and  other  TG  individuals; 

Educating  members  of  the  TG  community,  the  general  public,  media,  and  elected  officials  about  crossdressing, 
transgender,  and  transsexual  issues; 

A mail-order,  on-line  and  walk-in  bookstore  devoted  toTG  books  and  tapes; 

Educating  medical,  psychological,  and  psychiatric  health  workers  and  other  providers  about  gender  issues; 

Outreach  and  referrals  for  individuals  and  organizations  within  the  TG  community; 

Monitoring  and  publicizing  legislation  that  affects  theTG  community; 

Providing  legal,  medical,  and  theraputic  referral; 

Funding  for  research,  educational,  and  community  projects; 

Free  mailing  of  event  and  product  information  for  other  non-profit  TG  groups; 

Financial  and/or  strategic  support  for  the  Congress  of  Transgendered  Organizations,  the  New  Women's  Conference, 

the  Spouse  & Partners  International  Conference  for  Education,  the  International  Conference  for  Transgendered  Law  & 
Employment  Policy,  the  International  Congress  on  Crossdressing,  Sex  & Gender,  etc.; 

A library,  resource  center,  and  archive. 


IFGE  depends  on  memberships  for  a significant  portion  of  its  income.  If  you  have  an  interest  in  gender  issues, 
please  join.  IFGE  is  a registered  501  (c)3  non-profit  organization. 

And  our  members  receive  special  benefits  like:  a quarterly  newsletter  presenting  news 
of  IFGE  and  the  community,  voting  privileges,  and  a 10%  discount  on  IFGE  books 
and  the  products  of  more  than  two  dozen  vendors. 


To  Join  IFGE  please  complete  this  form  and  return  it  today! 
Name  


Address, 
City 


State 


_Zip_ 


Membership  Type:  Basic  1 .1  Supporting  1 Benefactor  □ 

$25  $100  $500 


Payment  Enclosed  $_ 
MC/VISA# 


Check# 


_Exp.  Date, 


If  Transgender  Tapestry  subscriber,  please  include  account#. 


Confidentiality 

* All  packages  are  plainly  wrapped  for  your 
comfort.  The  return  address  merely  includes: 
P.O.  Box  229,  Waltham.  MA  02254-0229 

* We  do  not  share  our  database  with  anyone  , 
thus  no  unwanted  mail. 

*Your  name  will  be  deleted  from  our  database 
at  any  time  with  a written  request. 

* To  increase  your  level  of  comfort  we  might 
suggest  a P.O.  Box. 


You  will  receive  a 
numbered  membership 
card.  Your  membership 
number  must  be  used 
when  ordering  products 
to  receive  applicable 
discounts. 
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Spouses 
& Significant 
Others 


popular  song  de- 
scribes why  . 

some  of  us 
never  find 
love  The  ; 

lyrics  say 
we  are, 

"Looking  for  love  in  all 
the  wrong  places." 
Where  are  transgen- 
dered  people  looking  for  love?  Many  are 
waiting  for  love  to  come  to  them  through 
other  people,  but  real  love  moves  outward 
from  the  heart. 

What  does  this  mean?  Simply 
stated  this  means  that  too  often  we  are  in- 
clined to  say,  "Love  me  so  I can  love  myself." 
In  reality  we  should  be  saying,  "I  want  to  be 
lovable.  I want  to  love  myself,  and  then  per- 
haps others  will  also  love  me." 

Basically,  most  of  our  problems  in 
matters  of  love  relate  to  the  egocentric  na- 
ture of  humanity.  Most  people  ask  first, 
"What's  in  it  for  me?"  Or  they  say,  "If  I don't 
get  the  love  I deserve  I'll  never  be  truly 
happy!"  Too  much  of  our  self-confidence 
seems  to  be  dependent  upon  moment-by-mo- 
ment  responses  from  others. 

Once  we  have  started  to  love  our- 
selves, we  have  opened  our  hearts  for  the  love 
which  can  be  freely  given  by  others.  We  are 
not  talking  about  the  kind  of  self-love  expe- 
rienced by  Narcissus,  who  looked  into  a 
pond,  saw  a reflection  of  himself,  and  fell 
very  much  in  love  with  what  he  saw.  From 
that  time  forward  Narcissus  found  no  room 
for  anyone  else.  The  Narcissus  kind  of  self- 
love  deprives  an  individual  of  the  fulfillment 
which  others  can  bring  into  life. 

The  healthy  kind  of  self-love  is  not 
vanity.  Rather  it  is  self-appreciation  which 
is  necessary  for  good  mental  health.  If  you 
constantly  doubt  or  reject  yourself,  love  re- 
lationships will  be  affected.  People  tend  to 
project  their  inner  thoughts  about  self,  and 
others  are  either  positively  or  negatively  af- 
fected. 

In  his  recent  book,  Born  For  Love 
(Random  House),  Leo  Buscaglia,  Ph.D.,  de- 
scribes the  love  of  self,  as  well  as  the  love  for 
others,  as  something  we  must  continually 
work  toward.  But,  according  to  Buscagalia, 
you  must  forgive  yourself  first  before  your 
heart  is  ready  for  love.  According  to 
Buscgalia,  "You  might  forget  your  own  tele- 
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phone  number,  but  you  will  have  an  unfail- 
ing memory  for  all  the  things  you  have  done 
wrong,  especially  the  past  mistakes."  Our 
chances  for  love  are  greatly  diminished  when 
we  allow  the  past  to  cloud  the  present. 

SHARING  LIFE  WITH 
ANOTHER 

If  you  believe  you  cannot  be 
happy  without  being  in 
volved  in  a relationship,  you 
are  already  showing  symp 
toms  of  a person  who  has  dif- 
ficulty in  relationships.  This  dependency 
upon  love  is  a "set  up"  for  a clinging,  de- 
pendent attitude.  Another  person  cannot 
make  you  happy,  make  you  feel  good,  or  el- 
evate your  self-confidence. 

Ideally,  you  can  move  from  the 
need  for  external  approval  to  self-approval. 
Wanting  to  share  a beautiful  sunset  with 
someone  is  normal.  Feeling  that  there  is  no 
pleasure  in  the  sunset  when  you  are  alone  is 
not  normal  or  ideal. 

Unfortunately,  our  culture  empha- 
sizes external  approval  at  the  expense  of  in- 
ternal harmony  and  honesty.  You  have  read 
stories  about  men  who  find  status  within  the 
business  world  at  the  expense  of  personal 
integrity.  You  also  know  about  students  who 
cheat  on  exams  in  order  to  have  the  best 
grade  and  the  approval  of  the  teacher.  Where 
does  self-approval  fit  into  this? 

WHAT  IS  THE  SOURCE  OF 
HAPPINESS? 

We  believe  other 
people  are  male 
ing  us  unhappy 
when  they  do 
not  love  us  freely 
or  in  the  way  we  want  to  be  loved.  Resent- 
ment, anger,  frustration,  and  fear  fill  our 
hearts.  Women  in  a committed  relationship 


Dr.  Peggy  Rudd, 
Director  of  SPICE 
and 

Dignity  Cruises 

with  transgendered  men  may  feel 
many  of  these  negative  emotions. 
These  are  dangerous  emotions  ca- 
pable of  leading  people  toward 
I self-destruction.  Since  such  emo- 
tions are  stimulated  by  external 
forces,  their  impact  is  only  an  il- 
lusion and  can  be  handled  or  dissipated  with 
some  effort.  One  thing  is  definite.  Keeping 
negative  emotions  around  is  detrimental  to 
love,  and  will  almost  always  harm  any  rela- 
tionship. 

We  need  to  build  bridges  from  the 
shadows  of  pain  back  into  our  hearts.  True 
feelings,  including  love  and  acceptance,  be- 
gin within.  We  must  learn  to  be  true  to  our 
own  identity  before  others  can  learn  to  re- 
late to  that  identity.  Self-approval  precedes 
approval  by  others.  As  long  as  a person  has 
not  come  to  terms  with  who  they  are,  others 
will  see  them  as  less  than  lovable.  If  a per- 
son finds  little  or  no  internal  harmony,  he 
cannot  expect  to  have  a harmonious  relation- 
ship with  others.  To  state  this  in  simple  terms 
we  cannot  demand  love.  We  must  create  it. 

An  ancient  proverb  states:  "MAS- 
TER YOURSELF  AND  YOU  CAN  MASTER 
ANYTHING!" 

To  find  love,  look  in  the  right 
places.  Look  first  into  all  the  dark  recesses 
of  your  heart.  Resolve  the  issues  you  find 
there,  and  you  will  be  ready  to  find  love. 
Forget  about  the  Narcissus  type  of  love  that 
focuses  upon  external  beauty.  Look  into  your 
own  heart.  Keep  yourself  worthy  of  respect, 
and  you  will  be  able  to  love  yourself.  This  is 
not  a selfish  attitude  unless  we  start  to  care 
only  about  selfish  interests.  There  is  much 
pleasure  in  giving  ourselves  to  another  per- 
son when  we  feel  we  are  worth  giving.  The 
selfish  person  looks  at  the  world  only  from 
the  view  of  what  he  or  she  can  get  out  of  it. 
Selfishness  is  the  opposite  of  self-love,  which 
is  motivated  by  the  desire  to  please  another 
person.  The  irony  is  that  selfish  people  re- 
ally do  not  love  themselves.  They  love  no- 
body. Self-love  helps  us  know  we  are  SOME- 
BODY. To  love  yourself  is  to  think  of  your- 
self as  worthy  of  love. 

(Peggy  Rudd,  EdD,  is  the  author  of  My 
Husband  Wears  My  Clothes  and  Crossdressing  with 
Dignity.  She  currently  serves  as  the  director  of  the  an- 
nual Spouses  and  Partners  International  Conference  for 
Education  [SPICE].) 


Transgender's  Directory 

SKIN 

Baby 
Soft  & 
How  To 
Get  It 

Linda  DeFruscio, 
R.E. , R.I.,  P.M.E. 


Many  of  my  older  M2F  trans 

sexual  clients  worry  about 
the  drying  of  skin  that  de 
velops  as  we  age.  They 
want  to  know  what  they 
can  do  to  combat  it  and 
keep  the  moist,  plump, 
baby-soft  look  and  feel  as- 
sociated with  youth 
and  femininity. 

With  the  effects  of  aging,  everyone's  skin  gradually  be- 
comes drier  and  thinner.  Dry,  thin  skin  is  prone  to: 

Deep  wrinkles 

Loss  of  elasticity  (bagging  may  occur) 

Veins,  redness  and  pigmentation 
Loss  of  hydration 

Pre-  and  post-operative  women  are  not  alone  in  their  con- 
cerns. Recent  studies  have  shown  that  millions  of  men  and  women 
suffer  from  the  effects  of  dry,  sensitive  skin.  These  studies  also 
show  that  Americans  are  more  concerned  about  skin  care  than 
ever,  with  30%  more  women  and  40%  more  men  using  skin  care 
products  than  they  did  just  five  years  ago. 

A good  skin  care  program  helps  remedy  a variety  of 
conditions  created  by  dry  skin  that  can  mar  the  baby  soft  touch 
and  feel  of  a CD's  or  TS's  skin: 

Dryness,  Redness,  Scaling,  Itching,  Rashes,  Acne 
To  prevent  these,  it  is  best  to  begin  a skin  care  program 
long  before  the  need  is  apparent.  The  following  program  has  been 
specially  designed  to  maintain  and  create  softer,  healthier-look- 
ing  skin: 


1 . Increase  water  intake  to  6-8  eight-ounce  glasses  a day. 

2.  Exercise  (Minimum  of  30  minutes  per  day — See  your 
doctor  first.  ) 

3.  Have  proper  nutrition  and  eat  a balanced  diet. 

4. 1 recommend  vitamin  E-  400  I.  U.  (dl-Alpha-Tocophenyl- 
Acetate).  Take  one  softgel  daily  with  a glass  of  water  and 
after  a meal.  Vitamins  taken  internally  should  be  super- 
vised under  the  care  of  a doctor  or  state-licensed  nutri- 
tionist. 

5.  In  order  for  fresh  new  skin  cells  to  form,  you  must  ei- 
ther exfoliate  dead  cells  by  using  micro-fine,  beaded  skin 
washes  or  use  light  chemical  peels  such  as  alpha-hydroxy 
or  physician-provided  Retin-A. 

6.  Get  deep  hydration  treatments  from  a skilled  aesthetician 
or  a salon  expert. 

7.  Have  skin  care  check-ups  including  facials  monthly  or 
bi-monthly.  Provide  a daily  home  skin  care  program  with 
a consistent  regime.  Keep  extra  products  on  hand  so  you 
don't  run  out  of  what  works  best  on  your  skin. 

8.  Get  adequate  sleep  (7-8  hours  per  night).  This  provides 
healing  time  for  the  skin  and  the  body. 

Follow  this  program  regularly.  It  may  sound  like  a lot  of 
work,  but  it's  worth  it.  Glamorous  actresses  don't  get  that  baby- 
soft  look  by  accident.  It's  the  result  of  hard  work,  and  a day-in  day- 
out,  year-in  year-out  routine  of  proper  skin  care.  But  then  none  of 
the  most  prized  attributes  that  M2Fs  associate  with  femininity  are 
come  by  easily — or  naturally! 

(Linda  DeFruscio,  R.  E.  , R.  I.  , P.  M.  E.  is  owner  of  A & A Electrolysis  and  Skin 
Care  Associates,  815  Washington  Street,  Newtonville,  MA  02160  (61 7)  964-1000. 
Questions  are  welcomed  by  phone  or  by  letter.  ) 
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Transgender 

* Tapestry 


THE  MAGAZINE  FOR  AND  ABOUT  THE  GENDER  COMMUNITY! 


REGULAR  SUBSCRIPTION  (U.S.A.,  Puerto  Rico)  $40.00  (S55.00  1st  class  postage)  Includes  a 
subscription  for  four  consecutive  issues  of  the  Transgender  Tapestry,  and  a free  personal 
listing  for  the  duration  of  the  subscription. 

REGULAR  SUBSCRIPTION  (Canada,  Mexico,  Overseas  Surface)  $55.00  ($65.00  Overseas 
Airmail)  Same  as  above. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 

CITY: 

STATE: 

ZIP: 

Make  checks  and  money  orders  payable  in  U.S.  Funds  to  Transgender  Tapestry.  Send  this  completed 
form  and  your  check  or  money  order  to:  IFGE,  P.O.  Box  229,  Waltham,  MA  02254-0229. 

Visa/Master  Card  #: Exp.  Date: 

(6%  Donation  applied) 

All  information  given  on  this  form  is  strictly  confidential.  Transgender  Tapestry  is  mailed  in  a plain  brown  envelope. 
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Crossdressing 

TOPS 

The  growing  female-to-male  movement 
Make-up  and  fashion 
TGs  in  prison 
How  to  pass 
Transsexual  surgery 
TG  and  sci-fi 
The  transgenderist  movement 
Wives,  spouses  and  significant  others 
TG  conferences 
Coming  out 
Civil  rights  and  politics 


Medical  notes 

from  Dr.  Sheila  Kirk,  MD 


Personal  advice 
from  therapist 
Gianna  Eveling  Israel 


TG  news  & notes  from 
Nancy  Nangeroni 


TG  personalities  & performers 
Book  and  video  reviews 


Legal  views  from 
Dana  Presing,  J.D. 
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Key 


OPEN  TO  ALL  CROSSDRESSERS 
TRI-ESS  - HETEROSEXUAL  CDs  & Family 
OPEN  TO  ALL  TRANSSEXUALS 
FEMALE  TO  MALE  TRANSSEXUALS  ONLY 
SIGNIFICANT  OTHERS'  SUPPORT 


(CD)TV 

TRI-S 

TS 

FTM 

SO 


INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR  GENDER  EDUCATION: 
IFGE,  Box  229,  Waltham  MA  02254-0229.  (617)899-2212  FAX 
(617)899-5703.  E-mail:  ifge@world.std.com.  Education,  outreach. 


DEAF/HARD  OF  HEARING/SI  - JESS:  (202)547-9524  (tdd  only). 
E-mail:  1 lmtanzar@gallua.gallaudet.edu. 


r 


Support  Groups 


INTERNATIONAL 

AND 

NATIONAL 


NATIONAL  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  TASK  FORCE:  2320  17th  Street, 
NW,  Washington  DC  20009-2702.  (202)332-6483  extension  3301, 
FAX  (202)332-0207,  TTY  (202)332-6219.  It  is  impossible  to  list  all 
the  gay  and  lesbian  support  groups.  Write  NGLTF  for  a referral 
to  someone  near  you. 


OUTREACH  INSTITUTE  OF  GENDER  STUDIES:  OIGS,  126 


Western  Ave,  Suite  246,  Augusta  ME  04330.  Ariadne  Kane, 
L,TG,BI,G,G-friendly -ABLIED  QUEER:  1517  B.  Missouri,  Hous-  MEd,  Director  (207)621-0858.  Programs  for  professionals, 
ton  TX  77006.  Email:  james_e@iah.com. 


FTM  - AMERICAN  BOYZ:  Gary  (410)392-3640. 

E-mail:  f2m-admin@tantalus.clark.net. 

AMERICAN  EDUCATIONAL  GENDER  INFORMATION 
SERVICE,  Inc.:  AEGIS,  PO  Box  33724,  Decatur  GA  30033- 
0724.  Ms.  Dallas  Denny,  MA,  Licensed  Psychological  Examiner 
(TN).  (770)939-0244  helpline,  FAX  (770)939-1770  E-mail: 
<aegis@mindspring.com>.  Educational,  mental  health  services 
and  support  group. 


RENAISSANCE  EDUCATION  ASSOCIATION:  987  Old  Eagle 
School  Rd„  #719,  Wayne  PA  19087.  (610)975-9119  (24  hrs). 
Email:  angela@ren.org.  Educational  outreach  and  support  group. 


SOCIETY  FOR  THE  SECOND  SELF  (TRI-ESS):  PO  Box  1 94,  Tulare 
CA  93275.  Email:  TRISINFO@AOL.COM  Educational  outreach 
and  support  group  for  heterosexual  crossdressers.  Write  for  re- 
ferral to  local  chapter. 


FEMALE-TO-MALE  INTERNATIONAL:  FTM,  5337  College  Av- 
enue, #142,  Oakland  CA  94618.  Education,  outreach. 


SPOUSES/PARTNERS  INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  for 
EDUCATION:  SPICE,  c/o  P.  Rudd,  PO  Box  5304,  Katy  TX  77491. 
Annual  conference  for  partners  of  gender-gifted  males. 


INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON  TRANSGENDER  LAW 
AND  EMPLOYMENT  POLICY:  PO  Box  35477,  Houston  TX 
77235-5477.  Annual  conference  on  transgender  legal  and  policy 
issues. 


TRANNSEXUALS  IN  PRISON:  c/o  Roni  Lynne  Soubrette,  104 
Quineveree  Ct.,  Castle  Rock  WA  09611.  Support  group. 


AH  groups  are  non-profit  and  non-sexual  in  nature  unless  otherwise  noted.  All  information  shared  is  confidential. 
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ALABAMA 

(350-369) 

TS  - MONTGOMERY  MEDICAL  & PSY- 
CHOLOGICAL INSTITUTE,  INC.:  Mont- 
gomery Institute,  PO  Box  3361,  Montgom- 
ery AL  35109.  Jerry  or  Lynn  Montgom- 
ery. (205)272  -2726.  Mental  health  ser- 
vices/support group. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  RHO  GAMMA:  SERGA, 
PO  Box  16174,  Huntsville  AL  35802. 
Michelle  Steadman,  (205)880-9660.  Sup- 
port group. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  RHO  GAMMA  SOUTH: 
SERGA,  PO  Box  66286,  Mobile  AL  36660. 
Lisa  Jackson.  Support  group. 


ALASKA 

(995-999) 

ALASKAN  T-PEOPLE:  c/o  Bobbie  Wendy 
Tucey,  PO  Box  670349,  Chugiak  AK 
99567-0349.  Support  group. 


ARIZONA 

(850-864) 

CD/TS  - A ROSE:  PO  Box  82813,  Phoenix 
AZ  85071-2813.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/TG-  GENDER  OUTLAWS:  PO  Box 
55863,  Phoenix  AZ  85078.  (602)  274-9599. 
Hotline,  professional  referrals. 

TRI-S  - ALPHA  ZETA  CHAPTER:  PO  Box 
1738,  Tempe  AZ  85280-1738.  Web  site: 
http://users.aol.com/jessicaphx/ 
alpha_za.htm.  Support  group. 

SORORITY:  support  group  for  family, 
friends.  (602)293-3456. 

WINGSPAN:  422  North  4th  Avenue,  Tuc- 
son AZ  85705.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - TAU  UPSILON:  8802  E.  Bradway 
Blvd.  #145,  Tucson  AZ  85710.  Phone: 
(520)296-3472. 


ARKANSAS 

(716-729) 

TRI-S -MU  SIGMA:  PO  Box  24031,  Little 
Rock  AR  72221.(501)227-8798,(501)523- 
2466.  Support  group. 


CD/TS/TG/SO  - DANIELLE'S  GETAWAY: 
c/o  Danielle  Storm,  PO  Box  61,  Jonesboro 
AR  72403-0061.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/Gay  CD  - TRI-S  - TAU  UPSILON: 
8802  Broadway  Blvd.,  #145,  Tucson  AZ 
85710.  (520)296-3472.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/TG  - EVOLVER:  416  E.  22nd  St., 
Tucson  AZ  85713.  (520)  884-0541.  Sup- 
port group. 

METRO'ON  OF  CATALINA:  Focuses  on 
study  of  the  spiritual  heritage  of  the  Gallae 
the  transgendered  priestesses  of  Cybele 
and  Attis.  Email:  gallae@azstarnet.com 


CALIFORNIA 

(900-960) 

CD  - ANDROGYNY:  PO  Box  480740,  Los 
Angeles  CA  90004.(213)467-8317,  Shiela 
or  Shirley.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - MINORITY  AIDS  PROJECT: 
5149  W.  Jefferson  Blvd,  Los  Angeles  CA 
90016.  (213)936-9338.  Education  and  out- 
reach. 

TS  - AMERICAN  TRANSSEXUAL  EDU- 
CATION CENTER:  ATEC,  1626  N.  Wilcox 
Ave.,  #584,  Hollywood  CA  90028.  Refer- 
rals. 

TRI-S  - ALPHA:  PO  Box  411352,  Eagle 
Rock  Station,  Los  Angeles  CA  90041. 
Phone:  (818)352-9448.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - GENDER  AWARENESS 
LEAGUE:  c/o  Grace  Bredow,  PO  Box 
46062,  Los  Angeles  CA  90046.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS  - CLUB  CHERCHEZ  LA  FEMME: 
PO  Box  14521,  Long  Beach  CA  90803. 
Send  SASE  for  details.  Private  membership 
club. 

CD/TS  - ON  THE  SCENE  NIGHT: 
Marlayna  Lacie,  1856  Cherry,  #608,  Long 
Beach  CA  90806.  Parties  and  socials. 

CD/SO  - CROSSDRESSER  HETERO- 
SEXUAL INTERSOCIAL  CLUB:  CHIC,  PO 
Box  8487,  Long  Beach  CA  90808.  (310)420- 
2580.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - GENDER  EXPRESSIONS:  PO  Box 
816  Lakewood,  CA  90714.  (310)  869-4241. 
Outreach  coordination. 

CD  - CD  SOCIAL  GROUP:  PO  Box  224, 
Montrose  CA  91021. 


SO  - PATHFINDERS:  PO  Box  2973,  Co- 
rona CA  91718-2973.  Support  group  for 
genetic  women  involved  with  the  gender 
community. 

IS  - AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o  Sherri 
Groveman,  4203  Genessee  Ave.,  #103-436, 
San  Diego  CA  921  17-4950.  Email: 
<aissg@aol.com>. 

CD/TS/SO  - BORN  FREE:  PO  Box  3822 
Riverside  CA  925519-3822.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - PSGV  TRANSGENDERED 
SUPPORT:  401  South  Main  Street,  Ste. 
104,  Pomona  CA  91765.  (909)620-8987. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - NEUTRAL  CORNER:  PO  Box 
12581,  San  Diego  CA  92112.  (619)685- 
3696.  E-mail:  http://users.aol.com/ 
nutrlcrnr.html  Support  group. 

TS  - PHOENIX  RISING:  c/o  Kristen 
Dixon,  PO  Box  632852,  San  Diego  CA 
92163-2852.  Support  group. 

TG  - TRANS  ACTION:  PO  Box  632954, 
San  Diego  CA  92163-2954.  Support/ad- 
vocacy group. 

SO  - LOVED  ONES  OF  TRANSSEXUALS: 
(714)786-6891.  Support  group. 

SO  - LADIES  KNIGHT  OUT:  PO  Box  232, 
Laguna  Hills  CA  92654.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - POWDER  PUFFS  OF  CALI- 
FORNIA: PPOC,  PO  Box  1088,  Yorba 

Linda  CA  92686.  Email:  <ppoc@aol.com. 
Support  group. 

CD/SO  - LADIES  KNIGHT  OUT:  PO  Box 
19608-179,  Irvine  CA  92713.  (714)262- 
9105.  Support  group  for  heterosexual 
crossdressing  couples. 

CD/TS  - PEOPLE  EXPRESSING  ALTER- 
NATIVE LIFESTYLES:  PEAL,  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Center,  12832  Garden  Grove  Blvd. 
#A,  Garden  Grove  CA  92832.  (714)534- 
0862,  live  Wed.  8:00-9:30.  Monthly  sup- 
port group. 

TRI-S  - TRI-CHI  - TRI  ESS:  PO  Box  194, 
Tulare  CA  93275.  Phone:  (209)688-9246. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S  - SOCIETY  FOR  THE  SECOND 
SELF:  c/o  Carol  Beecroft,  Box  194,  Tulare 
CA  93275.  (209)688-9246.  Support  group. 

INFO  LINK  ORANGE  COUNTY: 
(714)851-2883.  Referrals.  Also  available  in 
Spanish  and  TDD. 
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NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 
(940-960) 

FTMTS/TG  - TRANSMALETASKFORCE: 
1259  El  Camino  Real,  #151,  Menlo  Park 
CA  94025.  (415)  780-9349.  F2M  support. 

TENDERLOIN  SELF-HELP  CENTER:  191 
Golden  Gate  Ave..,  San  Francisco  CA 
94102.  (415)554-0518.  Peer  counseling  & 
support  group. 

BARBARA  F.  ANDERSON,  MSW,  PhD: 
1 537  Franklin  St.,  Suite  104,  San  Francisco 
CA  94109.  (415)776-0139,  FAX  (415)441- 
0936.  Certified  Sex  Therapist.  Clinical  Sex- 
ologist. 

CD/TS  - TRANSGENDER  NATION  SAN 
FRANCISCO:  584  Castro,  PO  Box  288,  San 
Francisco  CA  94114-2588.(415)863-6717. 
Political  action  group. 

FTM  TS  - FPSG:  584  Castro,  PO  Box  410- 
990,  San  Francisco  CA  94141-0990.  Sup- 
port group  for  FTM  TSs  of  COLOR  ONLY. 

CD/TS/SO  - SAN  FRANCISCO  GENDER 
INFORMATION:  SFGI,  PO  Box  423602, 
San  Francisco  CA  94142-3602.  Maintains 
database  of  TG  resources  for  SF  Bay  area. 

CD/TS/SO  - EDUCATIONAL  TV  CHAN- 
NEL: ETVC,  PO  Box  426486  San  Fran- 
cisco CA  94142-6486.  (510)549-2665 
hotline,  (415)334-3439  voice-mail,  Telzey 
(510)849-41 12.  Support  group. 

SO  - SIGNIFICANT  OTHERS  SUPPORT: 

SOS,  c/o  ETVC,  PO  Box  426486,  San  Fran- 
cisco CA  94142-6486.  Support  group. 

HARRY  BENJAMIN  INTERNATIONAL 
GENDER  DYSPHORIA  ASSOCIATION: 
HBIGDA,  3790  El  Camino  Real,  #251,  Palo 
Alto  CA  94306-3314.  (415)322-2335.  Re- 
source for  professionals. 

CD/TS/SO  - DIABLO  VALLEY  GIRLS: 
DVG,  PO  Box  272885,  Concord  CA  94527- 
2885.  (510)937-8432.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - SAN  JOAQUIN  GENDER  AS- 
SOCIATION: 1141  Catalina  Drive,  Box 
163,  Livermore  CA  94550.(510)447-9920. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR  HU- 
MAN GROWTH:  1250  Pine  St.,  Walnut 
Creek  CA  94596.  (510)939-771 1 . Support 
group. 


SOCIETY  FOR  INITIATIVES  AND 
SERVICES  IN  TRANSGENDER  ISSUES: 
PO  Box  30844,  Oakland  CA  94604-0844. 
(510)601-7975.  Sharon  Grayson. 

FTM  TS  - FTM  INTERNATIONAL:  5337 
College  Avenue,  #142,  Oakland  CA  94618. 
Support  group  for  FTM  TSs. 

CD/TS/SO  - PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR  HU- 
MAN GROWTH:  27 12  Telegraph  Ave,  Ber- 
keley CA  94705.  (510)548-8283.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS  - SWAN'S  INNER  SOCIETY:  PO 
Box  1423,  San  Jose  CA  95109.  (408)297- 
1423,  FAX  (408)993-8173.  Support  group. 

GAY/LES/TG  - THE  BILLY  DEFRANK 
CENTER:  175  Stockton  Avenue,  San  Jose 
CA  95126.  Support  group. 

CD  - THURSDAY  IRREGULARS:  c/o  Joan 
Sheldon,  PO  Box  6541,  San  Jose  CA  95150- 
6541.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - RAINBOW  GENDER  ASSO- 
CIATION: PO  Box  700730,  San  Jose  CA 
95170.  (408)984-4044  warmline.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS  - REDWOOD  EMPIRE  SOCIAL 
GROUP:  PO  BOX  1531,  Sonoma  CA 

95476.  (707)938-8029.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - SACRAMENTO  GENDER  AS- 
SOCIATION : PO  Box  2 1 5456,  Sacramento 
CA  95821.  (916)482-7742.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  SIGMA  BETA  - TRI-ESS 
SIERRA  SILVER  BELLS:  SSB,  PO  Box 
19933,  S.  Lake  Tahoe  CA  96151.  Support 
group. 


COLORADO 

(800-816) 

SO  -TEENAGE  KIDS  OF  TS:  TAKOTS,  c/o 
Laurie  Ciccotello,  1740  S.  Buckley  Road 
#6-178,  Aurora  CO  80017.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - GENDER  IDENTITY  CENTER 
OF  COLORADO,  INC.:  GIC,  1455 
Ammons  Street,  Suite  100,  Lakewood  CO 
80215.  (303)202-6466.  Educational  out- 
reach. 

FTM  - FTM  SUPPORT  GROUP:  Meets 
third  Wednesday  at  7.00  pm.  Call  John 
(303)698-2385. 


TRI-S  - DELTA  DENVER:  PO  Box  16208, 
Denver  CO  80216.  Email: 
wellsfehpmtpjrm.lvld.hp.com.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS  - SUPPORT  GROUP  OF  PUEBLO: 
PO  Box  1918,  Pueblo  CO  81002.  (719)543- 
6460.  Support  group. 


CONNECTICUT 

(060-069) 

CD/TS/SO  - CONNECTICUT  OUTREACH 
SOCIETY:  COS,  PO  Box  163,  Farmington 
CT  06034.  (860)657-4344.  Support  group. 

TS/SO  - XX  (TWENTY)CLUB:  PO  Box 
387,  Hartford  CT  06141-0387.  Support 
group. 

TS/SO  - IMAGES:  PO  Box  666,  Thomp- 
son CT  06241-0666.  (203)779-9708  voice 
and  FAX.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - P I GROUP:  PO  Box  245, 

Haddam  CT  06438-0245.  Discreet  photo, 
video,  scanning  and  desktop  publishing 
services. 

CD  - connecticuTView:  c/o  Denise 

Mason, PO  Box  2281,  Devon  CT  06460. 
Email:  Mason  D@aol.com.  Newsletter  and 
directory. 


DELAWARE 

(197-199) 

CD/TS-  TRANSSOCIETY  SISTERS  OF 
DELAWARE:  c/o  Linda  Marie,  Ivy  Hall, 
#6,  Newark  DE  1971 1 . Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - RENAISSANCE  - DELAWARE 
CHAPTER:  PO  Box  5656,  Wilmington  DE 
19808.  (302)376-1990.  Support  group. 


FLORIDA 

(320-340) 

CD/TS/SO  - GENDER  INFORM  NET- 
WORK OF  GAINESVILLE:  GING,  Gail 
Driaper,  (904)332-8178.  Referrals. 

CD/TS/TG  - PANTRA:  PO  Box  3426,  Tal- 
lahassee FL  32315-3426. 
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TRI-ESS  - TAU  LAMBDA:  PO  Box  3426, 
Tallahassee  FL  32315-3426. 

FLORIDA  CHAPTER  MONTGOMERY 
INSTITUTE,  Inc.:  PO  Box  141133, 

Gainesville  FL  32607.  (904)332-6638.  Re- 
ferrals. 

TRI-ESS  - PHI  EPSILON  MU/CENTRAL 
FLORIDA  SISTERS:  PO  Box  3261,  Winter 
Park  FL  32790-3261.(407)382-8389.  Email: 
DennisSFL@aol.com.  Web  site:  http:// 
www.virtual-pub.com/misc/fem.htm.  Sup- 
port group. 

CD/TS  - BUTTERFLIES  OF  THE  WORLD: 
For  information  contact  April-Lynne 
Fowler,  PO  Box  2782,  Orlando  Fl  32802- 
2782.  (407)841-3125.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - FANTASIA:  c/o  GLCS,  PO  Box 

533446,  Orlando  FL  32853-3446.  Phone: 
(407)425-4527.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - SERENITY:  PO  Box  307,  Hol- 
lywood FL  33022.  (954)436-9477.  Support 
group. 

TRI-ESS  - GAMMA  CHI  BETA:  PO  Box 
510045,  Punta  Gorda  FL  33051.  Phone 
(407382-8389. 

CD/TS/SO  - ANIMAS:  PO  Box  420309  Mi- 
ami FL  33242.  Support  group. 

GENDER  CONGRUITY  CENTER:  9960 

Center  Park  Blvd.  South,  #404,  Boca  Raton 
FL  33428.  (800)328-2633. 

CD/TS/SO  - STARBURST:  PO  Box  17411, 
Clearwater  FL  34622-0411.(813)523-8760. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS  - TAMPA  SISTERS:  TGIF,  PO  Box 
272819,  Tampa  FL  33688-2819.(813)935- 
6848,  Kimberly  Westwood.  Please  leave 
contact  information.  Support  group. 

THE  CONSULTANCY  FOR  CHANGE: 
Roger  N Millen,  PhD,  304  16th  Ave.,  In- 
dian Rocks  Beach  FL  33785-2824.  Phone: 
(813)595-8457.  Email: TforChange@aol.com. 
Counseling  and  psychotherapy  for  indi- 
viduals and  couples. 

TS  - ENCHANTE:  A.C.P,  1 180Cleveland 
St.,  Clearwater  FL  34615.  Phone:(81 3)845- 
0284,  Jackie.  Support  group. 


GEORGIA 

(300-319) 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  EPSILON:  PO  Box  272, 
Rosewell  GA  30077-0272.(770)552-4415. 
Email:  Kerri_E@prodigy.com/kerridc/ 
sigep.htm.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - AGE:  PO  Box  77562,  Atlanta 
GA  30357.  (770)939-2128.  Support  group. 

TS  - THE  EDEN  SOCIETY:  PO  Box 

941476,  Atlanta  GA  31 141-0476  Support 
group. 


HAWAII 

(967-969) 

HAWAII  TRANSGENDERED  OUT- 
REACH: PO  Box  4530,  Honolulu  HI 
96812-4530.  (808)923-4270.  Email: 

tghawaii@poi.net.  Support  group. 


ILLINOIS 

(600-629) 

PARENTS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  TRANS- 
GENDER COMMUNITY:  PFTC,  c/o  Elbe 
Altman,  Northbrook  IL  60062.  (847)564- 
9496,  e-mail:  EllieAlt@aol.com.  Support 
group. 

TRI-S -CHI  CHAPTER:  PO  Box  40,  Wood 
Dale  IL  60191-0040.  (630)262-8707.  Email: 
chitriess@aol.com.  Web  site:  http:// 
users.aol.com/triess/trisss/chim  ain.htm. 
Support  group. 

TS  - THE  SUNDAY  SOCIETY:  PO  Box 
478850,  Chicago  IL  60647.  Sampognaro 
and  Louise  L.  Raeder,  (312)486-3125, 
(312)252-7024,  Sheila  L.  Support  group. 

TG  - OUTPOST  TRANSGENDER 
GROUP:  123  W.  Church,  Champaign  IL 
61825.  Elizabeth  (217)359-5113.  Email: 
bridgett@prairienet.org.  Support  group. 

SO  - TRANSGENDER  SIGNIFICANT 
OTHERS:  Star  (217)328-4469..  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - CHICAGO  GENDER  SOCI- 
ETY: CGS,  PO  Box  578005,  Chicago  IL 
60657.  (708)863-7714.  Support  group. 


CD/TS/SO  - CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  GEN- 
DER ASSOCIATION:  CIGA,  PO  Box  182, 
Washington  IL  61571.  (309)444-9918, 
JoAnn.  Support  group. 


INDIANA 

(463-479) 

CD/TS/F2M/M2F/SO  -IGS  Attn:  Linda  BB, 
PO  Box  425,  Carmel  IN  46032.  Phone: 
(317)781-0834,  Angela.  Email: 

kaylin@iquest.net  Support  group. 

CD/TS/F2M/M2F/SO  - INDIANA  CROSS- 
DRESSERS SOCIETY:  Phone:  (219)929- 
8533.  Email:  claudiakl@aol.com.  Support 
group. 

TG  - TRANSGENDER  OUTREACH  OF 
NORTHERN  INDIANA  Attn:  Linda  BB, 
PO  Box  425,  Carmel  IN  46032.  Phone: 
(317)781-0834,  Angela.  Email: 

kaylin@iquest.net  Support  group. 


IOWA 

(500-528) 

CD/TS/SO  - RIVER  CITY  GENDER  AL- 
LIANCE: RCGA,  PO  Box  680,  Council 
Bluffs  IA  51502-0680.  (402)398-1255,  E- 
mail:  sgibbons@synergy.net.  Support 
group. 

TRI-S  - IOWA  ARTISTRY:  Box  75,  Cedar 
Rapids  IA  52406.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - QUAD-CITY  SOCIETY  FOR 
SEXUALITY  EDUCATION:  1236  W.  8th, 
Davenport  IA  52802.  (319)324-6941  from 
6-9pm.  Support  group. 

TS  - PHOENIX:  E-mail: 

ASuper@AOL.com.  Support  group. 


KANSAS 

(660-679) 

CD/TS/SO  - CROSSDRESSERS  AND 
FRIENDS:  CAF,  Box  4092,  Overland  Park 
KS  66204.  (913)791-3847.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - WICHITA  TRANSGENDER  AL- 
LIANCE: PO  Box  16831,  Wichita  KS 
67216-0831.  Support  group. 
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KENTUCKY 

(403-427) 

CD/TS/SO  - LOUISVILLE  GENDER  SO- 
CIETY: LGS,  PO  Box  5458,  Louisville 
KY  40255-0458.  (502)368-9918,  Lori, 
(502)589-9556,  Patricia.  Support  group. 


LOUISIANA 

(700-714) 

CD/TS/SO  - GULF  GENDER 
ALLIANCE:  PO  Box  56836,  New 
Orleans  LA  70187-1300.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  NEW  GROUP  FORMING:  c/o 
LA  Belle,  PO  Box  4373,  Baton  Rouge  LA 
70156-6836.  Phone:  (504)833-3046.  Sup- 
port group. 


MAINE 

(038-047) 

CD/TS/SO  - TRANSUPPORT:  Box  17622, 
Portland  ME  041 12.  Support  group. 

OUTREACH  INSTITUTE  OF  GENDER 
STUDIES:  405  Western  Avenue,  #345,  Port- 
land ME  04330.  (205)775-0858.  Education, 
referrals,  outreach. 

MAINE  GENDER  RESOURCE  AND  SUP- 
PORT SERVICE:  c/o  Jean  Vermette,  PO  Box 
1894,  Bangor  ME  04402-1894.  (207)945- 
3092.  Education,  referrals,  outreach. 

CD/TS/SO  - ALL  MAINE  TRANSGEN- 
DER: AMT,  PO  Box  145,  Brewer  ME 
04412.  (207)947-1686.  Support  group. 


MARYLAND 

(206-218) 

CD/TS/CD  - THE  CLUB  VICTORIA:  Box 
682,  Bowie  MD  20718.  (301)  805-2255. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - TRANQUILITY  (Renaissance 
affiliate):  c/o  GLCC,  241  W.  Chase  St.,  Bal- 
timore MD  21201 . Support  group. 

BALTIMORE  BOYZ:  Mary  (410)837-8888, 
Gary  (410)392-3640. 

COUPLES'  GROUP:  Maureen  Carlson  or 
Tambrey  Zang  (301)977-2403. 


CD/TS  - WASHINGTON-BALTIMORE 
ALLIANCE:  c/o  H.  Garfinkle,  PO  Box 
1994,  Silver  Spring  MD  20915.(301)649- 
3960.  Support  group.  Meets  in  Bethesda, 
Md. 

CD/TS  - TRI-STATE  TRANSGENDERED 
CLUB:  c/o  Diane  Terrant,  PO  Box  3102, 
Deer  Park  MD  21550-1002.(301)453-3538. 
Support  group. 


MASSACHUSETTS 

(010-027) 

CD/TS/SO  - SUNSHINE  CLUB:  PO.  Box 
564  Hadley,  MA  01035-0564.  Support 
group.  413-584-1487.  E-mail: 
ae907@yfn.ysu.edu,an3 131@anon.penet.fi 

TS-FTM-SO  - EAST  COAST  FEMALE-TO- 
MALE  GROUP:  PO.  Box  60585,  Florence 
Station,  Northampton,  MA  01060 

CD/TS  - BERKSHIRE  ALTERNATIVES: 
PO  Box  508,  North  Adams  MA  01247. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS  - THE  MYRIAD  NETWORK:  PO 
Box  288,  Williamstown  MA  01267.  Sup- 
port group. 

TS  - ASSET  (After  Surgery  Support  for 
Transsexuals):  ASSET,  PO  Box  3121, 
Greenfield  MA  01302.  Email: 
asset@crocker.com.  Support  group. 

TS  - MERISSA’S  SUPPORT  GROUP: 
(508)358-5919.  Support  Group.  First  Sun- 
day of  month,  6-10pm  in  Wayland,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

CD/TS/SO  - TIFFANY  CLUB  OF  NEW  EN- 
GLAND, INC.:  TCNE,  PO  Box  2283, 
Woburn  MA  01888-0483.  (617)891-9325 
(answered  live  Tuesdays  7:00-10:00pm  ET). 
Support  group. 

SO  - TIFFANY  CLUB  WIVES'  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  c/o  TCNE,  Inc.,  PO  Box  2283, 
Woburn  MA  01888-0483.(617)891-9325 
(answered  live  Tuesdays  7:00-10:00pm  ET). 
Support  group. 

CD/TS  - REFLECTIONS:  PO  Box  4002, 
East  Dedham  MA  02026.(617)323-6528. 
Support  group  and  other  services. 


TS/TG  - GENDER  SUPPORT  SERVICES 
FOR  TSs  (GISST):  (617)227-6216.  Support 
group  for  TS/TGs  with  addiction  issues. 
Meets  in  Boston. 

FTM- ENTERPRISE:  PO  Box  629,  Jamaica 
Plain  MA  02130.  (617)441-5165  FTM  sup- 
port group. 

SOCIETY  OF  CROSSDRESSING  HARD- 
WARE ENGINEERS:  SCHE,  276  Pearl 
Street,  L,  Cambridge  MA  02139. 

F2M  - THE  OFFICERS'  CLUB:  123  Moody 
St.,  Waltham  MA  02154.(617)  683-1095. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - AX  A:  PO  Box  38-0547,  Cam- 
bridge MA  02238.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - INN  VESTMENTS:  PO  Box 
2194,  Orleans  MA  02653.  Support  group. 

CD/TS-FTM- AMERICAN  BOYZ:  P.O.  Box 
229,  Waltham,  MA  02254-0229.  (617)  899- 
2212.  Support  Group 

SO/FTM  - PARTNERS,  FAMILY  & 
FRIENDS  OF  FTM's,  385  Essex  St.,  Salem 
MA  01970.  (508)  744-7213  Support  Group 

FTM/TS  - SALEM  SUPPORT  GROUP  - 385 
Essex  St.,  Salem,  MA  01970.  508-744-7213 


MICHIGAN 

(480-499) 

CROSSROADS:  PO  Box  1245,  Royal  Oak 
MI  48068-1245.  Messages:  (313)537-3267. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS  - NATIONAL  GENDER  DYSPHO- 
RIA ORGANIZATION  AND  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  NGDO,  PO  Box  02732,  Detroit 
MI  48202.  Justina  Williams,  President, 
(313)842-5258.  Education  and  support. 

TRI-S  - THETA  OMEGA  GAMMA  DE- 
TROIT: c/o  Tri-Ess,  8880  Bellaire  B2,  Suite 
104,  Houston  TX  77036.  (temporary).  Sup- 
port group. 

CD/TS/SO  - I.M.E.  OFWESTERN  MICHI- 
GAN: PO  Box  1153,  Grand  Rapids  MI 
49501.  Support  group. 
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MINNESOTA 

(550-567) 

CD/TS/SO  - MINNESOTA  FREEDOM  OF 
GENDER  EXPRESSION:  MFGE,  Box 
17945,  St.  Paul  MN  55117.(612)220-9072 
(voice-mail).  Support  group. 

GENDER  EDUCATION  CENTER:  GEC,  PO 
Box  1861,  Minneapolis  MN  55311.  Debbie 
Davis,  Director.  (612)424-5445,  FAX 
(612)424-8595.  Educational  outreach. 

TS  - NEW  MEN  & WOMEN  OF  MINNE- 
SOTA: PO  Box  6432,  Minneapolis  MN 
55406-0432.  (612)220-1920.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - BETA  GAMMA:  Box  8591,  Min- 
neapolis MN  55408.  (612)  870-8536.  Email: 
triessbg@tri-esss.com.  Web  site:  http:// 
www.tri-ess.com.  Support  group. 

DISTRICT  202:  2524  Nicollet  Ave.,  So. 
Minneapolis  MN  55408.  Safe  place  for 
youth. 

CD  - CITY  OF  LAKES  CROSSGENDER 
COMMUNITY:  CLCC,  PO  Box  16265,  Min- 
neapolis MN  55414.  (612)229-3613.  Sup- 
port group. 

TRANSGENDER  HIV/AIDS  PREVEN- 
TION PROGRAM:  Human  Sexuality, 
Dept,  of  Family  Practice  and  Community 
Health,  U Minnesota  Medical  School,  1300 
So.  2nd  Street,  Suite  180,  Minneapolis  MN 
55454.  (612)625-1500,  FAX  (612)626-8311. 
Educational  outreach. 


MISSISSIPPI 

(386-396) 

CD/TS  - AURORA:  c/o  Kim  Brown,  PO  Box 
1306,  Florence  MS  39073.(601)845-1328. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S  - BETA  CHI  MISSISSIPPI:  PO  Box 
31253,  Jackson  MS  39206-1253.  Lee 
Frances,  Secretary,  (601)982-7678  (24  hrs). 
Support  group. 


MISSOURI 

(630-658) 

CD/TS/SO  - ST  LOUIS  GENDER  FOUNDA- 
TION: StLGF,  PO  Box  9433,  St.  Louis  MO 
63117.  (314)  367-4128.  StLGF@aol.com.  Sup- 
port group. 


CD/TS  - MID-AMERICA  GENDER 
GROUP  INFORMATION  EXCHANGE: 
MAGGIE,  c/o  St.  Louis  Gender  Foundation, 
PO  Box  9433,  St.  Louis  MO  631 17.  Coali- 
tion. 

TS  - GENDER  DYSPHORIA  SUPPORT: 

Stacey  K.  Connors,  1101  S.  Liberty  Drive, 
Liberty  MO  64068.  (816)792-0304.  Sup- 
port group. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  MU:  PO  Box  2502#298, 
Springfield  Mo  65801.  Phone:  (417)831- 
3433.  Email:  LSolomon@mail.orion.org. 


NEBRASKA 

(680-693) 

CD/TS/SO  - RIVER  CITY  GENDER  ALLI- 
ANCE: RCGA,  PO  Box  3112,  Omaha  NE 
68103.  Support  group. 


NEVADA 

(890-898) 

TRI-S  - TAU  UPSILON:  8802  E.  Broadway 
Blvd.,  #145,  Tucson  AZ  85710.(502)296- 
3472.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  -THETA  UPSILON  GAMMA:  PO 
Box  42401,  Las  Vegas  NV  89116.(702)387- 
3891.  Email:  sage@intermind.net.  Web  site: 
http://www.intermind.net/theta/ 
theta.html.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - TURNABOUTS  OF  LAS  VE- 
GAS: PO  Box  927,  Las  Vegas  NV  89125. 
(702)  222-7814.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - TRANSSEXUALS  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  Leave  a message  for  Marty, 

(702)594-7884.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - SILVER  ROSE  GENDER  AS- 
SOCIATION: c/o  Lynda  Cheney,  PO  Box 
1334,  Carson  City  NV  89702.  Email: 
lyndach@aol.com.  Support  group. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
(030-038) 


WRITERS  ETC.:  c/o  AbbyM.  Greene,  PO 
Box  6211,  West  Franklin  NH  03235.(603) 
934-3379.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - GENDER  TALK  NORTH:  PO 
Box  421,  Peterboroough  NH  03458. 
(603)924-8828.  Support  group.  Email: 
gtnorth@top.monad.net 


G/L/Bi./T/Q  YOUTH  - SEACOAST  OUT- 
RIGHT: PO  Box  842,  Portsmouth  NH 
03802.  Phone:  (603)431-1013.  Resource,  re- 
ferral, support  for  those  21  and  younger; 
referral  only  for  those  over  21. 


NEW  JERSEY 
(070-088) 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  NU  RHO:  SNR,  1092  St. 
Georges  Ave.,  Box  234,  Rahway  NJ  07065- 
2664.  Phone:  (908)826-5287.  24-hour  hot- 
line (800)480-3152,  in  near  states.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS  - JUMPSTART  CABLE:  PO  Box 
622,  Paramus  NJ  07653.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - CHI  DELTA  MU:  PO  Box  1,  River 
Edge  NJ  07661-0001.  (800)484- 
7593(code4985).  Support  group.  Internet: 
cdm@carroll.com 

CD/TS/SO  - MONMOUTH/OCEAN 
TRANS  GENDER:  MOTG,  PO  Box  8243, 
Red  Bank  NJ  07701.  (908)219-9094.  Email: 
vikkimmotg@aol.com.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - TRANSIT:  (908)526-2369. 
Support  group. 

CD/SO  - EAST  COAST  COUPLES  NET- 
WORK: ECCN,  c/o  MOG,  PO  Box  8243, 
Red  Bank  NJ  07701.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - NORTHERN  NEW  JERSEY:  c/o 
Ms.  Lynda  Frank,  PO  Box  9192, 
Morristown  NJ  07960.  (201)663-0772. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS  - NJSUPPORT:  c/o  T.  Risley, 
(609)933-2233.  Meetings  1st  Saturday  of 
the  month,  Unitarian  Universalist  Church 
of  Washington  Crossing.  Renaissance  af- 
filiate. 


NEW  MEXICO 
(870-884) 

TRI-S  - FIESTA!:  8200  Montgomery  NE, 
#241,  Albuquerque  NM  87109.  Phone: 
(505)299-2533.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o 
Stephanie,  2449  Algodones  N.E.,  Albu- 
querque NM  871 12.  Support  group. 
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NEW  YORK 
(090-149) 

CD/TS  - TRANSGENDER  RIGHTS! 
(TGR):  (212)979-8547.  Political  action 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - IMPERIAL  QUEENS  & 
KINGS  OF  NY,  LI,  NJ,  CT  & PA:  80 
Eighth  Avenue,  Suite  301,  New  York  NY 
10011.  (212)229-1968  days,  (212)627-1969 
evenings.  Open  social  group. 

TS  - GENDER  IDENTITY  PROJECT: 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services  Cen- 
ter, 208  West  13th  Street,  New ’York  NY 
1001 1.  (212)620-7310.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - METROPOLITAN  GENDER 
NETWORK:  561  Hudson  St,  Box  45,  New 
York  NY  10014.(201)794-1665  ext.  332. 
Support  group. 

BI-GENDER  SELF-HELP  GROUP:  meets 
2nd  Monday  each  month,  6-8  pm  in  lower 
Manhattan.  Contact:  Lynda  Frank, 
(212)765-3561. 

CD/TS/SO  - CDI/NY:  404  W.  40th  St.,  #2, 
New  York  NY  10018.  (212)570-7389,  or 
(212)564-4847.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - EULENSPIEGEL  SOCIETY:  Box 
2783,  Grand  Central  Station,  New  York  NY 
10163.  (212)388-7022.  B&D-oriented  sup- 
port group. 

TS/F2M/M2F  - MGN/STAR:  214  16th 
Street,  Brooklyn  NY  1 1215.  (718)965- 
2911.  Email:  directlink@mindspring.com. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO -GIRLS' NIGHT  OUT:  G.N.O., 
c/o  Barbara  Fortune,  PO  Box  350369, 
Brooklyn  NY  11235-0007.(201)794-1665, 
ext  2021.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - NEW  YORK  GIRL  & PART- 
NERS: PO  Box  456,  Centereach  NY 
1 1720.  (516)732-51 15.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - HEMPSTEAD  HOTLINE: 
(516)485-6400. 

CD/TS/SO  - HUNTINGTON  HOTLINE: 
(516)549-8700. 

CD/TS/SO  - MIDDLE  EARTH  HOTLINE: 
(516)679-1111. 


CD/TS/SO  - LONG  ISLAND  FEMME  EX- 
PRESSION: LIFE,  PO  Box  131 1,  Water  Mill 
NY  1 1976-131  1.  (516)283-1333.  Email: 
joed2 viola@aol.com. Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO -TRANSGENDERISTS'  INDE- 
PENDENCE CLUB:  TGIC,  PO  Box  13604, 
Albany  NY  12212-3604.  (518)436-4513 
live  Thurs.  7-9  p.m.  or  leave  a message  and 
instructions  for  calling  back.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - TRANSGENDER  NETWORK: 
PO  Box  1611,  South  Rd  Annex, 
Poughkeepsie  NY  12601-0611.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - EXPRESSING  OUR  NATURE: 
EON,  PO  Box  3586,  Syracuse  NY  13220. 
(315)423-4099.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - LAMBDA  CHI  LAMBDA  : PO  Box 
97,  Ilion  NY  13357.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - TRANSGENDER  SOCIETY 
OF  NORTHERN  NEW  YORK:  PO  Box 
6164,  Watertown  NY  13601.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  -TG  SOCIETY  OF  NORTHERN 
NY:  26646  Smith  Road,  Dexter  NY  13634. 
(315)649-5534.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - NU  PHI  CHI-BUFFALO  BELLES: 
P.O.  Box  1701,  Amherst  NY  14226-1701. 
(716)643-2626.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - ROCHESTER  CD-NET- 
WORK:  PO  Box  92055,  Rochester  NY 
14692.  (716)251-2132.  Support  group. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
(270-289) 

CD/TS/SO  - TRIAD  GENDER  ASSOCIA- 
TION: TGA,  c/o  Stephanie  Dyla,  PO  Box 
2265,  Jamestown  NC  28282-2264. 
(910)454-1493.  Support  group,  http:// 
www.geocities.com/westhollywood/8607/ 

A CIRCLE  OF  CHILDREN:  Rt  5,  PO  Box 
564,  Zebulon  NC  27579.  Chris  Allen, 
(919)269-8698.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - GDANC  SUPPORT  GROUP:  PO 
Box  305,  Salisbury  NC  28145.  (704)642 
1914.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - CAROLINA  TRANS-SEN- 
SUAL  ALLIANCE:  PO  Box  25347,  Char- 
lotte NC  28229-5347.  (704)551-8838  (voice 
mail).  Support  group. 


CD/TS/SO  - AGO:  1235-E  East  Blvrd., 
Charlotte  NC  28203.  Alternative  Gender- 
Oriented  is  group's  full  name. 

TRI-S  - KAPPA  BETA:  PO  Box  12101, 
Charlotte  NC  28220-2101.(704)565-5034. 
Email:  Diane  Jones,  dajones@InfoAve.net. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S  - CHI  CHI  RHO-TRI-ESS:  Crystal 
Coast  Rose,  PO  Box  733,  Bridgeton  NC 
28519.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - PHOENIX  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT:  Phoenix,  PO  Box  18332, 
Asheville  NC  28814.  (704)253-9882.  Sup- 
port group. 


OHIO 

(434-457) 

CD/TS/SO  - CRYSTAL  CLUB:  PO  Box  287, 
Columbus  OH  43068-0287.(614)231-1368. 
Email:  cc@stargatge.com.  Support  group. 

GLASS  CITY  SISTERS:  PO  Box  8532,  To- 
ledo OH  43623.  Email:  glassister@al.com. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S  - ALPHA  OMEGA:  Box  2053, 
Sheffield  Lake  OH  44054-0053.(216)556- 
0067.  Support  group. 

CD  - PARADISE  CLUB:  Paradise,  PO  Box 
29564,  Parma  OH  44129.  Email: 
ParadiseCL@aol.com.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - CROSS-PORT:  PO  Box  1692, 
Cincinnati  OH  45201 . (606)581-371 1,  E- 
mail:  crossport@aol.com.  Support  group. 


OKLAHOMA 

(730-749) 

CD/TS  - SOONER  DIVERSITY:  PO  Box 
575,  Norman  OK  73070.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  BETA:  PO  Box  42122, 
Oklahoma  City  OK  73123.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - CENTRAL  OKLAHOMA 
TRANSGENDER  ALLIANCE:  COTA  PO 
Box  60354,  Oklahoma  City  OK  73146.  Sup- 
port group. 

CD/TS  - CROSS  DRESSERS  INTERNA- 
TIONAL: CDI  c/o  Ms  Gwen  Pete,  PO  Box 
50192,  Tulsa  OK  74104.  (918)582-6643/ 
835-5334.  Support  group. 
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CD/TS  - DESIRE:  c/o  Ms.  Gwen  Pete,  PO 
Box  50192,  Tulsa  OK  74104.  Support 
group. 


OREGON 

(970-979) 

TS/TG/TV  - THE  TRANS  GROUP:  c/o 
Phoenix  Rising  Foundation,  620  SW  5th 
Ave.,  Suite  710,  Portland  OR  97204. 
Phone:  (503)223-8299.  Support  group. 

TS-  TRANSSEXUAL  PEER  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  c/o  Phoenix  Rising  Foundation, 
620  SW  5th  Ave.,  Suite  710,  Portland  OR 
97204.  Phone:  (503)223-8299.  Support 
group. 

CD  - NORTHWEST  GENDER  ALLI- 
ANCE: NWGA,  PO  Box  4928,  Portland  OR 
97208.  (503)646-2802.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO-  TRANS-PORT:  PO  Box  66913, 
Portland  OR  97290-6913.  (503)774-8463. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - CAPITOL  CITY  CHAPTER: 
PO  Box  3312,  Salem  OR  97302.  Support 
group. 

TS  - SALISHON,  THE  WOMYN’S  IN- 
FORMATION NETWORK:  SALISHON, 
PO  Box  1604,  Eugene  OR  97440-1604.  Ser- 
vice and  information. 

TG  - INTERMOUNTAIN  TRANSGEN- 
DER OUTREACH  1524  Monroe  Avenue, 
La  Grande  OR  97850.  (541)962-3466. 
Email:  keol@eosc.osshe.edu.  Support 
group. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

(150-196) 

TS  - TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP: 
TSG,  6020  Penn  Circle  South,  Pittsburgh 
PA  15206.  (412)661-7030.  Support  group. 

FTM  - PITBOYZ:  Dan  & Michelle.  E-mail: 
windyl@aabe.com. 

CD/TS  -TRANSPITT:  PO  Box  3214,  Pitts- 
burgh PA  15230.  (412)224-6015.  Support 
group. 

CD  - TRAVELERS  EXPRESS:  PO  Box  150, 
Falls  Creek  PA  15840.  (814)375-7651.  Sup- 
port group. 


FAMILY  - TRANSFAMILY:  c/o  Deni  Scott, 
962  Rockdale  Road,  Butler  PA  16001. 
(412)758-3578  (Janet).  Email: 
dscott@pgh.net.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - OASIS:  PO  Box  622,  Meadville 
PA  16335.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - ERIE  SISTERS:  ESCC,  1903 
West  8th  Street,  Suite  261 , Erie  PA 
16505.  Email:  eriesister@aol.com.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - RENAISSANCE  - LOWER 
SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEY  CHAPTER: 
Renaissance  - LSV,  PO  Box  2122,  Harris- 
burg PA  17105-2122.  (717)780-1578. 
Email:  lsv@ezonline.com.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - RENAISSANCE  - LEHIGH 
VALLEY/POCONO  AREA:  Renaissance 
LV,  PO  Box  3624,  Allentown  PA  18106. 
Phone:  (610)821-2955.  Support  group. 

FTM  - LANCASTER  BOYZ:  Tom  (717)892- 
4999.  E-mail:  malesic@prolog.net.  (Philadel- 
phia area.) 

CD/TS/SO  - CROSS  DRESSERS  INTERNA- 
TIONAL: CDI,  PO  Box  61,  Easton  PA 
18044.  S.  Kristine  James,  Director,  Karen 
Cioe,  NYC  Coordinator.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - NE  PA  TRANSGENDER  AL- 
LIANCE: Lehigh  Valley.  (610)821-2955. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - RENAISSANCE  - GREATER 
PHILADELPHIA  CHAPTER:  Renaissance 
GPC,  987  Old  Eagle  Schol  Road,  Sute  719, 
Wayne  PA  19087.  (610)975-91 19.  Support 
group. 

TS  - PHILA.  TS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  PO 
Box  15839,  Philadelphia  PA  19103. 
(215)567-7879.  Support  group. 

TS  - POSITIVE  CHANGE:  c/o  Pequin 

Place,  201  S Camac  St.,  Philadelphia  PA 
19107.  Joanna  Sands  (215)732-0603.  Sup- 
port group. 

FTM  - PHILLY  BOYZ:  Steve  (2 1 5)546-6444. 
E-mail:  shock@asc.upenn.edu.  (Philadel- 
phia area.) 

UJIMA:  Peer  counseling,  safer  sex  demos, 
and  info  materials  for  TG  teens.  Meets  Wed. 
nights  at  6:30  at  1207  Chestnut  Street,  4th 
floor  in  Philadelphia 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  PO  Box  36-4842, 
San  Juan  PR  00936-4842.  Phone  (787)782- 
9600.  HIV/AIDS  outreach  organization. 


TENNESSEE 

(370-384) 

TRI-S  - ALPHA  PI  OMEGA:  PO  Box  871, 
Brentwood  TN  37204-0871.  Email: 
laurywl@mindspring.com.  Web  site:  http:/ 
/members,  aol.com/apotris/aponash.htm. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - TENNESSEE  VALS:  PO  Box 
92335,  Nashville  TN  37209.  (615)664-6883 
voice  mail.  Support  group.  E-mail:ttp:// 
www.transgender.org/tg/tvals/index.html 

TV/TS  - TV/TS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o 
Rev.  John  Prowett,  1517  Court  Street,  Suite 
4,  Memphis  TN  38104-2402.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - MEMPHIS  TG  ALLIANCE: 
PO  Box  11052,  Memphis  TN  38111-0052. 
Support  group. 


TEXAS 
(750-799) 

CD/TS/SO  - METROPLEX  CD  CLUB:  PO 
Box  141924,  Irving  TX  75014.  (972)264- 
7103.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - AGAPE:  1631  Dorchester,  #112, 
Plano  TX  75075.  (214)424-1234.  Support 
group. 

TRI-S  - NU  EPSILON TAU:  PO  Box  14096, 
Arlington  TX  76094.  (214)490-5738. 
Email:  BobbieR648.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - HELP  ME...ACCCEPT  ME  OF 
DALLAS:  6753  Camp  Bowie  Blvd.,  #177, 
Fort  Worth  TX  761 16.  Supprt  group. 

CD  - METROPLEX  CD  CLUB:  Bldg  106, 
Suite  144,  7120  Rufe  Snow  Dr.,  Watauga 
TX  76148-1862.  Support  group. 

SO  - WIVES'/PARTNERS'  SUPPORT:  PO 
Box  5304,  Katy  TX  77036.  (909)875-2687. 

CD  - HELPING  CDs  ANONYMOUS: 
HCDA,  68-4  e Hwy  6 s #334,  Houston  TX 
77083.  Email:  brenda@firstnethou.com. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - GULF  COAST  TRANSGEN- 
DER COMMUNITY:  PO  Box  66643, 

Houston  TX  77266.  (713)780-4282.  Sup- 
port group. 
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TS  - TEXAS  ASSOCIATION  FOR  TS  SUP- 
PORT: PO  BOX  142,  Bellaire  TX  77401. 
(713)827-5913.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - TAU  CHI  CHAPTER-TRI  ESS: 
Box  1105,  Alief  TX  77411-1105.  (713)349- 
8969.  Email:  JEFTRIS@aol.com.  Web  site: 
http:www.firstnethou.com/brenda/.  Sup- 
port group. 

ROSENBERG  CLINIC,  GENDER  TREAT- 
MENT PROGRAM:  1103  Rosenberg, 
Galveston  TX  77550.  (409)763-0016.  Medi- 
cal, psychological  care  and  support  groups. 

SO  - WATS:  PO  Box  17,  Bulverde  TX 
78163.  (210)980-7788,  before  9:00pm  CT, 
please.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - BOULTON  & PARK  SOCI- 
ETY: PO  Box  17,  Bulverde,  TX  78163 
(210)980-7788  liveTues.  6-9  pm  CT.  Email: 
tx  t party@aol.com.  Support  group. 

TS  - SAN  ANTONIO  TRANSSEXUAL 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  SATSG,  PO  Box  12913, 
San  Antonio  TX  78212.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - AUSTIN  SECOND  IMAGE: 
PO  Bx  15381,  Austin,  TX  78761 . (512)515- 
5460  Wed.  7-9pm.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - WEST  TEXAS  GENDER  ALLI- 
ANCE: c/o  Tami  Maloney,  5817  Atlantic 
Dr.,  Abilene  TX  79606.  Support  group. 


UTAH 

(840-847) 

CD/TS/SO  - ALPHA  RHO,  SALT  LAKE 
CITY:  PO  Box  571242,  Salt  Lake  City  UT 
84157-1242.  (801)553-8141.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO -ENGENDERED  SPECIES:  PO 
Box  11897,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84147. 
(801)364-0136.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/TG/SO  - SALT  LAKE  GENDER 
CONSORTIUM:  Genevera  Martin  Pres., 
PO  Box  651073,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84165- 
1073.  (801)576-1416.  Support  Group. 


VERMONT 

(050-059) 

CD/TS-TRANS:  (802)472-8115.  Meets  1st 
8t  3rd  Tuesdays  in  Burlingtn.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS  - VERMONT  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  For  information  leave 
message  at  (802)860-8430.  Support  group. 


VIRGINIA 

(220-246) 


CD -BLACK  ROSE:  PO  Box  11161,  Arling- 
ton VA  22210.  (301)369-7667.  Support 
group. 

TS/SO  - METRO  AREA  GENDER  IDEN- 
TITY CONNECTION  (MAGIC):  MAGA, 
PO  Box  16036,  Arlington  VA  22215. 
(301)949-3822.  Support  group. 

TRANS-GENDER  EDUCATIONAL  ASSO- 
CIATION: PO  Box  16036,  Arlington  VA 
22215.  (301)949-3822.  Support  group. 

CD -VIRGINIAS  SECRET:  PO  Box  14716, 
Richmond  VA  23221-0386.  E-mail: 
vasecret@aol.com.  Support  group. 

FTM  - VA  BOYZ:  John  (804)751-0584.  E- 
mail:  moojuu@gnn.com. 

CD/TS. So  - BEACH  BUNNIES:  PO  Box 
641 21 M,  Virginia  Beach  VA  23467.  Sup- 
port group. 


WASHINGTON 

(980-994) 

TS/SO  - TRANSSEXUAL  LESBIANS  AND 
FRIENDS:  TLF,  Seattle,  WA  (206)292- 
1037.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - EMERALD  CITY:  PO  Box 
31318,  Seattle  WA  98103.  (206)827-9494. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS  - CINDERELLA  CIRCLE:  304  W. 
Champin,  Bellingham 

WA  98225  (360)671-7826.  Email: 

Starchild@aol.com.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/M2F/F2M/SO  - PAPILLON:  Attn: 
Marianne,  P.O.  Box  1365,  Veredale,  WA 
99037.  Support  Group.  Phone:  (509)624- 
5358.  Out  of  Spokane 


WASHINGTON,  DC 
(200-205) 


CD/TS  - WASHINGTON-BALTIMORE 
ALLIANCE:  c/o  R.  Lewis,  PO  Box  50724, 
Washington  DC  20091-0724.  (301)277- 
5475.  Support  group.  Meets  in  Baltimore. 

FTM  - DC  BOYZ:  Adam  (301)270-0372.  E- 
mail:  romandede@aol.com.  (Metro  DC.) 


CD/TS/SO  - TRANSGENDER  EDUCA 
TIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  GREATEF 
WASHINGTON:  TGEA,  PO  Box  16036 
Arlington  VA  22215.  (301)  949-3822.  Sup- 
port group. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 
(246-268) 

CD/TS  - THE  VALLEY  GIRLS:  TVG,  P0 
Box  181,  Dunbar  WV  25064.  Support 
group. 

CD/SO  - TRANS-WV:  PO  Box  2322,  Hun- 
tington WV  25724-2322.  Support  group 


WISCONSIN 

(530-548) 

TRANSGENDER  IDENTITY  GROUP:  c/ 
o Ivanoff  and  Ivanoff,  Ste  1810  Clark 
Building,  633  West  Wisconsin  Ave,  Mil- 
waukee WI  53203-1918.  (414)271-3322. 
Psychotherapy. 

INSTITUTE  FOR  PSYCHOSEXUAL 
HEALTH:  Great  Lakes  Gender  Clinic, 
3250  North  Oakland  Avenue,  Milwaukee 
WI  53211.  Charles  A.Kiley,  ACS W,  LICSW, 
(414)332  5407.  Psychotherapy. 

CD/TS/SO  - GEMINI  GENDER  GROUP: 
PO  Box  44211,  Milwaukee  WI  53214. 
(414)297-9328  (voice-mail).  Support  group. 

MILWAUKEE  TRANSGENDER  PRO- 
GRAM: Pathways  Counseling  Center, 
2645  N.  Mayfair  Road,  Ste  230,  First  Fi- 
nancial Building,  Milwaukee  WI  53226- 
1304.  (414)774-41 1 1 . Full  service  TS  facil- 
ity. 


WYOMING 

(820-831) 

CD/TS  - CENTRAL  WYOMING  TG  SUP- 
PORT GROUP:  PO  Box  1301,  Evansville 
WY  82636.  (307)265-3123.  Support  group. 
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CANADA 


CANADA  QUEBEC 

TS/SO  - FACTT  - QUEBEC:  Box  293,  Cote 
de  Neiges  Post  Office,  5858  Cote  de  Neiges 
Blvd.,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H3S 
2S6.  French-speaking  referrals,  medical 
and  psychological  services  and  support 
group. 

TS/SO  - TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON: 
Succ  293  Cote-des-Neiges,  5858  Cote-des- 
Neiges  Blvd.,  Montreal,  Quebec, CANADA 
H3S  2S6.  Information  and  referrals. 

CD/TS/SO  - CLUB  MET:  4113  Dorion 
Street,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H2K 
3B8.  (514)528-8874.  Support  group.  (For- 
merly TAM.) 

TS/SO  - TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON: 
Non-prisoners  contact  Dee  Farmer, 
23288037,  PO  Box  4000,  Springfield  MO 
65808.  Prisoners  contact  Mrs.  Patricia 
Fisher,  Succ  293  Cote-des-Neiges,  5858 
Cote-des-Neiges  Blvd,  Montreal,  QC, 
CANADA  H3S  2S6. 


ONTARIO 

TS/CD  - FACTT  - OTTAWA:  Box  7421, 
Vanier,  Ontario,  Canada  K1L  8E4.  Support 
group. 

TS  - TRANSITION  SUPPORT:  c/o  The 
Church  Street  Community  Centre,  519 
Church  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA 
M4Y  2C9.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - XPRESSIONS:  PO  Box  223, 
Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5W 
1B2.  (416)812-6879.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - GENDER  METAPHOR:  829 
Northwest  Road,  Suite  715,  Kingston, 
Ontario  CANADA  K7P-2N3.  Email: 
genmet@adan.kingston.net.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS-  STREET  OUTREACH  SERVICES:  c/ 
o W.  Travers,  622  Yonge  St,  2nd  Fl,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  CANADA  M4Y  1Z8.  (416)926-0744 
(24  hours).  Multitude  of  services  for  TG  youth. 

IS  - PATRICIA  FLORA:  PO  BOX  425,  Postal 
Station  C,  1117  Queen  Street  West, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M6J  3P5. 


CD/TS/SO  - CANADIAN  CROSSDRESSER'S 
CLUB:  161  Gerrard  St.  E,  Toronto,  Ontario, 
CANADA  M5A  2E4.  (416)  921-6112  (24hr). 
Support  group,  e-mail:  info@wildside.org 

CD/TS/SO  - GENDER  MOSAIC:  PO  Box 
7421,  Vanier  Ottawa,  Ontario,  CANADA 
K1L  8E4.  (819)770-1945.  Support  group. 


MANITOBA 

CD/TS/SO  - PRAIRIE  ROSE  GENDER 
GROUP:  PRGG,  Box  23  Grp  4 RR1, 
Dugald,  Manitoba,  ROE  0K0.  CANADA. 
(204)  257-2759.  Support  group. 


ALBERTA 

CD/TS/SO  - ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL  CLUB: 
Box  2000,  6802  Ogden  Rd.  SE,  Calgary, 
Alberta,  CANADA  T2C  1B4.  (403)  236  7072. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S -PHI  SIGMA:  Box  81 115,  755  Lake 
Bonavista  Drive  S.E.,  Calgary,  Alberta 
CANADA  T2J  7C9.  Phone:  (403)271-6247. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL  CLUB: 
Box  33002  Glenwood  PO  , Edmonton, 
Alberta,  CANADA  T5P  4V8.  Support 
group. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

TS  - TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP: 
Dr.  Angela  Wensley,  14905  32nd  Avenue, 
White  Rock,  British  Columbia,  CANADA 
V4P  1A4.  (604)536-2053.  Support  group. 

CD/SO  - CORNBURY  SOCIETY:  Box 

3745,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
CANADA  V6B  3Z1.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  AD- 
VANCEMENT OF  TRANS-GENDERED 
PEOPLE'S  SOCIETY:  FATE,  1-1727  Will- 
iam Street,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
CANADA  V5L  2R5  (604)254-9591 . 

ZENITH  FOUNDATION:  Box  8415 
Granville  Street,  Vancouver,  British  Colum- 
bia, CANADA  V6P  4Z9.  (604)  261-1695 

CD/TS/SO -DREAM  GIRLS:  PO  Box  535, 
Kamloops,  British  Columbia,  CANADA  V2C 
5L7.  Support  group. 


INTERNATIONAL 


ARGENTINA 

TS  - TRANSSEXUALS  FOR  THE  RIGHT 
OF  LIFE  AND  IDENTITY:  TRANSDEVI, 
Casilla  de  Correo  151,  C.P.  1748  Gral. 
Rodriguez,  Buenos  Aires. 


BRAZIL 

TS  - PURPURINA  (GLITTER)  PROJECT: 

Katia  Monteiro,  no.  55  Rua  DA  Gloria,  #30, 
Gloria,  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Phone:  02-252-4757. 
FAX:  02-227-5944.  Educational  outreach. 
AIDS  awareness,  referrals. 


AFRICA 

NIGERIA 

TRANSFORMATION  SECOND  SELF: 
c/o  Jane  Enuneku,  KM  4 Idiroko  Road,  PO 
Box  1006,  OTA,  OGUN  STATE,  WEST  AF- 
RICA. 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

PHOENIX:  c/o  Desiree  Dexter,  PO  Box 
1332,  Springs,  1560,  Gauteng.  Phone: 
+ 27111  362  5247. 

SATRU:  (S.  AFRICAN  TRANSEXUAL  RE- 
SEARCH UNIT)  PO  Box  87283,  Houghton, 
Johannesburg  2041. 


ENGLAND 

IS  - AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  2 Shirburn 
Ave.,  Mainsfield,  Notts.,  NG18  2BY.  Email: 
< 100572. 2376@compuserve.com>. 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY:  Old  Gloucester 
Street,  London  WC1N-3XX.  Phone:  +44- 
1582-41-2220. 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY  PARTNERS' 
GROUP:  phones:  +44-1223-441246 
(South),  +44-1203-717528  (Central  & 
Wales). 

BEAUMONT  TRUST:  BM  Charity,  Lon- 
don, WC1N  3XX. 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 


D 15 


Transgender's  Directory  of  Organizations  and  Personals 


TS  - CHANGE:  BM  Box  3440,  London 
WC1N  3XX.  Phone:  +44-0-1303-259543. 
Email:  TSlCHANGE@AOL.COM.  Home 
page:  http://users.aol.com/tslchange/pri- 
vate/homepage.htm. 

SELF  HELP  ASSOCIATION  FOR  TRANS- 
SEXUALS (SHAFT)  AND  GENDER  DYS- 
PHORIA TRUST  INTERNATIONAL 
(GDTI):  2 School  Road,  Hampton  Hill, 
Middlesex,  London,  TW12-1QL. 

FRIENDS  MERSEYSIDE:  36  Bolton  Street, 
Liverpool,  L3-5LX.  Phone:  +44-151-709- 
3181,  Fri.  7.30-9  GMT. 

FT M NETWORK  [also  PRESS  FOR 
CHANGE]:  BM  Network,  London, 
WC1N-3XX..  Phone:  +44-161-423-1915 
(8-10.30  pm  Wed.  GMT).’  Email: 
s.t.whittle@mmu.ac.uk. 

THE  GENDER  TRUST:  BM  Gentrust,  Lon- 
don, WC1N-3XX.  Phone:  +44-1305-269222 
before  9 pm  GMT.  Overseas  Representa- 
tive, Dorothy  Francis,  The  Gender  Trust, 
3 Hartington  Villas,  Hove,  BN3  6HF,  EN- 
GLAND. 

TS  - GENDER  IDENTITY  CON- 
SULTANCY SERVICES:  10,  Warwick  Rd„ 
Earls  Court,  London  SW5  9UH.  Phone:  +44- 
1071  244  6090,  FAX:  0171  244  0900.  Email: 
GICS@aol.com. 

INTERNATIONAL  GENDER  TRAN- 
SIENT AFFINITY:  Box  2,  1 Banks  Build- 
ing, School  Green  Road,  Freshwater,  Isle 
of  Wight,  P040-9AJ. 

MERMAIDS:  BM  Mermaids,  London 
WC1N  3XX.  Group  for  children  and  teen- 
agers with  gender  dysphoria  and  their 
families. 

NORTHERN  CONCORD:  PO  Box  258, 
Manchester  M60-1LN.  Phone:  +44-161- 
236-1311. 

OUSU  TRANSGENDER  GROUP:  Oxford 
University  Student  Union,  Little  Clarendon 
Street,  Oxford.  Phone:  +44-1865-270777. 

PHOENIX  CENTRE:  12  Barnsbury  Road, 
Islington  N1-1NB. 

ROSE'S  CLUB:  29  Roundel  Street, 
Sheffield,  S9-3LE.  Phone:  +44-12-68-58- 
4761  Wed. /Sun  7-10  pm.  Email: 
roses@argonet.co.uk. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY:  BM  Seahorse,  Box 
6093,  London  WC1N-3XX. 


TRANSESSEX:  POBox  3,  Basildon,  Essex, 
SS14-1PT.  Phone:  +44-12-68-58-3761  Wed./ 
Sun.  7-10  pm. 

TRANS-NET:  c/o  R.  Floyd,  3 St. 
Augustines  Road,  Chesterfield,  Derbyshire 
S40  2SF.  Phone  & FAX:  +44-1246-285799. 
Email:  100764.27Acompuserve.com  (R. 
Floyd). 

TV  SELF  HELP  GROUP:  TSHG,  Box  3281, 
London,  E1-6JG.  Phone:  +44-171-289- 
5240  (24  hours). 


N.  IRELAND 

BELFAST  BUTTERFLY  CLUB:  PO  Box  210, 
BT1-1BG,  Belfast.  Phone:  +44-585-430408. 


SCOTLAND 

CROSSLYNX:  c/o  SGLS,  PO  Box  38 
Glasgow,  G2-2QF.  Phone:  +44-141-221- 
8372. 

TRANS-TRAP:  c/o  Miss  Julie  Bradshaw, 
30/1  Halmyre  Street,  Edinburgh  EH6  8QD. 
Phone:  +44-131-555-6416. 


WALES 

SOUTH  WALES  TV/TS  GROUP:  c/o 
Martina  Rees,  56a  Kinross  Ct,  Ridgway 
Road,  Llan-Romney,  Cardiff,  VF3-9AE. 


FRANCE 

ASSOC.  BEAUMONT  CONTINENTAL: 
ABC,  BP-3,  F-68350  Didenheim. 

ASSOCIATION  D'  AIDE  AUX 
TRANSSEXUELS:  A AT,  Maison  des  Asso- 
ciations, 93  La  Canabiere,  13001  Marseille. 

ASSOCIATION  DEVENIR  FEMME:  Les 
Terrasses  du  Mediterranee,  13006 
Marseille. 

ASSOCIATION  DU  SYNDROME  DE 
BENJAMIN:  Relais  59-59  avenue 

Daumesnil,  3 r Keller,  75012,  Paris.  01  43 
47  2125. 


SWITZERLAND 

KONTAKFORUM  FEMME  TRAVESTIE: 
Postfach  6788,  CH-8023,  Zurich. 


TS  -SELBSTHILFE  GRUPPE:  Postfach  92, 
CH-9008  St.  Gallen. 


SPAIN 

TS  - COLETIVO  DE  TRANSEXUALES  DE 
CATALUNA:  C.  Balmes,  70,  lo  la,  08830 
Sant  Boi  de  Lobregat,  Barcelona.  Phone: 
08080  3454  6398  Wed.  7.30-9  pm.  Please 
speak  Spanish. 


GERMANY 

IS  - AIS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Postfach 
7,  71201  Rottenburg  am  Neckar.  (Fluent 
English,  German.) 

BODY  AND  SOUL:  c/o  KIBISS  KISS. 
Hanover.  Phone:  +0511/666567  oder  Ste- 
fanie  05 11/457347. 

TV/TS  - ChelSI  e.V.:  Treff  Sachsen, 
Roesslerstr.  9,  09113  Chemnitz.  Phone: 
+49-371-50094  (Friday  only).  FAX:  +49- 
371-55867. 

CLUB  NEUES  LEBEN  NOVA:  PO  Box 
710232,  80634  Munchen.  Phone:  +49-089/ 
7916643,  6-6:30  pm  (CET).  Please  speak 
German. 

FPE  Frankfurt:  c/o  Krucher  & Surhoff,  PO 
Box  800442,  D-5904,  Frankfurt  am  Main. 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FRANKFURT 
AM  MAIN:  Postfach  10  10  46,  63010 
Offenbach.  Tel.  069/8001008. 

TV/TS  - GEREDE  e.V.:  Treff  Sachsen, 
Wiener  Strasse  41,  01219,  Dresden.  Phone: 
+49-351/4640220  (Friday  only). 

INFORMATIONS  KONTAKT  UND 
VERMITTLUNGSSTELLEFUR 
TRANSSEXUELLE  MENSCHEN  IN 
BADEN  WURTTEMBERG  e.V.:  IKV,  c/o 
AOK  Karlsruhe,  Kriegstr.  41,  D-76133, 
Karlsruhe.  Phone/FAX:  +49-721-62-3382. 

LEBENSBERATUNG  FUR 

TRANSEXUELLE  MENSCHEN  IM 
SAARLAND:  c/o  Dr.  Waltraud  Schiffels, 
Schlossstr  6,  D-66117,  Saarbruecken. 
Phone:  +49-0681-583912 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FUR 

TRANSSEXUELLE  MENSCHEN  IN 
TUBINGEN:  DAGMAR  KALTENMARK,  c/ 
o Sozialforum,  Tubingen  e.V.,  Paulinenstr. 
25,  D-72072,  Tubingen.  Phone:  +49-7472- 
6048.  Email: 

100722.3070@compuserve.com. 
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SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Monika  Lusche, 
Muehlstr.  26,  74399  Waldheim.  Phone: 
+49-7143-33502.  Astrid  Votz,  Forstr.  10, 
71111  Waldenbach.  Phone:  07157/8222. 
Email:  10722.3070@compuserve.com  or 
101 57. 1 1 16@compuserve.com. 

SONTAGSCLUB  e.V.:  Rhinover  Strasse  8, 
D-10437,  Berlin.  Phone:  +49-30-208-2035 
(Friday  6-8  CET).  Email:  kasimir@inf.fu- 
berlin.de. 

INTERESSENGEMEINSCHAFT 
TR ANSSEXUELLEGRUPPE  IN  DER 
SEKIS:  Albrecht-Achilles-Str.  65,  10709 
Ber;in.  Phone:  030/8926602. 

TRANSIDENTITAS:  Postfach  10  10  46, 
63010,  Offenbach.  Phone:  +49-69-800- 
1008. 

TRANSSEXUELLEN-ARBEITSKREIS:  c/ 
o HUCH,  Westring  278,  D-24116,  Kiel. 
Phone:  +49-431-17090.  FAX:  431-17099. 

TSH  ESSEN:  c/o  Claudia  Peppen  horst, 
Caesarstr.  34,  D-45130,  Essen.  Phone:  +49- 
201-786899. 

TSH  MUNSTER:  c/o  MIKS,  Herwarthstr 
2,  48143  Muenster.  Phone:  +49-251/ 
51 1263,  Claudia  Scholz. 

TS  GRUPPE  HAMBURG:  Christian  Susan 
Black,  Nubeblerkamp  13a,  22175  Ham- 
burg. Phone:  040-754-4323. 

TVV:  PO  Box  1148,  D-65780,  Hattersheim. 

TS  - VIVA  TS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE 
MUNCHEN  e.V.:  c/o  Peter  Reidel, 
Hirschbergstr.  14,  D-80634,  Munchen. 
Phone:  +48-89-134681  6-6:30  pm  CET. 
Please  speak  German.  FAX:  +49-89- 
162324. 

TS  - SELBSTHILFE  BIELEFELD:  C/0 
Praxis  fuer  Beratung  und  Psychotherapie, 
Herrn  Detlef  Kunert,  Karl-Eilers-Str.  1, 
33602  Bielefeld.  Phone:  0521/63623. 

TS  - SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  BONN:  c/o 
SEKIS  Bonn,  Lotharstr.  95,  53115  Bonn. 
Phone: 0228/221754. 

SHG  DUESSELDORF:  c/o  Stefanie  Sander, 
Pleistr.  1,  B-4731  Eynatten/Belgian.  Phone/ 
FAX:  0032/87852833. 

TS-GRUPPE:  c/o  AIDS-Hilfe  Thueringen, 
Postfach  50,  99001  Erfurt.  Phone:  0361/ 
7312233. 

TS-ANGEHOERIGENGRUPPE  AWO- 
BERATUNGSZENTRUM:  Luetzow-Str. 
32,  450101  Essen.  Phone:  0201/312051, 
0201/312052. 


TS  - SELBSTHILFE  GOETTINGEN,  TS  IN 
PRAXIS  DR.  WIEDEKING:  Buehlstr.  28a, 
37037  Goettingen.  Phone:  0551/46755. 

SHG-HEIDELBERG:  Andreas  Kress, 
Postfach  103766,  69029  Heiderlberg. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V.  SHG  KOBLENZ: 

c/o  Joana,  phone:  0261/45040. 

TRANSEXUELLENGRUPPE  KOELN : c/o 
Karin,  phone:  02196/1739. 

PRO  FAMILIA  SACHSEN:  c/o  Prof.  Dr. 
L.  Aresin,  04315  Leipzig.  Phone:  0341/ 
61530. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V.  SHG:  c/o 

Christoph,  phone:  0391/5614616. 

SHG  MANHEIM:  Andreas  Tremmel, 
Postfach  1242,  67370  Dudenhofen. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.  V.:  WUF- 

ZENTRUM,  Niggelweg  2,  97082 

Wuerzberg,  jeden4. 


AUSTRIA 

TransX-Verein  TransGender:  PO  Box 
331,  A-1171,  Wien. 


BELGIUM 

FRAN JEPOOT : Postbox  53,  B-2100 
Deurne  1 . 

GENDERSTICHTING  (BELGIUM  GEN- 
DER FOUNDATION):  Pluimstraat  48,  B- 
8500,  Kortrijk.  Phone:  +32-56-21-9541  (M- 
F 9-11:30  am,  1-4:30  pm,  M 8c  W to  8 pm). 

TS  - VERVLIET  JESSICA:  Kerkplaats  22, 
2990  Gooreind  - Wuustwezel,  Belgium. 
Place  to  stay  before  and  after  surgery. 


DENMARK 

FPE-NE  DENMARK:  Postboks  361,  1504 
Koebenhavn  V.  Phone:  +45-42-13-9032  (M, 
T 6-9  pm). 


TRANSVISION:  PO  Box  280,  DK-1502, 
Copenhagen  V. 


NORWAY 

FPE-NE  NORWAY:  Box  1968,  Vika,  N-0125 
Oslo. 


EUROFANTASIA:  Box  442,  N-4301 
Sandnes.  Phone  & FAX:  +47-51-66-24-22. 
Email:  jennys@transgender.org. 


SWEDEN 

TS  - BENJAMIN:  PO  Box  9083,  S 102  71, 
Stockholm.  Phone:  +46-40-61  l-9923,Tues. 
7-9  pm  CET. 

FPE-S  SWEDEN:  Box  49029,  S-400  64 
Gothenburg.  Phone:  +46-8-34-1316. 

PHI  PI  EPSILON  SVERIGE:  Box  529,  S- 
101  30  Stockholm. 


FINLAND 

DREAMWEAR  CLUB:  Box  159,  FIN- 
80101  Joensuu. 

SETA:  c/o  Trans  Center,  Box  135,  FIN- 
00251  Helsinki.  Phone:  +358-0-2411-135. 
Email:  ekt@seta.fi. 


ESTONIA 

GENDY:  Angerja  13-27,  EE-0004  Tallin.  A 
small  organization  with  mostly  FtM  mem- 
bers. 


NETHERLANDS 

IS  - AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  (038)  269845. 
(Fluent  English,  Dutch.) 

TS  - WERKGROEP 

TRANSSEKSUALITEIT  GRONINGEN: 
EENDRACHTSKADE  NZ  19,  9718  BB 
GRONINGEN,  +31-(50)  527-35-89.  Con- 
tact H.H.  VISSCHER,  E-MAIL: 

francina@worldaccess.nl. 

GENDERTEAM  AMSTERDAM:  Prof.  Dr. 
L.J.G.  Gooren,  Dept.  Endocrynology/ 
Andrology,  Free  University  Hospital,  PO 
Box  7057,  1007  MB,  Amsterdam.  Phne: 
+31-20-444-0542  ext.  199.  FAX:  444-0502. 

FTM  - HET  JONGENSUUR:  Binnenkadijk 
178, 1018  ZH  Amsterdam.  Phone:  020-6221710. 

TV/TS  - LANDELIJKE  KONTAKTGROEP 
TRAVESTIE  EN  TRANSSEKSUALITEIT: 
LKG  T&T,  Postbus  1 1575,  1001  GN 
Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  (10)  453-18-93. 
Email:  R.Hengeveld@inter.nl.net  (Rosalind 
Hengeveld). 
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NEDERLANDSE  VERENIGING  HU- 
M ANITAS:  PO  Box  71  NL-1000  AB 
Amsterdam.  Phone:  + 31-20-626-24M5.  FAX: 
622-7367. 

STICHTING  NEDERLANDS  GENDER 
CENTRUM:  Borssenburg  24,  NL-1 181  NV, 
Amstelveen.  Phone:  +31-20-612-4099.  Po- 
litical action  group. 

MTF/SO  - WERKGROEP  FACET:  Rode 
Kruislaan  61,  NL  - 5628  GB  Eindhoven. 
Phone:  +31-40-241-5475. 


TURKEY 

TRAVESTY/TRANSSEXUALLE:  c/o 

Demet  Demir,  Lao  176/DS,  Kultur  Je  Sanat, 
Siraselviler,  Taksim,  Istanbul.  DO  NOT 
PUT  GROUP  NAME  ON  ENVELOP. 

TV/TS  - SEXUAL  LIBERTIES:  Use  the 
ablove  mailing  instructions  for  Travesty/ 
Transsexualle,  c/o  Iskendar  Savasir.  Edu- 
cational outreach  for  all  Islamic  countries. 


PAKISTAN 

KHUSRA  OF  PAKISTAN:  c/o  Muhamid 
Aslam  Khusra,  PF-34  Abbotabad  Hockey 
Stadium,  Abbotabad. Phone:  +92-5921- 
6158  (leave  message)  or  5921-2858. 

BANGLADESH 

YOUTH  APPROACH:  3,  Purana  Paltan, 
Dhaka-1000,  Bangladesh.  Phone:  88-02- 
7555321.  Email:  yadc@bangla.net. 


RUSSIA 

TV/TS  - ICE  AND  FIRE  MOSCOW:  Nvo- 
Alekeeuskaya  str.  7,  Flat  No.  8,  129626, 
Moscow.  Also:  Mirninsky  r-n  Gagarina  str. 
28,  Flat  #3,  678190  Aihal  Yakutia.  Write 
Directly  to  Margaret  Mankevich.  DO  NOT 
PUT  GROUP  NAME  OR  TITLE  ON  EN- 
VELOP. 

TV/SO  - FPE  LATVIA:  Elga  Remes, 
Jurmala,  15,  PO  Box  17  LATVIA  LV  2015. 


AUSTRALIA 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES 

F-M  TS  - BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box 
1349,  Strawberry  Hills,  2012.  Telephone: 
+61-02-319-2034. 


GENDER  CENTRE:  PO  Box  266,  Petersham, 
2049.  Telephone: +6 1-02-569-2366. 

CD  - LES  GIRLS:  PO  Box  504,  Burnwood, 
2134. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  NSW:  PO  Box  168, 
Westgate,  2048.  Telephone:  +61-02-569- 
6239  (Thurs.  eve.).  Email: 
kim@seahors.cv.com. 

SEX  WORKERS  OUTREACH  TRANS- 
GENDER SUPPORT  PROJECT:  SWOP,  PO 
Box  1453,  Darlinghurst  2010.  Phone:  +61- 
02-212-2600;  FAX  : 212-3978. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  COALI- 
TION: TLC,  PO  Box  208,  Kings  Cross,  201 1 . 
Phone:  +61-02-358-5664. 


QUEENSLAND 

IS  - MARY  RUSSELL:  PO  Box  3371,  Lo- 
gan Hyperdrome,  Loganholme,  4129. 

AUS.  TRANSGEN DERI  ST  SUPPORT 
ASSOC.  INC.:  ATSAQ,  PO  Box  212,  New 
Farm,  4005,  Phone:  +61-07-846-3787  (24- 
hour  helpline),  236-2400,  FAX  236-2398. 

FtM  - BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box  212, 
West  End,  4005,  Phone:  07-846-3787. 

GENDER  CLINIC:  484  Adelaide  Street, 
Brisbane,  4000.  Phone:  +61-07-839-8262. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  OF  QUEENSLAND: 
PO  Box  574,  Annerley  Brisbane,  4103. 
Phone:  61  7 38922124. 

SELF  HEALTH  FOR  QUEENSLAND 
WORKERS  IN  THE  SEX  INDUSTRY: 
SQWISI,  PO  Box  689,  West  End  4101. 
Phone:  +61-07-844-4565.  FAX:  844-8840. 


SOUTH  AUSTRALIA 

CARROUSAL  CLUB  OF  SOUTH  AUS- 
TRALIA: PO  Box  721,  Cowandilla,  5033. 
Phone:  +61-08-388-3644,  Lana  Allen;  281- 
6190,  Michelle. 

CHAMELEONS  GROUP:  PO  Box  907, 
Kent  Town,  5071.  Phone:  +61-08-362- 
1611. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA  TRANSSEXUAL 
SUPPORT:  Phone:  +61-08-362-3223, 
Gayline;  362-161 1,  Jenny. 


VICTORIA 

CHAMELEON  SOCIETY  OF  VICTORIA: 
PO  Box  500,  Williamstown,  Victoria  3016. 

FTM  TS  - BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box 
328,  Northcote,  3070. 

GENDER  DYSPHORIA  CLINIC  AT  THE 
MONASH  MEDICAL  CENTRE:  Clayton 
Campus,  246  Clayton  Road,  Clayton  3168. 
Phone:  +61-03-955-1437,  ask  for  Dawn. 

SEAHORSE  CLUB:  Victoria,  Box  2337V, 
Melbourne,  3001. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  AND 
CARE:  TLC,  PO  Box  1674,  South  Preston, 
3071.  Phone:  +61-03-948-11506,  ask  for 
Sharon.  Email:  gayle@melbpc.org.au. 


WEST  AUSTRALIA 

CHAMELEON  SOCIETY:  PO  Box  367,  Vic- 
toria Park,  6163.  Phone:  +61-01-577-1753. 

GENDER  COUNCIL  OF  AUSTRALIA 
(W.A.)  INC.:  PO  Box  58,  Victoria  Park, 
6110.  Phone:  +61-09-362-5447. 

WATS  SUPPORT  UNITY  AND  PRIDE: 
WATSUP,  PO  Box  771,  Doubleview,  6018. 


NEW  ZEALAND 

IS  - INTERSEX  SOCIETY  OF  NEW 
ZEALAND:  PO  Box  9196,  Wellington. 
Phone:  +6  4 4727386,  FAX:  +6  4 4727387. 

NEW  ZEALAND  GENDER  DYSPHORIA 
FOUNDATION:  NZGDF,  PO  Box  2827, 
Auckland. 

NZPC/TOPS:  PO  Box  68-509,  Auckland. 
Phone:  64  9 3666  106.  Support  group  and 
trans  friendly  medical  clinic. 


JAPAN 

ELIZABETH  CLUB:  5-32-18  Kameido,  Koto- 
ku,  Tokyo  136.  Phone:  +81-3-3683-6092. 

ELIZABETH  CLUB:  1-1-9  Kujo,  Nishi-Ku, 
Osaka  550. 

ELIZABETH  NAGOYA  SHOP:  1-13-15 
Noritake  Nakamura-Ku,  Nagoya-shi  453. 

FTM  NIPPON:  Adachi-Ku,  Adachi-nishi- 
post  office,  Tokyo  123.  Phone:  +81-3-3683- 
6092  (Kameido  Club). 
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ARIZONA 

(850-864) 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 
(900-960) 


CD/TS  - THE  PHOENIX  PROJECT:  1740 
South  Buckley  Road,  #6-178,  Aurora  CO 
80017.  Psychotherapy. 


SHEILA  FRIEDEMAN  DICKSON,  PhD: 

3930  East  Camelback  Rd.,  #205,  Phoenix 
AZ  85018.  (602)956-3006.  Psychotherapy 


WILLIAM  A.  HENICIN,  PhD:  1801  Bush 
Street,  Ste.  1 1 1,  San  Francisco  CA  94109. 
(415)  923-1150.  Psychotherapy. 


CD/TS  - JOHN  R BARRY,  MSW:  LICSW, 
3955  E.  Exposition  Ave,  Suite  408,  Denver 
CO  80209.  (303)698-2385,  Fax  (303)777- 
2878.  Psychotherapy. 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES:  Ginnie 
Monroe  Grant,  CISW,  5440  S.  Clambake, 
Tempe  AZ  85283.  (602)897-0444.  Psycho- 
therapy. 


BARBARA  F.  ANDERSON,  PhD,  LCSW: 
1537  Franklin  St.,  Ste.  104,  San  Francisco 
CA  94109.  (415)776-0139.  Psychotherapy. 

GENDER  & SELF  ACCEPTANCE  PRO- 


DEB-ANN  THOMPSON,  PhD,  NCACII, 
CACIII:  2755  S.  Locust  St.,  Suite  #207, 
Denver  CO  80222.  (303)758-6634.  Psycho- 
therapy. 


CALIFORNIA 

(900-960) 

BRAD  TAYLOR,  MA:  Offices  of  Jerome 
Rabow,  PhD,  10350  Santa  Monica  Blvd, 
Suite  310,  Los  Angeles  CA  90025. 
(310)576-5455.  Psychotherapy. 

LOS  ANGELES  GENDER  CENTER: 
LAGC,  1923-1/2  Westwood  Blvd.,  Suite  2, 
Los  Angeles  CA  90025.  Phone:  (310)475- 
8880.  Marie  Keller,  MFCC.  Psychotherapy 

TRANSGENDER  COUNSELING  AND 
RESEARCH  CENTER:  4545  Park  Blvd., 
#207,  San  Diego  CA  92116.  (619)  542- 
0088,  ext.  1.  Counseling,  support  group, 
Harry  Benjamin  SOC. 

THE  PRINCE  INSTITUTE:  PO  Box  2916, 
Palm  Springs  CA  92263.  Angela  Prince, 
Ph.D.,  Director.  Psychotherapy. 

ROXANNE  CHERRY,  PhD:  343  3rd  St., 
Laguna  Beach  CA  92651.(714)497-9925. 
Psychotherapy. 

GENDER  DYSPHORIA  PROGRAM  OF 
ORANGE  COUNTY,  INC.:  32158  Camino 
Capistrano,  Suite  203,  San  Juan  Capistrano 
CA  92675.  Wm.  G.  Heard,  PhD,  Director. 
(714)240-7020.  Mental  health  facility. 


GRAM:  GSAP,  PO  Box  424447,  San  Fran- 
cisco CA  94142.  Gianna  Eveling  Israel, 
Director,  (415)558-8058.  Psychotherapy. 

JEANNE  M.  WEST:  450  San  Antonio  Rd, 
#50,  Palo  Alto  CA  94306.(415)494-2952. 
Psychotherapy. 

CD/TS  - SAN  FRANCISCO  GENDER 
INFORMATION:  SFGI,  c/o  Dr.  Rebecca 
Auge,  3637  Grand  Ave,  Suite  C,  Oakland 
CA  94610.  Database  ofTG  resources  $3.00. 
Send  SASE  for  further  info. 

REBECCA  AUGE,  PhD:  3637  Grand  Ave, 
SuiteC,  Oakland  CA  94610.(415)426-0718 
or  835-9820.  Psychotherapy. 

ANNE  VITALE,  PhD:  D Street  Counsel- 
ing Group,  610  D St,  San  Rafael  CA  94901. 
(415)  456-4452.  Notes  on  Gender  Transi- 
tion. Email:  http://www.avitale.com.  Psy- 
chotherapy. 

ALICE  WEBB,  MSW:  PO  Box  1718, 
Sonoma  CA  95476-1718.  (707)939-7416. 
Psychotherapy. 


COLORADO 

(800-816) 

INSTITUTE  FOR  GENDER  STUDY  AND 
TREATMENT:  Tomye  Kelley,  MA,  PO  Box 
126,  Arvada  CO  80001.  (303)420-9885. 
Psychotherapy. 


CONNECTICUT 

(060-069) 

W.  RILEY  SNOW,  MD:  1001  Farmington 
Ave,  Suite  302,  Bristol  CT  06010.(203)582- 
1 178.  Psychiatrist. 

TS  GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND:  68  Adelaide  Road, 
Manchester  CT  06040.  Clinton  R.  Jones, 
Director,  (203)646-865 1 . Medical  and  psy- 
chological services. 


FLORIDA 

(320-340) 

LIBBY  A.  TANNER,  PhD,  LCSW,  LMFT: 

5901  S.W.  100  Terrace,  Miami  FL  33156. 
(305)665-4934.  Psychotherapy 

COUNSELING  AND  CONSULTING  SER- 
VICES, INC.:  Judith  A Meisner,  PhD, 
LCSW,  LMFT,  3530  First  Avenue  North, 
Suite  207,  3500  Building,  St  Petersburg  FL 
33713.  (813)327-1672.  Psychotherapy 

THE  CONSULTANCY  FOR  CHANGE: 
Roger  N.  Millen,  PhD,  304  16th  Avenue, 
Indian  Rocks  Beach  FL  33785-2824. 
(813)595-8457.  TforChange@aol.com  Psy- 
chotherapy. 
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IOWA 

(500-528) 

PMC  TRANSGENDER  COUNSELING 
AND  CONSULTATION:  Richard  V. 
Campagna,  MA,  JD,(Ph  D-a.b.d.)  PO  Box 
5265,  Coralville  IA  52241-5265.(319)354- 
3189,  FAX  (319)337-2045  Please  fax  all  ini- 
tial inquiries. 

CENTRAL  IOWA  GENDER  INSTITUTE: 
Susan  McIntyre,  MSW,  ACSW,  (515)277- 
7754.  Psychotherapist. 


MAINE 

(XXXXX) 


MARYLAND 

(206-218) 

COUNSELING  FOR  RELATIONSHIPS: 
Rusty  Lynn,  LCSW,  Pastoral  Counselor, 
4835  Del  Ray  Avenue,  Bethesda  MD 
20814.  (301)652-6448.  Psychotherapist. 

SEXOLOGY  ASSOCIATES, INC.:  H.  Mar- 
tin Malin,  PhD,  2114  N.  Charles  Street, 
Suite  3,  Baltimore  MD  21218.  (410)528- 
1638.  Psychotherapist. 


MASSACHUSETTS 

(010-027) 

JOSEFINA  A.  SPECICERT,  MEd:  100 
Wendell  Avenue,  Suite  #302,  Pittsfield 
MA  01201.  Psychotherapist.  (413)499- 
5858. 

PEOPLE  SYSTEMS  POTENTIAL:  Niela 
Miller,  MS,  LCSW,  PO  Box  132,  Nagog 
Woods  MA  01718.  (508)264-4565.  Super- 
vision for  mental  health  professionals. 
Non-insurance  counseling. 

ELKE  U.  O’DONNELL,  PhD:  43  Roberts 
Road,  Cambridge  MA  02138.  (617)441- 
9300.  Psychotherapist. 

THESEUS  COUNSELING  SERVICES:  Ari 
Kane,  MEd,  Gender  Specialist,  PO  Box 
390861,  Cambridge  MA  02139.(617)868- 
3157  Psychotherapist. 


DIANE  ELLABORN,  LICSW,  NASW, 
Diplomate  in  Clinical  Social  Work:  187  East 
Commonwealth  Road,  Wayland  MA 
01778.  (508)653-0107.  FAX  (508)788-7761 
Psychotherapist. 


CHRISTINE  BECKER,  LICSW,  BCD:  341 
Marrett  Road,  (Rt  2A)Lexington  MA 
02173.  (617)862-6170.  Psychotherapist. 


DENNIS  PEARNE,  EdD:  Consultations: 
9 Alexander  Ave,  Belmont  Ctr.,  Mailing: 
133  Grove  St,  Watertown  MA  02172. 
(617)484-0013.  Psychologist. 


MICHIGAN 

(480-499) 

ELECTROLYSIS  UNLIMITED:  Ildiko 
Svoren,  RE,  CCE,  & staff,  89  South  Blvd., 
Suite  500,  Troy  MI  48098-1671.  Phone: 
(810)879-0770.  Email:  Hairfree@flash.net 

COMPREHENSIVE  GENDER  SERVICES 
PROGRAM:  University  of  Michigan 

Medical  Center,  University  Hospital  IH223, 
1500  E.  Medical  Center  Dr.,  Ann  Arbor  MI 
48109-0050.  Sandra  Cole,  PhD,  Director. 
Phone:  (313)936-7067.  Email:  um- 
cgsp@umich.edu.  Full  range  of  profes- 
sional care. 

LEE  PADULA,  PhD:  37677  Professional 

Center  Dr.,  Suite  1 10,  Livonia  MI  48154. 
(313)953-3333.  Psychotherapist. 


MINNESOTA 

(550-567) 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA  GENDER 
DYSPHORIA  PROGRAM:  c/o  Program  in 
Human  Sexuality,  1300  South  2nd  Street, 
Suite  180,  Minneapolis  MN  55454. 
(612)625  1500,  FAX  (612)626-831 1 . Full 
service  TS  facility. 


NEVADA 

(890-898) 

CARING  COUNSELING:  Nancy  Lee, 
PhD,  2061  Market  Street,  Reno  NV 
89502.  (702)322-7771.  Psychotherapy. 

ADELE  KATES  & ASSOCIATES,  P.A.: 
1 N.E.  168th  Street,  North  Miami  Beach 
FL  33162.  Certified  & Licensed  Speech 
Pathologist,  Adele  Kates,  Director. 
(305)651-6442 


CENTER  FOR  CONTEMPORARY  COUN- 
SELING: 2999  N.E,  191  St.,  Suite  607, 
Aventura  FL  33180.  Coral  L.  Schlosberg, 
PhD,  LCSW,  LMFT,  (305)936-8000.  Psycho- 
therapist. 

TAMPA  STRESS  CENTER:  PO  Box 
273107,  Tampa  FL  33688-3107.  Carl  W. 
Bushong,  PhD,  (813)884-7835.  Psycho- 
therapist. 

THE  CONSULTANCY  FOR  CHANGE: 
Roger  N.  Millen,  PhD,  304  16th  Avenue, 
Indian  Rocks  Beach  FL  33785-2824. 
(813)595-8457.  Email: 

Tforchange@aol.com.  Psychotherapist. 

A CLINICAL  APPROACH  COUNSELING 
CENTER,  INC.:  Coral  Springs,  Florida, 
Marcia  L.  Schultz,  PsyD,  Clinical  Director. 
(305)345-2292.  Psychotherapist. 

COUNSELING  AND  CONSULTING  SER- 
VICES OF  PINELLAS  COUNTY,  INC: 
Judith  A.  Meisner,  PhD,  LCSW,  LMFT, 
3530  First  Ave.  North,  Suite  209,  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, FL  33713  813-327-1672.  Psycho- 
therapist. 


GEORGIA 

(300-319) 

SARAH  C.  JAMES,  CEI:  Atlanta,  Geor- 
gia. (404)622-1848.  Electrology  and  coun- 
seling for  transition. 

MONTGOMERY  MEDICAL  & PSYCHO- 
LOGICAL INSTITUTE,  INC. : Montgom- 
ery Institute,  PO  Box  33311,  Decatur  GA 
30033.  Contact:  Jerry  or  Lynn  Montgom- 
ery. (404)603  9426.  Mental  health  services. 


ILLINOIS 

(600-629) 

RONALD  B.  BARON,  MD:  2120  Sheridan 
Road,  Highland  Park  IL  60035.  (708)432- 
7007.  Psychiatrist. 

RANDI  ETTNER,  PhD:  1214  Lake  Street, 
Evanston  IL  60201.  (708)328-3433. 
Psychotherapy. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
(030-038) 

NANCY  STRAPKO,  PhD:  PO  Box  157, 
Plymouth  NH  03264.  (603)536-1306. 
Psychotherapist. 
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CHESHIRE  COUNSELING:  104  Cross 

St.,  Keene  NH  03431.  Ken  DeVoid,  EdD. 
(603)357-5544.  Psychotherapist. 


NEW  YORK 
(090-149) 

EDWARD  S.  CHESLOW,  MD:  107  West 
82nd  Street,  New  York  NY  10024. 
(212)362-0449.  Internal  Medicine,  Board 
Certified. 

TS- METAMORPHOSIS:  PO  Box  6260, 
Broadway  Station,  Long  Island  City  NY 
11106-0260.  (718)728-4615.  Support 
group.  Psychotherapist. 

LAWRENCE  IvRIEGER,  ATTORNEY:  1 

E.  Main  St.,  Suite  #400,  Rochester  NY 
14614.  (800)719-3260,  (716)325-2640,  FAX 
(716)325-2646.  Gender-friendly  law  of- 
fice. Free  1/2  hr  consult  readers  Trans- 
gender Tapestry. 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
(270-289) 

CD/TS/SO  - LOUISE  HAHN,  MA,  NCC 
LPC:  Wilmington,  Research  Triangle 

Park.  (910)395-0772.  Psychotherapist. 


OHIO 

(434-457) 

NORTH  CENTRAL  MENTAL  HEALTH 
SERVICES:  1301  North  High  Street,  Co- 
lumbus OH  43201.(614)299-6600. 


OREGON 

(970-979) 

TS  - SALMACIS:  PO  Box  1604,  Eugene 
OR  97440-1604.  (503)  688-4282  (Sally 
Ann,  6-11  PM  PST).  Psychotherapy. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

(150-196) 

PERSAD  CENTER,  INC.:  5100  Penn 
Ave.,  Pittsburgh  PA  1 5224-1616.  Randal 
G.  Forrester,  James  Huggins.  (412)441- 
0857.  Mental  health  services. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
(290-299) 

PHOENIX  THERAPY  SESSIONS:  405 

Pettigru,  Greenville  SC  29601.  Carla 
Pridgen,  (803)225-6938.  Psychotherapist. 


TENNESSEE 

(370-384) 

GEORGE  R.  BROWN,  MD:  Department 
of  Psychiatry,  Mountain  Home  VAMC, 
Johnson  City  TN  37684.(615)926-1177, 
ext.  7709.  Psychiatrist. 


TEXAS 

(750-799) 


GEORGE  T.  CARPENTER,  III,  DO  & 
ASSOCIATES:  3626  N.  Hall  St.,  Suite  623, 
Dallas  TX  75219.  (214)528-8901.  Trans- 
gender medical  therapy. 


VIRGINIA 

(220-246) 

COUNSELING  FOR  RELATIONSHIPS: 
Rusty  Lynn,  BD,  MSW,  LCSW,  225  E. 
Broad  Sreet,  Falls  Church  VA  22046. 
(703)  532-8723.  Psychotherapist. 

MARTHA  L.  HARRIS,  LCSW:  Banyan 
Counseling  Center,  Inc.,  5568  General 
Washington  Drive,  Suite  201,  Alexandria 
VA  22312.  (703)914-4627.  Psychothera- 
pist. 

ELLEN  R.  WARREN,  LCSW:  1500  King 
Street,  Ste  302,  Alexandria  VA  22314. 
(703)683-0710.  Psychotherapist. 


WASHINGTON 

(980-994) 

THE  INGERSOLL  GENDER  CENTER: 

1812  East  Madison,  Seattle  WA  98122. 
(206)329-6651.  Counseling  and  referrals. 


PSYCHCARE  NORTHWEST,  CENTER 
FOR  SEXUAL  HEALTH:  2150  North  107th 
Street,  Ste.  200,  Seattle  WA  98133.  Psy- 
chotherapy. 


WISCONSIN 

(530-548) 

TRANSGENDER  IDENTITY  GROUP:  c/ 
o Ivanoff  and  Ivanoff,  Ste  1810  Clark  Build- 
ing, 633  West  Wisconsin  Ave,  Milwaukee 
WI  53203-1918.  (414)271-3322.  Psycho- 
therapy. 

INSTITUTE  FOR  PSYCHOSEXUAL 
HEALTH:  Great  Lakes  Gender  Clinic, 
3250  North  Oakland  Avenue,  Milwaukee 
WI  5321 1.  Charles  A.Kiley,  ACSW,  LICSW, 
(414)332  5407.  Psychotherapy. 

MILWAUKEE  TRANSGENDER  PRO- 
GRAM: Pathways  Counseling  Center,  2645 
N.  Mayfair  Road,  Ste  230,  First  Financial 
Building,  Milwaukee  WI  53226-1304. 
(414)774-41 1 1.  Full  service  TS  facility. 


CANADA 


CANADA  QUEBEC 

TS/SO  - FACTT  - QUEBEC:  Box  293,  Cote 
de  Neiges  Post  Office,  5858  Cote  de  Neiges 
Blvd.,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H3S 
2S6.  French-speaking  referrals,  medical 
and  psychological  services  and  support 
group. 

TS  - DR.  YVON  MENARD:  1003  Boule- 
vard St.  Joseph  Est,  Montreal,  Quebec, 
CANADA  H2J  1L2.  (514)288-3547.  Plastic 
and  GRS  surgeon. 

TS  - TRANS  P.O.R.S. : 475  Boulevard 
Gouin  Quest,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA 
H3L  1K4.  (514)332-5421.  Residence  for 
post-op  GRS  recovery. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC:  Clarke  In- 
stitute of  Psychiatry,  250  College  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M5T  1R8. 
(416)979-2221,  ext.  2339.  TS  specialists, 
help  for  CDs  as  well. 
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-.  Trans 
Personals 


Where  The  Transgendered  Community  Meet. 


OBJECTIVES  of  the  PERSONAL  LISTINGS: 

1)  To  provide  a means  of  introduction,  outreach,  and 
communication  for  subscribers  to  Transgender  Tapestry  and 
Supporters  of  I.F.G.E. 

2)  To  provide  readers  with  a source  of  support  and 
communications. 

3)  To  provide  the  general  public  with  a better  understand- 
ing of  the  nature  of  the  people  who  are  members  and  sup- 
porters of  the  Transgendered  Community. 

WHO  MAY  PLACE  A LISTING: 

To  place  a personal  listing  you  must  be  an  up-to-date  Gen- 
eral Subscriber  (or  an  IFGE  Supporting  Member).  As  a sub- 
scriber, your  personal  listing  is  free  of  charge  for  the  dura- 
tion of  your  subscription.  Also,  your  mail  will  be  forwarded 
at  no  cost  to  you. 

HOW  TO  PLACE  A LISTING: 

Fill  out  the  form  on  the  back  of  the  subscription  form.  Please 
note  that  there  is  a limit  of  forty  words  for  the  text.  Your  ad 
may  be  edited  for  length  and  for  taste.  Please  be  discreet. 
No  addresses  will  be  published  in  the  Personal  Listings. 
The  last  number  after  your  name  is  the  last  issue  of 
Transgender  Tapestry  you  will  receive  on  your  subscription. 

If  you  send  in  a photo  to  be  printed  with  your  Per- 
sonal Listing,  we  will  keep  it  on  file  to  ensure  that  it  is 
available  when  and  if  we  have  more  picture  catastro- 
phes the  way  we  have  lately.  Your  photo  will  NOT  be 
returned. 

HOW  TO  RESPOND: 

Please  follow  these  intructions  when  answering  an  ad: 

(A)  Place  your  letter  in  an  unstamped  envelope. 

(B)  Pencil  in  the  name,  state  prefix,  and  membership 
number  appearing  after  the  name.  (Be  sure  to  use  pencil  so 
the  name  can  be  erased.) 

(C)  Include  $1.00  (for  postage  and  handling)  for  each  piece 
to  be  forwarded. 

(D)  Place  the  letters  to  be  forwarded  in  another  envelope 
& mail  to: 

Transgender  Tapestry 

P.O.  BOX  229 

WALTHAM  MA  02254-0229 


MASSACHUSETTS 

(010-027) 


REMARKS  FROM 
THE  PERSONAL 
LISTINGS  EDITOR 

If  you  give  us  a photo  to  keep 
on  file,  your  picture  gets  back 
in  here  a lot  quicker  if  we  have 
another  computer  snafu.  Please 
use  a plain,  contrasting 
background;  you  will  be  more 
visible  and  you  will  look  better. 
When  you  get  your  renewal 
notice,  act  fast.  The  deadline  for 
the  Personal  Listings  is  only 
about  a month  after  the  notice 
date.  Problems?  Write:  Trans- 
personals, IFGE,  PO  Box  229, 
Waltham  MA  02254-0229. 


VANESSA  DIANES 
(PR-M5582-K 12287-80) 

DWM,  Hispanic,  33,  5' 1 2”, 
bilingual  professional.  Closet  CD 
(limited  experience),  very  shy  (live 
with  conservative  parents),  but 
able  to  meet  you  and  travel  any 
time.  Love  sports  (SCUBA), 
makeup  and  lingerie.  Seek 
supportive  GG  (preferred)  or  TV/ 
TS  to  help  with  my  femininity. 
Must  be  discreet.  Will  answer  all. 

APO  (090-) 

DONNA  W. 

( APO-M5600-K 12394-80) 

MWM  bi,  53.  Crossdressing  since 
childhood.  Second  wife  knows  8i 
helps.  Cannot  meet  as  I live  8t  work 
outside  the  country.  Mbr  FIL  for 
years.  Like  to  write  & will  answer 
all. 


SUSANA 

(MA-P-M0064-K0206-83) 

Member  Tiffany  Club  of  New 
England.  WM,  5'7",  considered 
passable.  Interested  inTV  literature 
& clothing,  especially  lingerie. 
Would  like  to  correspond  with 
others  with  similar  interests. 


JANICE  H. 

(E  MA-P-M0254-K0 109-80) 

TCNE,  Tri-Ess.  Participant  Fantasia 
Fair.  DWM,  70,  5'6",  155,  blue  eyes, 
brown  hair.  Go  out  as  Janice  shop- 
ping, eating  at  restaurants,  visiting 
other  TVs.  Make  friends,  but  am  on 
the  quiet  side,  write  to  many  other 
TVs.  Will  answer  all  letters.  Would 
like  to  take  hormones  & live  full 
time  as  a woman. 
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HOLLY  CROSS 
(MA-P-M0279-K0 1 88-99) 

TV,  senior  citizen,  22WT.  Lots  of 
clothes,  old  ham  gear,  some  money, 
no  job,  live  alone.  Attended  60 
weekends  & 750  concerts  dressed 
since  1983.  Wish  I'd  started  sooner. 
Don't  need  correspondence,  but  of- 
ten need  someone  to  share  a hotel 
room. 


JUDITH  ANNE  THOMPSON 
(E  MA-P-M0733-K0229-83) 

Member  of  IFGE  and  INNvestments. 
Widowed  WMCD,  74,  5'9",  185.  Re- 
tired, good  listener,  honest  8c  intelli- 
gent Pass  well.  Like  photography, 
sailing  gardening,  good  music  rais- 
ing butterflies.  Would  like  contact 
with  CDs  in  SE  MA  area. 

SUSAN  ELIZABETH  R. 
(MA-M0839-K0055-80) 

SWM  TV,  60,  6',  180,  brown  hair, 
hazel  eyes.  Like  photography,  trea- 
sure hunting,  '40s  8c' 50s  music, 
dogs,  nature,  8c  being  a lady.  I would 
like  to  correspond  with  other  girls 
in  E.  Mass.,  especially  Metro-West 
area. 

MICHELLEWEST 
(MA-M 1486-K0842-83) 

At  38,  my  lifelong  delight  in  the  ex- 
pression of  my  femme  self  continues 
unabated.  But  each  passing  year 
deepens  my  awareness  that  the  true 
blessings  of  the  transgendered  are 
inner:  empathy,  compassion,  toler- 
ance, spirit,  vision  and  love. 

JULIE  WINSLOW 
(MA-M  1587-K02 17-82) 

MWM  TG,  40.  Member  of 
INNvestments.  Supportive  wife  to 
share  wear  with.  Do  not  go  out 
crossdressed  except  to  meetings  and 
such.  Natural  farmer,  artist,  activist. 


ARLENE  SUSAN  L. 

(MA-P-M 1 648-KO 121-82) 

MWM,  hetero  TV,  5'10",  205.  Love 
dressing  completely  as  a woman, 
going  out  in  public  and  blending 
into  the  feminine  world.  Married; 
wife  not  supportive.  Interested  in 
TG  friends  who  are  sincere  and  have 
the  same  interests. 

DIANA  J. 

(MA-M  1 999-K 1 40-83) 

Have  taken  hormones  for  20  years, 
did  electrolysis  myself,  TS  in  feel- 
ings. I have  bought  merchandise  for 
business  as  a woman.  I love  my 
femininity  and  always  look  forward 
to  the  next  day  as  a lady. 


BONNIE  F. 

(MA-P-M2020-K2429-83) 

WMTV,  late  40s,  6',  165,  size  14. 
Seeking  new  friends,  TVs,  women 
and  sincere  caring  relationships 
with  all  genders.  Music  lover  (blues/ 
jazz),  nonsmoker,  explorer  of  TG 
spirituality,  psychology  of  TV  fan- 
tasies, feel  of  satin,  swish  of  nylons 
against  full  petticoats,  sensuality  of 
slim  skirts/lingerie. 


KAREN  F. 

(MA-P-M2725-K4383-80) 

MWM,  hetero  CD,  6',  200.  Dress- 


ing for  years,  but  only  recently  ven- 
tured out  with  the  help  of  friends. 
Love  to  dress  up  in  soft  feminine 
skirts,  but  don't  get  enough  oppor- 
tunity. Love  lingerie  and  petticoats. 
Developing  poise  and  confidence. 
Non-supportive  wife.  Your  pix 
brings  mine. 


BOBBIE  SOKOLOWSKI 
(MA-P-M3869-K426-82) 

I'm  Bobbie,  attractive,  clean  TV, 
easy  going,  open,  mature,  warm, 
lonely,  seeking  a deep  relationship 
with  a very  attractive,  tall  clean,  fit 
non-  or  very  light  smoker/drinker 
bi-W  female  or  TV/TS  with  same 
qualities.  Let's  meet  together  with 
our  love  of  femininity.  Berkshire 
County  area.  Photo/phone. 


CAROLYNNE  K.  WEST 
(MA-P-M4028-K5999-83) 

TCNE,  DAV,  VFW,  NALC.  5'5",  135, 
Narcissist,  transcendentalist;  cheer- 
ful feminine  essence  in  a comport- 
able  masculine  vessel.  Interested  in 
music,  travel,  homemaking,  dress- 
ing & engaging  public  nearly 
100%;  offering  discreet  photogra- 
phy, modest  bed  8c  breakfast,  8c  se- 
cure social  interaction.  Single,  await 
the  arrival  of  Prince  Charming,  ir- 
respective of  his  gender. 

JOSEPHINE  B. 

(MA-M  5 544-K 12262-81) 

SWM,  59,  5'11",  205.  Like  to  hear 
from  mature  CDs  in  SE  Mass  8c 
nearby  RI.  Non-passable.  Love 
dressing  at  home. 


LAWRENCE  C. 

(MA-P-M438 1 -K5 1 24-81 ) 

Age  63-years  young.  Vegetarian  for 
15  years,  but  I do  eat  some  fish.  Like 
classical  music,  the  outdoors  & 
cooking.  Interested  in  the  arts  8c 
very  feminine  women.  Looking  for 
a close  friendship  with  same  inter- 
ests. Have  just  moved  to  the  east 
coast  8c  starting  life  over  again. 


PAULA  B. 

( W-MA-P-M5  57 1-K 1985-85) 
Member  of  Sunshine  Club.  Would 
like  to  meet  others  in  the  life-style 
to  share  the  great  gift  of  transgen- 
derism.  Please  write.  Love  to  go  out 
to  eat  and  shop,  the  club  scene,  but 
no  drinking  or  drugs.  High  on  life. 


ALICIA  CARLA  LONGSTREET 
(MA-M5749-K 12703-99) 

TALL  fun  loving  post-op  TS,  with 
legs  that  just  don't  stop.  I am  inter- 
ested in  a permanent  monogamous 
relationship  with  a good  looking  tall 
man,  late  30s  to  early  50s.  I like  to 
ski  (snow  & water),  play  golf,  play 
cards  (especially  bridge),  go  for  long 
walks,  8c  enjoy  the  outdoors.  I love 
to  cook  (some  people  say  I am 
skilled  at  it),  & I love  to  cuddle  in 
front  of  a roaring  fire. 
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MARY  JANE  B. 
(MA-P-M5928-K8080-82) 

SWM,  40,  CD  with  TS  tendencies. 
Passable  but  still  chicken  sometimes. 
Been  going  out  for  two  years. 
Answer  all  letters;  your  photo  gets 
mine.  Want  to  meet  TV/TSs  and 
supportive  GGs  north  of  Boston.  See 
you  at  Jacques  on  Saturdays. 


/ wm 

JOANNA  O. 

(MA-P-M5974-K8300-83) 

SWM,  Bi-TV,  30,  6'2",  slim, 
closeted.  Interested  in  writing, 
meeting  other  TVs  to  share  all 
aspects  of  femininity.  Have  huge 
wardrobe.  Will  answer  all  who 
write. 

JOYCE  M. 

(MA-M6058-K 1 3 1 98-8 1 ) 

33,  5' 10",  post-op,  thin,  youthful 
and  attractive.  Long,  brown  hair, 
large  brown  eyes  and  fair  skin.  Col- 
lege educated,  Catholic  and  open  to 
other  people's  religious  viewpoints. 
Variety  of  interests.  Want  to  meet 
nice  non-TV/TS,  somewhat  old- 
fashioned  gentleman.  Interested  in 
being  a full-time  housewife. 

BILLY  BRANN 
(MA-M6263-K0666-8 1 ) 

I am  a nice  person  seeking  same. 
5'7",  125,  with  curly  black  hair  and 
a wicked  smile.  Let's  get  together. 


RHODE  ISLAND 
(010-027) 


ANDREA  K. 

(RI-M1771-K 1934-83) 

5'10",  170,  brown  eyes,  long  brown 
hair,  semi-androgynous.  Interested 
in  Sci-Fi,  investing,  metaphysics, 
part-time  computer  buff,  dressing 


up  full  time  as  a woman.  I want  to 
meet  other  TV/CD/TSs  and  talk 
about  things  like  lingerie,  high 
heels,  hosiery,  makeup  and  being 
known  and  treated  as  a woman. 

MARYBETH  COOPER 
(RI-M3744-K8 198-81) 

SWM  CD,  late  30s.  Coming  to  terms 
with  my  other  self.  Need  support 
and  encouragement  from  other  CDs. 
Seeking  understanding,  supportive 
GG  for  relationship.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  you! 


ALISON  YOUNG 
(RI-P-M4650-K 10273-82) 
MemberTCNE.  Just  remember,  life 
could  be  worse.  Shauna,  where  are 
you? 

VANESSA  MURRAY 
(RI-M4696-K 1 0385-78) 

48-year-old  M CD  in  a wonderful 
relationship  with  enthusiastic  lady. 
Mgr.  of  book  sales  for  IFGE.  Stop 
in  to  America's  first  transgender 
bookstore  so  we  can  meet  and  chat. 
My  spouse  and  I send  you  peace 
and  love. 


PATRICIA  LYNN  ROSS 
(RI-P-M5499-K3302-80) 

M2F  pre-op  TS.  Living  and  work- 
ing full  time  as  Patricia  for  over  a 
year.  Love  people,  will  help  others 
with  transition. 

KAREN  REEVES 
(RI-M6315-K4051-81) 

SWM,  TV,  5*7",  120,  shoulder- 
length  hair.  I love  being  Karen. 
Fortunately,  very  passable  and  go 
out  often.  Desire  relationship  with 
understanding  tall  GG.  Let's  share 
wardrobe,  better  yet,  switch  clothes 
and  gender  roles!  Also,  M-F  TS. 
Love  to  answer  all!! 


KENDRA  G. 

(RI-P-M6165-K1 3549-80) 

Bi-CD,  36,  5’9",  145,  divorced  (5 
yrs)  single,  strong  TS  feelings  at 
times.  I love  the  classic  Vargas  girl 
look.  I would  like  to  meet  another 
bi-CD  orTS  to  establish  solid  friend- 
ship evolving  into  a long  term  rela- 
tionship. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
(030-038) 


A.  M.  GREENE 
(NH-M0731-K0277-99) 

Post-op,  new-woman.  Interests  are 
computers,  reading,  music, 
gendered  people,  belly-dancing  & 
all  things  feminine.  Editor  of  the 
TV-TS  Confidential  Magazine.  We 
need  cover  girls. 

SHERI  SERENA  P. 

(NH-M566 1 -K9902-82) 

45,  hetero.  I'm  still  in  the  closet 
even  though  I have  been  wearing 
women's  clothes  since  age  twelve.  I 
put  on  my  first  slip,  bra  & nylons 
then,  & always  loved  shiny,  wet- 
look  type  clothes.  Thanks  for  un- 
derstanding. Would  like  to  corre- 
spond with  someone. 

TIFFANY  MARIE  S. 

(NH-M6175-K 1356 1-80) 

DWM  hetero  CD,  33,  601  200  still 
losing.  I enjoy  wearing  short  skirts, 
high  heels  and  dressing  up.  Have 
been  crossdressing  since  early  teens. 
My  goal  is  to  develop  so  I might 
pass  as  a female  in  public.  Would 
like  to  hear  from  other  CDs  for  tips 
and  friendship. 


LISA  MICHELLE  M. 
(NH-P-M6167-K1  3550-80) 

SGM,  30s,  TS  tendencies.  A female 
inside  since  birth.  Enjoy  theater, 
nature,  music,  shopping,  history, 
and  art.  Would  welcome  friendships 
with  others  in  S NH  and  E MA  ar- 
eas. Also  looking  for  Mr.  Right.  Will 
answer  all. 


MAINE 

(038-047) 


JEANVERMETTE 
(ME-P-M3729-K0 164-81) 

Member  Transupport,  divorced 
pre-opTS,  42,  5'8",  127,  12,  dress- 
ing since  age  3,  out  since  October 
1992.  Vegetarian.  Don't  smoke/ 
drink/drug,  spiritually  inclined,  on 
speaker's  bureau.  Interested  in 
Transcendental  Meditation,  theater, 
creative  writing,  nature  day  trips, 
fine  arts,  interior  design,  solar  tech- 
nologies, being  feminine,  making 
friends,  socializing,  correspon- 
dence. 


CYNTHIA  T. 

(ME-P-M5121-K1 1173-81) 

5'7,  MWM,  bi-curious,  home- 
maker, children.  Wife  accepts,  but 
neither  understands  nor  supports. 
Ready  to  embrace  my  natural  ten- 
dencies. Request  help  to  realize  po- 
tential. Interested  in  cooking,  wine, 
photography,  music,  cars,  movies, 
fetishes,  creative  role  playing. 
Would  love  to  host  TG  women, 
build  friendships,  learn  the  art  of 
passing. 
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VERMONT 

(050-059) 


JOAN  MARIE  L. 
(VT-M0528-K0340-87) 

SWM,  hetero  CD,  40,  6’,  full-fig- 
ured. Love  to  shop  for  music.  Like 
cooking,  Sci-Fi  fantasy,  & travel. 
Real  passion  for  lingerie,  esp.  bras, 
panties,  teddies,  slips,  girdles,  ho- 
siery & heels.  Wish  to  correspond 
withTGs. 


HELENE  H. 

( VT-P-M202 1 -K2488-8 1 ) 

Mbr  Sunshine  Club.  Like  to  hear 
from  other  ladies,  especially  those 
in  the  NE  who  want  out  of  the 
closet,  help,  or  advice.  There  are 
more  of  us  in  this  neck  of  the  woods 
than  you  think.  Come  out  wherever 
you  are. 

CLARISSA  LYNN  MICHAELS 
(VT-M4760-P 10702-82) 

MWM.  51 ! My  wife  of  25+  years  is 
genuinely  supportive  and 
comfortable  with  all.  I've  been 
dressing  with  varied  intensity  since 
early  teens.  Not  very  passable,  but 
enjoy  getting  and  being  dressed. 
Looking  for  sisters  to  share  and  visit 
with.  Confidentiality  assured.  Will 
answer  all. 


STEPHANIE  WALTERS 
(VT-M5662-K2941-81) 

Married.  Wife  not  supportive.  Get 
out  as  Stephanie,  but  not  passable. 
Will  write  back  if  written  to. 


SARAH  CARPENTER 
(VT-M5678-K 12  536-81) 

TS,  tall,  middle-aged,  married,  out 
3 years.  Like  to  dress  as  a profes- 
sional woman.  Love  dining  out  and 
shopping.  Happy  as  a female.  Un- 
happy as  a male.  Nonsupportive 
wife.  Will  correspond. 


CONNECTICUT 

(060-069) 


CARLA  E.  GOLDSNIDER 
(CT-P-M02 1 2-K0374-80) 

SWM,  quiet,  understanding.  Live 
alone.  Member  ConnView,  COS, 
Transgender  and  Tapestry.  Enjoy 
being  en  femme,  meeting  TVs,  men, 
females  for  parties,  going  out.  Life- 
time CD.  Very  comfortable  with 
myself.  Would  appreciate  photo 
which  I will  return  with  first  letter. 


ANDREA  G. 

(CT-M0425-K03  57-83) 

Married,  5'11,  170.  Interested  in 
sports,  good  food,  reading.  Like  to 
develop  friendships  in  theTG  com- 
munity, & welcome  correspon- 
dence. 


MICHELLE  KAY 
(CT-P-M 1 490-K0368-86) 

Mbr  Tiffany  Club,  COS.  SWM,  het- 
ero, TV,  5'  10",  blue  eyes,  light 
brown  hair.  Quiet  & sincere.  Enjoy 
cross-country  skiing,  music,  the- 
ater, & travel.  Looking  for  honest, 
caring,  feminine  CDs  for  correspon- 
dence or  get-togethers. 


ANDREA  STEVENS 
(CT-P-M32 1 4-K62 1 6-82) 

Mbr  COS.  Hetero  CD,  5'8”,  155,  late 
40s.  Happily  married.  Wife  aware 
and  tolerant.  Interested  in  competi- 
tive cycling  and  running,  reading, 
golf  and  skiing.  Been  dressing  fully 
since  early  20s.  Attended  First 
Event  '95  & '96.  Look  forward  to 
future  gatherings  and  helping  oth- 
ers. 

SAMARA  F. 

(CT-M3587-K7565-80) 

Tall  (very)  out  of  practice  CD  return- 
ing to  action  after  years  of  wishing. 
Now  divorced,  rapidly  losing 
weight.  Love  TV  fiction.  Want  to 
correspond,  meet  new  friends.  Lib- 
eral in  most  ways,  but  no  drugs.  All 
letters  will  be  answered. 


STACI  H. 

(CT-P-M4520-K4 1 99-8 1 ) 

Mbr  COS,  45-year-old  girl-at-heart. 
I try  to  let  the  female  inside  of  me 
out  as  often  as  possible.  Passing  is 
my  passion.  I love  to  learn  new 
makeup  techniques  and  experiment 
with  my  appearance. 


DONNA  RUSSO 
(CT-P-M6006-K7591-83) 
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SW  TV  39,  5'9",  190,  brown  eyes, 
blond  hair,  Italian.  Like  fishing, 
motorcycle  riding,  romantic  times. 
Looking  for  single,  blue  collar, 
Spanish,  Haitian,  Puerto  Rican  or 
W male,  5'8”  or  taller,  30-42.  Must 
be  serious.  Please  send  photo. 

BOB  P. 

(CT-M6099-K0855-83) 

Admirer  who  likes  feminine,  sen- 
sual TV/TSs.  Am  slender,  athletic, 
attractive.  Ivy-educated  and  fun. 
Live  alone  in  quiet  residence  in 
lower  Fairfield  County.  Your  note 
will  get  my  phone.  Let's  chat  and 
meet. 


NEWJERSY 

(070-088) 


SUZIEM. 

(NJ-M0686-K04 19-83) 

MWM,  early  50s,  bi-CD,  6'1",  180. 
Dressing  since  childhood.  Love 
wearing  lingerie,  heels,  hose  and 
short  skirts.  SO  not  supportive. 
Would  like  to  correspond  and  meet 
with  other  TV/TS/CDs.  Please  send 
photo.  Will  reply  to  all. 


PAMELA  G. 

(NJ-RP-M3070-K  5682-81) 
MbrTri-Ess.  MWM,  22T.  SO  knows 
but  doesn't  want  to  meet  her,  which 
leaves  me  in  need  of  one-on-one 
help  with  fashion,  makeup,  etc. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  TG/GG 
from  Bergen  Cnty.  Will  answer  all. 


BABS  C. 

(NJ-P-M3219-K621 1-85) 

Member  MOTG,  Renaissance,  Im- 
perial Queens,  Secretary  of 
GNYGA.  Married  with  loving  sup- 
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portive  wife.  Enjoy  fine  art,  music, 
standardbred  horses,  tennis  and 
writing.  Travel  to  NYC,  New  Hope, 
Poconos,  Aycee  and  Florida  en 
femme.  Meet  other  TG  couples  for 
dinner,  clubs,  shopping  and  serious 
talk. 

DONNA  R. 

(NJ-M3270-K4353-8 1 ) 

WM,  5'10".  Interested  in 
establishing  friendships  and 
correspondence.  Love  clothes, 
dressing,  particularly  lingerie  and 
TV  literature. 


KAREN  KEYES 
(NJ-P-M3309-K6595-82) 

Mbr  Renaissance.  TCNE  First  Event 
'93,  4,  5,  6.  Attend  other  events 
each  year.  Attractive  & feminine 
when  dressed.  Open-minded.  Wish 
to  meet  TGs  for  friendship  & so- 
cializing. Photo  appreciated. 

DENISE  S. 

(NJ-P-M3342-K661 1-80) 

Females  or  males.  On  hormones 
many  years.  Love  photography, 
modeling  and  shopping.  Desire  to 
work  as  Denise  when  possible. 
Open  to  being  more  of  a woman. 
Enjoy  fashions  and  videos. 

JANET. 

(NJ-M3487-K7209-82) 

55-year-old  white,  hetero,  rubber- 
loving  TV.  Interested  in  correspond- 
ing with  others  of  all  interests.  The 
closet  filled  with  her  rubber  ward- 
robe is  not  a bad  place,  as  long  as 
you  like  yourself.  Your  picture  gets 
mine.  Will  answer  all. 


ELAINE  MONROE 
(NJ-M3637-K78 10-80) 

Love  feminine  role.  Co-Director  of 
MOTG,  Mbr  Renaissance,  Tri-Ess. 


Attended  Coming  Together,  Be  All, 
Southern  Comfort,  Fantasia  Fair, 
Paradise  in  the  Poconos.  Speaker  for 
TG  community.  Goal  to  help  others 
out  of  closets,  & to  help  the  TGs  le- 
gally & socially.  Want  to  network 
with  those  with  similar  goals. 

BRANDY  LEE 
(N  J-P-M  549 1 -K 1 0 1 4 1 -80)) 
Although  male  by  birth,  I am  fe- 
male by  nature  and  love  being  a 
woman.  I seek  a slender  M2F  TG 
with  long  hair,  age  range  18-35. 
Let's  explore  our  female  selves  to- 
gether. 


ARLENETHIEL 

(NJ-P-M3777-K8249-85) 

Mbr  of  Renaissance.  Attend  many 
events.  5'9",  155  lb.,  very  smooth, 
SWM  TV,  live  alone,  mature  pro- 
fessional. Only  hobby  is  being  femi- 
nine. Love  to  entertain  & share  girl 
things.  Love  going  out  to  have  fun. 
I correspond  lots  & answer  all 
sooner  or  later.  Pictures  help. 

JAN  DIANA  N. 
(NJ-M3908-K4840-80)) 

M WM,  hetero,  6'  1 ",  200,  blue  eyes. 
SO  has  known  for  years,  but  is  nei- 
ther supportive  nor  accepting, 
which  hurts.  Crossdressed  since  age 
five  with  mom's  support.  Still  in 
closet.  Feel  very  feminine  when 
dressed  as  the  person  I want  to  be. 
Will  answer  all.  Photo  nice. 


CAROL  ANN  LEE 
(NJ-P-M4245-K9  528-80)) 

Member:  IFGE(Supp.),  Tri-Ess, 
Sigma  Nu  RhojPres.),  Editor  of 
'News  Briefs'  Renaissance,  AEGIS, 
Pres,  of  Greater  New  York  Gender 
Alliance.  Attended  '94  Holiday  En 
Femme.  Married,  hetero,  52,  5'8", 
170,  supportive  wife  and  three 
daughters.  Dressing  since  a very 
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tender  age.  Enjoy  going  to  cultural 
events,  concerts,  dinner  and,  of 
course,  shopping.  Used  to  corre- 
spond extensively,  but  increased  re- 
sponsibilities have  slowed  replies  to 
almost  a complete  stop. 

KATHLEEN M. 

(NJ-P-M47 1 9-K 1 0436-86) 

Just  recently  came  out  & loving  ev- 
ery minute.  5'6",  140.  Like  photog- 
raphy &.  music.  Want  to  help  sisters 
with  photos.  Love  being  a girl  & 
look  forward  to  meeting  other  girls 
like  me.  Want  to  hear  from  you. 


JAKE  L. 

(NJ-P-M4993-K 10734-84) 
Romantic,  educated,  professional 
gentleman,  30s,  6',  180,  admirer. 
Seek  caring  friendship  with  TS  or 
feminine  TG  person  21-45.  Under- 
standing and  supportive  of  gender 
issues.  Enjoy  shopping,  fun  times 
& cozy  nights.  Travel  extensively. 


JILL  ANGELIQUE  JARIS 
(NJ-P-M  58 17-K 10072-82) 
40-year-old  TG.  Plan  to  have  legal 
name  change  and  begin  to  live  full 
time  as  a woman  sometime  in  1997. 
Love  to  receive  mail  from  TV/TS/ 
TG  sisters.  Will  answer  all. 
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NANCY  F. 

(NJ-P-M621 9-K  13727-81) 

MWM,  50,  5'8".  Mbr:  IFGE,  CDI, 
Tri-Ess.  Love  dressing  up,  dining 
out,  Broadway  shows,  fishing, 
hunting.  I love  lingerie,  hose,  high 
heels,  and  felling  feminine.  Like  to 
correspond,  swap  photos,  meet  oth- 
ers for  friendship.  Pleas  write  and 
include  your  photo. 


NEW  YORK 
(090-149) 


WINNIE  BRANT 
(N  NY-P-M0228-K0582-99) 
MbrTiffany,  Tri-Ess,  TGIC.  Awards: 
Miss  Fantasia  Fair.  CD,  60+,  6'2". 
Many  interests.  Scientifically  & cul- 
turally oriented.  Have  attended 
many  CD  events.  Very  busy  as  presi- 
dent of  TGIC,  but  will  try  to  answer 
any  correspondence. 


DELORES  M. 

(SE  NY-P-M0808-K5 55-84) 

Mbr  Chi  Delta  Mu  (past  president), 
LIFE,  Serenity.  Attended  Fantasia 
Fair,  Poconos  W/E  (1st  runner-up. 
Miss  Poconos),  Coming  Together. 
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Married,  middle-aged,  5' 10",  engi- 
neer, lifelong  TV.  Interested  in  fash- 
ion, photography,  classic  bebop, 
science,  sailing,  biking,  tennis,  au- 
tos, & being  outdoors.  1 love  the  fun 
part  of  the  scene,  derive  a lot  of 
pleasure  from  it. 


VICKIE  STONE 

(SE  NY-P-M1035-K05  59-83) 

46-y/o  CD,  attorney,  divorced,  but 
recently  (re)married  a beautiful  and 
supportive  lady  who  gives  Vickie 
emotional  support  and  fashion  as- 
sistance. Vickie  also  enjoys  song- 
writing, plays  guitar  and  bass,  loves 
country  music.  Member  LIFE, 
former  member  Chi  Delta  Mu. 
Former  Editor  LIFElines.  Other 
commitments  keep  me  from  being 
as  active  as  I'd  like  at  the  present 
time. 


FRANCINE  C. 
(NY-M1584-K0631-82) 

SWM,  5'  10",  185,  54.  Interested  in 
outdoors,  reading  and  fishing.  Love 
the  total  feminine  look.  Trying  to 
pass.  Interested  in  corresponding 
and  meeting  all,  especially  in  south- 
ern tier  NY,  NE  PA.  Discreet. 


VICTORIA  LOUISE  NORRELL 
(SE-N  Y-P-M 1 960-K2390-86) 

I am  beautiful  for  I am  me.  I am 
Victoria  8c  I love  life.  I am  totally 
energized  by  living  feminine  8c  am 
very  proud.  Class  8c  dignity  are  my 
life  8c  tho'  I can  never  be  a woman, 
I will  never  be  anything  less  than  a 
lady.  If  you  write,  I will  answer.  To 
all  I wish  peace  ...  of  mind  ...  of 
spirit . . . 


KATHERINE  H. 

(NY-P-M2073-K2 1 39-84) 

Mbr  of  TGIC  in  Albany.  Attended 
Fantasia  Fair  '89,  '90,  '91,  Coming 
Together  in  Pitts  8c  Philadelphia. 
Donahue  Show,  National  Gender 
Lobby  Day  '95,  TG  facilitator  LGBT 
Conference  '96  at  SUNY  Albany, 
graduate  student/writer/LGBT  ac- 
tivist. Love  music,  comedy  and  my 
softer  side. 


ROBYN  LATHROP 
(NY-P-M2361-K3078-82) 

Trying  to  accept  that  femininity  is 
an  important  part  of  my  life.  I'd  like 
to  hear  from  people  who  have  suc- 
cessfully blended  in  as  women. 
Would  like  to  learn  about  the  teen- 
age and  childhood  experiences  of 
others,  too. 


JENNIFER  B. 

(NY-P-M244 1 -K3429-83) 

MWM  with  supportive  wife,  mem- 
ber Eulenspiegel  Society.  Seek  meet- 
ings and  correspondence  withTV/ 
TSs  who  have  a love  for  lingerie, 
corsets,  feminine  costumes  and  fan- 
tasies. Interested  in  psychology, 
metaphysics  and  fashions.  Would 
love  to  hear  from  you. 


VERONICA  MARTIN 
(N  NY-P-M2482-K3564-82) 

SWM,  hetero  CD.  Enjoy  the  prissy 
feeling  dressing  up  in  full  petticoats, 
square  dance,  8c  party  dresses.  Still 
looking  for  one  understanding  gen- 
der woman  in  my  life. 


EMILY  C. 

(NY-P-M2966-K5 109-80)) 

MWM,  5'6",  size  10,  supportive  SO. 
Enjoy  shopping,  correspondence, 
photo  exchange.  "Joy  is  where  the 
inner  femininity  finds  expression  in 
the  outside  world." 


KATHY  LORRAINE 
(NY-P-M2974-K5 1 10-82) 

5' 13"  single  businesswoman.  TG. 
49  and  going  into  holding.  Officer 
Buffalo  Belles.  Happy  to  help  new 
comers  into  our  world.  Interested 
in  CD/TS  gold  tournament  summer 
'97.  Any  other  hackers  out  there? 


BRENDA  VEE 

(LI  NY-P-M3089-K595-808) 

Mbr:  LIFE/B  of  D.  Outreach  Drctr, 
Fantasia  Fair  '93,  '94,  '95.  SWTG, 
45.  Sensitive  to  theTG  community 
8c  feel  bond  to  all.  Striving  for  per- 
sonal best.  Supportive  SO.  Like 
cooking,  dining,  fashion  8c  make- 
up, pen  pals  8c  sincere,  open- 
minded  people.  Love  to  help  new 
people. 


JODIE  H. 

(NY-P-M3700-K8044-8 1 ) 

Hi!  Enjoying  the  transgender  world 
out  and  about.  Married  and  mak- 
ing it  all  work.  (Lucky!)  Like  to  meet 
everybody.  Be  proud.  Keep  your 
chin  up  and  your  nails  polished. 
Have  a great  day. 


TAMMIE  ANDERSON 
(NY-P-M4141-K8935-87) 

TG,  50ish,  5'10",  170,  computer 
teacher.  Tri-Ess,  Chi  Delta  MU.  Love 
to  dress  and  shop  and  have  been 
going  in  public  locally  the  past  three 
years  without  incident.  Love  to  cor- 
respond with  sisters  and  interested 
in  meeting  gals  who  live  in  the 
Westchester,  NY  area. 
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ELIZABETH  B. 

(NY-P-M4248-K  3480-80) 

Single,  30,  5'7",  175,  hetero.  Inter- 
ested in  finding  female  friends;  men 
for  dating  and  TS  companionship. 
Currently  on  hormones.  Kind  of  shy 
and  need  support  to  move  on  in  my 
TS  life.  I like  mostly  everything  and 
want  to  have  fun,  but  not  anything 
sexual.  Will  answer  all  gladly  with 
photo,  please. 

CATHERINE  L. 

(NY-M4359-K3 186-86) 

Member  COS.  MWM,  6'2",  44, 
hetero  CD.  I have  been  dressing 
since  teens.  Came  out  five  years  ago. 
Don't  pass  too  well,  but  I do  go 
shopping  dressed.  Would  love 
company  or  talk  on  all  things 
feminine.  Wife  knows  but  is  not 
supportive. 

CLAUDIAT. 

(NY-P-M4875-K9887-82) 

SWM,  33,  6'  1 ” + , CD,  Ru  Paul 
wannabe.  Closeted  but  doing  my 
best  to  become  more  involved  with 
the  network.  Into  everything 
femme,  but  we  have  got  to  be 
discreet.  No  smut,  please. 


CHRISSY  S. 

(NY-P-M51 95-K1 1 530-82) 

SWM,  hetero  CD,  5' 11",  47,  engi- 
neer. Enjoy  travel,  theater,  electron- 
ics, fashion  and  shopping.  Outgo- 
ing with  great  sense  of  humor,  but 
very  discreet  about  crossdressing. 
Prefer  the  professional  career-girl 
look  and  the  very  feminine  look.  In- 
terested in  meeting  women  from 
NYC  area  for  friendship/relation- 
ship. 

CINDY  P. 

(NY-M5198-K1 1532-81) 
Submissive  pre-op  TS,  43,  6',  160, 


blonde  hair,  blue  eyes.  Seek 
dominant  TV/TG/TS  for  friendship, 
possibly  more.  Include  sexy  letter 
and  photo. 


CHRISSIE  YORK 
(NY-P-M5212-K1 1564-82) 

Member  CD  Network.  WM  CD, 
5'5",  160.  Interested  in  dressing 
clubs.  Red  hair.  Can  pass.  Looking 
for  an  understanding  female  & 
otherTG.  I will  write  back.  Lifetime 
CD. 

ANGEL  L. 

(NY-M5222-K461 1-85) 

SWF,  caring,  pretty,  funny,  honest 
( 30s),  marriage/friendship-minded, 
monogamous,  moralistic,  romantic, 
spiritual,  understanding.  Seek 
same:  hetero  SWM,  CD,  30s,  (NO 
smoke/drink/drugs/promiscuity) 
even-tempered,  non-abusive,  5,  6. 
Love  comedy,  culture,  dining,  fif- 
ties, fun,  music,  theater,  etc. 


TERI  SHANNON 
(NY-P-M5339-K5768-82) 

Single,  sane  lovable,  young  for  40s, 
pre-op  M-FTS  with  vivid  imagina- 
tion seeks  Mr.  Right  for  romantic 
candle-lit  evenings,  possibly  longer. 
Well  built  30-40s  gentleman  must 
appreciate  unbridled  femininity 
and  support  my  quest  to  lose  re- 
maining inhibitions.  Shapely,  5' 10", 
165.  Not  a good  correspondent,  will 
travel  northern  NY.  Photo  appreci- 
ated. 


JUDY  M. 

(N  Y-M  5 594-K 12374-81) 

MWM  mature  CD  who  wishes  to  re- 
main in  the  closet.  Interested  in  act- 
ing out  fantasies  including  soft 
bondage  and  role  playing. 
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CLEO  JONES 
(NY-P-M5376-K2860-83) 

MWM,  hetero,  60+,  5'9".  Mbr  Buf- 
falo Belles.  Rochester  CD  Network. 
Crossdressing  since  childhood.  Wife 
negative  and  unaware  of  my  TV  life. 
Love  to  dress  and  be  feminine. 
Looking  for  someone  in  my  area  for 
conversation.  Can't  afford  separate 
apartment  for  Cleo.  Will  answer  let- 
ters. 


FRANCINE  P. 

(NY-P-M5622-K 10729-80) 

CD/TV,  slender,  5' 1 1 ”,  160. 

MemberTIC,  TGN,  attended  Spring 
Fling.  Love  nature,  reading,  art, 
music,  housekeeping,  skiing, 
cycling,  progressive  politics, 
conversation.  ISO  strong,  assertive 
woman  over  50,  5'  1 1"+  (if  possible) 
for  monogamous  role-reversed 
relationship.  All  letters  answered. 


CHRISTY- LYNN  B. 

(N  Y-P-M  5738-K 12693-81) 

MWM,  42,  5'7",  1 30.  SlimTV  who 
luxuriates  in  femme  side.  Interested 
in  meeting  sincere  TV/CDs  who  like 
quiet  evenings,  good  conversation 
or  socializing  with  other  sisters. 
Love  art,  music  and  just  having  fun 
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in  life.  Starting  electrolysis.  Some 
travel.  Send  photo  with  letter. 


DEBBIE  F. 

(NY-P-M5798-K6076-82) 

MbrTGIC  in  Albany.  Interested  in 
friendship  or  possible  relationship. 
Would  like  to  talk  or  correspond. 
I'm  43,  big  and  easy  going.  Like 
trains,  car  racing,  and  videotaping 
nature  and  other  interesting  events. 

WENDIR. 

(N  Y-P-M58 1 6-K03  36-86) 

45,  5'8",  hetero  CD  150,  36-29-38. 
Closet  CD,  love  to  come  out,  but 
wife  will  not  understand.  Love  ev- 
erything feminine.  CD  since  12 
years  old.  Love  to  pass,  but  I don't 
think  I can.  Shy,  discreet. 


L.W. 

(NY-M5936-K39 17-82) 

This  is  a healthy,  active  person  (M/ 
67)  interested  in  a CD  friendship 
with  either  F2M  or  M2F.  The  sole 
purpose  is  to  enjoy  travel, 
particularly  cruise  travel,  and  most 
all  functions  on  appropriately 
enjoyed  basis.  Regardless  of 
whether  F2M  or  M2F,  I could 
contribute  in  a positive  and  helpful 
manner. 


STEPHANIES. 

(NY-P-M5997-K 1295  5-83) 
DWM.TV,  46  (feel  33  when  dressed 
and  out),  132,  5'8",  energetic, 
adventurous,  pass  well,  enjoy 
shopping,  outdoors,  restaurants 
and  festivals  as  Stephanie.  So 
relaxing!  Interested  in  writing  to 
and  meeting  otherTVs  who  go  out, 
and  genetic  females.  Will  answer  all. 
Photo  appreciated. 
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ANA  HUNT 

(NY-P-M6041-K 13138-83) 
Biological  female  using  makeup, 
clothes  to  facilitate  M-F  and  F-M  CD 
since  early  '70s.  Member  of  leather 
community  versed  in  roleplay, 
fetish.  A respected  domina  for 
correspondence  and  professional 
training.  Individuals,  couples.  New 
York  and  California. 


DIANE  DEVERE 
NY-P-M6240-K 13802-81) 

DWM,  CD  5' 11",  39.  Author  and 
full  time  student.  Mbr  LIFE. 
Interests  include  psychology, 
paganism,  mythology,  shamanism, 
fitness,  astronomy,  transgenderism. 
New  to  the  scene.  Looking  for 
supportive,  open-minded  sisters  fro 
friendship  and  correspondence. 


MICHELE  W. 

(NY-P-M6291-K 14032-81) 

TS  on  hormones  almost  a year.  6', 
155.  Interested  in  shopping,  dining 
out,  travel  and  staying  fit.  Enjoy 
dating  tall  men  who  know  how  to 
treat  a woman.  Will  answer  all 
letters.  Photo  if  possible. 


SHARON  KANE 
(NY-P-M6338-K0580-83) 

DWM,  48,  5'8",  145,  Albany  area. 
Love  to  dress  in  sexy  lingerie,  pretty 
dresses,  gowns  and  high  heels.  Then 
take  photos  of  myself.  Also  have 
fetish  for  fashion  magazines  like 
Glamour.  Would  like  to  correspond 
with  CDs,  and  understanding 
women  for  friendship.  I miss  female 
companionship. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

(150-196) 


ALISON  LAING 
(E  PA-P-M1242-K0733-99) 
Co-Founder,  past  National  Director 
Renaissance.  Chairperson  of  the 
Outreach  Institute  of  Gender  Stud- 
ies, Director  Fantasia  Fair  '94,  '95, 
Ms.  Fantasia  Fair  '92.  Mbr  of  AE- 
GIS Board  of  Directors.  Trinity 
Award  1994.  Interested  in  Native 
American  traditions  & community 
building  as  related  to  transgender- 
ism. Love  fine  dining,  good  wine, 
art,  crafts,  antiques,  theatre  & 
travel. 

VERONICA  MARTIN 
(PA-M2482-K3  564-82) 

SWM  hetero  CD.  Enjoy  dressing  in 
full  petticoats  8c  square  dance 
dresses.  Would  love  to  go  square 
dancing.  Interested  in  meeting  un- 
derstanding women.  PS:  Barbara 
(genetic  girl),  you  left  out  your  re- 
turn address  in  letter. 

MICHELLE  DOUGLAS 
(SE  PA-M2623-K3889-87) 

MWM,  40-something.  Enjoy  fine 
lingerie,  satin  dresses  and  high 
heels.  Married  to  an  accepting  and 
helpful  wife.  Would  like  to  hear 


from  other  married  couples  con- 
cerning CD  relationships. 


PHYLLIS  JEANW. 

(W  PA-P-M2770-K4563-83) 

5’  1 1",  165,  CD  with  strong  TS  ten- 
dencies. Now  40-something.  I paint, 
play  guitar  and  am  struggling  with 
computers.  I enjoy  jazz  and  rock, 
and  occasionally  classical  music.  I 
am  a poor  correspondent  due  to  my 
heavy  schedule. 

JENNY  W. 

(PA-P-M2891-K4869-80) 

Single  CD,  34,  5'6",  140.  Passing  & 
feeling  wonderful  in  Philadelphia. 
Professional,  fun  & outgoing  with 
diversified  interests.  Would  love  to 
hear  from  all  sincere,  especially  an 
understanding  female  for  friend- 
ship/relationship. I travel  a little. 
Talk  to  you  soon! 


WILMA  ANNE  SILVER 
(NY-M3388-K6832-86) 

Hetero  CD,  mature  lady,  committed 
to  enjoying  the  feminine  feelings 
that  were  left  unfulfilled  earlier. 
Enjoy  photography  and  sailing. 
First  memory  crossdressed  at  3 
years.  Now  on  line.  Your  e-mail 
address  for  mine.  Home  page  under 
construction.  Like  chat  rooms. 


DIANE  DALE 
(PA-P-M4229-K7 1 36-80) 

Member  Renaissance,  attend  Para- 
dise in  the  Poconos;  MWM,  hetero. 
Enjoy  music,  photography,  shop- 
ping, aviation,  and  clubbing.  Wife 
tolerant  but  not  participating.  Have 
a relatively  normal  life-style.  Dress 
only  a few  times  a year.  Love  to  have 
fun,  but  nothing  too  extreme.  Will 
answer  all. 


D.  MCKAY 

(PA-P-M4296-K88 17-81) 
MbrTri-Ess.  5TT,  145,  10.  Present- 
able, single,  progressive,  hetero 
'Dresser,'  organizer  ofTravelers  Ex- 
press, a central  PA  group  of  confi- 
dent out  folks  in  100%  public 
places.  NOT  cross  or  trans.  GGs  al- 
ways welcome.  Femme  photo  gets 
response.  Accept  and  enjoy  who 
you  are  without  shame. 


ERICA  EDWARDS 
(PA-P-M4505-K9 143-81) 

Mbr  Renaissance.  CD,  6',  180,  12/ 
14.  Want  letter/meeting  others  who 
appreciate  the  finer  things  in  life. 
Enjoy  shopping,  dining  & good 
conversation.  Still  working  on 
Erica,  her  image  is  now  that  of  a 
stylish  sophisticated  woman.  Let's 
talk. 


CHARLES  M. 

(PA-M4774-K 1 0509-82) 

SW  M-F  hetero  CD,  5'  10",  260,  Mbr 
TCNE.  Like  to  help  hetero  F2M  CDs 
discuss  men's  traditions  during 
weekend  meetings  in  PA  Poconos, 
ABE  area  or  Central  NJ.  Helps  if  you 
like  Japanese  & Chinese  cuisine. 

BARBARA  D. 
(PA-P-M5151-K9319-82) 

DWM,  30s,  tall,  thin,  hetero  TV. 
Love  fashion  8c  modeling.  Enjoy  the 
challenge  8c  magic  when  the 
clothes,  accessories  8c  makeup  form 
a convincing  transformation.  My 
interests  include  music,  art,  cooking 
8c  fitness.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
accepting  females  and  other  TV/ 
TSs. 
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ELLEN  S. 

(PA-P-M5319-K1 101 1-82) 

SWM,  46,  Bi-TV.  Been  crossdress- 
ing since  my  teens.  Like  to  be  out 
of  the  closet  more,  but  fear  I would 
not  pass.  Like  to  write  8i  meet  other 
TV/TS/CDs  for  friendship  or  rela- 
tionship. Love  wigs,  makeup  & be- 
ing feminine.  Discreet.  Will  try  to 
answer  all. 


ROBIN  LYNN 
(PA-P-M5822-K9226-82) 

40,  Bi-CD  with  TS  possibility, 
blonde,  blue  eyes.  Love  to  dress  to 
impress.  Been  out  one  year;  loving 
it!  Drink,  smoke,  party.  Wish  to 
meet  CD/TS/GG,  select  males,  clean 
and  discreet.  Only  go  around  once, 
so  let's  do  as  we  wish.  Love.  Photo 
nice. 


JAMIE  LYNN 
(PA-P-M5944-K 12969-83) 

Single,  pre-op  TS,  40s,  5T0”,  150. 
Looking  for  special  friendship.  Love 
the  arts  and  all  things  feminine. 
Enjoy  art  museums  and  disco  clubs. 
Can  travel  northern  MD,  DE, 
eastern  and  central  PA.  Response 
limited  to  GGs  and  other  TGs. 


JEAN  STEWART 
(PA-M6340-K 14301-81) 

Genetic  girl,  hetero,  34,  135,  5'6". 
I'd  like  to  correspond  with  a CD 
male  for  mutual  understanding  of 
our  feminine  selves  and  to  develop 
a close,  loyal,  trusting  friendship 
which  could  grow  into  long-term, 
intimate,  proven  relationship.  I 
need  genuine,  open,  honest 
sincerity  and  mutual  respect. 


DELAWARE 

(197-199) 


AUDREY  J.  STEELE 
(DE-P-M2434-K3  366-86) 

Mbr  Renaissance,  Tri-Ess.  To  all 
who  have  written,  please  forgive 
me;  I just  could  not  keep  up.  Thank 
you  all!  I come  and  go  dressed  any- 
where, so  I'm  out  there,  and  very 
lucky  to  have  met  the  people  from 
each  organization.  I hope  and  pray 
that  I can  be  and  have  been  of  some 
help  to  others. 


BRENDA  LYNN  GRAY 
(DE-P-M52 1 5-K2009-82) 

Single  CD,  5'7",  sz  8.  Mbr  Renais- 
sance. Comfortable  with  my  male  & 
fem  self.  Love  going  out  dressed. 
Enjoy  making  friends.  Like  to  hear 
from  sisters.  Photo  appreciated. 


ELIZABETH  C. 

(DE-P-M5733-K 12679-8  5) 

MWM,  38,  6',  175.  Have  been 
crossdressing  for  10+  years.  Wife 
very  supportive.  Looking  for  other 
married  or  single  CDs  to  be  friends 
with  and  go  out  socially.  Enjoy  boat- 
ing, model  railroading  and  sexy 
clothing.  All  answered. 


WASHINGTON 

DC 


SHEILA  B. 

(DC-M3810-K7721-81) 

Meet  me  in  the  closet,  that's  where 
the  clothes  are.  Lifelong 
crossdresser  and  lingerie  lover 
wishes  to  encounter  her  mirror 
image:  a married  bi-TV  interested 
in  a confidential  and  mutually 
satisfying  friendship. 


MARYLAND 

(026-218) 


DIANNE  FERN 
(MD-P-M2229-K2673-82) 

A mature  TV  with  great  interest  in 
the  transgendered  life-style.  Wife  is 
very  supportive.  Enjoy  jazz,  walks  on 
the  beach,  fireside  talks,  and  small 
social  get-togethers.  Dress  often.  Wish 
to  share  gender  euphoria  with  sisters 
and  others  who  have  an  interest  in 
our  life-style. 

ANN  MILLER 
(MD-M2776-K4606-82) 

45-year-old  CD,  TS  wannabe,  friendly, 
affectionate,  passable  on  a good  day. 
Available  for. . . I don't  know.  I'd  like 
to  hear  from  soul  mates  of  like  mind. 
Photo,  please. 

STEPHANIE  G. 


(MD-M2847-K3353-81) 

Lifelong  TV-TG  fetishist.  Have 
extensive  library  which  I've 
maintained  for  28  years:  TV-TS 
material.  Married  with  understanding 
and  supportive  wife.  Special  interest 
in  petticoat  punishment  and  enforced 
TV.  We  love  to  make  new  friends. 
Please  write! 


RENE  REYNOLDS 
(MD-P-M4191-K8579-82) 

34  years  young  and  very  active.  In- 
terests include  Rollerblading,  hiking, 
scuba,  music,  and,  of  course,  shop- 
ping. I am  passionately  searching  for 
an  accepting  GG  or  TS  for  a lifetime 
relationship. 


KATHERINE  HUNT 
(MD-M4905-K 1 0858-80) 

MWM,  mature  tall  bi-CD.  SO  not 
completely  understanding  of  CD  life- 
style. However,  I love  every  minute 
of  my  other  life.  Interests  are  stock 
market,  golf,  history  and  the  out- 
doors. Also,  lingerie  and  all  that  is 
feminine.  Would  love  to  hear  from 
other  CDs  in  the  MD/DC  area. 

PAULA  D. 

(MD-M  5 543-K1 1918-80) 
Crossdresser,  43  years  old,  5'  11", 
170#.  Widowed  with  three-year-old 
son.  Like  a butterfly  emerging  from 
my  cocoon  and  loving  life.  Love  to 
shop,  watch  movies,  nature  walks, 
personal  development.  No  problem 
with  going  out  or  staying  in.  ISO  cor- 
respondents and  friendship.  The 
truth  will  set  us  free. 


TOM  D. 

(MD-M5750-K 12704-81) 

TV  from  early  childhood.  I enjoy  all 
that  is  feminine.  Age  64,  pass  for  early 
50s.  Onto  yachting,  fishing  and  en- 
joying people.  Looking  for  other  TVs 


D30 


International  Foundation  For  Gender  Education 


Transgender's  Directory  of  Organizations  and  Personals 


and  women  in  the  surrounding  states. 
Will  answer  all. 

MARKO. 

(MD-M6131-K1 344 1 -80) 

DWM,  40s,  5'10",  165,  light  brown, 
blue,  mustache.  Am  considered  hand- 
some, honest,  supportive  and  love 
auto  racing,  fine  dining,  the  theatre 
and  my  own  home.  If  you  are  TV  or 
TS  & would  like  to  date  me,  hope- 
fully LTR,  please  write.  Photos  ap- 
preciated. 


VIRGINIA 

(220-246) 


LINDA  C. 

(VA-M0703-K0784-82) 

Mbr  of  Tri-Ess.  5'8",  150,  MWM, 
hetero  TV.  Interested  in  women's 
fashions,  gourmet  cooking,  photog- 
raphy, music.  Enjoy  meeting,  cor- 
responding with  TVs. 


JAYNE  MACK 
(VA-M 1 206-K0748-80) 

WM,  bi,  50s.  Feminine  side  been 
closeted  too  long.  Now  eager  to 
learn  and  experience  all.  Would 
love  to  hear  from  sisters,  women 
and  men  who  can  help.  Love  books, 
writing,  jazz,  computers  and  sexy 
lingerie. 


SHEILA  W. 

(VA-P-M2276-K2832-81) 

40,  6',  190,  green  eyes.  Interested 
in  photography,  exchanging 
photos.  Try  to  be  a good 
correspondent,  not  always 
successful.  Enjoy  meeting  others. 
Always  trying  to  be  better.  Advice 
welcome. 


KIMBERLY  C. 

(N  VA-P-M2300-K2981-82) 

TG.  Have  been  crossdressing  for  40 
years.  Last  attended  Southern  Com- 
fort 1994.  Mbr  Virginia's  Secret, 
TGEA.  Will  exchange  experiences 
of  coming  out  to  family  & business 
associates.  Will  answer  all. 


HEIDI  ANN  COBART 
(VA-P-M2522-K3686-80) 

New  to  Richmond,  Va.  Very  femi- 
nine and  passable,  very  bi-curious. 
Submissive,  seeking  dominant  play- 
mate. Would  love  to  hear  from  pass- 
able TV /TSs  and  bi-GGs.  Very  sen- 
sitive and  discreet.  Let's  explore  the 
possibilities! 


DIANA  AUSTIN 
(VA-P-M3283-K6478-82) 

I enjoy  my  life!  Outgoing,  sophisti- 
cated, unpretentious,  and  fun-lov- 
ing describes  me.  Do  you  like  fash- 
ion, art,  theater,  fine  wine  and  be- 
ing yourself?  Yes!  Well  then,  write 
to  me  and  tell  me  more.  I enjoy  cor- 
responding with  sincere,  intelligent 
people. 


DON  C. 

(VA-M4284-K 1425-80) 

AM,  5'9'',  168,  desire  to  meet  per- 
sonable TV/TS  for  friendship,  etc. 
Travel  mid-Atlantic  region  from  VA 
to  NY  regularly.  Photo/phone  de- 
sired. Discretion  assured.  Let's  meet 
and  enjoy  life. 


DANIELLE  MEADOWS 
( VA-P-M  545  5-K 106 19-83) 

I'm  5'8",  133,TS  in  lifelong  transi- 
tion, looking  for  lifelong  friend- 
ships. We  are  spiritual  people,  too! 
To  be  who  we  are,  to  become  all  that 
we  are  capable  of  becoming  is  a 
worthwhile  goal  for  all  transgen- 
dered. 


GWENDOLYN  D. 
(VA-P-M5553-K5080-80) 

MGM-TV  interested  in  drag  shows 
and  joining  aTV/TS  support  group. 
23- years -old,  155#.  Would  like  to 
meet  FIs  to  help  me  with  getting 
into  the  drag  performance  business. 
Photos  exchanged.  Love  to  write. 

SEANNA  HIDEGARD 
(VA-M5956-K85 18-86) 

Married  CD,  hetero,  non-approving 
wife.  Would  like  to  be  in  touch  with 
others  in  my  area  in  same  circum- 
stances. Love  lingerie  most.  Very 
closeted. 

JUNE  GRILLS 
( VA-M6 1 24-K 1 3407-83) 

MWM  CD,  60,  5' 11",  size  14-16. 
Retired,  exploring  feminine  side. 
Hobbies  are  sailing  and  classic  cars. 
Passion  is  crossdressing  and  all 
things  feminine.  Want  to  corre- 
spond with  and  meet  others  to  share 
girl  things.  All  letters  answered 
promptly. 


WESTVIRGINIA 

(246-268) 


STEVIE  LYNN 
(WV-P-M5769-K 1 2733-82) 

Single  CD,  TS  tendencies,  40s,  5'9", 
162.  Pass  fairly  well.  Television  en- 
gineer, rock  singer,  song-writer, 
musician.  (Rabid  Stevie  Nicks  fan.) 
Small  home  studio.  Several  gender 
songs.  Trying  for  mainstream  mu- 
sic success  as  a woman.  Need  help 
with  feminine  singing  voice.  Speak- 
ing voice  okay.  Know  any  record 
producers? 


NORTH  CAROLINA 
(270-289) 


m 


FRANCES  T. 

(NC-P-M1245-K0823-82) 

MbrTVC,  Tri-Ess.  Participant  Com- 
ing Together,  Be  All.  Late  30s,  5'7", 
140.  Pass  very  well.  Enjoy  shopping 
chatting  with  store  clerks,  beauty 
personnel,  etc.,  who  know  me.  Flew 
dressed  to  my  last  convention.  Look 
forward  to  doing  it  again  next  year. 
Browse  in  women's  magazines  & 
dress  catalogues.  Not  a good  corre- 
spondent. 

RACHEL  M. 

(NC-M2272-K2848-80) 

Continue  to  thrill  at  the  joy  of  dress- 
ing. Never  been  out.  Still  too  intimi- 
dated to  share  with  the  world.  Wife 
knows  and  supports  me  because  I 
have  become  more  comfortable. 
Would  love  to  share  with  you.  I 
promise  to  write  back. 
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PAMELA  ROGERS 
(NC-P-M4235-K9428-80) 

This  Carolina  girl  Adores  every- 
thing about  being  a lady.  Enjoy 
sending  letters  & photos  to  friends 
from  all  over.  Love  the  humorous 
side  of  our  transgendered  commu- 
nity, & proud  to  be  a part  of  it.  Be- 
ing Pamela  is  not  something  I do,  it 
is  a part  of  who  I am.  Write  soon! 

A.G. 

(NC-M5485-K 12085-80) 

WM,  38,  5'H"  170#.  Seek  femi- 
nine, passableTV/TS  for  friendship 
and  possible  relationship  in  NC. 
Educated  professional  desires  that 
special  someone  who  wants  to  be 
totally  treated  as  a lady.  Willing  to 
host.  Photo  phone  gets  reply. 


RACHEL  K. 

(NC-P-M6214-K1 37 14-8 1 ) 

SWM  CD,  5' 10"  170.  Love  dress- 
ing and  sexy  lingerie.  Would  love 
to  meet  sisters  in  the  triangle  area 
or  surrounding  states.  Will  respond 
to  all.  Can  travel. 


RANDIR 

(NC-P-M631 1-K14133-81) 

SWM  lesbian  CD,  very  soft  and 


femme.  5'8",  120,  long  hair,  blue 
eyes,  many  interests.  Seek  female, 
TS  or  passable  CD  to  relocate  with 
me  for  lasting  love.  Prefer  my  height 
or  smaller.  Letter,  photo,  must.  Let's 
meet. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 
(290-299) 


BOBBI  ANN  B. 
(SC-M2874-K4857-80) 

WM,  hetero  CD.  Looking  to  get  out 
of  the  closet.  Love  everything  femi- 
nine: hose,  heels,  etc.  Need  some- 
one to  help  push  me  out  of  closet, 
but  be  helpful  also.  CD  since  12. 
Dress  at  home.  Girls,  this  girl  needs 
help! 

TRISH  J. 

(SC-M4698-K9264-82) 

MWMTV,  36,  190,  5'10",  size  16. 
Seeking  others  in  upper  SC  or  west- 
ern NC.  Would  love  to  write,  talk  & 
maybe  meet  other  sisters.  Dressing 
since  early  teens.  Wife  supportive 
and  understands  my  need  to  be  me. 
Working  on  that  passing  thing  we 
all  worry  about. 


GEORGIA 

(300-319) 


STEPHANIE  COX 
(GA-M5 1 22-K9875-81) 

43,  open-minded,  open  heart,  mas- 
sage therapist  and  herbalist.  Coming 
out  and  gaining  strength  by  doing 
so.  Supportive  family  and  friends. 
Deeply  spiritual..  Love  classical  piano, 
jazz,Tai  Chi,  botany,  gardening. 


CINDY  COLLINS 
(GA-P-M5993-K4470-83) 

Divorced.  CD  since  age  5.  Dress  com- 
pletely as  a woman  every  night.  Ex- 
clusively wear  dress  with  appropri- 
ate lingerie,  Silk  Reflections  panty- 
hose and  high  heels.  Makeup  by 
Channel  and  Estee  Lauder,  jewelry  by 
Channel. 


FLORIDA 

(320-340) 


VANESSA  S. 

(FL-M1178-K09 19-80) 

WM  TV,  55.  Crossdresser  all  my  life. 
Do  not  pass.  Adore  everything  femi- 
nine, especially  heels,  wigs  and  el- 
egant evening  wear.  Published  author 
of  TV  fiction.  Collect  books,  videos, 
magazines  and  everything 
available  on  this  most  beautiful  ofall 
hobbies. 


PETRA  DAWN 
(FL-P-M 131 4-K08 17-81) 

Member Tau  Lambda,  IFGE,  AEGIS. 
Married,  6'2",  190,  41.  Feel  like  life 
is  just  beginning.  I am  working  hard 
to  understand  where  I am  going  on 
this  glorious  gender  journey.  Inter- 
ested in  hearing  from  others  in  theN 
FL/S  GA  area. 


JEAN  RICH 

(FL-P-M2824-K4690-86) 

Lecturer,  star  of  stage  shows,  HBO 
special.  All  dressed  and  nowhere  to 
go.  Look  forward  to  meeting  people 
interested  in  photography,  stocks, 
travel  and  dancing.  Hetero,  5'8". 
Send  photo  for  return  response. 

DIANEWHITE 
(FL-P-M4025-K52 1 7-80) 

TS  on  hold.  Mbr  MOTG.  Fun,  en- 
joyable, dateable.  Let's  party.  60, 
slim  figure,  size  9,  nice  legs.  Love 
dressing  stylishly,  youthful  and 
provocatively.  Spike  heels,  tight 
skirts  and  black  nightgowns  were 
made  for  me.  Feel  the  same?  Fan- 
tastic! Let's  chat.  Love  correspond- 
ing. All  answered. 


DAWN  ELIZABETH  E. 

(FL-P-M  5 353-K2034-82) 

Would  enjoy  hearing  from  other  TS 
girls  in  S FL.  In  transition  and 
would  like  to  have  a friend  to  guide 
me.  Will  answer  all  promptly! 


nancy  McDermott 

(FL-P-M5456-K 10695-83) 

MWM,  hetero  TV,  wife  knows. 
Want  to  write/visit  like-minded 
TGs/couples.  Can  travel  state.  Con- 
temporary dresser,  average  looks. 
Will  answer  all  & would  like  to  be  a 
woman  with  you  & will  share  costs. 
I don't  drink/drug/smoke. 


SAMANTHA  B. 

(FL-P-M5606-K  3630-80) 

Post-op  November  '96.  Seeking  a 
feminine,  passable  M2F  TS  (non-, 
pre-  or  post-op).  Must  be  full  time. 
Request  photo  from  those  inter- 
ested. Please  provide  personal  data 
on  yourself.  I'm  5'9",  135,35  years 
old. 
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The  IFGE  is  a 501  (c)  3 non- 
profit organization  providing  out- 
reach to  and  for  the  transgender 
community.  Among  its  many 
other  activities,  IFGE  publishes 
& distributes  gender-related 
books,  magazines  and  tapes. 


Profits  from  all  sales  go  toward 
promoting  self-acceptance,  pub- 
lic understanding,  and  inclusion 
of  greater  gender  diversity  in  so- 
ciety at  large. Our  office  is 
located  at  1 23  Moody  Street, 
Waltham,  MA  02 154 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 


IFGE 

Publications 

Catalog 


Transgender 

Warriors: 

From  Joan  of  Arc  to  RuPaul 

by  Leslie  Feinberg 

Comprehensive  survey  of  CD  and  TS 
throughout  history. 

Absolutely  a must-read  by  author  of 

Stone  Butch  Blues. 


#164 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 
P.O.Box  229,  Waltham,  MA  02254-0229 
(for  MC/Visa  orders)  617-899-2212,  Fax  617-899-5703 
E-Mail:  IFGE@WORLD.STD.COM 
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Crossdressing,  Brain 

Sex  &Gender  Sex 


Gender 

Dysphoria 


by  Vein  L.  Bullough  & Bonnie  Bullough 

30  years  of  research  in  the  field 
of  gender  dysphoria  offers  new 
groundbreaking  theory  as  the 
Bulloughs  search  for  explanations  of 
crossdressing  and  female  imperson- 
ation. Destined  to  become  a classic 
in  its  field. 


by  Anne  Moir  & David  Jessel 

A radical  reappraisal  of  the  rela- 
tionship between  the  sexes  claims  that 
men  & women  are  different  because 
their  brains  are  different  starting  from 
the  sexual  differentiation  of  the  prena- 
tal brain  to  the  gender  differences  of  the 
sexes  in  society. 


Interdisciplinary 
Approaches  In 
Clinical  Management 

by  Walter  Bockting  & Eli  Coleman, PhD. 

Enhance  your  expertise  with  the 
most  up-to-date  writings  published.  Con- 
tributors include:  Richard  Docter.  Henk 
Asscheman,  and  Louis  Gooran,  and 
others.  A wealth  of  current  information. 


#125 

$Jg95 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


#119 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


#139 

$24* 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


Transvestites  & 
Transsexuals: 

Toward  a Theory 
of  Cross-Gender  Behavior 

by  Dr.  Richard  F.  Docter 


10  years  of  original  re- 
search. Dr.  Richard  Docter  has 
produced  one  of  the  finest 
scholarly  works  on  the  subjects 
of  TV  & TS  ever  written.  Ev- 
ery community  member  should 
read  this. 


#428 

$399s 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


The 
Lenses 
of  Gender 


by  Sandra  Bern 


The  three  lenses  of  the  gen- 
der matrix:  androcentrism,  gender 
polarization,  and  biologic  essential- 
ism.  How  society  views  itself 
through  these  lenses  contructs  our 
contemporary  perception  of  gender 
and  gender  roles. 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


$ 


#153 

15 


00 
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Third  Sex, 
Third  Gender 


ST  H E 

P I II  I T 

FA  N I)  THE 

LESH 


The  Spirit 
& The  Flesh 


Gender 

Shock: 


Beyond  Sexual  Dimorphism  in 
Culture  and  History 

edited  by  Gilbert  Herdt 

This  publication  addresses  al- 
ternative constructions  of  gender, 
showing  how  societies  in  other  times 
and  places  have  included  space  for 
sexual  identities  diverging  from  our 
notion  of  what  is  ‘normal’. 


by  Walter  L.Williams 

Tribal  cultures  venerated  the 
American  Indian  Berdache.  This 
book  brings  together  a wealth  of  in- 
formation on  the  status  of  gender- 
variant  males  in  a wide  variety  of 
Native  American  societies. 


Exploding  the  Myths 
of  Male  and  Female 

by  Phyllis  Burke 

A book  everyone  should 
read:  Miss  Vera’s  Finishing  School 
for  Boys  who  Want  to  be  Girls;  the 
Drag  King  Workshop;  more  than 
two  kinds  of  bodies  (male  and  fe- 
male); the  five  sexes;  and  more. 


The 

Apartheid 
of  Sex 

by 

Martine  Aliana 
Rothblatt 


The  division  of  hu- 
manity into  two  sexes  is  the 
most  ridgidly  enforced  of 
all  stereotypes.  However 
scientific  and  legal  aware- 
ness are  mounting  that  our 
sexual  identities  are  as 
unique  as  our  personali- 
ties. 


\ 

% 

Ver 

SiT 

Transgender 

Nation 


Everyday  we  use  gender.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  common  ritu- 
als. Examining  the  trans-gendered 
in  contemporary  culture  forces  us 
to  question  our  ideas  of  gender 
and  where  these  ideas  originated. 
Puts  transsexual  ideology  in  a so- 
cial historical  context. 


#149 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


by 

Gordene 
Olga  Mackenzie 


#145 

$15°° 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


3 


1 996  IFGE  Publications  Catalogue 


Crossdresser 


. TJpj'Mm 


SSri 

(9ne-S 


Lv 


Bliss  of 

Becoming  One: 

Integrating  “Feminine”  Feelings 
into  the  Male  Psyche 


by  Rachel  Miller 

A heterosexual  CD  pens  positive, 
supportive  advice  for  CDs,  partners, 
friends,  family  and  society. 


#169 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


VISIT  IFGE’S 
ON-LINE  CATALOG 
FOR  NEW  ADDITIONS 

We're  constantly  adding 
new  books,  magazines, 
and  tapes  to  our  offerings. 

For  updates,  be  sure  to 
check  out  our  on-line 
catalog: 

HTTP:// 

WWW.TIAC.NET/ 

USERS/DBA/IFGE/ 

BOOKS.HTM 

Remember,  all  profits  help 
support  the 
TG  community. 


C UOSSDRFSSFKS 


Crossdressers 
& Those  Who 
Share  Their 
Lives 


Peggy  Rudd,  EdD. 


Co 


Indispensable  insights 
and  advice  for  CDs  and  their 
partners. 


#159 

$ X495 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


(]rd*dres5ing 


Tool*  *6  6‘rjlcv^c'** 
Tor  Partner  s 
fo  CcxrmlUcd 


Coping 

With 

Crossdressing 

by  JoAnn  Roberts 


(#111) 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


Wives, 

Partners 

& Others 


edited  by  Jan  and 
Diane  Dixon 


A collection  of  editori- 
als. articles,  and  letters  of  spe- 
cial interest  to  wives  and  sig- 
nificant others  of  crossdressers 
and  the  transgendered.  Edited 
from  the  pages  of  7'  TS Tapestry 
Journal. 


#16 


$ 


00 


10 


plus  $3.00  S&H 
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Crossdresser 


14 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


Men  In 

Dresses 


The  Man  in 
the  Red 
Velvet  Dress 


o 


Aspects  of 
Gender 


by  Lesley  Gordon 

Why  do  people  crossdress? 
Here’s  everything  you  always  wanted 
to  know  about  crossdressing  but  were 
afraid  to  consider!  A great  aid  for  the 
CD  and  the  ones  they  love.  An  IFGE 
Publication. 


#147 

$"i  /i  95 


Men 

In  Dresses 

A Study  of 
CDs  bv  a CD 


The  Man  in  the 
Red  Velvet  Dress 

Inside  the  World  of 

Crossdressing 


Dr.  Vernon  Coleman.  MB.  ChB.  DSc  J. ./.  Allen 


1 in  10  men  crossdresses, 
says  leading  British  Medical  author- 
ity and  CD.  “Brilliant.”  The  Good 
Book  Guide 

Delayed  Delivery 

#168 

$^l  ^95 


15 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


A CD  and  community  member  pre- 
sents insights  into  crossdressing, 
crossdressers  and  the  gender  com- 
munity. Highly  personal  and  con- 
troversial. 

Delayed  Delivery 

#174 
^1  95 


21 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


Transformations: 

Crossdressers  & 

Those  Who 
Love  Them 


by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 

The  first  book  to  focus  on 
daily  life,  relationships,  children 
and  friends.  Particularly  helpful  as 
an  introduction  to  the  subject  of 
crossdressing  to  family  members. 


#32 


$ 


95 


19 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


translated  by  Michael  A. 
Lombardi-Nash,  Ph.D.,  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  in  the 
field  and  is  a ‘must  have’  for 
any  library. 


FRANSFOR  MAHONS 

Transvestites 

rnmiPk 

HANolt 

by  Magnus  Hirschfield,  M.D. 

mm 

wsmcwiiia»*» 

This  famous  1910  study 

on  the  erotic  drive  to  crossdress,  L 

#49 

$4395 

plus  $3.00  S&H 
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Gender 

Outlaw 


On  Men,  Women 
& the  Rest  of  Us. 

by  Kate  Bornstein 

Ms.  Bomstein’s  lucid  gift  of  humor 
and  confrontation  redefines  gender 
in  our  society.  Her  observations  on 
gender  in  gay  and  straight  culture 
provide  a fresh  perspective  on  the 
fluidity  of  gender  definition. 


#143 
^00 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


Subscription  To 
Transgender  Tapestry 

(USA,  Puerto  Rico  $40.00) 

( Priority  Mail  $55.00) 

(Canada,  Mexico,  Overseas; 
Surface  $55.00) 

(Overseas  Airmail;  $65.00) 
Includes  4 consecutive  issues  of 
Transgender  Tapestry  and  a 
personal  listing  for  the  duration 
of  the  subscription. 


2 Year  Subscription 

(USA,  Puerto  Rico  $72.00 
Bulk  Mail  Only) 

This  discounted  rate  (only  $9  per 
issue)  includes  a subscription  or 
renewal  to  Transgender  Tapestry 
and  a personal  listing  for  the  du- 
ration of  the  subscription.  ( for  a 
limited  time,  a “Love  Sees  No 
Gender”  T-Shirt  will  be  given  for 
each  2 year  subscription). 


The 

Other  Side 


by  Nan  Goldin 

“This  book  is  about  beauty. 
And  about  my  love  for  my  friends.” 
Thus  begins  Ms.  Goldin’s  photo- 
graphic study  of  two  decades  in  the 
lives  of  her  TV/TS  acquaintances. 
Stark,  sensual,  and  honest,  this 
tabletop  style  book  captures  those 
living  on  the  edge  of  gender  defini- 
tion. 

#137 

$^^00 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


Vested  Interests 


page  ex- 
of  the  nature 
and  significance  of 
crossdressing  and  of  our 
fascination  with  it. 


Vested 

Interests 


Crossdressing 
& Cultural 
Anxiety 


#135 

$2o»» 


by  Majorie  Garber 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


From 
Masculine 
To  Feminine 
& All  Points 
In  Between 

by  Jennifer  Anne  Stevens 


Guide  for  any  TV, 
CD,  TS,  SO,  helping 
professional.  Terms, 
wardrobe,  make-up,  body 
language,  voice,  hormones, 
cueing,  significant  others, 
living  full  time,  the 
operation,  growth,  and 
more. 


#37 


plus  $3.00  S&H 
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Transsexual 


A Question  of  Gender 


A Reseerched  ux* 
Mo  The  Myths  & 
HeaHJte  Overtones 
& TrwMffluaHv 


Kim  Blzabeth  Stuart 


14 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


The  Uninvited 
Dilemma: 

A Question  of 
Gender 

by  Kim  E.  Stuart 

Stuart  presents  with  compas- 
sion the  condition  and  feelings  of 
transsexuals  with  current  and 
accurate  information.  A humanistic 
approach  to  this  complex  issue. 
Valuable  to  transsexuals  and  their 
significant  others. 

#113 

$^i  /i  95 


Feelings 

by  Stephanie  Castle 

One  transsexual's  explana- 
tion of  a baffling  condition.  The 
Canadian  author,  twice  married 
when  male,  details  her  transition 
and  research  for  the  benefit  of  oth- 
ers whose  lives  are  touched  by  this 
phenomenon. 


#124 

$^i  f\95 


19 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


ransition  to 
Completion: 

The  TS  Journey 

Lynn  and  Jerry  Montgomery 

A comprehensive  handbook  for  all 
TS  individuals  and  from 
coming  out  to  life  post-op. 


#162 

$-■  ^oo 


15 


plus  $2.50  S&H 


Transsexualism 


A collection  of  editorials,  articles, 


Legal  Aspects  of 
Transsexualism 


by  Sr.  Mary  Elizabeth, SSE 


Primary  reference  concerning  legal  is- 
sues and  precedents.  Limited  supply  of  this 
reprint  available. 


#36 


$ 


00 


plus  $2.00  S&H 
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Transsexual 


. Iinth-nyuig  prriat 

Medical, 

Legal  & 

Workplace  Issues 


by 

Sheila  Kirk,  M.D. 

& 


Uartinc  R'tihhlatt,  J.D. 


Medical,  Legal 
and 

Workplace 
Issues  for  the 
Transsexual 


FEMINIZING 
HORMONAL 
THERAPY 

for 
the 


Feminizing 
Hormonal 
Therapy 
for  the 

Transgendered 


Masculinizing 
Hormonal 
Therapy 
for  the 

Transgendered 


Sheila  Kirk,  MD  and 
Martine  Aliana  Rothhlatt,  JD 

The  latest,  legal,  medical  & surgical  pro- 
cedures for  the  M2F  & F2M  beginning, 
engaged  in  or  completing  the  transitioning 
process.  Recommended  for  health  care 
professionals,  legal  advisors  & employers. 

148  pages 

$Jg95 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


Sheila  Kirk,  MD 

Expanded  & updated...  the  most  highly 
read  & recommended  book  on  safe,  effec- 
tive contragendered  hormonal  therapy; 
hormonal  regimens;  features  natural  hor- 
mones, measurement/self  exam  guidelines 
& commonly  asked  questions. 

78  pages  #170 

$j495 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


Sheila  Kirk,  MD 

Revised,  expanded  & updated  with  the  lat- 
est information  on  "masculinizing"  hor- 
monal therapy  and  on  safe,  effective  regi- 
mens; realistic  expectations  and  possible 
complications.  Based  on  world  wide  medi- 
cal research.  A must  for  all  F2Ms.  60  Pages 

#171 

$4495 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


QEE23 

1 he  Employer’s  Guide 
to  Gender  Transition 


by  Dana  Cole 

The 

Employer’s 
Guide  To 
Gender 
Transition 


For  all  business 
leaders  and  upper-level 
management  personnel 
dealing  with  a trans- 
sexual in  transition  in  the 
workplace.  The  author 
lends  her  expertise  as  an 
educator  to  explain  this 
pertinent  information. 

#18 

$1Q95 

plus  $2.00  S&H 


PRIVATE 

QUESTIONS 


Transsexuals 

Candid  Answers 
to  Private  Questions 


Gerald  Ramsey,  Ph.  D 


“A  very  important 
source  of  information  for 
TS  and  those  with  whom 
they  live,  work  and  so- 


#175 

*24” 

plus  $3.00  S&H 
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Kim: 

A True 
Story 

Kim  Harlow  & Bettina  Rheims 

Stunningly  beautiful  photos  of  Kim 
highlight  the  story  of  her  personal 
transformation. 


The  Dual 
Alliance 

(TG  Fiction) 

Stephanie  Castle 

A CD  and  TS  struggle  with  self- 
acceptance. coming  out  and  family 
issues 


Counseling  in 
Genderland: 

Working  with  the 
Transgendered  Client 

Niela  Miller,  MS,  LCSW,  LMHC 

A definitive  introduction  to 
counseling  the  transgendered 
person,  whether  CD,  TS  or 
anywhere  between. 


#172  #173  #166 

20  00  $ 11  95  $ 29  95 

plus  $3.00  S&H  plus  $3.00  S&H  plus  $3.00  S&H 


Monsieur 
D’Eon  is  a 
Woman: 

A Tale  of 
Sexual  Masquerade 

Gary  Kates, 

Ph.D. 


Biography  of  the  spy, 
ambassador,  Christian 
mystic,  crossdresser  and 
transgenderist  whose 
anatomical  gender  was 
revealed  only  by  death. 


plus  S3.00  S&H 

#158  Hard  Cover.. $25.00 


NEW 

EVES 


New  Eves: 

Science  Fiction 

About  the 
Extraordainary 
Women  of  Today 
and  Tomorrow 


Edited  by  Jean  Marie  Stine, 
J.  Frank,  F.  J.  Ackerman  30 
+ sci-fi  stories  from  1918- 
1995-including  M2F  and 
F2M.  CD.  TS  etc.  by  Ursula 
FeGuin,  Marion  Zimmer 
Bradley.  Anne  McCaffrey. 


#176 

plus  $3.00  S&H 
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F2M  Library 

Cross  Dresser  ^ V 


life 


# 

w 


BLENDING 


Confronting  the  Limits  of  Duality 


Information 
For  The 
Female  To  Male 
Crossdresser  & 
Transsexual 


by  Louis  Sullivan 

Addresses  the  unique  issues 
and  needs  of  the  F2M.  Includes  pass- 
ing tips,  information  on  hormones, 


Stone  Butch 
Blues 


Gender 

Blending 


a novel  by  Leslie  Feinberg 

Woman  or  Man?That's  the 
question  that  rages  around  Jess, 
clouding  her  life  and  her  identity. 
This  tale  of  Jess  learning  to  accept 
the  complexities  of  being  a 
transgendered  person  in  a world  de- 
manding simple  explanations  is  in- 
sightful. 


#151 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


Confronting  the 
Limits  of  Duality 

by  Holly  Devor,  Ph  D. 

A major  contribution  to  the 
understanding  of  gender.  Working 
with  a small  group  of  females  who 
were  frequently  mistaken  for  men  the 
social  construction  of  gender  and  its 


SACRED  m 

country  Sacred 
.-  Country 

by  Rose  Tremain 


F2M  Novel.  “Skilled,  intelli- 
gent, a sheer  delight,  storytelling  at 
its  best.”  The  Washington  Post. 

#179 


$ 


00 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


S/HE 


by  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt 

What  do  gestures  of  masculinity  and 
feminity  have  to  do  with  being  a man  or  a 
woman?  This  intimate  search  by  a partner 
of  a transgender  is  powerful  in  its  awe  of 
human  potential. 

#156 

$105 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


From  Female 
To  Male 

The  Life  of 
Jack  Bee  Garland 

The  fascinating  story  of  a brave 
and  compassionate  soul,  a pioneer  ex- 
plorer who  ventured  across  gender 
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IFGE  Audio 


Transsexual 

Life 

(audio) 

Read  by  Nancy  Nangeroni 

What  causes  TS,  how  to  get  therapy, 
hormones,  living  full-time  as  a 
woman,  SRS  and  beyond  (from  the 
pages  of  Trans gender /Tapestry)\ 


Masculinity, 
Femininity  and 

Crossdressing 

(audio) 

Read  by  Alison  Laing 

Everything  the  CD  needs  to  know: 
the  blessings  of  CD,  coming  out  to 
spouses,  passing  tips  & much  much 
more  (from  the  pages  of 
Transgender /Tapestry). 


Feminizing 
Your  Voice: 

How  to  Talk 
Like  a Woman 

(audio) 

A compendium  of  tips,  tricks  and 
practical  instruction  for  every  M2F 


GenderTalk: 

Episodes  of 
Nancy  Nangeroni’s 
hit  talk  show. 

Running  time:  60  minutes 

Vol.  #1  (audio) 

“Transgender”- 

2 episodes  of  Nancy 
Nangeroni’s  hit  talk  show 
with  Minne  Bruce  Pratt, 
Leslie  feinberg  and  Kate 
Bornstein 


Vol.  #2  (audio) 


“Crossdressing” 

2 episodes  of  Nancy’s 
hit  talk  show 


(#  221)  $9.95 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


Vol.  #3  (audio) 

“Intersexuality” 

2 episodes  of  Nancy 
Nangeroni’s  hit  talk  show 
with  Cheryl  Chase  & Dr. 
Anne  Fausto-Sterling. 


HORMONAL 
TREATMENT 
FOR  THE 
TRANSSEXUAL 


Hormonal 
Treatment 
For  The 
Transsexual 


(#  220)  $9.95 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


(#222)  $9.95 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


by  Dr.  Sheila  Kirk 


An  overview  for  the 
professional.  In-depth 
infonnation  about  appropriate 
evaluation  and  monitoring  of 
both  the  male-to-female  and 
female-to-male  patients. 
Medications  and  regimens, 
Bibliography,  audiocasette,  70 
min. 


#217 

$ J^C^95 

plus  $3.00  S&H 
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Video  Library 

I _ _<rrf  Hollywood 


Hollywood 

"^SrMakeu  p Secrets 


The 

Operation 

(video) 

Delayed  Delivery 

Tape  version  of  famed  SRS 
surgeon  Eugene  Schrang’s  slide  pre- 
sentation on  the  “sex  change”  op- 
eration. 

#160 

rv>5 


(video) 

Jim  Bridges 

The  makeup  artist  for  Pent- 
house and  Dynasty  tells  M2F  TGs 
how  to  use  cosmetics  to  feminize  the 
male  face. 

#201 
^95 


1 1 
GEAT^ERlOl 

II 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


Gender 

101 


39 

plus  $3.00  S&H  ^ Ar 


Bridges 
to  Beauty 

(video) 

Jim  Bridges 

Considered  one  of  the  best 
makeup  videos  for  M2Fs  ever  made. 
Includes  accessories  as  well.  By  the 
man  who  makes  CDs.  TSs,  and  DQs 
look  so  fabulous! 

#202 


36 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


An  Introduction  to  the  Nature 
of  theTransgendered;  a video  pro- 
duced by  IFGE.  TV/TS/TG/SO? 
Through  the  shared  experiences  of 
some  of  the  leaders  in  the  gender 
community,  the  viewer  gains  under- 
standing  of  the  spirit  of  the 
transgendered. 

1 VHS  videocassette  40 
minutes. 

#150 

$^£\95 


29 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


What  Sex  Am  I ? 

Directed  by  Lee  Grant 

This  film  explores  all  aspects  of 
gender  identity:  male-to-female  and  a fe- 
male-to-male  transsexual  and  cross- 
dressing. VHS  videocassette. 


Metamorphosis: 
Man  Into  Woman 


A documentary  following  Gary 
through  a two  year  transition  into  Gaby.  Fea- 
tured on  PBS.  58  min.  VHS  videocassette. 


#102 


95 

plus  $3.00  S&H 
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Video  Library 

. V,  JIA'IO  AT  A S A«TA  V3NICA  COUICi  CiMJ 


wtl  A lITIIi  UUOIMTAMCin 


Ol  |<3ffl{  TbflfflB 
Ncltf  $t»lojlti 


UNDER  IDENTITY: 


VARIATIONS  OF  EXPRESSION 


Girl  Talk 

“Melanie  Speaks” 

On  Developing  a 
Female  Voice 

Delayed  Delivery 

by  Melanie  Ann  Phillips 

This  program  provides  you 
with  all  the  steps  needed  to  find  your 
female  voice. A valuable  tool  for  im- 
proving and  conditioning  your  new- 
found voice.  1 VHS  videocassette  40 
minutes. 


Gender 

Identity 

Variations  of 
Expression 

Thorough  explanation  of 
transgenderism,  filmed  in  a college 
classroom.  Noted  sexologist.  Dr. 
Jayne  Thomas,  herself  a transsexual, 
and  Professor  Toby  Green  are  joined 
by  5 “living  experts”  who  have  and 
are  dealing  with  this  real  life  adjust- 
ment problem. 


Husbands 
& Wives, 
Best  Friends 
& Lovers 

Face-to-face  discussions  with 
crossdressers  and  their  wives  & 
partners  as  they  explain  how  they 
deal  with  crossdressing  in  their  re- 
lationships. 1 VHS  videocassete, 
83  minutes,  produced  by  Donna 
Mobley. 


#148 

$2495 


#203 


#101 


95 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


What  Is  Femininity? 

by  Alison  Laing 

(#106) 

$30.00 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


Speaking  As  a Woman 

by  Alison  Laing 

(#103) 

$30.00 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


Ladylike  Deportment: 

by  Paula  Jordan  Sinclair 

(#105) 

$30.00 

plus  $3.00  S&H 

Coping  With  Crossdressing 

by  Jo  Anne  Roberts 

One  of  the  best  introductory  videos  for  CDs 
and  their  loved  ones 

(#204) 

$30.00 


plus  $3.00  S&H 
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Crossdressing 

Crossdressin?  ‘Life  3 


Crossdressing 
With  6 
Dignity 

The  Cdie  lot  Twuim.  ending 

Gender  Lines 


Crossdressing 
with  Dignity: 

The  Case  for  Transcending 
Gender  Lines 

by  Peggy  J.  Rudd,  Ed.D 


Life  with 
Vanessa: 

Straight  Talk  On 
Integrating  TG 
into  a Loving, 
Positive  Relationship. 


MY 

HUSBAND 

WEARS 

MY 

CLOTHES 


1* 


My  Husband 
Wears 
My  Clothes 

by  Peggy  Rudd 


“Can  a man  transcend 
gender  lines  and  maintain  self- 
worth  and  dignity?”  800  CDs 
surveyed  by  the  author  of  My 
Husband  Wears  My  Clothes. 
Addresses  conflicts  and  provides 
solutions. 


#42 


$ 


95 


12 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


Vanessa  and  Linda  Kay 

The  title  says  it  all.  The  community’s 
newest  bestseller.  A must  for  all  TG 
people  and  their  partners. 


“Clothes  don't  make  the  man,” 
has  never  had  greater  meaning.  Dr. 
Rudd,  wife  of  a CD,  writes  with 
emotion.  Her  credibility  comes  from 
her  educational  background. 


#163 


plus  $2.50  S&H 


#31 

$-|  ^100 

plus  $3.00  S&H 


How  to  be  a 
Woman 
Though  Male 


The  Transvestite 
and  His  Wife 


Understanding 

Crossdressing 

by  Virginia  Prince 


by  Virginia  Prince 

A guide  to  aid  the  novice 
male  in  dealing  with  the  basics  of 
crossdressing. 


#23 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


by  Virginia  Prince 


All  the  problems  and  pleasures  of 
transvestism  discussed  in  detail  - as  they 
affect  the  marital  relationship. 


#21 


$ 


00 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


Dr.  Prince  explains  crossdressing. 
Her  years  of  experience  and  her  vast 
knowledge  is  important  to  us  all.  She  is  a 
pioneer  still  contributing  and  participat- 


ing. 


#22 


$ 


00 


plus  $3.00  S&H 
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CDS  Publications 


Art  & Illusion  Vol.  I 

Face  & Hair 
(#02b)$l 5. 00 
plus  $3.00  S&H 

Art  & Illusion  Vol.  2. 

Fashion  & Style 
(#040)  $15.00 
plus  $3.00  S&H 

Art  & Illusion: 

Basic  Makeup  Video 
(#136)  $30.00 
plus  $3.00  S&H 

Art  & Illusion: 

Tricks  & Tips  Video 
(#104)  $30.00 
plus  $3.00  S&H 

by 

JoAnn  Roberts 


Transsexual  Survival 
Guide  1 

To  Transition  & Beyond 
JoAnn  Altman  Stringer 

(#041)  $15.00 

plus  $2.50  S&H 

Transsexual  Survival 
Guide  2 

For  Family,  Friends  & Employers 
b\  JoAnn  Altman  Stringer 

(#117)  $10.00 

plus  $2.50  S&H 

Speaking  as  a Woman 
by  Alison  Liang 

(#029)  $10.00 

plus  S2.50S&H 

ID  Management 
for  the 
Transsexual 
Dallas  Denny 
(#154)  $15.00 

plus  $2.50  S&H 


LadyLike: 

For 

Classy 

Crossdressers 

A Tasteful  pictorial  magazine  with 
fascinating  interviews  and  columns. 


per  issue 

#178 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


Pins  Pins  Pins 


IFGE 

Membership 

Become  part  of  a growing  group  of 
people  who  are  standing  up  for  what 
they  believe  in.  Join  IFGE  today. 
Please  inquire  on  the  various  levels 
of  privileges  and  recognition. 

Basic  Membership  $25.00 
Supporting  Membership  $100.00 
Benefactor  $500.00 
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Order  Now! 


w 

W ,J| 


Geraldine 

(Just  Like  A Woman) 


A True  Story 

by  Monica  Jay 


The  touching  true  romance  that  inspired  Just  Like  A Woman, 
considered  the  “greatest  CD  film  of  all  time.” 

#027 

*1595 


plus  $3.00  S&H 


Mailing  Information  & Order  Form 

Name: 

Todp 

PrnHiirt  Titles 

Prirp 

Address 

Zip+4 

Member  Type  (if  applicable) 

2 Basic  | 1 Supporting  | [ Benefactor  | | Life 

Discounts  DO  NOT  apply  to  Shipping  & Handling 

or  Magazine  Subscription 

Please  allow  6 to  8 weeks  for  delivery 

(IFGE  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  backorders  because  of  suppy  & demand ) 

Make  checks  and/or  money  orders  payable  to: 
IFGE,  P.O.  Box  229,  Waltham,  M A 02254-0229 

Visa/MasterCard  Only  # 

Subtotal: 
Membership  Discount 
Shipping  & Handling 
M A Residents  Sales  Tax 

Signature 

ITlil  AXV  C5 1 U Vll  lO  / IZ  CZ  M IVcJ  M. 

Total  Enclosed  (U.S.  Funds) 

International  orders  subject  to  additional  shipping  determined  by  coun- 

I Exp.  Date  (6%  donation  will  be  added  for  all  Visa^lasterCard  orders)  & Zoneu&  P°Stage  daSS  SeleCted  (SurfaCe  VS  air)’  PriceS  SubjeCt  ,0  I 

^ change  without  notice.  f 
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in  environmental  groups,  local  his- 
torical preservations.  Semiretired. 
Can  travel  at  will. 

SARAH  C.  JAMES 
(AL-P-M4764-K 10766-82) 

DWM,  early  50s  (feel  much 
younger!),  5'8",  140,  teacher,  au- 
thor. Coastal  Alabama.  Love  party- 
ing, all  kinds  of  dancing  (especially 
being  led),  reading,  movies,  travel, 
dressing  nicely,  meeting  new 
people,  having  new  adventures,  re- 
ceiving and  answering  letters.  Love 
being  a woman.  I answer  all  letters. 


MICHELLE  KAUFMAN 
(FL-P-M5723-K1 2668-8 1 ) 

M bi-TV,  30s,  5'11",  150,  size  12, 
drink,  smoke,  party.  Seeking  local 
friends  with  similar  interests  and 
correspondence  with  all  interested 
in  bi-TV  life-style.  Don't  be  shy! 


MICHELLE  SHARP 
(FL-P-M5756-K 12724-81) 

SWM  bi,  50,  CD  since  childhood. 
Honest,  discreet,  playful  adventur- 
ess. Adore  femininity.  Interested  in 
music  SCUBA,  plants,  friends,  con- 
versation and  laughter.  Wish  to 
meet,  converse  and/or  correspond 
withTV/TS,  men  or  women  with  in- 
quisitive minds  and  playful  spirits. 


ALABAMA 

(350-369) 


HOLLY  GRANT 
(AL-P-M5952-K3305-83) 

Late  40s,  Tri-Ess,  wife  recently 
learned  and  is  struggling  with  it, 
people  watcher  (they're  a giggle). 
No  television  so  plenty  of  time  to 
write.  Love  to  get  mail  from  all  types 
and  from  all  over.  What's  on  your 
mind? 


JOANNA  NOELLE 
(AL-P-M6164-K8967-80) 

DWM,  bi-CD.  50+,  5'  1 1",  170.  Been 
dressing  forever,  recently  out.  Gulf 
Coast,  Alabama.  Hobbies:  music, 
reading,  and,  of  course,  dressing. 
Very  discreet.  Wish  to  find  cute, 
playful  TV/TS  for  fun  and  men  or 
women  for  dates. 


PAULA  R. 

(AL-P-M2820-K4698-80) 

Member  of  Montgomery  Institute, 
NOW,  LWV,  ACLU.  Attended 
Southern  Comfort  '91,  2,  3.  DWM, 
61,  5'10",  174,  TG-TS?  Interested 
in  boats,  cooking,  theater,  music, 
collectibles,  Civil  War  buff,  active 


TENNESSEE 

(370-384) 


JAMIE  CORNETT 
(TN-P-M2335-K3037-80) 

Sbi-CD,  5'11",  145.  Love  being  a 
redhead  & en  femme.  Understand- 
ing and  open-minded.  Will  answer 
all.  Request  photo. 


MARILYN  M. 

(TN-P-M5 1 60-K 1 1 336-80) 

I would  rather  be  a mender  than  a 
hinder.  (Sweet  TS) 

I would  cook  a fine  dinner  not  a cin- 
der. ( 5'1 1"-170) 

I am  one  of  the  most  tender  being  a 
bender,  (brn/grn) 

My  style,  I easily  render  as  a blender. 

(happy  lady) 

There  is  no  finer  splendor  than  trans- 
gender.  (Hi  Vais) 


TONI  ALEXANDRA  EVOLA 
(TN-P-M6102-K6 120-83) 

Pre-op  M2F  TS,  25,  5'9",  135, 
brown/brown.  Mbr  IFGE.  Degreed 
professional,  working  in  the  health 
care  industry.  Interests  include  the 
arts,  travel,  fashion,  culture,  and 
writing.  Seeking  long-term  relation- 
ship with  pre-/post-opTS  possess- 


ing qualities.  Request  photo  and 
letter. 


JULIE  O. 

(TN-P-M6 1 6 1 -K 1 065 1-80) 
18-year-old  way  pre-op  TS.  Enjoy 
being  out  and  about  as  groovy  chic. 
Interests  include  movie  special  ef- 
fects and  playing  saxophone. 
Would  love  correspondence  with 
otherTV/TSs.  Nice  to  know  I'm  not 
the  only  weirdo  on  earth.  Farewell. 


LORAM. 

(TN-P-M6 1 62-K3579-80) 

CD,  TG,  40,  blond,  green  eyes,  6'. 
Enjoy  everything  feminine,  hair, 
makeup,  clothes,  lingerie,  dining 
out,  movies,  going  out  and  having 
fun.  I would  like  to  meet  women, 
CDs,  TSs  and  men  in  my  area  for 
friendship.  No  nude  photos,  please. 


MISSISSIPPI 

(386-396) 


SISSY  S. 

(MS-P-M3443-K7091-83) 

Mbr  ofTri-Ess,  Beta  Chi.  5' 11",  190, 
SWM,  hetero,  41.  Like  being  a 
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woman  & meeting  women  & CDs  in 
MS.  Love  going  to  restaurants,  mov- 
ies, & shopping  as  Sissy.  Seek  sup- 
portive females  for  friendship/rela- 
tionship. I enjoy  being  a girl,  don't 
you? 


MELANIE  CUEVAS 
(MS-P-M4218-K7363-83) 

6'4”,  205,  MWM,  hetero  CD.  Inter- 
ests: playing  guitar,  shopping,  read- 
ing. Wife  supportive  at  home;  still 
in  closet,  passable.  Quiet  and  sin- 
cere. Would  love  to  correspond  and 
possibly  meet  others  in  MS.  Please 
send  picture.  Will  answer  all. 


KENTUCKY 

(403-427) 


JUKUER. 

(KY-M 1 992-K2494-80) 
Love  to  hear  from  all. 


LINDA  BUTEN 
(KY-P-M2001-K0965-99) 

Mbr  Crossport,  IFGE  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. Participant  Be  All,  Coming 
Together.  MWM  TV,  6',  180.  Been 
in  public  for  years,  & understand 
self  & others  well.  Wife  & children 
know,  understand  & love  Linda  as 
an  extension  of  my  personality.  En- 
joy dating  tall,  well-mannered 
gentlemen  who  know  how  to  treat 
a lady  to  the  finer  things  in  life. 


MARY  ANNE  WILLIAMS 
(K  Y-P-M  5525-K121 97-84) 

Late  40s.  Only  recently  began  giv- 
ing in  to  my  female  feelings.  Oh, 
such  sweet  surrender!  Wonderful, 
supportive  wife.  Desperately  want 
to  pass.  Much  to  learn.  Would  like 
to  get  to  know  other  KY  girls.  In- 
terests: acting,  transcendental  medi- 
tation, rock  'n'  roll. 


CINDY  LEE 

(KY-P-M5674-K 12524-8 1 ) 

Mbr  StLGS.  Attended  Be  All  '96. 
MWM,  6',  155.  Love  being  Cindy, 
and  all  things  feminine.  Enjoy  cor- 
responding with  other  CD/TV/TSs. 

RACHEL  MARIET. 

(KY-M6063-K 132 18-83) 

MWM  CD,  mid-50s.  Recent  wid- 
ower, CD  as  long  as  I can  remem- 
ber. Would  like  to  join  a TG  com- 
munity. Maybe  I can  help  in  some 
way. 


OHIO 

(434-457) 


FRANS. 

(OH-M0848-K 1016-83) 

Retired,  living  in  small  town. 
Interested  in  senior  citizens  pre-op 
or  post-op.  Willing  to  help  novice. 
On  hormones  and  coming  out  of  the 
closet. 
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MICHELLE  RICHARDS 
(S-OH-P-M0954-K 1 005-81 ) 

Mbr  Paradise,  Cross-Port,  Alpha 
Omega,  Tri-Ess,  Sigma  Epsilon,  Em- 
pathy, FIL,  Serenity,  & Tiffany.  Het- 
ero crossdresser,  5'9",  170,  edu- 
cated, friendly.  Married  20  years  to 
an  A wife.  An  original  organizer  of 
Paradise.  I enjoy  crossdressing,  hi- 
heels,  girl  talk,  & picture-taking  ses- 
sions. Need  help  on  feminine  voice. 
Started  dressing  at  seven.  Now  in 
late  40s. 


SUSAN  KNIGHT 
(N  OH-P-M2053-K2450-80) 
Divorced,  hetero  CD,  6',  185.  Mbr 
Tri-Ess,  Alpha  Omega.  Enjoy  fish- 
ing, camping,  St  old  movies.  Dress 
anytime  I can,  absolutely  love  it. 
Still  in  closet,  but  dress  with  sisters 
who  live  close  by.  If  you  live  in  the 
Huron/Erie  County  area  8t  feel  alone 
& frustrated,  maybe  I can  help.  Dis- 
creet. 


RHONDA  MILLER 
(OH-P-M21 50-K2546-82) 

Live  in  NW  Ohio.  Mbr  Glass  City 
Sisters,  Toledo;  Alpha  Omega,  Tri- 
Ess.  Married  CD  to  supportive  wife. 
58,  5'7",  176.  Attended  Riverside 


'94/5.  Pass  easily.  Go  en  femme. 
Doing  things  other  women  do.  Will 
answer  all.  Honest  and  sincere.  Of- 
fer support  and  fellowship. 


DIANE  M. 

(OH-P-M22 1 2-K2660-8 1 ) 

SWM,  41,  tall,  thin,  shy,  heteroTV 
with  very  strong  TS  tendencies. 
Love  everything  about  being  a 
woman.  Would  like  to  correspond 
with  other  TSs,  pre-  or  post-op,  and 
genetic  females  for  help  with  my 
femininity. 


LAURA  A.  SIMS 
(OH-P-M3956-K6882-82) 

DWM,  mbr  Cincinnati  CrossPort, 
Atlanta  Sigma  Epsilon.  Active  in 
local  theater  arts  in  administrative 
capacity.  Hobbies  are  aviation,  or- 
nithology and,  of  course,  CD.  Like 
girl  talk,  organized  activities  and 
dining  out.  Enjoy  corresponding 
with  other  girls  and  will  reply. 
PROMISE! 

DANIEL  G. 

(OH-M4310-K9245-80) 

Age  33,  looking  for  friends  in  the 
Akron,  Canton  or  Cleveland  area 
with  same  interests.  Mbr  Paradise 
Club.  Sure  could  use  some  friends! 
Thanks! 

KAREN  S. 

(OH-M5873-K2386-82) 

MWM,  curious,  shy,  a bit  scared. 
Would  like  to  correspond  with  oth- 
ers who  have  supportive  wives.  I 
still  live  in  secrecy.  I will  return  all 
photos  sent,  and  try  to  reply  to  all 
correspondence.  Looking  for 
friendship  first. 
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DENISE  DAWSON 
(OH-P-M4746-K8 1 30-86) 

Mbr  paradise  Club,  attended  dozens 
of  conventions.  Miss  Femininity  '93. 
single  CD  39,  5'7",  132.  Very  passable 
8c  love  fooling  general  public,  al- 
though sometimes  chicken.  Interested 
in  getting  together  with  other  very 
passable  CD/TSs  & GGs  for  good  times. 
Your  photo  gets  mine.  Understanding 
GG  desired  for  quality  relationship. 


DENISE  DAVIDSON 
(OH-P-M4984-K9444-83) 

West  side  of  Cleveland.  Mbr  Paradise 
Club  and  IME  of  southwestern  MI. 
Enjoy  going  out  on  Saturday  nights, 
shopping  and  going  to  movies.  When 
not  fully  dressed,  I'm  half-dressed 
with  makeup  in  an  androgynist  style. 
Married,  but  living  alone. 


KATHY  GREY 
(OH-P-M5044-K6767-80) 

New  mbr  Crossport.  MWM,  CD/TV, 
49, 6',  170, 14/16  (38-30-38)  black  hair, 
brown  eyes.  Wife  doesn't  know.  Wish 
to  correspond  with  all.  Interested  in 
all  things  feminine.  Must  be  discreet. 
Want  friends  to  share  & learn  makeup, 
dress,  poise,  voice.  Want  to  dress  with 
girls.  Love  lingerie.  Working  on 
photo. 


ALICIA  K. 

(OH-P-M5626-K 12399-80) 
Interested  in  all  things  feminine.  Get 
out  any  time  I can.  Working  on 
voice,  poise  and  makeup.  Attended 
Holiday  En  Femme  in  Chicago,  '96. 
Must  be  discreet.  Active  member  of 
Tri-Ess  and  Paradise  Club. 


JILL  AMBROSE 
(OH-P-M5627-K7653-85) 

Mbr  Crossport.  Hetero,  married  CD. 
Out  of  closet  at  Be  All  '95.  Flew  en 
femme  to  '96  Texas  T Party.  At- 
tended '96  Holiday  En  Femme. 
Travel  en  femme  frequently.  Love 
to  meet  other  TGs.  Interests  include 
country  8c  western  music,  photog- 
raphy 8c  railroads. 


INDIANA 

(463-479( 


YVONNE  COOK-RILEY 
(IN-P-M1 009-K 1 8 1 8-99) 

IFGE  Board  of  Directors,  Chr.  Fi- 
nance Committee.  Lifetime  Mbr 
IXE.  IFGE  Trinity  Award  '91. 
Friendly,  sincere  individual  who 
enjoys  people  involved  in  gender 
issues. 


VANESSA  W. 

(IN-P-M1 166-K1046-81) 

MWM  CD,  35-year-old.  Attend 
many  events  around  the  country. 
Very  supportive  wife.  Been  out  for 
many  years  and  enjoy  totally  femi- 
nine experience.  Enjoy  shopping, 
modeling,  socializing.  Looking  for 
like-minded  couples  8c  select  singles 
to  meet  8c  walk  on  the  edge  with. 
Photo  and  letter  gets  reply. 

EDIES. 

(IN-M3329-K6627-82) 

Mbr  IXE,  WM  CD,  gemini.  Just 
coming  out,  easy  going,  very  sin- 
cere individual  who  enjoys  all 
people  involved  in  gender  issues. 
Power  walker.  Body  fitness  8c 
excersise  are  my  lifestyle.  Many 
hobbies,  gourmet  cooking,  bird 
watcher,  beer  maker.  Love  all  kinds 
of  music.  Write  me  soon. 

TEDDY  K. 

(IN-M3805-K8287-80) 

MWM,  non-supportive  wife,  ma- 
ture, advanced  CD.  Mbr  Tri-Ess,  IXE 
8c  CIGA.  Interested  in  writing,  mu- 
sic, history,  bicycling  8c  tennis.  Lov- 
ing, enthusiastic  8c  committed,  but 
also  prudent.  Eager  to  help  others 
in  our  lovely  community.  Will  an- 
swer all  letters.  Photo  if  possible. 


MICHIGAN 

(480-499) 


MILESA  PHAR 
(MI-P-M0976-K 1068-83) 
Transgender  supporter  of  Be  All,  1 2 
years.  Photography,  motorcycle 
hobby,  college  lecturer.  Crossroads 
past  officer. 


JENNIFER  ANN  NELSON 
(SE  MI-P-M1 1 6 5-K 1050-81) 

5' 11",  170,  reddish  brown  hair, 
blue  eyes,  TS.  What  a beautiful  ex- 
ploration this  has  been.  Though  I 
cannot  be  Jennifer  all  the  time, 
those  times  that  I am  are  special  and 
have  taught  me  to  move  in  this 
world  accepted  as  a woman. 


MARCIA  ANNT. 

(MI-P-M 1 87 1 -K2 1 73-83) 

Mbr  IFGE,  Cross  Roads  of  MI,  Tri- 
Ess.  Mature  lady  passing  in  public 
for  over  50  years.  Dependable  cor- 
respondent. Pleased  to  share  my 
experiences  and  advice  with  all  who 
wish  help.  Reside  in  tri-city  area  and 
south  Florida. 


MARCIA  K. 

(S  MI-P-M27 1 9-K4382-80) 

MWM,  hetero  CD,  6'2",  218,  42, 
frosted  or  red  hair,  triple  pierced 
ears.  Enjoy  golf,  boating,  travel  8c 
having  a good  time.  Love  pierced  ear- 
rings, shoes  8c  good  looking  clothes. 
Just  started  going  out.  Like  to  hear 
from  other  sisters,  especially  those 
in  the  MI  area  to  meet  8c  go  out. 
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DIANE  REED 
(MI-M3740-K8200-85) 

Some  see  things  as  they  are  and  ask. 
Why?  I see  things  as  they  could  be 
and  ask,  Why  not?  TG,  visionary, 
seeks  mutually  supportive  dialog 
with  sisters  aspiring  to  or  having 
successfully  combined  avocations, 
activism  into  full  life's  work. 


JANNE  MARIE  DANIELS 
(MI-M4094-K88 11-87) 

SWM,  born  1947,  TG,  5'9",  160, 
14,  blue  eyes.  Mbr  Crossroads, 
IFGE.  Have  undergone  electrolysis 
and  permanent  cosmetics.  Enjoy 
reading,  bicycling,  rustic  camping, 
and  wearing  women's  clothes. 

ROBIN  J. 

(MI-M4209-K9498-83) 

SW  bi-TV.  Dressing  since  child- 
hood. Interested  in  outdoors,  old 
pickups  and  feminine  dressing  in 
short  skirts  and  heels.  Not  passable, 
but  would  to  emerge  part  time.  Help 
and  support  wanted  from  anyone. 
Looking  forward  to  hearing  from 
you. 


MICHELLE  WILSON 
(MI-P-M5098-K1 1064-81) 

MWM  TV  with  strong  TS  tenden- 
cies. Seek  others  for  correspon- 
dence, friendship  and  adventure. 
5' 10"  and  becoming  a shapely  14/ 
16  gal.  Interests:  quality  manage- 
ment, electronics,  vintage  aircraft, 
camping  and  backpacking.  Love  to 
meet  others  and  be  escorted  shop- 
ping, dining,  movies,  etc. 


SUZY  D. 

(MI-P-M5154-K 11 385-82) 

Mbr  Crossroads.  40s,  5'6",  140. 
Very  feminine,  passable  CD  who 
loves  being  a lady  in  all  respects. 
Would  like  very  much  to  corre- 
spond with  sisters  8i  gentlemen  in- 
terested in  our  special  world.  Will 
respond  to  all! 

CHAR LOTTE YATES 
(MI-M5445-K 12696-82) 

I am  a member  of  Cross  Roads,  but 
not  active.  I have  just  started  into 
transgender  interests  this  last  year. 
I'm  not  sure  what  interest  I will 
have. 


FRAN  C. 

(MI-P-M581 3-K8743-82) 

Tall,  mbr  Cross  Roads,  near  Detroit. 
I have  been  out  for  about  4 years.  I 
look  good  as  a female.  Open  to  new 
things.  Not  afraid  of  a challenge.  It 
makes  life  worth  living.  Single  and 
employed.  Late  40s,  in  good  health 
and  very  discreet.  Love  heels.  I go 
out  a lot  and  enjoy  life  a lot.  Love 
to  have  fun. 


A 

JULIA  A. 

(MI-P-M6289-K 1402  5-81) 

DMCD,  52,  mbr  Crossroads,  at- 
tended Be  All  '96.  Pass  most  of  the 
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time.  Enjoy  going  out  as  Julia,  ball- 
room/country dancing,  fishing, 
backpacking,  photography.  Drive 
18-wheeler  OTR  for  a living.  Bi-cu- 
rious.  Will  try  to  answer  any  who 
write.  Your  photo  gets  mine. 

CHRISTINE  EVERS 
(MI-M6341-K5457-82) 

SWM  bi-TV.  A mature,  experienced 
62-year-old  crossdresser.  Love  lin- 
gerie, hose,  heels,  and  all  of  being 
a woman.  Desire  correspondence 
and  meeting  other TV/TSs  or  other 
interested  males,  females,  and 
couples. 


WISCONSIN 

(530-548) 


FRANCINERENAE 

(WI-P-M3263-K6403-82) 

There's  nothing  more  to  life  than 
everyday  living,  there's  loving, 
sharing,  hoping,  giving.  I'm  new 
at  this,  constantly  learning.  To 
meet  my  sisters  I'm  still  yearning. 
I've  met  a few,  which  is  great.  Our 
friendship  is  first  rate.  We  can  be 
ourselves,  that  is  true.  Let's  corre- 
spond 8c  be  friends,  too. 


TANYA  K. 

(WI-P-M3275-K4933-82) 

MWM,  5' 10",  195,  professional, 
college  grad,  ex-military.  Interests 
include  religion,  family,  music,  and 
aviation.  CD  since  childhood.  Dress 
in  hotel,  but  want  to  go  out.  Family 
does  not  know.  Hope  to  tell  wife. 
Like  elegant  styles  and  classic  busi- 
nesswoman look.  Would  like  to  hear 
from  those  with  similar  interests. 
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CATHY  A.  BROWN 
(WI-P-M3698-K8037-85) 

Single,  5'9",  160,  39  and  holding. 
Caring  sensitive,  been  CD  since 
early  childhood.  Completely  enjoy 
and  am  proud  of  my  feminine  self. 
Would  like  to  correspond/meet  with 
sincere  others  for  letter  and  photo 
exchange,  girl  talk,  fashion,  public 
outings,  photography  and  mutual 
support. 


LAURA  B. 

(WI-NP-M4513-K58 14-81) 

5'6",  170,  blue  eyes.  Mbr  Tri-ess 
Chi  Chapter  8c  Gemini  Gender 
Group.  Just  started  to  go  out 
dressed  in  public.  What  a great  feel- 
ing! Pass  with  no  problem.  Look- 
ing for  friends  for  outings  to  help 
improve  my  femme  self.  Tired  of 
hiding. 


KATHERINE  MARIE 
(WI-P-M4973-K8323-80) 

Eclectic  M to  F TV.  Former  photo- 
journalist, rodeo  hand  and  restaura- 
teur. Insatiable  history  buff,  vora- 
cious reader,  incurable  romantic. 
Closeted  by  family  ties  and  economic 
necessity.  Looking  to  escape.  Starved 
for  correspondence  and  companion- 
ship. Need  help  with  makeup  and 
hair.  How  do  women  do  it? 

SANDY  PINT 
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(WI-M5003-K8284-80)  music,  racquetball  and  investing. 


I am  becoming  more  accepting  of 
the  crossdressing  part  of  who  I am. 
Want  to  develop  more  fully  both 
masculine  and  feminine  sides,  and 
then  integrate  both  into  a meaning- 
ful whole  person.  Would  like  help 
in  that  process. 

RANDY  D 

(WI-M5124-K1 1175-81) 

DWM,  5'7",  120.  Creative  skilled 
craftsman.  Enjoy  woodwrking,  art, 
antiques,  auto  racing.  Lifelong  TG 
feelings.  Bi-curious.  Dress  every 
day.  Finally  able  to  be  who  I was 
meant  to  be.  Looking  for  friend- 
ships or  more  8t  help  coming  out 
from  GG  orTG.  Entertain  at  home. 
Photo  appreciated. 


it 

HEATHER  ANNE  NAPIER 
(WI-P-M5539-K1 2 153-80) 

Divorced  pre-op  TS,  mbr  Chi  Chap- 
ter Tri-Ess,  IFGE,  longtime  gender 
blender.  Live  as  F,  work  mostly  as 
M.  Frequent  travel,  some  interna- 
tional, for  employer.  Share  both  of 
me  with  friends,  neighbors,  co- 
workers. Enjoy  a quiet  life  with  a 
major  cat.  Slow  but  happy  to  cor- 
respond. 

DANA  S. 

( WI-M6 1 97-K1 32 17-80) 

Looking  for  a she-male  to  be  my 
wife,  age  30-56.  I am  25  years  old. 
Black  she-males  only  need  apply. 
Please  send  photo. 


MINNESOTA 

550-567) 


JENNIFER  O. 

(MN-P-M0570-K1 161-83) 

Mbr.  CLCC,  6'2",  180.  Attended 
several  Fantasia  Fair  and  Be  All 
events.  Interested  in  classical  organ 


Married  to  a warm  and  supportive 
spouse.  I like  to  express  my  femi- 
nine side  at  home  and  occasional 
local  club  meetings. 


VANESSA  S. 

(MN-P-M1168-K 1159-80) 

Married  CD  with  supportive,  lov- 
ing spouse.  Author  of  two  pub- 
lished books  on  CD  and  Christian 
spirituality.  Strongly  desire  commu- 
nication with  others  interested  in 
developing  a specifically  transgen- 
der-based  Christian  theology,  work- 
ing toward  a ministry  meeting  the 
many  and  diverse  spiritual  needs  of 
the  transgendered  community. 


DEBBIE  DAVIS 
(MN-P-M2396-K3 143-87) 

Director,  Gender  Education  Center; 
VP,  CLCC;  Exec.  Board,  Lambda 
Justice  Center.  Married  CD,  5'9", 
12/14.  Love  being  feminine  & have 
fully  accepted  my  feminine  self.  In 
public  often.  Direct  extensive  out- 
reach and  traing  programs.  Present 
at  universities,  medical  and  profes- 
sional groups.  Love  sailing,  wind 
surfing,  water  skiing,  computing 
and  SHOPPING. 


DOUG  D. 

(MN-M6224-K 13730-81) 
Educated,  employed  SWM,  30s, 
190#,  B/B,  NS,  LD,  interested  in 
film,  literature,  arts  and  more.  Seek- 
ing TS  women  for  friendship  and 
possible  LTR  who  is  attractive,  femi- 
nine, romantic  and  passionate  about 
intelligent  investigation  of  the 
world  around  her. 


ILLINOIS 

(600-629) 


JULIE  M. 

(IL-M2936-K50 12-84) 

MWM,  mid-30s,  CD  with  TS  feel- 
ings. Don't  dress  often,  wife  doesn't 
know.  Love  to  attend  national 
events,  meet  others  in  our  commu- 
nity. Passing  is  difficult  at  6'3",  but 
seeking  the  poise,  style  & confi- 
dence to  do  it.  Like  to  write/meet 
otherTG/ladies  who  understand. 


PRISCILLA  B. 
(IL-P-M3085-K5273-81 ) 

Lifelong  TV,  married  to  a very  un- 
derstanding, beautiful  lady.  Enjoy 
all  things  feminine,  especially  very 
elegant  gowns  and  party  dresses. 
Satin  and  lace  are  so  divine.  Wish- 
ing to  correspond  and  meet  other 
sisters  and  couples  who  are  comfort- 
able with  this  life-style.  Can  enter- 
tain and  meet  in  the  Midwest. 


BARBARA  ANN  ROBERTS 
(IL-P-M3816-K62  57-81) 

MWM  TV/TS,  5' 10",  170,  young 
54.  Electrolysis  since  '96,  soon  back 
on  hormones,  etc.,  to  maximize 
femininity.  'Would  like  to  hear 
from/meet  others.  Would  enjoy  dat- 


ing mature,  sincere  gentleman  who 
would  treat  a lady  like  a lady.  Please 
enclose  photo. 

JULIE  ANN  P. 

(IL-M  3962-K5840-81) 

MWM,  5'9,  185.  Interested  in 
sporting  events,  fishing,  women's 
fashions.  Wife  understands,  but  is 
not  supportive.  I dress  when  she  is 
not  home.  I enjoy  the  feminine  feel- 
ing when  dressed.  It  helps  me  re- 
lax. 

JANE  WHITNEY 
(IL-M5031-K9 199-81) 

My  life  is  flourishing  and  contented 
with  five  decades  of  the  gift  of  femi- 
ninity. Beginning  at  age,  by  curios- 
ity was  carefully  indulged  by  an  en- 
lightened mother  and  friends.  Their 
legacy  of  joy  has  endured  and 
grown  without  regret,  guilt  or  illu- 
sions. Word  from  those  of  similar 
mind  is  welcome. 

JYLW. 

(IL-M51 14-K10788-81) 

WMTV,  33,  135,  5’8”,  still  notout. 
Love  lingerie,  hose,  short  skirts, 
high  heels  & feeling  feminine.  Look- 
ing for  someone  to  help  me  become 
more  passable  & bring  me  out  in 
public. 

ROXANNE  LAVERNE  MITCHELL 
(IL-M5185-K1 1230-81) 

Mbr  of  IFGE,  Chicago  Gender  Soci- 
ety, and  ITI.  It's  Time  Illinois.  I like 
everything  feminine.  On  hormones 
for  2 yrs.  Want  correspondence 
from  all.  Hobbies  include  photog- 
raphy and  trains. 


MISSOURI 

(630-658) 


ANGELA  JOHNSON 
(MO-P-M1 162-K1308-81)  DBM, 
CD,  47,  5'55",  175.  Movies, 
photography,  music,  new  friends, 
girltalk  and  sports  interest  me. 
Looking  to  correspond  with  and 
meet  other  TV/CD/TS  and 
understanding  ladies.  I enjoy  going 
out  as  Angela.  Sisters  of  color, 
where  are  you?  Please  write. 
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TRISH  ELAINE  KASTEN 
(MO-P-M4805-K 10267-82) 

Pre-op  TS,  5' II",  143,  33.  Inter- 
ested in  sharing  experiences, 
strength,  and  hopes.  I am  also  a re- 
covering alcoholic  and  addict.  Six 
years.  Has  anyone  else  found  recov- 
ery? Photo  and  phone  gets  same, 
but  not  required. 


KANSAS 

(660-679) 


EVELYN  BORDEN 

(E  KS  P-M0400-K 1 329-80) 

Tall,  well  educated,  very  passable 
TG  interested  in  meeting  others  in 
the  Kansas  City  area  &.  sharing  re- 
source information.  Open,  under- 
standing, helpful  to  others  travel- 
ing same  path. 


SHELLY  H. 

(KS-P-M4627-K 10171-82) 

SW  pre-op  TS,  5'7",  150,  50. 
Member  WTA.  Have  started  tran- 
sition and  love  it.  Seeking  friends 
and  looking  for  SO  to  share  my 
life  with.  I'm  caring,  loving  and 
accepting.  Love  good  music  and 
crosswords.  Varied  other  inter- 
ests. Please  write.  Will  answer  all. 


VERONICA  MOELLER 
(KS-P-M4893-K84 12-83) 

SWM  TG,  5'7",  40,  145.  Profes- 
sional. Enjoy  classical  music,  read- 
ing, movies,  coffee  shops  and  out- 
doors. Passable.  I am  moving  to- 
wards TS  and  full  time  living.  Seek 
friends  to  lend  advice  and  experi- 
ences. 


NEBRASKA 

(680-693) 


DEBRA  ANN  E. 

(NE-P-M1655-K1 347-82) 

Am  fully  out  in  my  home  town.  Live 
about  25%  as  Deb.  My  loving  wife, 
family  and  friends  are  educating 
alliance  to  what  gender  issues  are 
all  about.  If  you  would  like  help  in 
coming  out,  please  write.  We  will 
gladly  help. 


TAMI  DIANE 
(NE-M3284-K6480-82) 

I enjoy  all  that  is  feminine  & wish 
to  become  more  involved  in  the  TV/ 
TS  community.  Passable,  5'  11 ",  37. 
Interested  in  making  friends  who 
are  interested  in  our  feminine  ways. 
Intelligent,  educated,  & discreet. 
Enjoy  going  out  en  femme.  Would 
like  to  meet  sincere,  understanding 
TV/TSs  & genetic  females  for 
friendship. 


JANET  MELISSA  B. 

(NE-M6036-K1 1170-83) 

Sweet  Lord  Jesus,  please  say  to  me, 
"Talitha  Koum!"  Hi  Girls,  special 
recognition  (God  Bless)  Linda  B.  of 
Texas.  Sorry  my  handwriting  has 
deteriorated,  possible  stroke!  else  I 
would  have  written  several  of  you 
for  prescription  advice. 


LOUISIANA 

(700-714) 


ALICE  HEBERT 
(LA-P-M2964-K5098-80) 

Mbr  Gulf  Gender  Alliance.  I am 
married  to  a very  understanding, 
supportive  wife,  & am  my  most  re- 
laxed when  I am  a woman.  I love 
being  out  among  my  sisters,  & 
would  welcome  corresponding  with 
them. 

JAMI  B. 

(LA-M3456-K7 120-83) 

44yoTG/TS.  Unfolding  self-aware- 
ness bittersweet.  Love  my  children/ 
spouse  (fear  loss),  but  coming  home, 
at  last.  Working  to  stay  grounded 
and  in  integrity.  Introspective,  ana- 
lytical, nuts;  talk  too  much.  Roller- 
blading's second  only  to  dancing  as 
best  exercise. 

GINGER  B. 

(LA-M4366-K 1 0089-80) 
Financially  independent,  single, 
6'1",  215,  very  infrequent  CD  needs 
a full-time  French  maid  capable  of 
caring  for  & sharing  the  good  life 
on  15  acres  with  a home.  You  can 
live  full  time  as  a woman.  Tell  me 
about  your  dreams  & needs.  Let  us 
trade  letters  8t  photos. 


MICHELLE  SCHEMANN 
(IA-P-M5117-K1 11 12-81) 

MWM,  5'6”,  150.  Novice  CD  maybe 
Bi.  Blessed  with  natural  girlish  fig- 
ure. Finally  exploring  my  femme  self. 
Eager  to  share  all  aspects  of  feminine 
mystique  & transformation.  Have 
ventured  out  dressed.  Looking  for 
girlfriend  to  share  ideas,  experi- 
ences, fantasies,  photos,  etc. 


SHERI  K. 

(LA-P-M61 83-K 1 3581-80) 

Sexy  southern  belle,  married  CD 
with  supportive  wife  who  helps 
with  hair,  clothes  makeup  and  pho- 
tos. Love  to  dress  sexy  but  classy 
in  short  skirts,  nylons  and  high 
heels.  Wish  to  exchange  letters  and 
photos  with  other  CDs,  CD  couples 
and  females.  Discretion  and  honesty 
assured. 


ARKANSAS 

(716-729) 


JANA  H. 

(AR-P-M2042-K2442-80) 

Let's  talk!  Into  dressing  13  years. 
Married,  wife  knows,  helps,  but  not 
her  thing.  Late  50s,  5'7",  165. 
Former  USAF  pilot.  Still  working. 
Can't  help  it!  Love  it  all,  38C  to  5" 
inch  heels.  Into  golf,  photography, 
video.  Possibly  meet  in  AR,  MS,  LA. 
Always  respond  to  everyone.  Do  it! 

LARRY  D. 

(AR-M5247-K 1 0478-82) 

MWM.  Never  had  a desire  to  dress, 
but  have  had  a lifelong  desire  to 
know  &.  associate  with  those  who  do. 
I respect  who  you  are,  & would  love 
to  hear  from  anyone,  especially  in 
Arkansas  & nearby  states.  Would 
you  like  an  understanding  man's 
point  of  view? 

LAURIE  STARK 
(AR-M5410-K1 1897-80) 

5'8",  190,  39,  single, TV/TS  feelings. 
Like  movies,  Sci-Fi,  romance,  moun- 
tains, camping,  SCUBA,  dressing, 
classical  gourmet  cooking,  fine  wine, 
helping  gender  community,  peace  & 
quiet,  air  brush.  Started  transition 
Oct.  '96.  Would  like  to  develop 
friendships  with  women,  couples, 
TV/TSs,  & build  lasting  friendships. 
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STACI B. 

(AR-P-M5550-K 121 88-83) 

WM  CD  wishes  to  hear  from  TV/ 
TS/CDs.  Wife  doesn't  know,  nor 
would  she  approve.  My  interests 
include  sexy  satin  lingerie,  photo 
exchange  and  possible  meetings.  I 
would  love  hearing  from  anyone 
with  similar  interests  and  will  an- 
swer all.  My  greatest  joy  is  being 
female  and  I want  to  share  that  with 
someone. 


JEAN  MARIE  Z. 

(AR-P-M6057-K1 3 197-83) 

S M-F  TG,  size  12,  feisty  little 
Gemini  bitch  is  going  full  time  in 
Bubbaville,  Arkansas.  She's  a 50s 
Renaissance  girl,  open  to  diversity 
after  flushing  the  toxic  cultural  con- 
ditioning from  her  veins.  Seeking 
interaction  with  new  age/  shaman 
Wicca  spirits.  Your  plumbing's  not 
important,  the  wiring  is. 


SUSAN  AWGMAN 
(OK-P-M5840-K3908-82) 

Single  college  instructor  looking  for 
new  places  to  continue  on  this  won- 
derful path  I have  been  allowed  to 
travel.  I am  spiritually  centered  and 
most  baggage  has  been  unloaded. 
Love  all  life's  experiences.  All  cor- 
respondence answered.  TS,  5' 11", 
170,  41. 


MEGAN  STEWART 
(OK-P-M5844-K 12859-82) 

SWM,  40,  5' 10",  140,  36-32-35. 
Have  extremely  feminine  shape  and 
features.  I want  to  leave  the  man  be- 
hind and  be  who  I am.  Want  to  be 
someone's  special  lady.  Looking  for 
warm,  loving,  honest  relationship. 
Please  send  a nice  letter. 


LAURA  TAYLOR 
(TX-P-M 1 2 54-K 1 408-81 ) 

CD,  about  5'9",  170.  Just  love  my 
time  dressed  and  made  up  as  a 
woman.  Love  to  meet  and  write  to 
other  CDs.  Off  lots  of  weekdays  for 
dress  up  sessions,  shopping,  lunch, 
etc. 

TERRI  G. 

(TX-M1738-K 190 1-82) 

SWM,  5 ' 7 " , 165.  Hobbies 

computers  and  music.  Closet  TV. 
Would  like  to  improve  appearance. 
Interested  in  hormones  and  how  to 
increase  breast  development,  and  in 
MtF  surgery. 

JANET  MARIE  B. 
(TX-M2772-K4605-83) 

New  to  the  CD  world,  but  have  been 
one  forever.  Just  cracking  open  the 
door  and  looking  for  advice,  under- 
standing, and  most  of  all,  friend- 
ship. Wish  to  explore  newly  ac- 
knowledged emotions  and  feelings 
with  caring  people. 


CASEY  COLE 

(S  TX-P-M  1 907-K2 1 96-87) 

SWM  hetero  CD,  47,  Austin,  Texas 
area.  Cofounder  of  Austin  Second 
Image.  Active  in  CD  social  support 
for  fifteen  years.  Mbr  ASI,  ETVC. 
Attended  every  Texas  T Party.  Per- 
sonally answer  ASI  hot  line  Wed. 
7-9  pm. 


PHYLLIS  RANDOLPH  FRYE,  ATTY 
(TX-P-M2940-K4963-99) 

Mbr  of  GCTC.  Organizer  of  first  In- 
ternational Conference  on  Trans- 
gender Law  & Employment  Policy. 
Out  of  closet  & successful  transgen- 
dered  attorney.  Like  helping  people 
out  of  closets,  fighting  myths  & ste- 
reotypes. Will  speak  on  TG  issues. 
It  isn't  '76,  this  is  the  '90s.  Come 
out!  You're  an  OK  person.  Don't  put 
up  with  the  guilt  & shame  lie. 


LIANA  JAMES 
(TX-P-M2949-K5062-8 1 ) 

Interests  include  photography,  com- 
puters, travel  and  having  fun!  I will 
answer  all  who  write. 


TEXAS 

(750-799) 


OKLAHOMA 

(730-749) 


NANCY  BAKER 
(TX-P-M3 1 86-K6 1 09-83) 

Mbr  B&P  & ASI.  AttendedTexasT 
Party  '92-'95.  Married  to  loving  &. 
supportive  wife  who  helps  with 
wardrobe  selection  & overall  look. 
Interested  in  meeting  others  for  so- 
cializing & conversation.  Enjoy  cor- 
responding with  others  who  have 
experienced  or  are  interested  in 
forced  crossdressing  & petticoat 
punishment. 


EC. 

(TX-P-M3628-k75  33-83) 

Divorced  hetero  lifelong  CD.  My 
community  doesn't  understand  or 
accept  me.  Would  like  to  hear/meet 
friends  or  sisters  in  Central  Texas. 
Are  you  as  lonely  with  your  true 
self  as  I am.  Please  write. 


KIM  HUNTER 
(TX-P-M3708-K8038-80) 

Single,  hormones  since  '92.  Love 
music,  intimate  conversation,  cook- 
ing, good  wine.  Other  interests  too 
varied  to  list.  Seeking  stable, 
healthy  relationship.  Send  photo 
with  letter.  Would  also  like  to  hear 
from  others  in  the  Rio  Grande  Val- 
ley; friendship,  support. 
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JOHN  c. 

(TX-P-M4603-K 10 106-81) 

SWM,  5'10,  175,  brown  hair,  blue 
eyes,  educated,  understanding  of 
gender  issues.  Seek  feminine,  pass- 
able pre-op  TS  or  other  TG  person 
21-45  for  quality  relationship.  Will- 
ing to  correspond  or  travel  to  meet 
those  interested.  Photo,  phone 
number  appreciated. 


LEEG. 

(TX-P-M4622-K10161-86) 

Central  Texas  TG.  Member  of  Aus- 
tin Second  Image.  Interests  are  an- 
drogynous everyday  dressing,  long 
distance  motorcycle  touring,  the 
Gender  Forum  on  America  on  Line. 
Interested  in  meeting  others  of  a like 
mind  and  interests.  Catch  me  on-line. 


TOMMIE  LYNN  M. 
(TX-P-M5260-K1 1678-86) 

Hetero  male,  CD,  4 1 . GraduatedTexas 
A&M  1980.  Work  in  electronic  re- 
search and  development.  Fully  dress 
for  Metroplex  CD  Club  meetings;  par- 
tially at  home.  Enjoy  photography, 
R8lR,  Star  Trek.  Correspondence  is 
welcome. 

JAN  N. 

(TX-M5402-K427 1 -83) 

Pre-opTS  in  mid-30s,  enjoy  all  aspects 
of  being  feminine.  Interested  in  hear- 


ing from  men,  women,  and  other TSs 
who  have  an  interest  in  special  girls 
like  me.  Open  to  long  term  relation- 
ship. Appreciate  all  aspects  of  rela- 
tionships. 

WENDY  ROSE  CAMPBELL 
(TX-M541 1-K5233-84) 

SWM,  pre-op  TS,  6',  175.  On  hor- 
mones since  1987.  Living  full  time  as 
a woman  since  1994.  Interests:  com- 
puters, cooking,  dancing,  travel  and 
c/w  music.  Grad.  Cornell  and  Cordon 
Bleu,  Paris.  Wish  to  correspond/meet 
other  TS/TG  in  Fort  Worth  Metro- 
plex area. 

COLLEEN  HELMS 
(TX-M5531-K 1223 1-80) 

DWM  bi-CD,  5'10",  180,  red/blue. 
Relationship-oriented.  Love  lingerie 
& heels.  Need  help  with  makeup, 
wigs,  & upper  physique  styles.  Cor- 
respond by  phone  or  mail.  Photo 
appreciated . Can  entertain  or  travel. 
Discretion  assured.  Peace  & love  (we 
need  it)! 

KELLI  ROBERTS 
(TX-M  56 1 5-K 1 04 1 5-80) 

SWM,  5'7",  CD.  Former  member 
WTGA.  1996  has  been  wild.  Have 
traded  the  sands  of  West  Texas  for 
the  sands  of  the  Texas  coast.  Still 
enjoy  hearing  from  sisters  across  the 
Lone  Star  state,  looking  for  friend- 
ship and  sharing  info. 


BETTIE  ANN  A. 

(TX-P-M56 1 6-K 10064-80) 

Mbr  Delta  Omega,  Irving,  Texas. 
Hetero,  61,  5'9,  150,  widower.  Wife 
was  supportive.  Crossdressing  since 
age  12.  I prefer  living  as  a woman 
most  of  my  free  time.  Enjoy  going 
out.  Passable?  No  one  has  said  any- 
thing, & I never  asked.  I'm  just  an 
older  woman. 

MARLENE  D. 

(TX-P-M5665-K1 1032-81) 

SWM  hetero  CD,  fetish,  fantasy 
dresser.  All  my  outer/underwear  is 
black  patent  stretch  leather.  Ultra- 
sheer, shiny  1 5 denier  black  seam- 
less stockings.  No  pantyhose  for 
this  gal!  6"  black  patent  spike  sti- 
letto-heeled pumps  with  pointy 
toes.  Please  write. 

DARLENE  E. 

(TX-M581 1-K0239-81) 

Divorced.  Stepping  out  of  the  closet 
in  miniskirts  and  high  heels.  Would 


love  to  help  start  a CD  club  in  NE 
TX.  Will  answer  all  letters.  Mbr 
IFGE,  Metro-Plex  CD  Club. 

SABRA  SINCLAIR 
(TX-M5978-K6690-80) 
30-something,  beautiful  dark 
skinned,  sexy  dark  eyes,  post-op 
TS.  5'9",  126#,  38C-24-35.  Widow 
with  lez  desires.  Would  love  to  hear 
from  passable  post-  and  pre-ops, 
handsome  men,  or  those  whose  in- 
terests are  leaning  toward  becom- 
ing TS.  Interests  are  in  the  occult, 
music,  lingerie,  heels,  cosmetics, 
dancing,  dining,  theatre,  shopping. 

PAMELA  MARTINH 
(TX-P-M6008-K8649-83) 

TG,  bi,  50,  5'8",  130,  size  9.  Live 
alone,  en  femme.  I'm  interested  in 
all  things  intimate,  feminine,  lov- 
ing, mystical.  I like  candle  light, 
music,  cuddling,  camping.  I want 
to  correspond  and  exchange  pho- 
tos with  like-minded  people.  Peace 
and  love  to  you. 


JANA  CLARK 
(TX-P-M6060-K 1 3209-83) 

CD,  40s,  5'9",  160.  Started  dress- 
ing again  after  years  of  suppressed 
feelings.  Interested  in  hearing  from 
attractive,  fem-looking  TV  or  pre- 
op TS  to  share  experiences  with  and 
possibly  help  me  find  my  true  in- 
ner self.  Photo  appreciated.  What's 
your  story? 


KATE  STEELE 
(TX-P-M6071-K 1 3237-87) 

Central  Texan,  lifelong  CD,  partly 
out.  ASI,TexasT  '96.  Seeking  more 
opportunities  to  express  myself, 
more  friends  in  our  community, 
more  info  about  this  life  and  how 
to  dress  for  it.  Welcome  correspon- 
dence, contacts,  socializing.  Enjoy 
books,  music,  motorcycling. 


KRISTY  MILLER 
(TX-P-M623 1-K 1 3740-8 1 ) 

SWM  TV,  61",  31,  190.  lama  sen- 
sitive, caring  woman  who  likes  to 
cook,  read  poetry,  and  explore  all 
aspects  of  being  a woman.  I always 
portray  a feminine  image.  Like  to 
correspond  and  meet  with  like- 
minded  individuals. 


COLORADO 

(800-816) 


JOANNE  WILSON 
(CO-P-M4620-K 1 0 1 58-80) 

WM,  5'10",  175#,  professional, 
fiftyish,  spending  more  time  en 
femme  than  not.  Enjoy  shopping, 
occasional  bar-hopping,  and  golf. 
Poor  corespondent,  but  will  answer 
all.  Currently  on  hormones  and  elec- 
trolysis. Would  like  to  hear  from 
others. 

MELISSA  BLUE 
(CO-P-M6305-K141 17-81) 

MWM,  shy,  closet  CD/TG.  Wife 
does  not  know,  nor  would  she  ap- 
prove. Love  everything  feminine. 
Want  to  correspond  with  others  and 
possible  meet.  Am  very  open- 
minded,  so  feel  free  to  express  your 
true  self!  Your  letter  and  photo  gets 
mine. 
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WYOMING 

(820-831) 


VERONICA  B. 

( WY-P-M4969-K7 1 1 3-80) 

SWM,  130,  61,  CD.  Love  everything 
feminine.  Enjoy  changing  looks  & 
trying  new  things.  Like  to  hear  from 
open-minded,  fun-loving  people  & 
meet  with  those  in  my  area. 

GINA  S. 

(WY-M5096-K1 1058-83) 

MWM.  mid-40s,  CD/TG  with  TS 
inclinations. Seeking  advice  and 
support  to  achieve  goal  in  coming 
out  and  being  able  to  live  a female 
life-style.  Wife  knows,  trying  to  ac- 
cept, but  nonsupportive.  I have 
much  to  learn  about  my  femininity. 
Hearing  from  my  sisters  would  be  a 
great  help. 


LINDA  ANNE  S. 

( W Y-P-M5488-K 1 2095-80) 
MWMTS  living  full  time  with  sup- 
portive SO  and  family.  On  hormones 
1-1/2  years  and  looking  forward  to 
eventual  SRS.  I find  SW  Wyoming 
extremely  accepting  and  would  love 
to  meet  others  in  my  area. 


IDAHO 

(834-839) 


GERRI BECKEN 
(ID-P-M3230-K6299-83) 

6'0",  160,  42,  single  CD/TV.  Inter- 
ested in  reading  romance  & Sci-Fi/ 
fantasy,  computers,  long  walks,  & 
dressing.  Will  respond  to  all  letters. 
Do  pass  in  public.  Please  write. 

HEATHER  WILKINS 
(ID-M5741-K1- 12608-81) 

Married  with  loving  wife.  CD,  mid- 
30s,  closeted.  Would  like  to  help 


build  support  for  out  community  in 
S.  Idaho/E.  Oregon.  I am  ready  to 
meet  sisters  and  brothers.  Will  cher- 
ish words  of  advice  from  anyone  in 
'the  family'  that  has  started  a club. 


ARIZONA 

(850-864) 


■ / Mm gj 

f X? 


JENNIFER  E.  SAMSOL 
(AZ-P-M1056-K 1467-82) 

Mbr  A Rose.  DWM,  6',  175,  47, 
warm,  caring,  open  professional.  In- 
terested in  cooking,  all  music  ex- 
cept hard  rock,  metaphysics,  hunt- 
ing, fishing,  computers,  camping  en 
femme,  sunsets,  horses,  & dogs. 
Fond  of  gold  clothes,  heels,  8c 
blonde  hair,  but  also  enjoy  tight 
skirts  8c  tight  blouses,  etc.  Travel 
quite  a bit.  Write. 


TOMMIE  F. 

( AZ-P-M 1 1 58-K 1453-80) 

Lifelong  TG  has  a passion  for  pant- 
ies, heels,  hosiery  and  other  linge- 
rie. Has  a large  collection  of  pant- 
ies, bras  8c  slips.  Wants  to  hear  from 
other  undies  lovers.  Also  likes 
minis,  bosomy  look.  Will  corre- 
spond with  sisters.  Exchange  pho- 
tos and  lingerie. 

LAURIE  K. 

(AZ-M2777-K4607-80) 

HeteroCD,  5'7",  130,  slender,  femi- 
nine figure,  pass  easily,  considered 
realistic  8c  attractive.  Enjoy  being 
sophisticated,  fashionable  woman 
of  good  taste.  Like  art,  theater,  lit- 
erature, antiques,  architecture,  in- 
terior design,  music,  vintage  wines, 
8c  fashions.  Love  to  meet/write  CDs 
in  Phoenix  area,  elsewhere. 


CINDY  N. 

(AZ-P-M4047-K8782-82) 

Mbr  Alpha  Zeta  and  A-Rose  since 
1988.  Have  supportive  wife  and  we 
both  love  photography,  shopping 
and  travel. 

ANONOMOUS  MALE 
(AZ-M4888-K8301-80) 

SWM,  45,  professional,  moderately 
financially  independent  in  five 
years.  Seeking  young,  feminine, 
early  stage  'true'  pre-op  for  loving, 
caring  monogamous  relationship. 
Prefer  a TS  on  natural  hormones 
and  who  is  highly  erotic  by  nature. 
Please  send  photo  and  description. 


CATHERINE  SMITH 
( AZ-P-M5208-K 11545-81) 

SW,  33,  Supporting  Member  IFGE. 
Very  shy,  self-employed  carpenter 
specializing  in  kitchens  and  bath  re- 
modeling. Will  work  most  any- 
where. Interests  include  camping, 
music,  reading,  cooking,  being  cre- 
ative, religion.  No  sexually  explicit 
letters,  please. 


KAY  JULIA  A. 
(AZ-M5603-K3757-80) 

50s,  tall,  post-op  TS.  Enjoy  danc- 


ing, reading  cooking,  traveling  and 
live  theater.  Would  like  to  corre- 
spond and  meet  women  and  men 
with  compatible  interests  for  mutual 
support  and  comfort.  Am  delighted 
with  my  new  life.  Let's  have  fun! 


KATHLEEN  RENEE  C. 

(AZ-P-M6 1 74-K8646-80) 

MWM,  TV,  late  50s,  6",  mbr  Tri- 
Ess.  Enjoy  Sci-Fi  (Trek,  Bab  5,  X- 
Files,  etc.),  movies,  reading.  Love 
dressing.  Still  working  on  closet 
door;  one  foot  out,  other  dragging. 
Would  love  to  correspond  with 
TVs,  both  locally  and  elsewhere. 


NEW  MEXICO 
(870-884) 


RENEE  G. 

(NM-M4200-K7141-83) 

35,  5'8",  145,  closet  CD.  Love  heels, 
hose,  lace  & lingerie.  Interested  in 
corresponding,  photo  exchange,  8t 
meeting  some  new  friends.  Will  an- 
swer all. 


THONG  SANDITAPAGANDA 
(NM-P-M4342-K3848-80) 

Gay  (happy)  Transvestite,  learning 
to  get  in  touch  with  my  feminine 
self.  5'7",  155,  thirty-something. 
Very  finely  sculptured,  completely 
hairless,  athletic  body.  Activities 
include  nudism,  ballet  (on  pointe!), 
several  sports,  & phantasy  photog- 
raphy. Am  very  open-minded,  so 
when  writing  feel  free  to  express 
your  true  self! 
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CHRISTY  BROWN 
(NV-P-M6201-K1 35 17-81) 

Reno  TV,  28,  5' 10",  130,  feminine, 
clean,  sincere,  single  easy  going. 
Enjoy  going  out,  modeling,  meet- 
ing people,  videos,  photography, 
quiet  nights  at  home.  Seek  open- 
minded  friendships  and  more.  Dates 
with  men.  Short  skirts,  sexy  dress, 
infantilism.  Wish  to  be  full  time  TV 
female. 


SARAH  P 

(NV-P-M6249-K 13841-81) 
Pre-opTS,  21,  about  5'8",  130,  Las 
Vegas.  In  search  of  many  things,  not 
the  least  of  which  is  a way  to  make 
my  dreams  come  true.  All  my  life 
I've  wanted  nothing  more  than  to 
become  a beautiful  woman.  I've 
chosen  1997  as  the  year  in  which 
to  do  it.  The  support  of  others  is 
always  appreciated. 


CALIFORNIA 

(900-960) 


LORRAINE  HALL 
(CA-P-M1150-K 1648-80) 
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derstand.  I adore  our  feminine  side. 
Been  away  for  a while,  am  seeking 
pen-gals  for  better  understanding. 


An  older  lady  who  ten  years  ago, 
after  many  years  of  denial,  could  no 
longer  hide  from  who  and  what  I 
was.  I always  enjoy  hearing  from 
others  with  whom  I can  share  tri- 
umphs, experiences  and  problems. 


KATE  GOLDMAN 
’ (CA-P-M 1652-K0760-86) 

Passable,  5'8",  sz  12.  Great  sense  of 
humor,  discreet  8t  sensitive,  love 
sharing  ideas  with  other  girls.  Like 
makeup,  adventures,  photography 
& 'puters.  Want  to  achieve  a totally 
fern  image  & persona.  Out  at  last  & 
loving  it. 


BOB  DAVIS 
(CA-M2620-K 163 1-80) 

Mbr  ETVC,  IFGE.  Collector  of  TG 
books,  periodicals  & ephemera 
seeking  to  correspond  with  others 
& compare  collections.  Willing  to 
buy,  trade  or  sell.  All  letters  & in- 
quiries will  be  answered,  but  I 
apologize  in  advance  for  making 
you  wait.  A special  note  to  dirty 
minds:  I'm  very  happy  in  my  cur- 
rent relationship.  My  lover  & I do 
not  welcome  salacious  solicitations. 


BILLIE  JEAN  JONES 
(CA-P-M3205-K6 197-99) 

Mbr  ETVC,  DVG,  RG A,  SGA, 
CGNIE,  SLCC.  Attended  ETVC 
Cotillion,  Fantasia  Fair,  Miss  ETVC 
1992.  Late  30s  (like  45),  6',  1 50,  chil- 
dren (23,  20),  2nd  marriage  (whadda 
year!),  Androgyne,  gender  bender, 
numerous  scars,  offbeat  personality. 
Interested  in  blabbing,  writing, 
photography,  music,  discovering  di- 
versity, living  fully,  making  a dif- 
ference, laughing.  Publish 
Genderflex — Contributors  welcome. 
This  is  my  real  life. 


MELISSA  M.  FOSTER 
(S  CA-P-M2099-K 1518-81) 

WCD  enjoys  meeting  people  who 
have  the  same  interests  8t  that  en- 
joy going  out  8t  having  fun.  I travel 
extensively  8t  love  meeting  people 
& visiting  groups.  I am  presently 
very  involved  in  the  community  & 
very  much  enjoy  helping  those  who 
are  looking  for  info  or  help. 

LISA  HUNTER 
(CA-M2 1 1 2-K2522-80) 

Have  lived  as  a woman  most  of  my 
life.  Age  24,  bisexual  TV.  Interested 
in  pen-pals  only. 

CAROL  LEE 
(CA-M2798-K4622-82) 
Heterosexual-oriented  TV.  I pass 
reasonably  well.  Am  happy  to  cor- 
respond or  meet  similar  individu- 
als who  are  interested  in  photogra- 
phy, shopping,  beautiful  clothes,  or 
just  sharing  our  mutual  interest  in 
dressing. 


JUDI  BENSEN 
(CA-P-M3063-K4877-8 1 ) 

MWM,  hetero  CD.  Wife  has  ob- 
served & assisted,  but  does  not  un- 


LAURA RODGERS 
(CA-P-M3627-K7688-83) 

60+,  5' 10",  160,  retired.  Member 
SGA.  Long  time  CD/TV.  No  longer 
in  closet.  Enjoy  going  out  to  meet- 
ings, dinners,  and  in  general  enjoy- 
ing relationships  with  other  sisters. 
Would  love  to  hear  from  you,  espe- 
cially Sacramento  area. 


KATRINA  REED 
(CA-P-M3677-K7999-83) 

TG/TS  Supportive  wife.  Pass  as 
someone  comfortable  with  ambigu- 


LUCY  ANN  JONES 
(CA-M2833-K4704-80) 

Mbr  ETVC.  Blue  eyes,  long  auburn 
hair,  6'1",  180,  post-op  M-F  (12-21 - 
82)  Biber  Girl,  16T,  self-employed 
computer  consultant,  voice  coach- 
ing, &.  astrology.  Pisces  sun  sign, 
moon,  Scorpio  rising,  something 
with  Aries.  Bi-lesbian  in  relation- 
ship with  genetic  female  for  eight 
years.  Your  SASE  8{  photo  gets 
mine. 
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ity.  Hormones  since  '85.  The  arts, 
literature,  rural  living,  fashion. 
Buddhism  and  Deep-ecology 
teacher.  Value  authenticity,  freedom 
of  thought,  humor,  celebration, 
good  friends.  Seeking  new  friends 
in  Southern  California. 


MARY  R. 

(CA-P-M4 140-K8927-80) 

Like  to  meet  CDs  in  Bay  area;  NS. 
Love  heels,  dancing,  partying. 
Dressing  for  over  10  years.  Want  to 
socialize  and  go  out  more.  I really 
have  an  appreciation  for  you 
dressed  up.  Write  so  we  can  talk  by 
phone,  correspond  or  meet. 

ANN  SMITH 
(CA-M4351-K9593-80) 

Loving,  warm,  successful  profes- 
sional interested  in  other  success- 
ful, professionalTVs.  My  goal  is  to 
understand  the  relationship  be- 
tween crossdressing  and  business/ 
professional  success.  I want  to  meet 
and  discuss  this.  Lifelong  cross- 
dresser. So.  Cal. 


KAREN  ADLER 
(CA-P-M-5172-K1 1409-81) 

I'm  a good  listener,  friendly  com- 
pany, confident  (135,  5'7"j  MTV. 
Maya  Angelou's  Phenomenal 
Woman  says  it  best, . . when  I try 
to  show  them,  they  say  they  can't 
see,  I say  it’s  in  the  click  of  my  heels, 
the  sun  of  my  smile,  the  grace  of 
my  style  . . . that's  me  ...  ' 

JENNIFER  H. 

(CA-M5173-K1 141-85) 

Athletic  30-something  San  Fran- 
cisco TV.  Educated,  fun-loving  pro- 
fessional. Travel,  love  to  dress,  meet 
those  interested  in  our  'sport.'  At- 
tend conventions,  go  out.  Attrac- 
tive, bright,  blue  eyes,  brown  hair, 
great  sense  of  humor.  Very  attrac- 
tive in  both  sports.  Let's  meet! 


GLENDA  S. 

(CA-P-M5388-K1 175-83) 

SWM,  38,  6'1",  180,  size  11,  tall, 
slender.  Enjoy  CD  in  tight  clothes 
and  becoming  as  sexy  as  I can.  Wish 
to  meet  same  or  TV/TS.  Exchange 
letters,  photos,  videos.  Answer  all. 
Have  enjoyed  all  responses  and  ex- 
changes since  appearing  in  Trans- 
gender Tapestry,  and  hope  for  many 
more. 


RANDI  GARNER 
(CA-M5412-K7439-80) 

TS  full  time.  ETVC/SIS/Cal  Dream- 
ing '96.  New  to  San  Francisco  after 
coming  from  small  mountain  town 
in  No.  Calif.  Will  answer  all. 

JAN  JENSEN 
(CA-M5494-K121 12-80) 

MWM  bi-TV/TS  inclined,  55,  6’, 
195,  18.  Wife  okay  to  a point. 
Dressed  all  my  life.  Wear  lingerie  at 
all  times.  Go  out  occasionally.  Love 
everything  femme.  On  hormones 
since  '84.  Love  to  hear  from  anyone 
self-employed.  Design,  fabricate,  re- 
pair, restore  race  cars  & street  rods. 

LUCY  ARMENDARIZ 
(CA-M5712-K1 2652-81) 

36-year-old  bi-TV.  I am  fun-loving, 
open-minded.  In  sexy  shape  who 
enjoys  wearing  the  same.  I prefer 
otherTVs  with  same  interest.  Please 
send  photos.  I will  do  the  same.  Let's 
go  for  it! 

TERRY  MILLER 
(CA-M5837-K 128 10-86) 

Very  sexy  bi-TV,  5'8",  150,  37  years 
old.  I pass  easily  in  most  situations.  I 
love  to  go  out  on  dates  with  inter- 
esting men,  especially  double  dates 
with  one  of  my  TV  sisters.  Will  an- 
swer all. 


KEN  KIRKER 
( C A-P-M 6098-K 1 3 3 1 8-80) 

SWM,  6'4'',  220#,  hazel/blue  eyes, 
34.  Seeking  very  feminine,  attrac- 
tive, busty  pre/post-op  TV/TS  or  CD 
with  long  hair  for  LTR,  possibly 
marriage.  Enjoy  long  walks, 
beaches,  romantic  evenings,  long, 
passionate  kisses  (they're  guaran- 
teed to  curl  your  toes).  Will  answer 
all  with  photo,  phone. 


REVANA  ROSE 
(CA-P-M6246-K1 195-81) 
29-year-old  gender  explorer  into  liv- 
ing, loving,  & learning.  Enjoy  shop- 
ping and  dancing  as  "just  a girl  in 
the  world"  with  my  adventurous  SO. 
Interests  include  counseling  psy- 
chology, self-growth,  cyberspace, 
metaphysics  and  crossdressing 
(duh).  What's  your  story? 


tailored  clothes  and  lingerie. 
Looking  for  Miss  Right.  Especially 
seeking  to  hear  from  Asian  TGs  and 
lesbians  for  Asia/USA  support 
network.  Please  send  photo. 


KEVINA  DONELLE 
(HI-P-M6235-K0545-81) 

CD  finally  accepting  the  finer  things 
in  life.  Love  tight,  sexy  clothes  and 
long  dresses.  Coming  out  of  closet. 
Enjoy  shopping  and  dressing  for 
pleasure.  Also  theater  and  fine 
wine.  Love  correspondence  with 
sisters.  A letter  and  photo  gets  mine. 
Write  soon. 


OREGON 

(970-979) 


ROBIE  AISHA 
(HI-P-M6 1 78-K9963-80) 

S Japanese  lesbian  TG,  31,  mbr 
TRES,  still  searching  for  self.  Novice 
at  dressing,  not  out  yet.  Enjoy 


HEATHER  M. 
(OR-P-M4689-K9843-82) 

6'  MW  TV,  still  in  closet.  Too  ner- 
vous to  venture  out.  Seek  friends 
for  correspondence.  Enjoy  cooking, 
history  (BS),  Sci-Fi,  shopping  and 
the  world  of  femininity.  Wonderful 
wife  knows  and  is  supportive  to  an 
extent.  TS  thoughts  have  been 
strong  lately.  Answer  all  with  photo. 


D.H. 

(OR-M595 1 -K6466-82) 

SWM,  50,  wants  LTR  with  TS/TV/ 
TG/GG  to  come  out  with.  Explore 
and  provide  support  to.  Ready  to 
relocate.  5'11",  200,  long  blond 
hair.  Especially  drawn  to  drag 
queens  and  TVs  who  are  submis- 
sive and  sexy. 
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CANADA 


BARBARA  BARRETT 
(WA-P-M0258-K0560-83) 

Mbr  NWGA,  Emerald  City.  5' 10", 
160  CD.  Like  music,  fashion,  mov- 
ies, camping,  meeting  sisters.  Have 
supportive  SO.  Comfortable  with 
myself.  Value  friendship,  honesty, 
sincerity,  discretion.  Enjoy  small 
social  gettogethers  8c  CD  events. 
New  to  Olympic  Peninsula  area. 
Will  answer  all. 


BARBARA  M. 

( WA-P-M2458-K342 1 -82) 

Mbr  Emerald  City,  IFGE.  5'6",  150, 
gray  hair.  Out  many  years  part  time. 
Seem  to  pass,  or  people  are  kind  and 
do  not  mention  it.  Joined  TV  group 
hoping  to  find  friend  to  pal  around 
with.  Was  better  looking  before 
auto  accident. 


ROBYN  V. 

(CAN-P-M2449-K3392-82) 

Mbr  Gender  Mosaic,  Ottawa,  8c 
Xpressions,  Toronto.  Hetero  TV, 
married,  family,  living  SE  Ontario. 
Like  theater,  classical  & other  mu- 
sic, skiing,  & boating.  Love  to  shop, 
dine  and  enjoy  others  en  femme. 
Travel  to  NYC,  Toronto,  Ottawa  8c 
other  cities.  Could  we  get  together 
sometime?  Please  write.  Photos  ap- 
preciated. 


KAREN  FOX 

(CAN-P-M3140-K5888-81) 

Mbr  Xpressions.  Been  dressing 
since  a teenager,  now  45.  Like  the 
feel  of  stockings  against  shaved  legs. 
Slowly  getting  the  courage  to  go 
shopping  in  daylight  in  home  town. 


CHRISTINE  B. 
(CAN-P-M4486-K9701-85) 

Tall,  slim,  blue-eyed  brunette,  het- 
ero CD,  early  40s.  Interested  in  in- 
telligent, sensitive,  nonsexual  cor- 
respondence with  anyone  who  is 


BOBBIE  WENDY  TUCEY 
(AK-P-M3314-K6591-83) 

Mbr  Berdache  Society,  Alaskan  T- 
People.  Attended  Alaska  Corona- 
tion '92,  '93.  WHM,  52,  5'5",  135. 
Supportive  wife  8i  grown  8c  gone 
children.  Interested  in  computers, 
art,  play  guitar  8c  flute.  Spend  all 
my  non-work  time  as  a woman,  8c 
go  out  a lot.  Love  to  communicate. 
Photo  appreciated. 

TRISH  PLUMB 
(AK-M3480-K7 185-81) 

I'm  a 40-something  CD.  Would  en- 
joy corresponding  with  other  CDs, 
particularly  those  in  Alaska.  All  let- 
ters will  be  answered. 


JUDY  OSBORNE 
( WA-P-M 1 024-K 1 7 1 9-80) 

Mbr  Emerald  City,  NWGA,  Tri-Ess. 
Enjoy  sailing,  reading,  sports,  cook- 
ing. Learning  to  sew,  but  not  very 
good  yet.  Love  being  out  in  the 
world  doing  the  things  other 
women  do,  having  fun. 


LORRIET. 

(WA-P-M4057-K7891-82) 

MWM,  49,  10.  CD  with  supportive 
wife  wishes  to  correspond  with  oth- 
ers. Very  much  want  to  make  friends 
and  dress  one-on-one  with  other 
CDs  in  OR/WA.  Not  looking  for  sex, 
just  good  friends.  Please  write  and 
I'll  respond.  Photo  appreciated. 
Let's  enjoy  our  feminine  selves  to- 
gether. 


STACI  ELAINE  DAVIS 
( WA-P-M49 1 9-K 1 0876-84) 
Feminine,  DSWM  lesbian  TV.  Love 
beauty  in  nature,  music,  feminine  & 
caring  relationships.  I am  a smoker, 
6’,  220.  Love  shopping  & wearing 
all  the  things  that  other  women  do. 
I like  to  read  Transgender,  Woman 
Talk  8c  watch  daytime  soaps. 

CHARLOTTE  R. 

(WA-P-M5190-K1 1441-81) 

S retired  CD,  6'6",  220.  Crossdressed 
since  youth,  never  in  public.  Love 
underwear  and  dressing  with 
friends.  Travel  a lot.  Need  advice  on 
makeup  8c  clothes.  Have  lots  of  time. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  sisters. 
Worldwide  story  collection. 

DOROTHY  LEIGH  GUSTAVSON 
(WA-M5520-K1 2 189-80) 

SWM,  26,  122,  5'3".  Full  time  as 
Dorothy  since  6-9-87.  Want  letters 
from  any  interested  sister. 

ANN  J. 

(WA-M5800K 12775-85) 

Widower,  65.  In  the  closet  since  age 
13,  now  trying  to  crack  the  door 
open.  Would  like  to  meet  others  in 
local  area,  accepting  women.  Late 
wife  very  much  opposed.  Currently 
don't  pass.  Discretion  expected  and 
provided. 


TINAH. 

(WA-P-M6337-K 14287-82) 
Attractive  SW  bi-TV,  40s,  IFGE 
member.  Been  crossdressing  since 
age  13.  My  passion  is  crossdressing 
and  all  things  feminine.  Love  heels, 
hose,  lace,  lingerie.  Would  like  to 
correspond  and  meet  with  other 
TVs  and  supportive  ladies.  Your 
photo  gets  mine.  Will  answer  all. 


ALASKA 

(995-999) 
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either  struggling  or  reveling  in  this 
difficult/joyous  condition/opportu- 
nity life  has  presented  to  those  of 
us  who  are  gender  gifted. 

WENDY  HOULE 
(CAN-M4606-K 1 0 1 32-8 1 ) 

Divorced,  single  parent  with  four 
children  to  take  care  of.  TV/TS,  late 
30s,  dressing  all  tny  life.  Want  to 
correspond  and/or  meet  other  CD/ 
TS/GG  for  helping  me  to  improve 
my  femme  side.  Looking  for  help  & 
support.  No  sex  letters. 

GLENDA  T. 

(CAN-M4809-K9040-80) 

Early  40s,  single,  hetero  CD,  5’3", 
1551b.,  Mbr  of  Cornbury.  Never 
been  out,  but  perhaps...  Interests 
include  musical  theatre,  travel  & 
sports.  I'd  like  to  meet/correspond 
with  sisters  & supportive  ladies  in 
Victoria  8i  Canada. 

MONICA  MARTIN 
(CAN-P-M5638-K9601-81) 

MWM  professional.  Striving  for 
full-time  living  with  understanding 
SO.  Likes:  music  sports,  8t  making 
friends.  Write  if  you  have  similar 
likes. 


DAWNA  TRACY 
(CAN-P-M4787-K2066-83) 

Mbr  Xpressions  (Toronto),  Be  All  '92, 
surgery  by  '98,  newspaper  printed 
biography.  Human  Rights  activist, 
faced  problems  head  on,  gained  re- 
spect with  quiet  pressure.  Try  it! 
Music,  sketching,  photography, 
travel,  laughter,  seek  serious  corre- 
spondence, long  term  friends,  con- 
versation better  than  copulation. 


m* 


REBECCA  ANN  BENTLEY 
(CAN-M55 12-K 1 2 155-80) 

6'3".  Love  dressing  up  in  suits,  high 
heels,  stockings,  makeup.  Would 
like  to  hear  from  other  CDs  in  the 
Kingston  area.  Still  looking  to  go 
out  in  public  and  to  parties.  I like 
movies,  dancing.  Sometimes  I go  to 
Toronto  and  Ottawa  to  help  bring 
my  feminine  self  out. 


MICHELINE  MONTREUIL 
(CAN-P-M6067-K12255-83) 

5'  11",  45.  Wish  to  meet  and  visit 
her  sisters  in  Canada  and  USA, 
mainly  during  summer  and  Christ- 
mas time.  Like  to  dress,  to  live  and 
to  shop  all  week  as  a woman.  Seek- 
ing new  friends  to  do  social  activi- 
ties together.  Please  write  me,  I will 
answer. . 


MONICA  MARTIN 
(CAN-P-M5638-K9601-81 ) 
MWM,  professional.  Striving  for 
fulltime  living  with  understand- 
ing SO.  Likes:  music,  sports  & 
making  friends.  Write  if  you  have 
similar  likes. 


SWITZERLAND 


CLAUDIA  B. 

(SWITZERLAND-P-M5334- 
K1 1843-81) 

TS  interested  in  meeting  other 
TG  sisters  in  USA/Europe.  Love 
being  feminine  and  ladylike. 
Often  en  femme  in  public.  Like 
to  correspond  with  other 
Transgender  people. 


TRANS-PERSONALS  POLICY 

Listings  must  be  free  of  salacious  material  and  are  subject  to  editorial  revision. 
Although  we  attempt  to  publish  as  many  photos  as  possible,  they  are  run  on 
the  basis  of  space  available  and  suitability.  The  cut-off  date  for  listings  is  ap- 
proximately 30  days  before  publication — or  60  days  before  subscribers  receive 
copies.  Listings  received  after  this  date  will  appear  in  the  following  issue.  If 
your  listing  was  sent  in  prior  to  that  date,  please  contact  us  and  we  will  look 
into  it.  Write:  Trans-personals,  IFGE,  PO  Box  229,  Waltham  MA  02254-0229. 


AUSTRIA 


PETA  WILSON 

(AUSTRIA-P-M2516-K3664-81 ) 
Aussie  TG:  almost  full-time.  Love  to 
correspond  and  swap  pics.  Interests: 
music,  film,  clothes.  Writer/author  by 
profession. 


BRAZIL 


RICK.  G. 

(BRA-M4560-0990-8 1 ) 

30-years-old,  single,  bi.  I would  like 
to  make  friends  with  TV/TS/CDs.  I 
love  lingerie  and  high  heels.  I can 
travel  anywhere.  All  letters  answered. 


SUSANNE  ANDERS 
(AUSTRIA-M2774-K4604-80) 

Hetero  CD,  dressing  since  youth,  end 
50s.  Member  IFGE,  Tri-Ess.  Wife  ac- 
cepts, but  not  supportive.  So-so 
passer,  but  going  out.  Travel  exten- 
sively in  Europe  and  USA:  Fall  Har- 
vest, Fantasia  Fair,  Holiday  En  Femme, 
etc.  Would  like  to  correspond  with 
CDs  and  partners.  Like  travelling, 
mountains,  music,  fashions. 


BAHAMAS 


VICKY  SAWYER 
(BAH  AMAS-P-M4639-K 1 0237-83) 
Wife,  daughters  and  some  caring 
friends  supportive.  Into  boating,  fish- 
ing, camping.  Jeweler  skilled  in  mfg./ 
design.  Would  like  to  relocate  to  US  or 
Canada.  Would  love  to  hear  from 
couples  coming  to  the  Bahamas.  Friends 
we  met:  our  computer  crashed  and  we 
lost  addresses.  Please  write! 
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Will  There 
be  Blue 
Eyeshadow 
in  Heaven, 
or.  Is  God  a 
Crossdresser? 

J.J.  Allen 

Having  just  bailed  my  friend  Paul  out 
of  the  jail  ward  of  the  county  hos- 
pital, the  two  of  us  sat  on  the  court 
house  steps  reading  a copy  of  the 
arrest  report.  “Suspect  was  oh 
served  driving  recklessly  while  looking 
in  the  rearview  mirror  of  his  vehicle. 
Suspect  was  using  rearview  mirror  to 
apply  blue  eyeshadow  and  conse- 
quently did  not  see  the  oncoming  bus.  The  unconscious 
suspect  was  discovered  to  be  a crossdressed  male  when  dis- 
robed in  the  emergency  room,"  the  report  stated. 

“What  the  hell  were  you  doing  putting  on  blue 
eyeshadow  while  you  were  driving?"  I asked  my  friend. 

"I... I... I guess  I just  wanted  to  pass,"  Paul  stam- 
mered. "You  know  how  women  put  on  makeup  when  they 
drive?Well,  I guess  I just  wanted  to  look  like  a woman." 

"Oh,  now  that  makes  sense.  Putting  on  eyeshadow 
while  you're  driving  is  a great  passing  technique!" 

Paul  looked  down  at  the  ground,  hurt  that  I would 
scold  him  in  his  time  of  need. 

"Look,  Paul,  I'm  sorry,  maybe  I was  out  of  line, 
but  even  real  women  shouldn't  apply  makeup  when  they're 
driving.  Anyway,  what  happened  to  the  bus-load  of  senior 
citizens  you  ran  into?" 

"Nothing!  I mean,  yeah,  they  were  delayed  on  their 
trip  to  Disneyland,  so  I guess  that's  bad  enough.  But  none 
of  them  were  hurt,  although  one  of  them  claimed  to  have 
lost  her  dentures." 

"And  how  about  you?  Are  you  alright? 

"I  guess  I am  if  they  let  me  out  of  the  hospital.  The 
last  thing  I remember  about  the  accident  was  waking  up  in 
the  emergency  room.  The  triage  nurses  were  cutting  away 
my  dress  and  I'm  thinking,  'Uh  oh,  here's  where  they  dis- 
cover Mr.  Happy.'  " 

"So  what  happened?” 

"Well,  they  cut  my  dress  off,  and  I remember  both 
of  them  looking  at  each  other  when  they  saw  my  garter 


belt.  It  was  like  they  don't  see  a lot  of  women  wearing  gar- 
ter belts.  So  they  cut  off  my  black  lace  garter  belt,  then 
they  snipped  my  panties  off  and  wallah!  They  both  get 
grins  from  ear  to  ear  and  motion  some  of  the  other  medical 
people  over.  I'm  woozy  from  whatever  pain  medication  they 
had  given  me,  but  I'm  still  coherent  enough  to  know  what's 
going  on.  I can't  tell  you  how  embarrassed  I was.  Then 
suddenly  it  happened!" 

"What?" 

"I  was  floating  above  my  body!" 

"You  had  an  out  of  body  experience?" 

"Yep.  I guess  it  was  the  trauma  of  the  whole  thing, 
you  know,  the  accident,  the  ambulance  ride,  and  being 
discovered  crossdressed." 

"What  was  it  like?" 

"I  was  floating  above  my  body.  Then  I saw  a tunnel 
with  a bright  light  at  the  end,  and  I'm  thinking  that  this 
can't  be  happening  to  me.  It's  just  like  all  the  New  Age 
books  say,  except  that  instead  of  feeling  blissful  I'm  just 
really  feeling  stressed,  like  I don't  want  to  go  towards  the 
light." 

"So  what  did  you  do?" 

"I  looked  back  down  at  my  body  and  I noticed 

that  I was  wearing  blue  eyeshadow.  Then  it  hit  me: 

I was  putting  on  blue  eyeshadow  when  I got  in  the 

wreck!" 

"Yeah,  so,  I don't  get  the  connection." 

"You  can't  see  the  connection?  J.J.  come  on,  you're 
supposed  to  be  Mr.  Metaphysical  and  you  don't  see  the 
connection?" 

"No,  Paul,  I don't  see  the  connection  between  your 
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accident  and  blue  eyeshadow." 

"There's  no  blue  eyeshadow  in  heaven!" 

"What?" 

"Sweet  Jesus,  can't  you  see  my  point,  J.J.?  Look, 
the  only  way  you  can  crossdress  is  if  you  have  a body!  If 
you  die  and  go  up  to  heaven  you  can't  crossdress  because 
spirits  don't  wear  clothes  or  even  have  a sex!  They're  all 
neuters  in  heaven!" 

"I  think  you  mean  they're  all  genderless,  Paul." 

"Genderless,  neutered,  it's  all  the  same  damn 

thing!" 

"No  it  isn't.  Being  neutered  is  very  different  from 
being  genderless..." 

"Okay,  okay,  fine,  have  it  your  way.  I'm  not  going 
to  argue  over  words  with  someone  who  thinks  he's  a writer. 
My  point  is  that  you  can't  get  crossdressed  in  heaven!" 

"And  this  is  bad?" 

"Oh  come  on,  who  are  you  kidding!  You  know  as 
well  as  I do  that  all  CD's  will  miss  the  pleasures  of  cross- 
dressing when  we  arrive  in  the  afterlife." 

"I  guess  I had  always  thought  there  would  be  some 
kind  of  holodeck  in  the  afterlife  that  would  allow  me  to  at 
least  experience  the  illusion  of  physical  pleasures.  I mean, 
what  fun  would  heaven  be  without  crossdressing?  Oh 
great,  now  I'm  disturbed  by  what  you're  saying.  I just  hate 
to  think  that  God  would  take  crossdressing  away  from  me; 
what  would  that  leave  me  in  heaven?  Harp  music? 

"Aha!  My  point  exactly!  So  when  I looked  down 
at  my  body  and  saw  that  I was  wearing  blue  eyeshadow  I 
knew  that  my  time  on  earth  wasn't  ended.  I knew  that  I 
had  to  return  to  my  body  because  I wasn't  ready  to  give 
up  crossdressing!" 

"Now  wait  a minute,  Paul.  We're  getting  carried 
away.  I think  that  in  heaven  we'll  transcend  the  need  to 
crossdress  because  the  radiant  bliss  of  God  will  outshine 
the  pleasure  of  dressing  like  a woman.  I'm  sure  it's  some- 
thing spiritual  like  that,  don't  you?" 

"The  radiant  bliss  of  God,  my  ass!  No,  I just  can't 
see  how  heaven  could  be  enjoyable  if  it  means  giving  up 
the  exotic  pleasures  of  life.  That's  why  I think  it's  better  to 
stay  in  the  body  for  as  long  as  possible,  like  Virginia." 

"Well  first  of  all,  who  said  that  God  won't  allow 
us  to  experience  the  delights  of  crossdressing  in  heaven? 
You  can't  prove  that  God  won't  allow  it." 

"And  you  can't  prove  that  God  will  allow  it." 

"You're  right,  but  you'll  still  die  eventually." 

"Exactly,  and  you  can't  take  your  clothes  and  cos- 
metics to  heaven!" 

"So  let  us  eat,  drink,  and  crossdress  for  tomorrow 
we  die?" 

"Spoken  like  a true  Epicurean." 

"Nah,  I don't  buy  it,  Paul.  I think  you  have  a 
screwed  up  view  of  the  afterlife.  I think  there  will  be  more 
pleasure  available  in  heaven  than  here  on  earth." 

"Then  let  me  ask  you  this:  If  God  asked  you  to 
give  up  crossdressing  right  now,  could  you?" 

"I  can't  imagine  that  God  would  ask  me  to  do  that, 
especially  since  transgenderism  is  likely  rooted  in  the  brain. 
It  would  be  like  God  asking  me  to  betray  my  very  nature," 
I opined. 

"You're  avoiding  the  question,  pilgrim." 

"No,  I don't  think  I could  give  it  up,  but  what's 


your  point  in  asking?" 

"My  point  is  this:  If  you  can't  give  it  up  now,  how 
will  you  be  able  to  give  it  up  in  heaven?" 

"And  that's  my  point.  I don't  know  that  I'll  have 
to  give  it  up  in  heaven." 

"But  you  just  said  that  it's  rooted  in  the  brain, 
and,  as  you  won't  have  any  gray  mass  in  heaven,  where 
then,  I ask  you  , will  your  crossdressing  exist?" 

"I  don't  know." 

"See,  you  can't  have  it  both  ways.  If  crossdressing 
is  rooted  in  biology,  then  it  won't  exist  in  the  afterlife  where 
there  is  no  flesh.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  a spiritual 
quality  like  love,  then  why  does  it  require  clothing?"  Paul 
asked  me  with  apparent  glee. 

"If  love  is  to  be  expressed,  it  too  requires  a form 
in  which  to  appear." 

"A  form,  yes.  But  clothing  no." 

"Except  when  you  get  married,  then  love  requires 
clothing." 

"But  you  only  need  a gown  and  a tuxedo  if  you 
have  a formal  ceremony." 

"Okay,  then,  there  you  have  it,"  I reasoned.  "Cross- 
dressing is  a formal,  spiritual  ceremony  that  requires  cloth- 
ing. It  is  of  both  heaven  and  earth,  just  as  is  love." 

Paul  looked  skyward  for  a moment  and  then  said, 
"Yes,  maybe  it  is  that  way.  Maybe  earthly  eyeshadow  fore- 
shadows the  eternal  eyeshadow.  Perhaps  Plato  was  right. 
Perhaps  crossdressing  exists  perfectly  in  the  mind  of  God 
as  a form  and  we  express  it  imperfectly." 

"I  agree.  But  maybe  we  could  even  further  and 
say  that  God  is  the  ultimate  crossdresser." 

"How  so?" 

"Alan  Watts  spoke  of  God  forgetting  who  'he'  was 
so  that  he  could  manifest  as  all  the  separate  beings  and 
forms  in  the  universe.  If  this  is  the  case,  then  God 
crossdresses  in  the  forms  of  nature,  culture,  and  every- 
thing else  we  experience." 

"So  are  you  saying  that  we,  and  everyone  and  ev- 
erything else,  are  actually  God  crossdressed  in,  well,  the 
drag  of  the  universe?" 

"The  universe  as  a form  divine  drag?  It  has  a Zen- 
like  appeal  to  it,  I have  to  admit.  The  only  difference  would 
be  that,  according  to  Watts,  God  has  forgotten  who  he  is 
and  so  doesn't  realize  that  he's  engaged  in  a form  of  drag 
we  call  the  universe." 

"This  would  make  sense,  especially  if  one  were  to 
argue  that  the  best  drag  queens  are  those  who  don't  real- 
ize they're  doing  drag.  Perhaps  someone  like  you,  for  ex- 
ample, when  you  have  on  your  big  hair  and  sequins." 

"Wait  a minute,  that's  hardly  drag!" 

"You  make  my  point  for  me,  bitch." 

"Okay,  enough  of  the  compliments.  At  least  can 
we  agree  that  there  will  be  blue  eyeshadow  in  heaven?" 

"I  am  converted.  As  above,  so  below,"  Paul  said. 

"So  now  do  you  wish  you  had  gone  towards  the 

light?" 

"No." 

"Why?" 

"Because  even  if  God  is  a fellow  crossdresser,  I 
would  still  feel  tacky  meeting  her  in  blue  eyeshadow!" 

(J.  J.  Allen,  the  pseudonymous  author  of  the  bestselling  book,  The 

Man  in  the  Red  Velvet  Dress:  Inside  the  World  of  Crossdressing,  is  a long- 
time member  of  the  California  TG  community.) 
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IT'S  TIME  TO  NOMINATE 
YOUR  CANDIDATES  FOR  THE  1998 
TRANSGENDER  COMMUNITY  AWARDS 


The  Virginia  Prince 
Lifetime  Contribution  Award 
The  Trinity  Awards 
The  Partners  in  Diversity  Award 

(Please  read  carefully,  then  fill  out  the  nomination  forms  and  return  it  by 
August  15,  1997  to:  Winnie  Brant,  PO  Box  741,  Schenectady,  NY  12301- 
0741.) 

The  IFGE  Awards  Committee  is  asking  for  your  help  in 
searching  for  candidates  for  the  1998  Virginia  Prince  Award,  the  1998 
Trinity  Awards,  and  the  1998  Partners  in  Diversity  Award,  These 
awards  will  be  presented  during  the  12th  Annual  IFGE  Convention  to 
be  held  on  March  24-29,  1998  in  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada. 

The  Virginia  Prince  and  Trinity  Awards  are  the  transgender 
community's  highest  awards.  They  are  the  TG  community's  “Nobel 
Prizes."  Although  these  awards  are  sponsored  by  IFGE  and  coordi- 
nated by  the  IFGE  Awards  Committee,  they  are  not  intended  to  be 
IFGE's  awards.  The  Selections  Academy  consists  of  24  to  36  experi- 
enced and  respected  members  and  friends  of  the  transgender  com- 
munity, who  have  agreed  to  serve  as  electors  in  selecting  the  recipi- 
ents of  the  Virginia  Prince  and  Trinity  Awards.  The  members  of  the 
Selections  Academy  are  not  necessarily  members  of  IFGE.  Since  the 
nominations  are  made  by  the  transgender  community  at  large,  and 
the  final  selections  are  made  by  the  Academy,  these  awards  are  truly 
the  transgender  community's  awards. 


The  Virginia  Prince  Lifetime  Contribution  Award  is  the 
transgender  community's  highest  award,  and  is  given  to  the  person 
who  has  made  the  greatest  lifetime  contribution  to  our  community.  It 
honors  leaders,  founders,  and  pioneers  who  have  provided  the  effort 
over  a period  of  years. 

Previous  Virginia  Prince  Lifetime  Contribution 
Award  Recipients 

Virginia  Prince  1987 
Merissa  Sherril  Lynn  1988 
Ariadne  Kane  1989 
Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  1990 
Betty  Ann  Lind  1991 
Naomi  Owens  1992 
Carol  Beecroft  1993 
Ellen  Summers  1994 
Yvonne  Cook-Riley  1995 
Sheila  Kirk,  MD  1996 
Eve  Burchert  1997 

The  Trinity  Awards  are  our  community's  second  highest 
awards.  They  honor  our  heroes  and  heroines,  people  who  have  per- 
formed extraordinary  acts  of  courage  and  love.  Trinity  Award  recipi- 
ents can  be  community  members  or  non-members,  medical  or  mental 
health  professionals. 


0 fQ\o\o<lue 


Americas  foremost  transformation  Make-up  Artist 

presents  his  NEW  line  of  Dresses, 

Jackets  and  Suits  designed  tor  the  MALE  body! 
featuring:  Make-up,  Breast  forms,  Corsets,  shoes, 

Boots,  Gloves  and  Purses. 

A complete  transformation  package  for  every  Crossdresser! 

When  you're  in  the  Los  Angeles  area... 

please  stop  by  tor  a makeover  or  private  lesson. 

We're  at  12457  Ventura  Boulevard, 

Sutdio  City,  CA 
phone:  1-818-761-6650 


Send  Check  or  Money  Order 
for  $10.00  to  the 


Jim  Bridges  Catalogue 
P.0.  Box  4715 

North  Hollywood,  CA  91617-0715 

phone  1-818-755-9327 
fax  1-818-755-7942 


NOMINATION  FORM 

VIRGINIA  PRINCE  LIFETIME  CONTRIBUTION 
AWARD  1998 

Criteria  of  Eligibility 

Virginia  Prince  Lifetime  Contribution  Award  nominees  must 
be  individuals  who  have  made  a lifetime  contribution  to  our  commu- 
nity. The  recipient  is  honored  during  a formal  evening  program  at  the 
Convention  and  receives  a personal  wall  plaque.  In  addition,  his  or  her 
name  is  inscribed  on  a permanent  wall  plaque  and  documentation  of 
the  recipient's  contributions  will  be  placed  in  the  1FGE  archives.  The 
recipient  must: 

(1)  Be  a living  member  of  the  transgender  community. 

(2)  Be  a leader  or  pioneer  who  has  been  instrumental  in 
the  development  of  the  transgender  community. 

(3)  Have  actively  served  the  transgender  community  for  a mini- 
mum of  ten  years. 

One  nominee,  please.  Your  name  will  be  listed  on  the  ballot  as  a supporter 
of  your  candidate. 

Please,  return  this  form  by  August  15,  1997  to: 

Winnie  Brant,  PO  Box  741,  Schenectady,  NY  12301-0741 

Your  name: 

Date: 

Your  address: 

Phone: 

j (your  name  will  be  listed  on  the  ballot  as  a supporter  of  your  candidate) 

Please  supply  the  following  information  about  your  nominee: 

Name: 

I 

Phone  (if  known): 

Address: 

i Nominee's  qualifications  for  Virginia  Prince  Lifetime  Contribution  Award 
(in  your  opinion): 


Attach  1-3  paragraphs  in  support  of  your  nominee. 


NOMINATION  FORM  - TRINITY  AWARDS  1998 

Criteria  of  Eligibility 

Trinity  Awards  nominees  must  be  people  who  have  performed 
extraordinary  acts  of  love  and  courage  for  the  TG  community.  Nomi- 
nees need  not  be  transgendered  themselves.  They  can  be  any  living 
individual  or  couple.  Look  for  little  known  or  unacknowledged  people 
who  have  done  something  extraordinary. 

Your  name: 

Date:  

Your  address: 

Phone: 


One  nominee,  please.  Your  name  will  be  listed  on  the  ballot  as  a supporter 
of  your  candidate) 

For  only  one  nominee  (that  person  whom  you  believe  is  most  deserv- 
ing), pleasesupply: 

Name: 

Phone  (if  known): 

Address: 

Nominee's  qualifications  for  Virginia  Prince  Lifetime  Contribution 
Award  (in  your  opinion): 


Attach  1-3  paragraphs  in  support  of  your  nominee. 


NOMINATION  FORM  - PARTNERS  IN  DIVERSITY 
AWARD  1998 

Criteria  of  Eligibility 

Partners  in  Diversity  Award  nominees  must  be  companies, 
corporations,  and  government  agencies  that  have  adopted  comprehen- 
sive policies  of  diversity  regarding  employment  and  service  to  cus- 
tomers or  clients.  The  policy  must  be  all-inclusive,  specifying  non- 
discrimination on  the  basis  of  race,  ethnicity,  religion,  sex,  sexual  ori- 
entation, or  disabilities,  as  well  as  transgender.  The  Awards  Commit- 
tee will  seek  documentation  to  verify  the  eligibility  of  any  nominees, 
and  make  recommendations  to  the  IFGE  Board  of  Directors,  who  will 
determine  the  final  selection. 

(One  nominee,  please)  (Your  name  will  be  listed  on  the  ballot  as  a 
supporter  of  your  candidate) 

Your  name: 

Date: 

Your  address: 

Phone: 

(your  name  will  be  listed  on  the  ballot  as  a supporter  of  your  candidate) 

Please  supply  the  following  information  about  your  nominee: 

Name: 

Phone  (if  known): 

Address: 

Nominee's  qualifications  for  Partners  in  Diversity  Award  (in  your 
opinion): 


Attach  1-3  paragraphs  in  support  of  your  nominee. 

Please,  return  this  form  by  August  15,  1997  to: 

Winnie  Brant,  PO  Box  741,  Schenectady,  NY  12301-0741 

(This  form  may  be  copied  for  anyone  who  wishes  to  make  a separate 
nomination.) 
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THE  HERO’S  JOURNEY:The  3rd  Annual 
All-FTM 

Conference  of  the  Americas 

August  8,9,10, 1997  in  Boston,  Massachusetts 

Join  the  Boston  FTM  community  for  2 1 /2  days  of  workshops,  panels,  seminars,  presentation,  networking,  socializing, 
and  partying  for  all  FTMs  and  their  partners  and  friends. 

Provisional  panel  and  workshop  topics  include:  Coming  Out,  Sexuality,  Tricks  of  the  Trade,  Parents  of  FTMs  Panel, 

FTMs  as  parents  panel,  Children  of  FTMs,  Partners  of  FTMs,  Queer  Sexuality  Issues, 

Young  Men’s  Issues,  Coming  Out,  Finding  a Partner,  and  many  others. 

Provisional  Speakers,  panelists,  and  events  include:  James  Green,  FTM  International,  Michael  Kirk,  Enterprize  Group, 
Leslie  Feinberg,  Diane  Ellaborn  LICSW,  Stuart  Chipkin,  MD,  Paul  Costas,  MD,  Ellie  Altman,  PFLAG,  an  FTM  art  exhibit, 
and  the  documentary  “You  Don’t  Know  Dick.” 

Registration  Fees,  per  person  (nonrefundable  after  July  15).  Registration  fee  includes  all  sessions  from  Friday,  August  8 at 
6pm  to  Sunday.  August  10th  2:30pm. 

$60  if  postmarked  on  or  before  July  1 and  July  31 . 

$75  if  postmarked  on  or  after  July  31  or  at  the  door. 

Snacks  and  beverages  will  be  provided.  But  you  will  need  to  provide  for  your  own  transportation,  lodging  & and  meals. 

Some  work/exchange  discounts  on  registration  fees  are  available  for  those  who  wish  to  volunteer  work  before  during,  or 
after  the  conference.  A limited  number  of  partial-registration  fee  scholarships  are  available  to  those  who  would  otherwise 
not  be  able  to  attend.  We  will  try  to  assist  those  who  can’t  find  or  afford  lodging;  please  let  us  know  if  you  will  require  this 
assistance. 

When  we  receive  your  paid  registration.  We  will  send  you  a confirmation  postcard.  Additional  information  and  materials  will 
follow  later.  For  Info  Call  61 7-639-7968  or  61 7-899-2212.  E-mail  IFGE@worldnet.att.net 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

Today’s  Date: Arriving:  8/ /97  Departing:  8/ /97 

Mailing  Name(s): Name(s)  for  Badge(s): 

Address: City/State/Zip 

Phone  (optional): Email  (if  applicable) 

Do  you  need  assistance  with  lodging?  Yes_ No Number  of  beds  required? 

Smoking  or  non?: 

Any  allergies?: 

Do  you  have  any  special  needs? 

Make  check  or  money  order  (do  not  send  cash)  payable  to:  BFTMC.  There  will  be  a $20  charge  for  returned  checks. 


Mail  to:  BFTMC,  P.O.  Box  193,  Bellingham,  MA  02019 


(> 

America’s  Premier 
Transformation  Service 
in  America’s  Coolest  City... 
Seattle! 


^Emerald  fantasy 

^Whcre  < [)ream  pjtmc  becomes  (I^caf pjimc 


One-Day  Packages  From  $299 
Call  Angel  - 253-265-8867 
On  the  Web  — www.allcitynet.com/emerald 

— 


T RAN  SFORM  ATION  S 


619-734-1585 


By  MNS 


Private  Transformations 
by  Appointment 


MNS,  P.O.  Box  1533 
Vista,  CA  92085-1533 


Shopping  Available 
Complete  Instruction 

For  FREE  Information 
Write  To 


All  Correspondance  Answered  Immediately  - 13  years  Experience 
Bed  and  Breakfast  Available 
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/or  /dalloioeeners  and  v/9 nbetureeners  ! 

$5  95  for  tne  current  issue 

Complete  this  form  and  send  your  check  or  money  order  to 
DRAGAZINE  • PO  BOX  461795  • DEPT  T 
WEST  HOLLYWOOD  CA  90046 
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Visit  Our 
Web  Site: 

http://www.tiac.net/users/dba/ 

ifge/ifge.htm 


Psychic 
Astrologist 
Dream  Analyst 

Do  you  want  to  know  what 
the  future  holds  for  you?  Do 
you  want  to  know  if,  who,  and 
how  you'll  meet  your  perfect 
mate?  Do  you  want  to  know 
what  the  stars  have  in  store 
for  you?  Do  you  want  to  know 
about  Money,  Finance,  Busi- 
ness, Relocation...?  Do  you 
want  to  know  what  your 
dreams  and  your  recurring 
dreams  are  telling  you?  100% 
accurate!  Call  for  free 
sample  reading! 

(310) 289-7818, 

California. 


GenderTalk 

Speaking  the  language  of  gender 


WMBR  88.1  FM  Wednesdays  8:30  PM  Cambridge 
listen  OVER  THE  web  at  WWW.GCND6RTALK.COM 
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NAME  IS  RALPH. 


BUT 

MY  FRIENDS 
CALL  ME  RACHEL. 


People  are  full  of  surprises.  Just  like  tile 
cross  dressing  phone  classes  at  Miss \ era  s Academy. 

Call  1-900-884-VERA  (S2.<)<)/min.  \<lult->  only.) 

WATCH  FOR  MISS  VERA'S  BOOK  FROM  DOUBLEDAY  PUBLISHING  COMING  IN  1997. 

>o 

& 


MISS 

VERAS 

FINISHING  SCHOOL 

I or  Ho  rs  II  ho  II  anl  To  Hr  dirts 
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loydia's 

TV  Fashions  Since  1981 


FROM  HEAD  TO  TOE... 


HI// 


SHOES  TO  SIZE  15W  BOOTS  IN  MEN  S SIZES 


PADDED  FOUNDATIONS 


BEARD  COVER 


...  WHERE  YOUR  FEMININE 
EXPERIENCE  BEGINS! 


WHEN  IN  TOWN.  VISIT  LYDIA  S FOR  A MAKEOVER  OR 
MANICURE.  CHANGING  ROOMS  AVAILABLE. 


SINCE  1981,  “THE  SEARS  ROEBUCK" 
OF  CROSSDRESSING.  PHONE,  FAX  OR 
SEND  FOR  OUR  NEW  1997  CATALOG, 
ONLY  $10.00. 


VISIT  LYDIA  S WEB  SITE  AT 
WWW  . LYDIASTV  . COM 


13835-37  VENTURA  BLVD 

SHERMAN  OAKS,  CA  91423 


MON-SAT  • 12  TO  8 PM  • (818)  995-7195 


MASTERCARD  & VISA  WELCOME 


WANTED 


All  Gender  Outlaws  & 
Transgender  Warriors 
to  attend  the 


Keynote  by  Les  Feinberg 

September  24-28,  1997 

Stapleton  Plaza  Hotel.  Denver.  Colorado 

(303)  443-6409 

or  E-mail  to:  GICofColo@AOL.com 

Sponsored  by  GDJ  Enterprises  and  the 

Gentler  identity  Center  of  Colorado,  Inc. 

Come  for  the  Beauty,  leave  with  Something  o f Value 


A NEW  IDEA  IN  BREAST  FORMS 
$79.95  PER  PAIR 

I wouldn't  say  that  my  "plastic  worm  material"  breast  forms  are  better 
than  the  expensive  ones,  but  I have  2,000+  satisfied  customers! 
Ask  around  about  'em!  They  don't  "glue  on",  the  nipple  isn't 
colored,  but  they  have  the  right  weight,  bounce,  and  feel. 

IF,  AFTER  TEN  DAYS,  YOU  AREN’T  SATISFIED, 

RETURN  THEM  FOR  A FULL  REFUND!!! 
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Smaller  sizes  available. 


ED  HALL  BOX  501  WILLIAMSTOWN,  MA  01267 

Sizes  8 thru  16  are  $79.95  PER  PAIR. 

18  & 20  are  $99.95,  24  & 28  are  $119.95 

Send  check  or  money  order.  Outside  U.S.  add  shipping. 
NY  Res. add  8%  tax.  State  form  size  or  bra  and  cup  size 


Web  Site 

www. virtual-showcase  .com/llc/breast/form.html 
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Reluctant  Press  proudly  offers  the  followin 


CB&(EL  9&W  GRpSS‘D$£SS‘L%.9&VrELS 


Creating  Christine  (By  Diane  ‘Woods 

Chris  was  a young  man  with  a future. 

His  father’s  business  was  large  and  suc- 
cessful, and  Chris  was  the  heir-apparent.  But 
when  his  secretary  learned  of  his  love  of  dress- 
ing like  a pretty  girl,  that  future  changed  dra- 
matically. 

Chris  found  himself  manipulated  by  a 
shrewd  and  dominating  woman,  a woman  who 
was  obsessed  with  Creating  Christine. 

Book  No,  247  $7.00 


Jesse  And  Jessica  ‘By  Laura  (Jtaden 

Jesse’s  mother’s  sorrow  over  the  lost  of  his 
sister  at  birth,  turns  Jesse’s  Senior  year  into  a 
year  of  revelation,  as  he  tries  to  please  his 
mother  and  girlfriend. 

Join  us  as  Jesse  and  Jessica  finds  the  love 
and  happiness  that  we  all  long  for. 

Book  No.  248  $10.00 


BJLLUCTAJ^L  B3JESS 
ISBBOU'D  LO 

A9i9iOU9iCE  OZl^CALALOgZlL  C0ih(TAIihil9tg 
OVEJ1240  *(EW  ?ICTl09l(TlfILfES 

Ttt9lByC%pSSL)$£SS'E%$ 

L9jJOyML9ff 

MAIL  COUPON  &.  FIVE  DOLLARS 
MONEY  ORDER  OR  CHECK 
FOR 

MONTHLY  NEWSLETTERS 
& 

CATALOGUE 

TO 

RELUCTANT  PRESS 
POB  11936 
UNCOLNIA  STATION 
ALEXANDRIA,  VA.  22312 
THIS  SAME  FIVE  DOLLARS  WILL  BE 
APPLIED  TOWARDS  YOUR  FIRST 


Trice  Of  Beauty  By  Sfiaron  Moore 

Meet  Tyler.  A 21year  old  virgin  blessed  with 
a beautiful  face,  and  cursed  with  fears  of  sexual 
inadequacy. 

See  Leigh  Rush.  A high  fashion  model  & Ty- 
ler’s fiance. 

Enter  Monica  Masters.  An  older  woman  with 
a talent  for  turning  pretty  boys  into  girls. 

When  the  three  of  them  get  together,  you’ll 
discover  The  Price  of  Beauty.  MILD  B&D  (X 
Rated)  Book  249  $10.00 


I AM  21  YEARS  OLD,  OR  OLDER:  Signa- 
ture:  

BOOKS  ORDERED 

(PLEASE  PRINT  INFORMATION  REQUESTED  BELOW) 

FOR  POSTAGE  & HANDLING:  BOOKS  MAILED  FIRST 
CLASS 

US,  Canada,  & Mexico:  Enclose:$1  per  book  up  to  $3.50  Max. 
International:  $1  per  book  to  total  number  of  books, 

Then  add  $3.50  to  total. 

AMOUNT  ENCLOSED 

For  P&A  + Books  TOTAL 

(Payment  In  US  $ Only  By  Check  or  Money  Order.) 

MAKE  CHECK  PAYABLE  TO: 

FRIENDLY  APPLICATIONS  POB  11936  UNCOLNIA 
STATION  ALEXANDRIA,  VA.,  22312 

MAILING  NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: 

ZIP: 


STATE: 


AMERICAN  EXPRESS  CARD 

FULL  NAME  ON  CARD: 

BILLING 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: 


OPTIMA  CARD 


TELEPHONE  NUMBER:  (_ 

CARD  NUMBER:AMEX  or  Optima  Only 


STATE: 

_) 


ZIP: 


EXPIRATION  DATE:  MONTH. 


YEAR 


BOOK  PURCHASES  ARE  NON-REFUNDABLE 
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Thfce  en  the  tl/tldude 

HOME  OF  THE  CANADIAN  CROSSDRESSERS  CLUB  EXPANDS  THEIR  IMAGE: 

The  Canadian  Transgender  Resource  Centre 


E-Mail:  info@wildside.org 
Web  Site:  www.wildside.org 


• Call  or  Write  for  a 
FREE  information 
package! 


• Transformations 

• Photo  Sessions 

• Afternoon  Femininity 
Workshops 

• Video  Sessions 

• Leg  Waxing 

• Eyebrow  Plucking 

• Makeup 

• Fully  Stocked  Boutique 

• Overnight  Stays 


Dr.  Heather  Davies  m.d. 

•Practice  limited  to  the  treatment  of 
gender  dysphoria  and  associated  conditions. 

APPOINTMENTS  AVAILABLE  FOR 
CANADIAN  AND  US  PATIENTS 

NOW  OPEN  SEVEN  DA  YS 

MON  - FRI  10am -7pm 
SATURDAY  10am -11pm 
SUNDAY  Noon  - 4pm 


Our  Famous  VIDEOS. 


SO  YOU  WANT  TO 
BE  A CROSSDRESSER, 
EH? 

Paddy  Aldridge's  unique 
make-up  (and  more)  video 
for  CrossDressers. 


SOME  GIRLS 

What  it  takes  to  be  a 
Drag  Queen 

Take  three  guys  from  small 
town  Canada  and  see  how 
they  become  professional 
Drag  Queens! 


MORGAN  HOLLIDAY 

On  stage,  backstage  and  at 
home,  Morgan  Holliday  is 
always  a blast! 


WIG  CARE 

By  Chantall,  Volume  1 

Covers  washing,  setting,  and 
general  wig  care. 


WHY  DO  I 
CROSSDRESS? 

A humourous  and  insightful 
look  at  the  motivations 
behind  eighteen  real  life 
CrossDressers. 


THE  JACKIE  LOREN 
MAKE-UP  VIDEO 

Adapt  professional  drag 
techniques  to  everyday 
CrossDressing  make-up. 


THE  CROSSDRESSER 
AND  THE 
DOMINATRIX! 


Need  we  say  more? 


ELEGANCE  AND 

PERSONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

For  poise  and  charm  when 
you're  a girl. 


nu 


m 


* 


THE  JACKIE  LOREN 
MEMORIAL  DRAG 
VIDEO 

Jackie's  life  is  highlighted  in 
10  years  of  shows. 


ACTING  LIKE  A GIRL 

An  actor’s  approach  to 
release  the  woman  within 
and  learn  to  pass  with 
confidence. 


ag  Queens 

1 


DRAG  QUEENS 
INTERNATIONAL 

Current  issue.  $15.00 


TAKE  A WALK  ON 
THE  WILDSIDE 

Catalogue  $20.00 


VIDEOS:  1/s3995  3/$99°°  5/s150°°  (Plus  s500  each  Shipping  & Handling)  ALL  PRICES  IN  CANADIAN  DOLLARS 


....and  our  NEWEST  VIDEO  SERIES: 

PREMIERE  EPISODE! 


The  Wacky  Adventures  of 
the  Wild  Women  of  Wildside! 

Entertaining,  sexy,  fun,  wild  and  wacky: 

The  Series  you  wish  was  on  television! 

( pictured  left  to  right:  Beauticia,  Roxy  and  Alecia  ) 


161  Gerrard  St  E.,  Toronto,  M5A  2E4  • Telephone  (416)  921-6112 

CASH  • CHQ  • MO  • VISA  • AMEX  • MC  ( CHARGES  APPEAR  AS  TORONTO  CDC  ) 


E-MAIL:  info  @wildside.org 


WEB  SITE:  http://www.wildside.org 


consultants 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 
(713)  768-2622 


http://www.insync.net/~crscross  email:  crscross@insync.net 


"Come  to  Houston  Texas,  shop  in  my  private  boutique,  then  let  me 
turn  you  from  male  to  female  with  my  total  transformation  process." 


Products 


Services 


“TCatAenlne  (^leUne.  Ocvnen 

Weekend  Get-A-Way 


• Attachable  silicone  breast  forms 

• Wigs 

• Clothes/shoes  (large  sizes) 

• Lingerie 

• Jewelry 


• Image  assessment 

• Shopping  trips 

• Transformations 

• Glamour  photography 

• Lessons  in  femininity 


Spend  t6e  u>ee&end  uuyntem! 


wear  attachable  breasts*  girls  day  out*  makeovers*  lessons*  photos 
dinner  and  dancing. .an  18  hr.  female  experience  you'll  never  forget! 

All  Day  Get-A-Way 

Spend  tAe  day  <*  utonum! 


makeover*  intense  lessons*  photos*  outing. ..8  hrs.  as  a woman 


Do  you  want  breasts  like  Audrey's? 

These  attachable  silicone  breast  forms  are  the 
highest  quality  offered  anywhere.  You  can 
easily  purchase  them  by  telephone  with  your 
credit  card.  They  will  be  sent  to  your  address 
discreetly  packaged  via  UPS . Please  know 
your  bra  size  before  calling.  Katherine  Claire 
personally  guarantees  your  satisfaction. 

AucOietj  jAyi,  '“7Ae4e  itceuli  ««  (HCteeUlle! 
~7Aecf  utippc  and  jepfle  u>Ae«,  *}  meue,  t/teif 
pel  eaeooeoe  teal.  *1  eevet  uuutt  ta  Calx 
tAem  " 


SWAN'S  AUDIO  INFORMATION  SERVICE  & ) >ATEUNE 

IN  USA  - 1 900  737-7926  "ext.  54“  AT  $ 1 .95  A MINUTE 

CREDIT  CARD/CHECK  CARDS,  PREPAID  PACKAGE  - CANADA  &.  USA 
"must  BE  AN  adult " 1 800  444-43 1 7 "ext  54"  AT  $2.00  A MINUTE 

‘eallSMe!!!^  f 


6) 


ON  YOUR  TOUCH  TONE  PHONE  - PRESS 
1,2.3, 4, 5.6,7  FOR  YOUR  MENU  CHOICE 

1)  Take  a 5 minute  TEST  and  find 
out  if  you're  a CD/TV/TG  or  TS. 

2)  Prescription  free  estrogen -Breast 
growth  ordering  information 
(pumps,  creams,  bras,  and  more). 

3)  Learn  to  become  a SISGiri, 
international  TG  Support  Group" 
leave  your  name  (or  write). 

4)  Samples  from  Fantasy  Playhouse 
Audio  Cassette  Tapes,  stories,  etc. 


5)  -DATELINE-  Menu 

TG  COUPLES  looking  for  couples 
TV/TSs  in  search  of  each  other, 

Guys  who  seek  TV/TSs 
Create  a long  term  voice  mail  box 
with  passcode.  Include  the  name  of 
any  magazine/page#  where  your 
personal  ad  and  photo  appears. 

Now  you  can  be  heard  and  seen! 

CALL  (408)  297-6900  for  more  information  - 


1 . - Coping  with  Grief 

2.  - Laser  & Hair  Removal 

3.  - Should  you  tell  boss  or  family? 

4.  - Should  you  tell  your  wife? 

5.  - Get  a phone  # of  your 

support  group. 


7)  TEEGEE  S EMPORIUM 

(a  continuously  updated  audio  database) 

I.-  "TS  Clinic"  addresses  and  phone; 
numbers  for  SRS  SURGEONS  worldwide. 
GENDER  THERAPIST  and  ELECTROLYSIS 
2."Femall"  addresses/phone#s  for 
catalogs:  shoes/hosiery, wigs/glasses, 
breastforms/bras/corsets,  dresses  A 
lingerie,  cosmetics,  walk-in  beauty 
salons  or  clothing  and  shoe  boutiques 
in  most  major  cities  in  the  USA  and  a 
limited  amount  in  Canada. 

3.  - "jumping  Bigenders  Bookworks"  | 
get  info  to  purchase  CD/TV/TS  mags, 
books  videos. 


Cygnus  Systems  Po  Box  1651  San  Jose  CA  9510 


. 


1/ 


yenus 

T Line 


A line  for  TV/TS, 
Pre-Ops,  X-Dressers, 
and  their  admirers. 


(1-800-836-8787) 

J In  6171508  a re  a codes 

Call  550-5465 

.20  1st  min. /.JO  ea.  addl. 

Instant  Credit 

Where  Everybody 
Dresses  For  The 

Occasion 


For  One  On  One 
Intimate  Conversation 
$29.00/30  min.  call 
MC/VISA/AMEX, 
PREPAY 
800-285-8888 


Full  Body  Electrolysis 

ecial  IFGE  Prici! 


c 


ff 


k 


Adai 
Electrology 
Associates 

Licensed  & Board  Certified 
Day/Evening/Saturday 
Appointments 

380  Lowell  St. 
Wakefield  MA 

617-245-0005 


(1/2  mile  from  exit  41,  Rte.  128/95) 


rimoz  i gallon,,  Unc. 


Personal  Service  in  a 
friendly  atmosphere. 
Dresses,  bras,  girdles, 
lingerie,  breast  forms, 
wigs,  hosery,  jewelry 
and  novelties. 

Mon  - Sat 

68  Albian  St.,  Wakefield, 
MA  01880 
617-245-1385 


Crossdresser  sessions. 

F eel  feminine , dress  up  and  relax  in  a 
comfortable  discrete  atmosphere.  Wigs,  clothing 
and  make-up  provided.  For  appointment  call: 

Barbra  M-F  at  61 7-245-6798 


Christine  Becker  L.I.C.S.W. 


Board  Certified  Diplomate  with 
N.A.S.W.  and  A.B.E.C.S.W. 

Individual  - Couple  - Family 
Evaluation  and  Counseling  for  the 
Transgender  Community 

341  Marrett  Road  (Rt.2A) 
Lexington,  MA02173 

(617)  862-6170 
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El  ectrology 

inc. 

The  Painless  Alternative 


Why  would  you  go  to  Texas  for  permanent  beard  removal? 

Because  of  a medically  researched  technique  designed  just  for  the  male  beard. 

It  prevents  scars,  and  it  prevents  regrowth. 

The  average  beard  takes  8-10  months  and  under  a hundred  hours,  and  it’s  gone  forever. 

If  you  are  serious  about  your  feminity,  then  give  your  face  the  shortest  possible  treatment  time, 

with  no  scars  or  regrowth. 

Electrology  2000 
972-416-3390 

2765  Trinity  Mills  #405,  Carrollton,  TX  75006. 

Owned  and  opperated  by  our  community,  helping  our  sisters  put  their  best  face  forward... 


Suzanne 
Anderer,  CPE 

Permanent  Hair  Removal 
A.E.A.  Board  Certified 
Teacher/Lecturer 
Electrologist 


Offering  techniques 
customized 
to  your  specific  needs 

1. )  Accelerated  Flash  (H.F.) 

2. )  Flash  (H.F.) 

3. )  Manual  High  Frequency 

4. )  Blend  - H.F.  - D.C. 

5. )  Multiple  Needle  Galvanic  D.C. 

6. )  Cataphoresis 


(815)  469-0050 

28  East  Lincoln  Highway 
(S.E.  Mall  on  Rt.  30  and  Rt45) 
Frankfort,  Illinois 


These  offices  believe  Electrolysis  is 
permanent  Hair  Removal  not  a 
breaking  down  process. 


Maria 
Alonge,  CPE 

Permanent  Hair  Removal 
AEA  Board  Certified  Electrologist 
Graduate  of  Arizona  State  School 
of  Electrolysis  in  1982 
Awarded  the  Ballet 
Gold  Probe  Award  1 996 

(602)  246-1966 

1 202  E.  Maryland  Avenue 
Suite  ID.  Phoenix,  Arizona 


Texture  of  hair  and  sensitivity  of  the  area  determine  techniques  best  suited  to  you. 
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GET  YOUR  OWN  PERSONAL  LISTING 


When  You  Subscribe  to 

TRANSGENDER  TAPESTRY 


HOW  TO  PLACE  A PERSONAL  LISTING: 

Fill  out  the  form  below.  Please  note  that  there  is  a word  limit  of  40  WORDS  for  the  text.  Your  ad  will  be  edited  for  length 
and  taste.  Please  be  discreet.  No  home  addresses  will  be  published  in  Trans-Personals.  The  number  after  your  membership 
number  is  the  last  issue  you  will  receive  on  your  current  subscription.  If  you  submit  a photograph  we  will  keep  it  in  our  files  in 
case  there  is  another  photo  SNAFU. 

WHO  MAY  PLACE  A PERSONAL  LISTING: 

1. )  Only  up-to-date  IFGE  Subscribers  may  advertise.  As  a subscriber  your  personal  listing  is  free  of  charge  for  the  duration  of 

your  subscription.  Your  mail  will  also  be  forwarded  to  you  at  no  cost  to  you. 

2. )  Your  personal  listing  will  be  in  IFGE  Publications  and  will  continue  to  be  published  for  the  duration  of  your  subscription. 

You  may  withdraw  or  change  your  listing  at  any  time. 

3. )  No  sexually  oriented  wording  or  photos  will  be  accepted. 

HOW  TO  RESPOND  TO  A PERSONAL  LISTING: 

Follow  these  instructions  exactly: 

A. )  Place  your  letter  in  an  unstamped  envelope. 

B. )  Pencil  in  the  name,  state  prefix,  and  membership  number  given  at  the  top  of  the  listing.  (Be  sure  to  use  a pencil  so  the  name 

can  be  erased.) 

C. )  Include  $1.00  (for  postage  and  handling)  for  each  piece  to  be  forwarded. 

D. )  Place  the  letters  to  be  forwarded  inside  another  envelope  and  mail  to: 

IFGE  PUBLICATIONS,  P.O.  BOX  229,  WALTHAM,  MA  02254-0229 

/ \ 

PERSONAL  LISTING  (limit  40  words): 

Adopted  name: 

Text: 


REGULAR  SUBSCRIPTION  (U.S.A.,  Puerto  Rico)  $40.00  ($55.00  1st  class  postage)  Includes  a sub 

scription  for  four  consecutive  issues  of  the  Transgender  Tapestry,  and  a free  personal  listing  in  for  the  duration  of 
the  subscription. 

REGULAR  SUBSCRIPTION  (Canada,  Mexico,  Overseas  Surface)  $55.00  ($65.00  Overseas  Airmail) 

Same  as  above. 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP:_. 

Make  checks  and  money  orders  payable  in  U.S.  Funds  to  Transgender  Tapestry.  Send  this  completed  form  and 
your  check  or  money  orderto:  IFGE,  P.O.  Box  229,  Waltham  MA  02254-0229. 

Visa/MasterCard#: Exp.  Date: (6%  Donation  applied ) 


All  information  given  on  this  form  is  strictly  confidential. 
Transgender  Tapestry  is  mailed  in  a plain  brown  envelope. 
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transgendered  magazn 

\ Resources,  Clubs,  Organizations,  & Articles  for  ' 

Crossdressers,  Transsexuals,  Family  Members, 

Friends,  & You!  Insightful!  Enjoyable!  Educational! 

Sll.1  per  issue,  HID  per  year.  Published  quarterly. 

Includes  shipping  & handling.  Sent  discreetly  packaged  for  your  security. 
Please  send  Cash,  Check,  Money  Order  or  Credit  Card  Information. 


D 8 Associates  Box  2085  Natick,  MA,  01760 

Toll  Free  Information  - (800)  893-2829 

Iks  Vou  Can  Visit  TRMSGEMRED's  Massive  Area  on  the  WORLD  WIDE  WEB! 

^ wmmrig'sue!  http://www.tiac.net/users/dba/menu.shtml 

Publisher  of  the  I.F.  G.E.'s  Web  Magazine  & Bookstore! 

The  FREE  TG  Discussion  Group  & REALTIME  Chat  Areas! 

The  Gender  Shopping  Mall!  Transgendered  Resources!  And  More!!! 


BSOLUTELY  EVERYTHING  YOU  NEED 
TO  CREATE  THAT  FEMININE  MYSTIQUE . J 


A Place. . . 
...  to  Begin 


We  have  More 
of  what  You  Want 


Isn’t  it  Wonderful . . 
. . .to  be  a Woman 


Bras*Panties*Garterbelts*Braselettes*Corselettes»Waistcinchers*Girdles*Foundations 
Teddies*Slips*Camisoles*Bodystockings*Gowns«Negligees»Peignoirs»Flobes*Hosiery*Stockings*Pantyhose 
rights«Fishnet  Stockings* Larger  Sizes«Shoes*High  Heels*Slings*Slides»Sandals*Strappies*Maids'  Uniforms 
Leather  Accessories*Gloves*Prostheses*Padding*Wigs*Eyelashes*Nails»Cosmetics*Makeup 
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C .SHOE  “EXPRESS  I 

Ladies  Shoes 

Sizes  9-15 

Widths  to  WW 
Heel  Heights  up  to  5" 

Free  Catalog 

Shoe  Express 
PO  Box  31537  Dept.  T 
Lafayette.  LA  70593 

Phone:  (318)  235-5191 
Fax:  (318)235-5359 


rs  of  Experience 
}ender  Community 


B&  Gentle  Electrolysis 

ree  Consultation 


Call  (617)  964-1000 


£ 


Electrolysis  & Skin 
Care  Associat 


Dr.A.S.  Nubel 

Psychotherapist 


Specialized 
in  Treatment  of 
Gender  Identy  Disorders 
(TV/TS) 


International  Premier  Matchmaker 

now  in  your  area,  is  featured  in  countless  T.V.  and  Radio  Shows,  and 

written  up  in  numerous  publications. 

Are  you  someone  special  who  isn't  meeting  that  special  someone?  Don't 
be  discouraged.  If  you  are  successful,  sincere,  emotionally  muture  and  ready  for 
a permanant  relationship  please  consult  with  me.  In  the  most  confidential  per- 
sonal way,  I will  introduce  you  to  the  someone  special  you've  been  looking  for. 

The  traditional  ways  of  meeting  someone  are  gone.  Today  quality  people 
prefer  to  meet  through  introductions.  My  clients  are  extremely  attractive,  edu- 
cated, accomplished  people.  In  the  most  dignified  manner,  allow  me  to  intro- 
duce you  to  each  other.  I make  meaningful  introductions  that  can  lead  to  long- 
lasting  friendships.  For  a free  consultation,  call 

(310)  289-7818.  California 


Individuals 
Marriage  & Family 
Groups 

683  Donald  Dr.  N. 
Bridgewater,  NJ  08807 

(908)  722-9884 

Fax:  (908)  722-0666 
Insurance  Accepted 


THE  TRANSGENDER  COMMUNITY  MAGAZINE! 


32  PAGES  EVERY  MONTH  OF  NEWS,  INFORMATION,  AND 
COMMENTARY  FOR  CROSSDRESSERS  AND  TRANSSEXUALS, 
WRITTEN  AND  PUBLISHED  BY  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMUNITY! 

Send  $5.00  for  the  current  issue 
and  subscription  information  to: 

P.O.  BOX  944 

WOODLAND  HILLS,  CA  91365 


California  residents , send  $5.41,  which  includes  8.25%  sales  tax. 

Outside  the  United  States,  send  S 6.50  in  U.S.  funds  or  13  International  Reply  Coupons. 
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PROFESSIONAL 

ELECTROLYSIS 


'*10. 


I AM  MELISSA  MCKENNA, 
a pre-op  transexual,  and  I've 
been  using  American  Hair  Re- 
j moval  System’s  Transdermal 
Electrolysis 
(AHRS)  in  the  privacy  of 
my  home  with  excellent 
results.  If  you  are  antici- 
pating 100  hours  or  more 
of  electrolysis  in  your  fu- 
ture, Transdermal  Elec- 
trolysis may  be  an  option 
for  you. 

Transdermal  Elec- 
trolysis is  a non-inva- 
sive,  patented  procedure 
of  permanent  hair  re- 
moval. Briefly,  here’s  how  it  works.  A cotton- 
tipped  probe  applied  to  the  surface  of  your 
skin  transmits  galvanic  electrical  current 
into  salt  water  surrounding  the  hair  follicle 
^ and  - studies  have  shown  - permanently  re- 
moves hair  as  effectively  as  needle  electrolysis. 

For  areas  of  dense  growth,  AHRS  recom- 
mends shaving  the  area  first,  eliminating  the 
need  to  grow  the  hair  out  before  treatment. 
Transdermal  Electrolysis  is  easily  self-admin- 
istered with  no  scars,  no  scabs,  no  pits,  no  in- 
fection, no  needle  pain... no  hair!  And  you 
can  do  it  all  yourself,  at  your  convenience, 
right  at  home. 

I,  and  others  in  our  community,  now 
use  Transdermal  Electrolysis  in  our  homes 
to  permanently  remove  our  unwanted 
hair.  None  have  reported  pain.  We  feel 
relieved  from  the  pressure  of  work- 
ing salon  appointments  into  our 
schedules.  And,  we  know  exactly  how 
much  permanent  hair  removal  will 


AT 

HOME 


cost  - because  it’s  limited  to  the  cost  of 
the  equipment. 

For  me,  personally,  being  in  control  of 
my  own  electrolysis  has  greatly  reduced 
the  overall  anxiety  of  my  transition. 

After  working  successfully  with  the  TE  System 
for  many  months,  I contacted  the  manufacturer  and 
found  all  the  people  at  AHRS  eager  to  learn  about  our 
particular  needs.  1 was  offered,  and  accepted,  the  re- 
sponsibility for  educating  the  Gender  Community  to 
this  effective  form  of  hair  removal.  By  offering  this 
information  through  a single  source,  AHRS  and  I will 
provide  you  with  an  ethical,  truthful,  gender-sensitive 
avenue  through  which  to  research  this  option. 

I do  not  view  this  as  an  ordinary  “sales  position,” 
but  more  as  a way  1 can  share  my  own  experience  to 
help  ease  the  way  for  others.  In  the  interest  of  “truth  in 
advertising,”  you 
should  know  that  I will 
be  compensated  for 
equipment  purchased 
by  the  people  I reach. 

But  I promise  you,  there 
will  be  no  high-pres- 
sured sales  pitch,  no 
misrepresentation  of 

facts.  My  job  is  to  provide  information  and  educational 
materials  that  will  allow  YOU  to  determine  if  Trans- 
dermal Electrolysis  is  the  best  option  for  permanent 
removal  of  your  unwanted  hair. 

For  more  information,  call  or  write  to  the 
address  below.  Either  way,  you  will  reach  me 
in  my  home  office,  and  be  assured  of 
absolute  privacy  and  discretion. 

ATKIN 

1 1 96  Beaverdam  Road  • Keswick, 
Virginia  22947  • (804)  979-7276 
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The 

Calendar  of 
TC  Events 


July  1997 


1 1 -1 2:  Transgender  Law  and  Employment 
Policy  Conference,  Houston  TX,  PO  Box 

35477,  Houston  TX  77235-5477 

11-13:  A Couple's  Retreat,  Dixon  Moun- 
tain NC,  (704)253-9882  (open  to  all  TG- 
identified  people) 

16:  20:  5th  Annual  Spouses  and  & Part- 
ners International  Conference  for  Educa- 
tion, Ontario  CA,  SPICE  c/o  P.O.  Box  5304, 
Katy  TX  77491-5304,  (918)343-1953, 
melpeg@phoenix.com  (crossdresser-ori- 
ented) 


October  1997 


2-5:  Southern  Comfort,  Atlanta  GA,  P.O. 
Box  77591,  Atlanta  GA,  30357  (open  to  all 
TG-identified  people) 

16-19:  Rainbow  Spirit  Convergence, 
Dixon  Mountain  NC,  (704)253-9882  (open 
to  all  TG-identified  people) 

19-26:  Fantasia  Fair,  Provincetown  MA, 

P.  O.  Box  2734,  Boston  MA  02208  (open  to 
all  TG-identified  people) 

30-1 1 /I  Fall  Harvest,  Omaha  NE,  P.O.  Box 
3112,  Omaha  NE  68103  (open  to  all  TG- 
identified  people) 


April  1998 


29-5/2:  California  Dreamin’  98,  San  Fran- 
cisco CA,  POB  1088,  Yorba  Linda  CA 
92686  (open  to  all  TG-identified  people) 


August  1997 


1-4:  A Vision  Quest,  Dixon  Mountain 

NC,  (704)253-9882  (open  to  allTG-iden- 
tified  people) 

3-10.  Dignity  Cruise,  Location  TBA, 

P.O.  Box  5304,  Katy  TX,  77491-5304, 
(800)247-7021  (crossdresser-oriented) 

9-11:  3rd  Annual  FTM  International 
Conference,  Boston  MA,  (617)899- 
2212  (for  female-to-male-identified 
people) 


September  1997 


10-13:  15th  Harry  Benjamin  Interna- 
tional Symposium  on  Gender  Dyspho- 
ria, Vancouver  B.C.,  Vancouver  Health 
Sciences  Center,  Center  for  Sexuality, 
Gender  Identity,  Echelon  Bid.,  2nd  FI., 
856  W.  12th  Ave.,  Vancouver,  B.C., 
Canada  V5Z  1C6  (professional  confer- 
ence) 

18-21 : Paradise  in  the  Poconos,  P.O. 
Box  61263,  King  of  Prussia  PA  19406- 
1263,  (610)640-9449  (crossdresser-ori- 
ented) 


November  1997 


12-16:  Holiday  En  Femme,  Cherry  Hill  NJ, 

1092  St.  (for  heterosexual  crossdressers 
and  their  significant  others) 

Georges  Ave.,  # 234,  Rahway  NJ  07065 
(908)826-5287 


Febuary  1998 


26-3/2:  Texas  “T”  Party,  San  Antonio 

TX,  PO  Box  17,  Bulverde  TX  78163 


Send  listings  to  Calendar  Editor,  Transgender 
Tapestry.PO.Box  229, Waltham  MA  02254-0229 


Debbie  Forte 
Died  1996 

No  Picture 
Available 


Tyra  Hunter 
Died  1995 


Chanelle  Pickett 


Died  11/95 


Christian  Page 
Died  1995 


Join  GenderPAC  Today 
Because  only  You  can  Stop  it. 

We  need  your  help!  Join  GenderPAC  today:  make  a little  history. 

GenderPAC  is  ON  Capitol  Hill  Working  for  all  of  US. 

The  1st  NATIONAL  GENDER  ACTIVISTS  The  2nd  NATIONAL  GENDER  LOBBY  DAY 

CONFERENCE  May  4,  1997  (Sunday)  May  5-6,1997  (Monday  & Tuesday) 


Name:  _ 
Address: 


Phone: E-mail: 

Enclosed  is  my  contribution  ($20  recommended,  minimum  of  $2)  of  $ 

Organizations  and  Groups  can  also  join  GenderPAC,  Please  contact  me  about  this:  Q 

Send  to:  GenderPAC,  c/o  IFGE,  P.O.  Box  229,  Waltham,  MA  02254-0229 

or  Phone  (617)  642-8575 

for  further  information  regarding  GenderPAC  contact  Riki  Ann  Wilchins  at  Riki@pipeline.com 
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t each  session  there  was  suffi- 
cient opportunity  for  question 
and  answer  between  present- 
ers and  audience,  and  a lot 
of  new  ideas  were  hashed 
out. 

There  were  sisters  and 
brothers,  supporters  and 
allies,  from  all  across  the 
US,  Europe,  and  Canada. 
Not  surprisingly,  conversations  re- 
vealed that  most  groups  seemed  to  face 
pretty  much  the  same  challenges  every- 
where: finding  a safe  and  decent  place 
to  meet,  getting  good  speakers,  trying  to 
get  more  member  participation,  the 
problems  many  still  face  from  having  to 
remain  closeted,  and  so  on. 
As  the  conference  wore  on,  the 
theme  of  unity  emerged  as  something 
different:  the  question  of  the  unity  of 
our  community  as  a whole. 
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CAL  UNITY  CLOSE-UP: 
Towards  a More 
Natural  Female  Voice 


Don't  make  the  mistake  many  M2Fs  do  and  think 
that  the  best  way  to  develop  female  speech 
is  to  uniformly  adopt  certain  behaviors,  and 
then  put  them  on  as  a false  persona, warned 
noted  speech  pathologist  Maureen 
: O'Connor  of  San  Francisco's  Peninsula  As- 
sociates at  one  Cal  Unity  seminar.  It's  better 
to  have  a menu  of  female  communication 
behaviors  that  sound  natural  to  pick  and 
choose  from. 

There  is  no  one  specific  type  of  female 
voice,  says  O'Connor.  For  example,  there's 

Audrey  Hepburn  (graceful,  elegant),  Katherine 
Hepburn  (deep  and  resonant), Liza  Minelli  (bubbly,energetic) 
and  Ellen  Degeneres  (plain,  simple  and  likeable).  All  are  fe- 
male, but  each  is  female  in  a very  different  way. 

Two  common  mistakes  many  M2Fs  make  are  falsetto 
and  breathiness.  Falsetto  is  high,  thin  and  tinny  sounding.  But 
there's  no  power  to  it,  and  you  can't  get  melody  or  inflec- 
tion. Speaking  up  there  habitually  is  not  the  way  vocal  chords 
were  meant  to  vibrate. 


Breathiness  is  associated  with  Marilyn  Monroe  or 
Jackie  Onassis.  It  may  sound  inviting  and  sensual,  but  the 
balance  of  breath  to  tone  is  out  of  whack.  It's  far  better  to 
develop  a female-sounding  voice  within  your  own  natural 
range,  O'Connor  told  Cal  Unity  attendees. 

One  way  to  capture  the  way  women  talk  is  use  of 
their  wider  use  of  vocabulary.  Men  tend  to  sound  matter-of- 
fact  and  monotone.  Women  are  often  more  expressive  and 
paint  pictures  with  words.  A man  might  say  something  is  white; 
a woman  could  say  it's  ivory,  bone,  egg  shell  or  ecru. 

Many  women  also  use  intensifiers  to  express  emo- 
tionality. A male  might  say  "It's  a beautiful  day."  A female  might 
say, "It's  such  a beautiful  day." 

Centuries  of  having  to  depend  on  the  goodwill  of 
others  has  created  a female  vocabulary  which  is  often  more 
approval-seeking,  even  supplicating.  Women  often  use  tag 
questions  more. They'll  end  a sentence  with, "Isn't  it?  Doesn't 
she?  Aren't  you?"  And,  sometimes,  they'll  couch  a sentence 
in  double  and  triple  requests.  Instead  of,  "Take  out  the  gar- 
bage," a woman  might  ask,  "Would  you  please  take  out  the 
garbage,  if  you  don't  mind?" 

How  can  an  M2F  practice  developing  a female 
voice?  Study  soap  operas.  Repeat  aloud  the  female  lines 
and  try  to  sound  like  the  character  does. 

Maureen  reminds  us  that,"AII  generalizations  are  false. 
There  are  exceptions  to  every  rule  on  how  men  and  women 
speak.  Stereotypes  are  inaccurate,  unjust  and  dangerous." 

Melanie  Yarborough 
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nother  consensus  seemed  to 
be  that  the  TG  community 
has  reached,  by  1997, 
critical  mass.  The  com- 
munications revolution 
of  e-mail  and  the 
Internet  which  is 
reshaping  America, 
has  also  helped  to 
bring  us  together  as  a 
community.  Thanks  to  the  net,  we  know 
there  are  a lot  more  of  us  out  there  than 
we  thought,  that  we're  a very,  very 
diverse  crowd,  and  that  we  need  to  unite. 
The  question  now  is,  will  we? 

Unity  does  not  mean  fusion.  We 
will  always  be  a hodgepodge  conglomer- 
ate of  many  different  interests.  Rather, 
unity  means  our  developing  a commonal- 
ity of  purpose.  We  already  know  our 
differences:  TV  vs.  TS,  M2F  vs.  F2M,  gay- 
identified  vs.  hetero-identified,  focused 
groups  vs.  diverse  groups,  closeted  vs. 
open,  passable  vs.  non.  But  what  are  our 
commonalties? 


CAL  UNITY  CLOSE-UP: 
The  Masculinities 
Program 


:■ 


"The  Dark  Side  of  Masculinity" was  one  of  many  pre- 
sentations at  the  Masculinities  Program.  Among  the  panelists 
were  three  F2Ms  as  well  as  a psychiatrist  whose  previous  work 
of  counseling  non-TS  men  on  the  psychological  side-effects 
of  steroids  (and  related  hormonal  drugs),  led  him  to  counsel- 
ing F2Ms,on  both  the  welcomed  and  unwelcomed  psycho- 
logical affects  of  testosterone. The  three  F2Ms  addressed  both 
the  influences  of  testosterone  on  emotion  and  behavior,  and 
those  of  the  social  roles  scripted  for  men  into  which  they  had 
been  beckoned  or  pushed. 

The  therapist,  Dr.  Guy  Baldwin,  spent  most  of  his  time 
discussing  the  varied  ways  in  which  different  types  of  test- 
osterone have  affected  his  F2M  clients,  both  positively  and 
negatively.  His  basic  observations  being  that  1)  a person  on 
T is  much  quicker  to  respond  emotionally;  2)  it's  like  living 
with  a magnifying  glass  held  over  the  emotions  most  preva- 
lent in  a person  already;  3)  an  unpredictability  factor — today's 
strong  feelings  of  affection  could  be  tomorrow's  seething 
rage.  He  compared  the  effects  to  a loose  cannon, one  which 
might  not  have  been,  so  'loose'  if  it  had  been  'tightened' 
slowly  since  adolescence.  "Behavior  modification  becomes 
mandatory,"  he  said. 


The  other  panelists,  L.R.  Smithline,  Jacob  Hale,  and 
JordyJones  each  had  different  ideas  of  what  the  "dark  side 
of  masculinity"  was.  Some  aspects  of  the  male  role,  while  at 
times  seductive, one  panelist  said, could  be  seen  consciously, 
and  taken  or  left,  such  as  suddenly  being  spoken  to  by  men 
with  greater  respect  and  by  women  with  degrees  of  defer- 
ence. Another  panelist  discussed  worst-case  examples  of 
harassment  and  rape  under  shadows  of  confusion  or  (at- 
tempts at)  justification, such  as  a drunken  "birthday  surprise" 
rape  of  a woman  hosting  a party  and  two  F2Ms  wrestling 
another  to  the  ground  nonconsensually  in  order  to  inspect 
his  penis.  Baldwin  pointed  out  that,  as  F2Ms  go  through  a 
form  of  adolescence  again  in  adulthood, they  learn  the  pub- 
lic and  mythological  components  of  life  as  a man,  but  rarely 
the  private  component, learned  in  boyhood  by  non-F2M  men. 
Smithline  noted  that,  for  whatever  reason, "turf  wars"  will  usu- 
ally be  a part  of  male  life,  whether  subtle  or  blatant,  and  it's 
important  to  know  how  to  end  these  fights.  "Boys  learn  how 
to  end  fights,"  he  said,  if  they  struggle  with  each  other  over 
dominance  or  ownership, and  F2Ms  must  learn  to  do  the  same 
so  as  to  avoid  lasting  resentment  or  out-of-control  situations. 
Although  the  panel  brought  up  all  manner  of  thoughts  about 
the  social  male  role  and  the  experience  of  living  within,  with- 
out, or  on  the  edges  of  it,  the  subject  of  testosterone  kept 
inevitably  popping  up,  as  though  everyone  in  the  room  was 
still  largely  unsure  to  what  degree  it  affected  behavior  on 
the  bottom  line,  yet  completely  sure  that  it  was  capable  of 
doing  so  potentially. 

Frankie  Hill,  American  Boyz 


hatever  different  individuals  might  believe  they  are,  most  would  agree  they  include:  Legal  protection 
from  employment  discrimination;  lobbying  city,  county,  state  and  federal  government  for  civil  rights 
legislation;  educating  the  public;  reaching  transgendered  youth;  developing  a network  of  providers  of 
transgender  goods  and  services;  having  common  forums  to  exchange  ideas  and  accrue  data. 

One  important  idea  brought  out  in  the  conference  was  the  role  of  F2Ms  as  a legitimizing  force.  As 
long  as  it  was  men  becoming  women,  they  could  be  scorned  as  stepping  down  from  the  position  of  power 
and  privilege  to  become  second  class  citizens  (or  as  Kate  Bornstein  once  put  it,  "We're  their  clowns"). 
However,  as  genetic  females  stepped  up  to  become  men,  it  forced  many  to  rethink  the  sexist  structure  of  our 
society.  Someone  at  the  conference  remarked  that  it  showed  "This  isn't  just  a guy  thing.  It's  an  everybody 
thing."  And  feminists  and  lesbians  who  may  have  felt  no  particular  kinship  to  the  transgender  movement 
suddenly  had  to  confront  situations  of  their  friends  and  lovers  transitioning  to  men. 


CAL  UNITY  CLOSE-UP: 
The  11th 
Annual 
Transgender 
Awards  Ceremony 


he  1 1 th  Annual  Transgender  Awards  Ceremony, 
hosted  by  IFGE,  was  presented  at  California 
Unity,  Saturday,  April  19,  1997.  Sharing  the  po- 
dium were  the  first  annual  FTM  International 
Awards. 

The  1997  Virginia  Prince  Lifetime  Con- 
tribution Award  went  to  Eve  Burchert.  Since  join- 
ing Tri-Ess  in  1965,  Eve  has  been  an  articulate 
public  spokesperson  for  the  gender  community, 
making  over  200  appearances  on  television, 
before  university  and  college  classes,  profes- 
sional seminars, and  groups  of  law  enforcement 
officers. 


The  Trinity  Awards  acknowledge  heroes  and  hero- 
ines, people  who  have  performed  extraordinary  acts  of  love 
and  courage.  Recipients  can  be  community  members  or 
non-members,  medical  or  mental  health  professionals,  or 
even  organizations  and  services.  The  1 997  Trinity  Awards  were 
presented  to  TG  activist  Nancy  Nangeroni,  Crossport  past- 
president,  Linda  Buten.and  sexologist  Vern  Bullough,  Ph.D. 

The  Transgender  Tapestry  Editor's  Choice  Awards 
were  created  to  honor  positive  portrayals  of  the  transgen- 
der community  in  mainstream  media. This  year  winners  were 
Xena:  Warrior  Princess  ("Here  She  Comes...  Miss 

Amphipolis'');  Nash  Bridges  (Episode  #5,  4/19/96,  Javelin 
Catcher);  Loren  Cameron  (Body  Alchemy,  Cleis  Press). 

The  Partners  in  Diversity  Award  for  corporations  and 
organizations  that  have  taken  a proactive  stance  toward 
the  inclusion  of  gender-orientatin  and  other  diversity  in  the 
workplace.  The  1997  Partners  in  Diversity  Award  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Xerox  Corporation. 

The  FTM  International  Community  Service/Outreach 
Awards  honor  those  who  have  given  whole-heatedly  to  the 
betterance  and  furtherance  of  transgendered  and  trans- 
sexual lives,  especially  those  issues  pertaining  to  trans  men. 
1997's  winners  were:  The  FTM  International  Pride  Award, Loren 
Cameron;  The  FTM  International  Outreach  Award,  Jason 
Cromwell. 
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nother  key  idea  which  came  out  was  that  unity  means  getting 
the  right  people  into  the  right  jobs.  We  have  so  much  talent 
MB  already  within  our  ranks:  fund-raisers,  lobbyists,  educators, 
M V activists,  accountants,  journalists,  peer  counselors,  even  co- 
m V medians.  There  are  many  natural-born  fund-raisers  who 
m B wouldn't  make  good  organizers.  And  there  are  many  good 
organizers  who  wouldn't  make  good  lobbyists.  And  so  on. 
The  trick  is  to  steer  those  people  into  doing  what  they  do 
S B best.  Everyone  has  something  they're  good  at,  either 

V B through  professional  experience  or  personal  talent.  So 

V B many  us  can  be  offering  so  much!  But  it  means  not  just 

™ B passive  volunteerism  of  blindly  offering  to  do  anything 

and  winding  up  doing  nothing,  but  active  volunteerism  of  looking  for  a niche 
for  one's  particular  talent.  Ask  not  what  the  T-community  can  do  for  you. 

For  some,  it's  enough  to  be  able  to  play  dress-up  at  support  group 
meetings  once  a month.  Others  are  content  to  sit  back  in  apathy  or  snipe 
from  the  sidelines.  However,  if  that's  all  those  TGs  want,  they  have  no  right 
to  complain  if  they  lose  their  jobs  when  they're  outed.  Or  if  they're  read  at  a 
shopping  mall  and  humiliatingly  thrown  out.  Or  if  their  spouses  divorce 
them  because  there  was  no  counseling  network  there  for  them.  Or  if  they're 
attacked  by  transphobic  teenagers  raised  on  talk  shows  that  depict  us  as 

freaks. 

If  people  in  this  community  don't  start  making  decisions  for  our 
future  (i.e.  unity)  now,  others  will  be  more  than  happy  to  do  so.  Like  talk 
show  hosts  who  portray  us  as  freaks.  Or  legislators  who  feel  we  don't 
deserve  civil  rights  protection.  Or  judges  who  say  we  have  no  redress  when 
our  jobs  are  terminated.  Or  the  thugs  who  murdered  Brandon  Teena.  The  TG 
community  has  reached  critical  mass.  But  where  do  we  go  from  here? 

Melanie  Yarborough 

(Melanie  Yarborough  is  a member  of  California's  Neutral  Corner) 


Virginia  Prince  and  Ari  Kane 
Photo:  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 


CAL  UNITY  CLOSE  UP: 
A Cruise  to  Remember 


The  1997  International  Foundation  for  Gender  Edu- 
cation (IFGE)  Convention  on  the  Queen  Mary  was 
indeed  a transgender  cruise, a fantasy  come  true. 
Just  imagine  the  joy  of  being  en  femme  for  several 
days  in  the  setting  of  this  magnificent  ship.  Picture 
the  burled  cherry  paneling  everywhere, teak  decks, 
the  long  sweeping  curve  of  the  ship  visible  down 
the  long  passageways  of  staterooms,  curtained 
port  holes  in  the  cabins, precision  fit  cabinetryjarge 
adjustable  air  ducts,  oversize  bath  tubs,  and  un- 
derstated luxury  everywhere  in  the  form  of  1930s 
art  deco  paintings  and  murals  of  wood,  brass  and 
copper.  Add  this  setting  with  feminine  beauty  and  you  have 
a fabulous  combination  for  over  300  IFGE  convention  attend- 
ees from  throughout  the  United  States,  Canada  and  Europe. 

I think  my  walks  with  friends  on  the  upper  decks  each 
day  in  the  gentle  sea  breeze  and  sunshine, and  the  dancing 
and  socializing  at  night  are  my  most  vivid  memories  of  the 
event. 


The  convention  consisted  of  classes  morning  and  af- 
ternoon Thursday,  through  Saturday,  separated  by  excellent 
luncheons  with  guest  speakers  and  followed  by  great  par- 
ties in  the  evenings.  For  me,  the  Friday  lunch  featuring  au- 
thors Mildred  Brown  (True  Selves  -Understanding 
Transsexualism),  J.J.  Allen  ( The  Man  in  the  Red  Velvet  Dress) 


and  Rachel  Miller  ( The  Bliss  of  Becoming  One!)  was  the  most 
interesting  since  each  made  a brief  literary  presentation  fol- 
lowed by  a book  signing 

The  evening  sessions  on  Friday  and  Saturday  were 
both  formal  affairs.  The  Friday  party  was  The  California 
Dreamin'  Dinner  sponsored  by  PPOC  (Powder  Puffs  of  Orange 
County).  It  consisted  of  entertainment  in  the  form  of  mono- 
logues,stand  up  comedy  and  dancing. There  was  also  danc- 
ing each  night  in  the  Observation  Lounge  at  the  front  of  the 
ship. 

While  we  were  meeting  on  the  Queen  Mary, the  85th 
Anniversary  Committee  for  the  Sinking  of  the  Titanic  were 
also  holding  a convention.  As  the  days  passed,  it  was  inter- 
esting to  see  socializing  develop  between  members  of  the 
two  groups  as  they  became  more  comfortable  with  us  and 
wanted  to  know  more  about  us.  There  was  much  sharing  of 
information  in  many  great  conversations  on  both  voyages 
(us  and  the  Titanic)  in  the  Observation  lounge.  Somehow, 
crossdressers  and  their  spouses  seem  to  draw  people  in  to 
their  circles  and  create  bonding.  In  the  case  of  the  Dignity 
cruise,  it  was  a group  of  golfers  and  a group  of  dentists.  By 
the  time  the  cruise  ends,  everyone  is  laughing  and  talking 
together  having  learned  about  each  other  and  having  come 
to  accept  each  other.  We  seem  to  have  magnetic  effects 
on  others  because  we  have  had  the  courage  to  openly  ex- 
press who  we  are  and  be  proud  of  it. 

I must  say  that  this  was  the  most  unique  and  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  fun  and  memorable  convention  I have 
ever  attended. 

Cheryl,  President  North  West  Gender  Alliance 


Great  Moments 
in  TG  History 

An  Experiment  in  Crossdressing 

E.  J.  Gold 


[California  human 
potentials  guru  E.J.  Gold, 
author  of  The  American  Book 
of  the  Dead  (Harper-Collins)  is 
a lifelong  crossdresser.  So  are 
many  of  the  scientific,  cultural 
and  spiritual  celebrities  who 
have  visited  his  Sierra  Moun- 
tains retreat.  Several  times 
over  the  years,  E.J.,  as  his 
friends  call  him,  has  used 
crossdressing  as  the  basis  of 
exercises  and  workshops  for 
both  men  and  women  in  order 
to  deepen  participants' 
personal  insight  and  growth.  In 
the  following  article,  E.J.  Gold 
recounts  the  very  first  time  he 
incorporated  crossdressing  into 
the  curriculum.] 

In  1971  I used  to  eat  on  Hollywood  Boulevard  at  Zeki 
Turk's,  a Turkish  restaurant  run  by  one  of  the  drummers  from  the 
Greek  Village. 

A few  days  later,  Zeki  and  I fell  into  a conversation  around 
the  idea  that  people  feel  threatened  by  many  things  which  are 
not  overtly  aggressive.  He  commented  that  the  core  of  ego  threat 
is  sexual  threat.  I hadn't  heard  about  ego  threat  and  asked  him  to 
explain  it  to  me.  He'd  been  studying  the 
variety  of  ways  in  which  people  can  be 
threatened,  depending  on  what  the  ego  is 
fixated  on.  He  explained  that  if  you 
threaten  the  fixation,  you  threaten  the 
ego.  If  you  threaten  the  ego,  you  threaten 
the  sense  of  identity,  and  if  you  threaten 
the  sense  of  identity,  you  threaten  the 
protective  network  which  shields  the  fear, 
and  so  on  and  so  on.  I was  very  intrigued 
by  his  explanation  which  I've  abbreviated 
here  much  too  simply. 

One  morning  I found  a man  wait- 
ing at  my  table,  opposite  my  seat.  He  in- 
troduced himself  as  Ricky  Renee,  one  of 
the  great  female  impersonators.  He  worked 
in  Regine's,  the  most  famous  drag  shop  in 
Paris. 

We  talked  about  threats-sexual 
threats  and  gender  identity  threats — and 
as  we  conversed,  I realized  that  these  ideas 
might  prove  to  be  very  useful  work  tools, 
and  I determined  to  try  them  on  myself. 


(My  policy  has  always  been  that  push  and  shove  is  fair  in  the 
context  of  working  on  oneself  because  falling  indicates  weak- 
ness and  the  necessity  of  work  in  that  area  and  I have  always 
considered  myself  just  as  shovable  as  anyone  else.) 

I invited  Ricky  Renee  to  the  Cosmo  Street  office  to  lec- 
ture to  the  groups  on  working  drag  shops  and  the  difference 
between  street  drag  and  impersonation.  "Impersonation  is  pro- 
fessional, street  drag  is  amateur,"  he  explained.  "Impersonation 
has  at  most  a tenuous  connection  with  homosexuality,  and  often 
none  at  all.  Many  female  impersonators  are  entirely  heterosexual, 
whereas  street  drag  is  the  trademark  of  the  street  homosexual." 

Ricky  Renee  proposed  that  the  entire  group  get  up  in 
drag:  male  drag  for  women  and  female  drag  for  men.  Women  had 
no  problem  at  all  with  crossdressing;  they  do  it  all  the  time, 
whenever  they  feel  like  it. 

The  logic  of  this  is  bizarre:  Why  is  it  that  a woman  can 
get  out  of  a skirt  and  put  on  a pair  of  pants,  but  a man  can't  get 
out  of  a pair  of  pants  and  put  on  a skirt?  It  doesn't  make  sense!  A 
woman  can  put  on  a wig  or  a little  makeup  and  go  out  in  public, 
but  a man  is  culturally  not  allowed  to  put  makeup  on,  and  only 
certain  types  of  wigs  are  acceptable. 

Yet,  just  prior  to  this  culture,  men  often  wore  more 
makeup  than  women  and  in  addition  they  wore  stockings,  skirts 
and  showed  lots  of  leg.  So  it's  clearly  just  cultural  convention 
we're  considering  violating,  not  reality.  Cultural  convention  is  a 
thin  veneer  of  civilization,  and  yet  look  at  the  power  that  it  has! 
As  soon  as  you  cross  gender,  as  you  have  today,  look  at  all  the 
impaction  that  hits  upon  you.  If  you  feel  like  getting  into  a skirt 

and  a blouse,  wearing  some  ear- 
rings, a little  makeup  and  some 
pearls,  why  shouldn't  you? 

In  this  culture,  men  can 
wear  a toupee  but  not  a wig. 
They  can  wear  silk  or  nylon  or 
spandex  underwear,  but  this  is 
relatively  recent.  They  can  also 
wear  bikini  underwear  if  it's 
made  for  men  and  not  for 
women.  And  this  too  is  ex- 
tremely recent — bikini  under- 
wear for  men  has  not  been 
around  for  a very  long  time. 

Ricky  Renee  spoke  of 
the  impact  of  modern  culture  and 
the  artificial  gender  separation 
that  has  taken  place  slowly  over 
the  years.  He  brought  up  the  fact 
that  crossdressing  was  not  only 
acceptable  in  the  past,  it  wasn't 
even  a question. 

On  the  chosen  day,  we 


World-famous  impersonator  Ricky  Renee  (left  photo)  instructs  Toni 
Paulson  on  the  finer  points  of  street  drag  as  opposed  to  theatrical  drag 
at  Zeki  Turk's  Caliph's  Table.  Hollywood  Boulevard.  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia, circa  1969. 
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Photos:  Courtesy  E.J.  Gold. 


Former  beauty  pageant  queen  Toni  Paulson  prepares 
crossdressed  men  and  women  for  the  great“experiment 
in  crossdressing",  Los  Angeles,  California,  circa  1 969. 


shaved  our  legs,  plucked  our  eye- 
brows and  got  into  very  serious 
drag,  and,  as  Ricky  pointed  out,  we 
experienced  what  a woman  must 
do  every  single  day  in  order  to  ful- 
fill the  demands  made  on  her  by 
male  society.  She  must  conform  to 
an  acceptable  image  in  order  to  re- 
assure men  that  there  is  a differ- 
ence between  the  sexes,  when  in 
reality  there  is  absolutely  no  dis- 
cernible difference  between  male 
and  female,  not  even  plumbing. 

Ricky  said  that  men  are  so 
alienated  from  womanhood  and 
view  it  from  such  a distance  that 
they  naturally  exaggerate  every- 
thing in  their  attempts  to  mimic  it. 

He  warned  us  that  for  a long  time 
to  come  we  would  create  a caricature  of  a female.  Ricky  advised 
us  to  be  aware  of  the  tendency  to  exaggerate  hysterical,  silly, 
overblown  female  cartoon  characteristics. 

He  explained,  "It's  typical  of  men  who  fear  women  to 
exaggerate  the  differences,  because  they  don't  see  how  close  the 
genders  really  are.  They  pick  an  archetype  of  womanhood  which 
is  bitchy,  hysterical  and  mean,  because  they  think  women  are 
really  like  that,  and  that's  what  they  model  themselves  after.  You 
become  what  you  most  fear. 

"The  object  is  to  behave  just  like  yourself,  to  change 
nothing  whatever,"  he  said,  "and  therein  lies  your  work.  At  the 
moment  you  are  trying  to  bring  yourself  into  alignment  with 
what  you  think  is  female,  but  the  fact  is,  everything  you  do  natu- 
rally as  a man  is  quite  female  enough. 

During  the  entire  lecture  he  focused  solely  on  the  men 
because,  as  I said,  the  women  already  felt  completely  comfort- 
able and  didn't  exaggerate  in  their  cross  gender  mimicry.  He  con- 
tinued to  say  that  it  is  important  to  realize  that  in  female  drag — 
which  a woman  has  to  get  into  every  day  just  to  look  different 
for  the  men's  sake — you're  going  to  want  to  match  your  manifes- 
tations to  the  clothes,  and  in  doing  so  you  will  deny  your  female 
nature.  Your  work  is  going  to  lie  completely  in  bringing  your 
manifestations  back  to  normal;  in  catching  yourself  exaggerat- 
ing the  feminine  and  cartooning,  going  off  into  caricature.  You'll 
catch  yourself  a thousand  times  in  caricature  and  you  must  come 
back  from  that  to  the  place  where  you  are  naturally  already  fe- 
male. 

"Now  for  your  first  lesson/'  he  said,  "we're  going  to  go 
out  on  the  street.  You'll  only  get  away  with  it  if  you  act  natural. 
As  soon  as  you  exaggerate,  everyone  will  penetrate  your  dis- 
guise." 

Ricky  Renee  got  into  street  drag  and  pointed  out  the 
differences  between  it  and  theatrical  drag.  Street  drag  is  more 
demanding.  For  instance,  he  showed  us  how  to  get  cleavage  by 
using  a rubber  ball  here  to  push  this  up  and  then  take  a Spalding 
ball  cut  in  half,  build  nipples  out  of  latex  so  that  you  could  go 
almost  bare  breasted.  If  you  put  a little  rouge  on  the  nipple  area, 
you  could  even  wear  a voile  top. 

Then  we  hit  the  street,  took  one  turn  down  Hollywood 
Boulevard  and  around  the  block  and  came  back  up  to  the  Cosmo 
Street  office.  We  sat  down  and  Ricky  critiqued  the  characters, 
pointing  out  where  each  one  had  launched  himself  off  into  a 
cartoon.  He  said,  "This  is  your  denial  of  your  complete  sexuality. 
You're  neither  male  nor  female,  and  whenever  you  launch  your- 
self into  a cartoon,  you  deny  your  true  self."  He  wasn't  just  refer- 
ring to  the  physical. 

Interesting,  isn't  it,  that  such  an  idea  should  come  from 
someone  working  in  a drag  shop  as  a female  impersonator?  Ev- 


eryone knows  what  froth-brains  they 
are...  no  brains,  no  deep  thoughts,  just 
frivolous  and  freaked-out.  Everyone 
knows  that  anyone  in  the  theater  goes 
into  it  because  they  don't  want  to  work 
for  a living. 

"Now  we're  going  to  take  a 
harder  test,"  Ricky  directed.  "We're  go- 
ing to  walk  all  the  way  down  Hollywood 
Boulevard  to  La  Brea,  a mile  and  a half, 
turn  left  on  La  Brea  and  go  to  Arthur 
J's,  a hang-out  for  gays  in  street  drag.  If 
you  can  get  away  with  it  there,  you  can 
get  away  with  it  anywhere. 

"You  have  an  hour-and-a-half 
to  get  yourself  together  here  at  the  of- 
fice," he  said,  "or  be  forced  to  get  it  to- 
gether on  the  street  at  a sailor's  knife 
point."  He  wasn't  joking  either.  Vic  and 
I were  followed  for  two  blocks  by  a couple  of  sailors.  They  were 
looking  for  some  female  action  and  we  were  it.  It  took  us  four 
tries  to  get  rid  of  them. 

We  learned  on  the  street  how  much  abuse  a woman  takes 
from  men.  They  are  pinched,  grabbed,  bumped  and  assailed  with 
the  filthiest  comments.  It's  non-stop  harassment.  In  one  block  a 
woman  might  be  harassed  twenty  times,  and  not  just  with  rude 
remarks,  but  with  aggressive  attacks  on  their  body.  One  guy  gave 
Ken,  a massive  lifeguard,  the  old  street  corner  bump,  and  BOOM! 
the  guy  was  sent  reeling  six  feet  backwards  and  slammed  against 
a traffic  control  box.  He  just  hung  there,  dazed,  and  Ken  walked 
on.  “A  blow  struck  for  womanhood  on  behalf  of  all  women  ev- 
erywhere!" he  cried  triumphantly. 

Believe  me,  by  the  time  we  got  to  Arthur  J's  the  exag- 
gerations had  died  down  to  a minimum  and  everybody  was  pretty 
natural,  but  all  of  us  had  felt  some  moments  of  real  fear  on  the 
street.  Safely  snuggled  into  our  booth  at  Arthur  J's,  surrounded 
by  other  men  in  drag,  Ricky  asked  "What  was  the  fear  about, 
what  was  it  actually?" 

One  of  our  fellows  replied  that  he  was  afraid  his  dis- 
guise would  be  penetrated,  and  he  would  be  found  to  be  a man 
underneath.  Everyone  else  expressed  a different  fear:  they  were 
terrified  to  be  a woman  on  the  street. 

Ricky  then  asked,  "If  you  didn't  have  to  get  into  drag 
everyday,  do  you  think  you  would?"  Unanimously,  we  answered 
that  it  had  felt  dangerous  to  be  a woman  out  there;  the  animals 
take  it  seriously,  and  womanly  behavior  is  like  waving  a red  flag 
in  front  of  a bull. 

He  then  asked,  "If  you  were  women,  would  you  get 
dressed  up  in  public?"  Everyone  said  no,  they'd  dress  as  mod- 
estly as  they  could  and  try  to  attract  as  little  attention  as  pos- 
sible, because  women  are  not  respected.  Moreover,  they  all  felt 
that  if  they  were  being  harassed  by  a man,  even  though  other 
men  witnessing  this  might  feel  badly  about  it,  they  still  would 
not  come  to  their  rescue. 

These  big,  brawny  men  were  terrified  on  the  street,  but 
at  Arthur  J’s,  surrounded  by  drag  queens,  they  felt  safely  at 
home. 

"Now  you  know  why  they  come  off  the  street  into  a 
place  of  safety,  where  they  don't  get  harassed,"  Ricky  said.  "I'll 
show  you  the  places  where  women-not  men  in  drag-go  to  as  ref- 
uges of  safety. 

A week  later  we  got  up  in  the  best  drag  we  could  man- 
age and  went  around  the  city  to  places  where  women  gather, 
unharassed  by  men.  Ricky  took  us  to  department  stores  where 
women  go  to  enjoy  themselves  knowing  that  the  department  store 
management  will  protect  them  and  that  the  environment  of  the 
store  itself  acts  as  a protective  mechanism  against  the  worst  of 

continued  on  page  46 
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"Woman  in  the  Mirror," 

& the  "Forgotten  Voice  of  the  Female  Partner," 

& Other  Gender  Journeys 


Interview: 
Sandra  Cole, 
Ph.D. 


Sandra  S.  Cole , 

Ph.D.,  is  Professor  and 
Director  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  Medical  Center’s 
Comprehensive  Gender 
Services  Program.  The  CGSP 
is  a unique  facility  serving  all 
the  hues  in  the  gender  rainbow. 

The  CGSP  provides  a full 
range  of  care  from  initial 
evaluation,  full  mental  health 
services,  primary  health  care, 
and  for  transsexuals  goes  all 
the  way  through  sex  reassign- 
ment surgery.  It  offers  support 
groups,  couples  and  family 
counseling,  and  a broad  range 
of  other  services.  Dr.  Cole  has 
been  actively  involved  with  the 
transgender  community  since 
1 982,  on  both  a local  and 
national  level.  Her  primary 
work  has  focused  on  wives  and 
partners  of  all  transgendered 
individuals  (M2F  and  F2M). 

Dr.  Cole  is  an  AASECT 

certified  sex  educator  and  counselor  and  past  president  of  the 
American  Association  of  Sex  Educators,  Counselors  and  Therapists 
(AASECT).  Dr.  Cole's  current  research  is  on  Health  Care  needs  of 
the  TG  Community  and  on  Experiences  of  Exploitation  and  Violence 
in  the  Community.  She  has  published  widely,  authoring  book 
chapters  and  journal  articles,  abstracts,  reviews,  and  audio-visual 
materials.  Dr.  Cole  is  the  recipient  of  many  awards  from  the  TG 
community,  including  awards  from  IFGE,  the  Human  Outreach  and 
Achievement  Institute,  Crossroads,  Chi  Chapter  Tri-Ess,  Iowa 
Artistry  and  others.  She  is  a member  of  IFGE,  AEGIS  and  the 
Harry  Benjamin  International  Gender  Dysphoria  Association,  Inc. 
Recently  she  led  the  special  Spouses  and  Significant  Others  Program 
at  California  Unity,  the  combined  1997  IFGE / California  Dreamin' 
conference.  Shortly  afterward.  Dr.  Cole  spoke  movingly  with 
Transgender  editor-in-chief,  Jean  Marie  Stine,  about  her  efforts  in 
behalf  of  the  female  spouses  and  partners  of  M2F  transgendered 
individuals,  and  about  the  services  provided  at  the  University  of 
Michigan’s  CGSP.  She  also  offered  some  telling  words  of  advice  for 
M2F  CDs,  TGs  and  TSs  looking  for  partners  willing  to  share  their 
"gender  journey,”  or  living  with  female  partners  they  hope  will  share 

that  journey  with  them. 


Transgender:  We 

understand  that  the 
Comprehensive  Gender 
Studies  Program  takes  a 
different  approach  than 
other  clinics  and  transgen- 
der service  agencies. 

Cole:  The 

Comprehensive  Gender 
Services  Program  (CGSP)  at 
the  University  of  Michigan 
Medical  center  is,  as  far  as 
we  know,  a unique 
program  that  serves  the 
TG  community,  individu- 
als and  their  families,  in 
mental  health,  primary 
care,  and  surgical  services 
of  all  types.  In  addition, 
we  have  community 
organizations  that  work 
jointly  with  us,  offering 
services  which  enhance 
the  gender  journey.  We 
include  a school  of 
electrolysis, 

myomassologists  (massage 
therapists),  reflexologists, 
speech  and  language 
therapy,  aestheticians, 
cosmetologists,  full  service 
salons,  bookstores,  the 
local  gay/lesbian/TG  bar, 
the  GLBT  programs  office 
at  the  central  campus, 
dentists,  a pharmacy  that  is  gender-friendly  for  filling  pre- 
scriptions for  hormones,  and  on  and  on.  We  work  in  a compre- 
hensive team  program  so  that  when  someone  calls  our  office 
they're  screened  and  interviewed.  If  appropriate,  they  are 
given  an  intake  interview,  and  then  assigned  to  a mental  health 
therapist.  At  the  CGSR  we  don't  use  terms  like  'dysfunction'  or 
'dysphoria.'  We  call  it  the  'gender  journey'  because  there's  no 
expected  outcome  or  rigid  process.  We  are  members  of  the 
Harry  Benjamin  Society  and  we  use  the  Benjamin  standards  as 
recommended  guidelines.  Each  case  is  individualized.  So 
there's  absolutely  no  rigidity  in  our  program,  no  specified 
length  of  time  or  number  of  visits  a person  has  to  make  to  this 
specialist  or  that  before  they  can  go  on  to  the  next  step.  CGSP 
and  the  University  of  Michigan  Medical  Center  have  adopted 
their  own  standards  of  care,  reflecting  the  Benjamin  standards 
and  the  UMMC  standards  of  excellence  and  quality  assurance 
of  health  care  service  delivery.  We  have  what's  called  a 'virtual 
office,'  which  means  that  we  have  tried  very  hard  not  to  have  a 
'building'  where  all  of  the  team  works  together  in  one  place. 
Centralizing  a facility  like  that  could  make  the  CGSP  and  its 
clients  vulnerable  to  prejudice  and  a target  for  genderphobic 
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responses.  Our  services  are  spread  throughout  the  hospital,  medi- 
cal campus,  central  campus,  and  community.  All  the  providers 
of  services  in  our  program  have  come  to  the  CGSP  and  asked  to 
be  a part  of  CGSP  services.  They  in  turn  provide  these  services 
through  their  already  established  offices  and  clinics.  In  terms  of 
running  a program,  that  arrangement  translates  into  a much  lower 
operating  cost  than  leasing  or  buying  a separate  building.  Fees 
are  lower  or  competitive  with  others  in  the  country  because  cli- 
ents can  just  simply  go  to  appointments  all  over  the  campus. 

Transgender:  Does  the  CGSP  work  primarily  with  trans- 

(sexuals  or  crossdressers  or  both ? 

Cole:  We  work  with 

(the  entire  spectrum  of  people 
who  have  gender  questions,  who 
are  conflicted  or  concerned  in 
any  way.  The  CGSP  works  with 
everyone,  wherever  they  on  that 
spectrum,  at  whatever  point  in 
time,  individuals  who  have  ques- 
tions or  concerns,  from 
crossdressers  and 

transgenderists,  all  the  way 
through  transsexuals.  And  we 
stay  with  them  whereever  their 
gender  journey  realistically  takes 
them.  The  one  thing  that's  very 
different  about  the  CGSP  is  that 
in  other  cities  around  the  coun- 
try the  scarce  resources  for  the 
transgendered  are  scattered 
around  piecemeal.  It's  not  pos- 
sible to  just  call  up  one  central 
location  and  say,  "I  would  like 
to  enter  the  program  because  I am 
transsexual  and  may  be  a candi- 
date for  sex  reassignment  sur- 
gery," and  have  all  your  needs, 
from  psychological  evaluation  to 
support  groups,  cosmetiticians, 
the  prescription  of  hormones, 
and  even  surgery  coordinated 
through  one  central  program. 

For  someone  who  believes  they 
are  transsexual,  for  instance,  we 
would  require  review  of  all  ex- 
isting medical  and  mental  health 
records.  If  the  person  hasn't  had  adequate  medical  care,  such  as 
regular  primary  health  care,  which  is  so  often  the  case  in 
"genderland,"  we  would  do  a complete  medical  evaluation.  We 
would  want  to  be  sure  that  the  person  is  in  good  health,  that 
any  hormones  they  take  have  no  medical  ill  effects  on  their 
body  and  the  dosage  is  safe  for  them.  In  some  cases,  we  have 
had  clients  come  in  who  were  taking  unprescribed  hormones  or 
hormones  from  the  black  market.  We  want  to  be  certain  that 
there  are  no  other  systemic  problems,  either  hereditary  or  just 
from  natural  aging,  that  might  impact  health  or  hormones.  We 
would  then  evaluate  them  psychologically.  Many  times  people 
think  that  having  surgery  will  fix  their  entire  world.  But  all  it 
really  does  is  make  someone  feel  more  congruent  with  them- 
selves after  many  years  of  carefully-planned  preparation.  We  want 
to  avoid  disappointment  and  tragedy  after  surgery  because  some- 
one doesn't  have  realistic  expectations.  A lot  of  times,  people 
get  frustrated  with  a careful  process  that  takes  time,  either  be- 
cause they  are  impatient  or  because  they  are  not  used  to  going 
to  doctors  for  medical  and  mental  health  assistance.  Some  may 
have  been  to  an  endocrinologist  for  hormones,  and  the  physi- 
cian may  not  have  much  personal  involvement  with  their  whole 
history.  Some  haven't  been  seeing  counselors  for  their  gender 
issues  and  may  inappropriately  obtain  their  approval  letters  for 


surgery.  CGSP  offers  lifetime  wellcare  and  aftercare  post-surgery, 
which  isn't  usually  available  in  other  places.  So,  our  gender  jour- 
ney with  the  patient  at  the  CGSP  is  extremely  comprehensive 
and  quite  unique. 

Transgender:  Much  attention  in  the  gender  community 
has  been  focused  on  the  inner  struggles  of  male-to-female 
crossdressers  and  transsexuals.  You  have  focused  much  of  your 
own  personal  efforts  on  the  inner  struggles  of  their  wives  and  part- 
ners. Why  do  you  call  this , "the  forgotten  journey  of  the  female 
partner"? 

Cole:  The  voices  of  the  women  who  learn  or  discover 
they  are  pretendered  with 
crossdressers  or  transsexuals  are  not 
really 

distinctly  heard  or  understood  in  the 
way  that  really  supports  the  long-term 
viability  of  the  relationship.  Nor  does 
it  support  the  beginning  of  her  own 
experience  with  her  partner's  gender 
journey,  which  starts  many  years  af- 
ter her  partner's  childhood  awareness 
of  being  transgendered.  So,  in  the 
larger  TG  conferences  like  SPICE, 
Southern 

Comfort,  and  this  year's  IFGE  national 
convention  in  Long  Beach,  I have 
dedicated  my  time  to  offering  small 
group  discussions  and  other  support- 
ive, self-help,  educational  work  with 
the  wife/partner.  We  women  try  to 
pool  our  creative  skills  and  our  aware- 
ness, and  to  share  our  experiences, 
feelings  and  perceptions  with  each 
other.  I try  to  assist  these  women  in 
exploring  what  some  of  their  own  is- 
sues might  be.  Sometimes  these  issues 
have  exclusively  to  do  with  their  part- 
ner being  TG.  But  frequently  they 
concern  a woman's  own  personal  his- 
tory. As  you  know,  anything  TG  some- 
times tends  to  get  amplified  way  out 
of  proportion  to  situations  like  fam- 
ily, church,  community,  neighbors, 
relatives,  jobs,  etc.  We  try  to  help  each 
other  with  ways  to  become  more  pro- 
active, how  to  interact  in  a more  posi- 
tive way.  I try  to  help  destigmatize  the  presence  of  transgender 
and  assist  them  in  integrating  TG  into  a realistic  place  in  the 
relationship  for  that  particular  couple.  It's  been  a profoundly 
important  experience  for  all  of  us,  I believe. 

Transgender:  What  ultimately  determines  how  a woman 
reacts  when  she  discovers  her  partner  is  a crossdresser  or  a trans- 
sexual? 

Cole:  I think  how  she  learns,  when  she  learns,  and 
from  whom  she  learns  are  critical  factors  in  how  available  she 
will  be  to  accommodate  the  presence  of  transgender  in  the  rela- 
tionship with  some  kind  of  peace,  harmony  and  satisfaction. 
When  a woman  has  been  partnered  or  married,  perhaps  for  many 
years,  and  then  suddenly  learns  of  a husband's  lifelong  cross- 
dressing or  wanting  to  be  a woman,  her  feelings  of  anger,  fear, 
anxiety,  and  betrayal  are  common.  Since  she  has  been  kept  in 
ignorance  of  this  part  of  him  through  the  entire  relationship, 
she  has  been  developing  one  "picture"  of  who  he  is  and  who 
she  is  and  who  "they"  are.  And  her  partner,  of  course,  has 
another  "picture"  entirely.  She's  also  been  socialized  to  have  an 
expectation  of  what  life  would  be  like  as  an  adult:  Usually  mar- 
riage, a career,  family,  everything  perfect.  And  because  she's 
totally  uninformed  or  unaware  about  transgender  issues,  there's 
no  place  in  her  "picture"  for  a transgendered  partner.  All  she 
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may  know  about  transgender  or  crossdressing  is  the  outrageous  end 
of  the  transgender  spectrum  they  feature  on  talk  shows.  And  since 
crossdressers  commonly  come  out  later  on  in  life,  usually  a whole  life 
pattern  has  already  been  established  between  her  and  her  partner: 
career,  a place  in  the  community,  children,  habits  of  recreation,  friend- 
ships, family,  and  so  on.  Most  of  society  is  pretty  much  uninformed 
about  TG,  so  she  may  feel  she  doesn't  have  any  one  to  consult  or  any 
coping  skills  to  work  with.  Because  of  the  personal  values  that  she 
has  developed  and  internalized  she  may  be  shocked,  and  perhaps  re- 
pulsed, or  frightened  on  learning.  For,  like  all  the  rest  of  society,  she 
has  been  taught  that  anything  that  isn't  common  and  mainstream  is 
variant  or  deviant.  To  have  her  whole  life  complicated  or  destroyed 
with  exposure  to  something  that  might  be  seen  as  deviant  is  very 
frightening  to  partners,  as  it  would  be  to  anyone.  And  when  there  are 
children  involved,  her  first  instinct  will  be  to  protect  them  from  harm — 
emotional  or  any  other  kind.  So  the  woman  may  be  very  distinctly 
realistically  and  REASONABLY  alarmed  when  she  discovers  this.  She 
experiences  a CLEARLY  understood  feeling  of  deception,  disloyalty, 
that  there  has  been  a large  breech  of  faith.  Naturally,  she  asks  herself 
questions  like,  "What  else  don't  I know?  I've  given  my  life  to  you  and 
(perhaps)  born  your  children.  Now,  there's  this  whole  other  part  of 
you  I don't  know." 

Transgender:  What  do  these  women  find  most  difficult  about 
accepting  their  partner's  transgenderism? 

Cole:  They  find  it  very  hard  to  understand  why  their  part- 
ners never  told  them  about  it,  kept  it  secret.  I try  to  help  wives  and 
partners  consider  that  the  TG  may  have  been  frightened  that  if  the 
truth  were  known,  they  would  be  rejected  by  the  person  they  love 
the  most.  That  in  the  TG  partner's  eyes,  the  secret  was  kept  both  for 
their  own  protection  and  for  that  of  the  relationship.  A TG's  wife/ 
partner  may  not  comprehend  that  intent  in  the  early  stages  of  her 
discovery.  Women  in  our  culture  are  socialized  to  anticipate  the  be- 
trayal of  affairs,  and  that  they  may  have  to  compete  with  other  women 
who  are  viewed  as  predators  to  the  relationship.  But  women  are  not 
socialized  to  anticipate  competing  with,  what  I would  call  affection- 
ately, the  "woman  in  the  mirror,"  the  other,  secret  part  of  herTG  part- 
ner. One  day,  out  of  the  blue,  a wife  has  this  profound  experience  of 
transgender  information  confronting  her,  without  any  tools  to  help 
her  navigate  her  way  through  the  emotional  complexities.  Further- 
more, herTG  partner  may  inadvertently  and  unwisely  compound  mat- 
ters by  saying,  well-meaningly  enough,  "Well,  now  that  you  know, 
let's  go  to  the  mall  and  shop  for  a new  dress  for  me!"  The  TG  partner 
may  not  realize  that  while  they  have  known  about,  and  been  learning 
to  accept,  their  TG  nature  since  childhood,  the  wife/partner  has  just 
been  walloped  by  it  and  is  probably  experiencing  an  emotional  crisis. 
We  all  experience  emotional  trauma  at  some  point  or  other  in  life.  The 
profound  intensity  of  its  first  impact  may  not  last  a long  time.  But  it 
does  take  a while  to  learn  to  become  familiar  with,  and  learn  to  inte- 
grate and  accommodate,  or  reject,  something  like  a partner's  cross- 
dressing when  you  feel  you've  been  blind-sided  by  it. 

T ransgender:  What  would  you  advise  spouses  or  couples  in  such 
a situation? 

Cole:  Find  a gender-experienced  counselor  or  therapist  who 
can  work  with  them  in  their  journey  right  away.  Such  couples  need 
support  and  skilled  guidance  as  they  begin  to  discuss  these  issues,  so 
they  can  learn  and  understand  from  each  other  on  a positive  and  ben- 
eficial way — a therapist  who  is  equally  sensitive  to  both  of  them  and 
each  of  their  needs.  I have  been  told  by  women  for  years  that  many 
times  when  they  go  to  counseling  with  their  TG  partners — because 
they  want  to  keep  the  family  together;  because  they  don't  know  what 
to  do;  because  they're  at  a loss;  because  they're  frightened;  because 
they  don't  know  how  long  or  how  far  this  thing  is  going  to  take  their 
partner — when  they  get  there,  instead  of  addressing  their  own  acute 
concerns,  much  of  the  counseling  seems  focused  on  their  TG  partner. 
Now  surely,  the  TG  partner  needs  a lot  of  respectful  attention  to  vali- 
date and  help  them  feel  safe  and  good  about  themselves  through  the 
learning  experiences  that  occur  in  counseling.  But  all  too  often,  women 
say  they  feel  that  the  expectation  from  both  their  spouse  and  the  coun- 
selor is  that  the  wife  quickly  jump  on  the  gender  bandwagon  and 
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is  truly  attracted  to  and  holds  precious  in  the  relationship.  Very,  very 
often  these  desired  qualities  turn  out  to  originate  from  the  distinctly 
feminine  side  in  her  partner  (whatever  masculine  and  feminine  means). 
A good  therapist  will  consider  listening  to  whatever  concerns,  issues 
and  personal  history  of  the  female  partner  might  impact  further  on 
her  concerns  about  the  relationship.  It  is  extremely  important  to  at- 
tempt to  understand  and  fully  respect  the  wife/partner's  experiences 
and  her  responses  to  her  TG  partner. 

Transgender:  What  kind  of  concerns  and  personal  history  could 
a woman  have  that  might  complicate  such  a relationship ? 

COLE:  I'll  give  you  a classical  example:  If  the  wife  grew  up 
in  a divorced  family,  she  could  easily  have  childhood  fears  and  expec- 
tations of  being  betrayed  or  abandoned  by  a major  change.  Or  per- 
haps there  was  someone  in  her  family  who  was  an  alcoholic.  Or  she 
may  have  been  raped,  sexually  exploited,  or  a victim  of  incest  (1  in  3 
women  have  experienced  some  kind  of  sexual  exploitation  by  the  time 
they're  13-15  years-old).  So  when  her  partner  comes  home  and  an- 
nounces that  they  are  a crossdresser,  transgenderist  or  transsexual, 
she  may  experience  a triggering  of  this  other,  absolutely  unanticipated 
memory  and  feeling  of  betrayal  about  the  person  she  loves.  It  can  trig- 
ger earlier  traumas  she's  experienced  and  perhaps  never  was  able  to 
process.  It  is  very,  very  crucial  for  everyone  involved — the  woman, 
her  spouse  and  the  therapist — to  honor  those  life  experiences  and 
work  through  them  during  counseling.  Many  times  women  will  say 
that  they  don't  receive  that  kind  of  counseling  from  therapists,  even 
thought  the  therapist  is  genuinely  concerned  and  trying. 

Transgender:  Many  single  male-to-female  TGs,  especially  those 
who  have  been  rejected  for  it  by  a previous  partner,  express  concern  about 
how  to  tell  if  a potential  mate  will  be  TG-friendly  and  how  to  introduce 
the  topic  when  a new  relationship  starts  to  develop. 

Cole:  My  impression  is  that  the  women  who  are  attracted  to 
TG  individuals,  but  who  don't  yet  know  that  the  person  is  TG,  are 
actually  attracted  to  deeper  qualities  that  include  theTG  components. 
So,  I strongly  urge  being  genuinely  honest  at  the  beginning  at  the 
relationship — not  necessarily  the  first  contact,  but  at  the  beginning 
of  any  sign  of  seriousness  in  a relationship.  That  way  the  relationship 
has  a healthy  opportunity  to  develop,  including  the  special  TG  ele- 
ments. There's  no  formula  of  where  to  go  to  find  a TG-friendly  woman 
that  will  guarantee  she's  got  the  appropriate  attributes.  I think  that 
risk-taking  and  self-confidence  enough  to  share  about  being  TG  with 
a potential  partner  is  critical  to  a healthy  future  together.  I also  believe 
a pulse  is  developing  as  a new  voice  in  the  community,  for  the  couples 
where  the  TG  component  really  works.  Transgender  becomes  a pas- 
sionate part  of  the  relationship,  creating  an  electric,  dynamic  syn- 
ergy between  them  that  is,  as  I say,  very  "hot."  Honesty  and  self- 
disclosure on  the  part  of  the  TG  partner  creates  trust  at  a deep  level, 
so  that  the  woman  feels  an  empowerment  and  expansion  of  her  own 
experience  femininity.  She  becomes  available  to  experience  the  broad 
spectrum  of  her  own  sexuality  and  gender  expression,  that  many 
continued  on  page  44 


help  her  partner.  Mean- 
while, she's  still  in  an  emo- 
tionally traumatic  place  in 
her  own  heart.  So,  in  my 
workshops,  these  women 
tell  me  they  really  appre- 
ciate having  some  focus  on 
themselves  without  the 
expectation  that  they  need 
to  be  fixed  or  do  any  fix- 
ing. The  desire  to  partici- 
pate will  come  naturally,  if 
at  all,  once  a woman  has 
an  opportunity  to  learn 
and  sort  things  out.  Only 
then  can  she  have  the  abil- 
ity to  step  back  and  con- 
sider the  true  spirit  of  her 
TG  partner;  only  then  can 
she  evaluate  the  things  she 
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just  Like  a Woman,  Redux 

Monica  Jay's  Moving  Farewell  to  Gerald/ine 
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JUST  LIKE  A 


-Bill  Hoffmann,  NEW  YORK  POST 

erald  had  come  to  my  house  a 
fugitive  in  search  of  shelter, 
having  been  turned  away  from 
A 1$  his  own  home  by  the  wife  he 

JBjr  had  loved.  He  had  lost  her  and 
his  children  too,  a man  bereaved 
and  made  homeless  overnight. 

For  he,  who  was  later  to  be- 
come my  lover  and  was  so  beautifully 
masculine  in  every  way,  a fighter  and  a leader,  was  also  a cross- 
dresser, a transvestite.  At  regular  intervals,  about  three  or  four 
times  a week,  he  had  felt  the  compelling  need  to  strip  himself  of 
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-Coryn  James,  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES 


"A  FEEL  GOOD 
MOVIE  WITH 
A HEART 
OF  GOLD!" 


all  his  male  clothing  and  transform  himself  into  a female;  he  would 
shower  and  shave  himself  meticulously,  and  prepare  himself  for 
the  big  change-over.  He  would  put  on  soft  female  clothing  and 
adorn  himself  in  a dark  curly  wig,  and  call  himself  Geraldine, 
and  bid  good-bye  temporarily  to  Gerald  and  all  his  cares. 

At  first  I had  thought  it  funny  and  a big  joke.  But  I had 
been  in  love  with  him  already,  with  Gerald  the  man,  so  darkly 
attractive,  a man  beautiful  in  shape  and  movement.  So  that,  in 
spite  of  my  puzzlement  at  his  transformations,  I was  drawn  to 
him  irresistibly,  as  the  moth  to  the  light. 

Yet  it  was  not  just  his  crossdressing  which  I found  so 
baffling — anyone  can  change  their  clothing!  But  Gerald  changed 
into  Geraldine  completely.  He  felt  himself  to  be  such  a different 
person  altogether,  a relaxed  and  happy  female  looking  at  the  world 
from  quite  a different  angle  to  Gerald,  never  mind  how  troubled 
he  was.  A beautiful  escape  from  the  cares  of  Gerald's  world.  As 
time  progressed  and  I got  to  know  him  better,  I often  envied  him 
this  ability  to  escape,  if  just  for  awhile,  into  another,  happier 
person,  unencumbered  and  carefree  and  utterly  at  peace. 

Even  so,  Gerald  had  known  full  well  that  he  could  not 
allow  Geraldine,  his  alter-ego,  to  have  it  all  her  own  way.  After 
all,  where  would  it  have  led  to?  She  would  have  wished  to  linger 
with  me  in  self-indulgence,  in  softness  and  sweetness,  and  life 
just  isn't  like  that!  To  the  Gerald  side  of  him,  real  life  was  out 
there  among  the  men,  and  that  meant  pressure  and  demands  on 
Gerald's  masculinity  and  the  conquering  of  a big  business  chal- 
lenge: the  chase,  the  battle.  Yes,  Gerald  needed  that  battlefield; 
it  proved  to  him  that  he  was  a real  man,  as  good  as  any  other. 

And  he  was  good  at  the  battle.  He  fully  accepted  and 
endorsed  the  rules  of  the  masculine  game,  having  spent  his  boy- 
hood in  one  of  England's  great  public  schools  specializing  in  the 
breeding  of  leaders.  There  was  nothing  immoral  in  kicking  out  a 
competitor  and  causing  him  total  ruin.  But  with  the  people  who 
worked  under  him  he  was  kind,  always  as  long  as  they  kept  up 
with  what  was  required  of  them.  With  a good  employee  he  be- 
came the  friendly  boss,  trusting,  trustworthy,  and  benevolent. 

Sometimes  while  Gerald  was  still  with  me,  they  both 
blended  in  my  mind  utterly  into  one,  Gerald  and  Geraldine,  as 
indeed  they  truly  were.  Though  Gerald  was  no  ordinary  trans- 
vestite by  any  means,  not  a plain  cross-dress-and-relax-man  he! 
He  was  at  the  very  extreme  of  the  transvestite  spectrum,  an  ul- 
tra-transvestite, changing  his  personality  so  totally  and  so  com- 
pletely, that  even  I found  it  difficult  to  think  that  Gerald  was 
there  somewhere,  hidden  inside  the  outer  trappings  of  Geraldine. 
Nor  could  I believe,  seeing  Gerald  before  me  in  all  his  handsome, 
beguiling  male  charm,  so  expensively  tailored,  so  meticulously 
turned  out,  that  he  was  the  one  who  would  later  that  night  be- 
come my  female  companion,  my  romantic  lover-mistress,  in  the 
guise  of  Geraldine. 

Once  in  a while  we  went  to  visit  Pembrook  Gardens  just 
off  the  Earls  Court  Road  in  the  Western  part  of  London,  a quiet 
Victorian  crescent  now  studded  with  small  hotels.  There,  down- 
stairs in  The  Pembrook  bar,  we  met  with  other  transvestites,  and 
Geraldine  had  shone  among  them,  tall  and  striking.  There  had 
also  been  others  on  the  scene,  new  to  me  and  fascinating,  the 
drag  queens,  for  instance.  They  were  gay  men,  so  overdone  and 
looking  like  something  out  of  a pantomime,  that  they  made  femi- 
ninity look  wickedly  funny,  ridiculous.  These  drag  queens  were 
so  different  from  the  transvestites  I knew  who  venerated  women 
and  longed  to  absorb  the  very  essence  of  femininity  and  make  it 
their  own,  if  only  for  a little  while  as  an  escape. 

continued  on  page  46 
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TheTG  Community 
at  a Click  - Almost! 

The  Electronic  Whole  Earth  TV  Resource  Guide 
(Eclipse  Enterprises) 

Reviewed  by  Sibly  Whyte 

Don't  let  the  title  mislead  you.  This 
guide  is  as  much  for  the  TS,  with 
information  on  hormones,  SRS  sur 
geons,  and  therapists,  as  it  is  for 
crossdressers.  Distributed  on  com 
puter  diskette  by  Eclipse  Enter 
prises,  the  guide  contains  "350 
pages  of  information,  over  twenty 
times  our  nearest  competitor."  The 
Electronic  Whole  Earth  TV  Resource  Guide  is  intended  as  the  ulti- 
mate guide  for  the  beginning  crossdresser  or  transsexual  just 
plunking  their  pinkies  into  the  water.  Arranged  by  country,  state, 
and  city,  the  mere  click  of  a mouse  will  provide  such  information 
as  local  organizations,  TG-friendly  bars  and  restaurants,  salons, 
clothing  stores,  photographers,  therapists,  bookstores,  hotels, 
electrologists,  events,  drag  shows,  and  a good  deal  more.  Also 
included  are  listings  for  Canada,  Africa,  Asia,  Australia,  France, 
Germany,  South  America,  and  other  nations.  All  in  all  the  guide 
is  a rather  impressive  product.  But  be  warned,  some  listings  are 
as  much  as  three  years  out  of  date;  addressees  have  changed,  or 
the  enterprise  has  ceased  to  exist  all  together.  And,  although  the 
guide  claims  it  "includes  female  to  male  info,"  we  found  only  one 
listing,  and  that  was  for  FTM  International.  The  American  Boyz 
and  such  long-established  organizations  as  the  North  Hampton 
group  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  However,  for  newcom- 
ers looking  for  quick  references  at  a click.  The  Electronic  Whole 
Earth  TV  Resource  Guide  is  a bargain.  (Contact 
ECLIPSE678@AOL.COM) 

(Sibly  Whyte  is  a crossdresser  from  Southern  California.) 
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A Self-Made  Man: 

The  Diary  of  a Man  Born  in  a Woman's  Body 

by  Paul  Hewitt  with  Jane  Warren  (Trafalgar  Square) 


Reviewed  by  Frankie  Hill 

Slowly  but  surely  the  list  of  autobiogra 
phies  by  female-to-male  transsexuals  is 
catching  up  to  that  of  those  written  by 
their  male-to-female  sisters.  A Self-Made 
Man  is  the  work  of  Paul  Hewitt,  a Brit 
ish  F2M  who,  being  unable  to  escape  a 
period  of  time  spent  as  a "professional 
transsexual,"  took  up  the  reins  and  pub 
lished  the  diary  of  his  two-year-long 


transition.  His  collaborator  was  Jane  Warren,  a writer  who  worked 
with  Paul  to  create  what  seems  like  a combination  of  his  actual 
diary  and  a dialogue  with  readers  as  to  what  being  a contempo- 
rary British  F2M  is  like. 

A Self-Made  Man  appears  to  be  targeted  toward  main- 
stream audiences,  and  gives 
an  in-depth,  first-person 
account  of  Paul's  transition. 
It  describes  how  the  British 
legal  and  medical  systems 
deal  with  transition,  and 
scatters  insights  throughout 
the  book  that  could  apply 
to  F2Ms  or  TSs  in  general 
anywhere.  Some  just  begin- 
ning to  think  about  their 
own  possible  transition, 
may  stumble  on  it  and  find 
Paul's  diary  an  excellent 
starting  point,  and  a good 
book  to  hand  to  family 
members  or  friends  when 
they  get  tired  of  talking  or 
don't  know  what  to  say. 

Its  usefulness  and 
poignancy  to  readers  not  in 
need  of  an  introduction  to 
TS  or  F2M  life  shouldn't  be 
overlooked.  The  real  content 
of  the  author's  diary  lies  clearly  visible  behind  his  initial  layer  of 
self-and-TS-introduction.  The  parts  of  the  book  taken  directly 
from  his  real  diary  are  the  most  vibrant,  showing  his  writing  to 
be  the  point  of  stability  throughout  his  transition.  Paul  omits  no 
detail  of  either  his  tumultuous  life  or  the  range  of  emotions  it 
provokes,  from  his  first,  anxiety-filled  decision  to  come  out  at 
work  and  crossdress  on  the  job.  He  faced  copious  other  chal- 
lenges: changing  his  name,  dealing  with  the  media,  quitting  his 
job  and  trying  to  survive,  entering  journalism  school  as  a man, 
his  efforts  to  meet  women  and  his  string  of  relationships  with 
them,  maintaining  his  connection  to  his  family,  learning  how  to 
be  perceived  as  a man  in  all  manner  of  social  situations.  At  the 
same  time  he  makes  no  effort  to  hide  his  elation  at  all  victorious 
points:  the  first  shot  of  testosterone  and  the  new  hairs  he  counts, 
learning  to  use  his  mail-order  prosthetic  penis  (later  realizing 
with  a laugh  that  he  had  been  a bit  too  ambitious  in  selecting  its 
size),  and  the  constant  unchanging  support  of  his  twin  sister. 

Almost  every  entry  reveals  the  tension  between  his  ef- 
forts to  bolster  his  courage,  as  seen  in  his  many  pep  talks,  and 
the  fears  that  would  hold  him  back  if  he  let  them,  which  are 
evident  in  a number  of  his  dreams  and  nightmares.  Right  after 
his  second  hormone  shot,  he  dreams  of  fruitlessly  searching  a 
mirror  for  his  reflection,  only  to  find  it  materialize  more  femi- 
nine than  ever  and  smiling  at  him.  The  book  ends  with  the 
buildup,  letdown,  second  buildup  and  final  victory  of  his  chest 


PAUL  HEWITT 

WITH  ]ANE  WARREN 
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surgery,  and  the  state  of  peace  and  integrity  in  which  he  finally 
parts  ways  with  the  audience. 

Such  faults  as  the  book  has  are  due  mostly  to  Paul's  habit 
of  repetition,  some  of  which  reads  as  if  he  is  trying  to  justify  or 
defend  his  thoughts.  In  practically  every  diary  entry  there  is 
something  he's  already  said  several  times  before,  such  as  who 
Tula  is,  or  reminding  us  that  he  is  a hot-blooded  heterosexual 
man.  Some  repetition  in  a diary  is  to  be  expected.  I enjoyed  his 
excitedly  keeping  tabs  on  his  body  hair  count  and  muscle  growth, 
but  at  times  he  seemed  to  be  'looking  at  the  camera,'  and  saying 
to  the  reader  "I  am  such-and-such  (horny,  able  to  cry,  a regular 
Joe,  etc.),  after  all...''  Some  readers  may  become  impatient,  want- 
ing to  know  about  what  he  does  or  thinks  as  a hot-blooded  het- 
ero  guy,  or  a regular  Joe,  rather  than  have  him  reintroduce  him- 
self as  one  over  and  over.  Since  he  makes  clear  that  he  sees  him- 
self as  having  been  placed  in  the  wrong  body,  having  a strong 
desire  to  'pass'  when  in  public,  seeming  to  see  his  transsexuality 
as  mostly  a vehicle  for,  or  an  obstacle  in  the  path  of,  his  male- 
ness, many  readers  will  wonder  whether  or  not  he  surmised  that 
all  F2Ms  were  like  him,  or  if  he  was  describing  himself  alone.  Mr. 
Hewitt  is  an  articulate  ambassador  of  the  F2M  and  TS  communi- 
ties, speaking  with  sensitivity  and  wit  to  what  could  include  a 
potentially  bigoted  crowd  of  strangers  as  if  they  were  already 
close  enough  as  friends  to  read  his  personal  diary.  One  hopes  to 
see  this  book  out  on  the  shelves  of  mainstream  bookstores  like 
Barnes  & Noble  where  he  intends  it  to  be. 

(Frankie  Hill  is  a co-founder  of  the  Boston  chapter  of  the 
American  Boyz) 


Deviant  Is  as  Deviant  Does: 
Black  Gender"Criminals" 


Honey , Honey , Miss  Thang:  Being  Black,  Gay, 
and  on  the  Streets 

by  Leon  E.  Pettiway  (Temple  University  Press) 


Reviewed  by  Jody  Norton 

Leon  E.  Pettiway 's  Honey,  Honey,  Miss 
Thang:  Being  Black,  Gay,  and  on  the 
Streets  consists  of  autobiographical 
narratives  of  five  African-American, 
male-to-female  cross-dressing,  drug- 
addicted  prostitutes  (one  in  recovery) 
assembled  as  part  of  the  field  research 
for  a grant  from  the  National  Insti 
tute  on  Drug  Abuse  (NIDA).  In  an  in- 
troductory essay  Pettiway,  a professor  of  criminal  justice  at  Indi- 
ana University,  argues  that  academic  sociology  has  too  often  ef- 
faced the  material  reality  of  its  subjects'  lives  in  order  to  present 
abstract  theorizations  based  on  statistical  analyses.  Criminolo- 
gists and  sociologists  often  lump  people  such  as  the  five 
transgenders  in  this  book  into  reductive,  ideologically-loaded 
categories  like  “deviant,"  without  any  attempt  to  address  their 


particularities.  In  contrast,  Pettiway  proposes  “not  only  that  de- 
viant people  live  lives  of  value  but  that  denying  this  premise 
does  violence  to  our  ability  to  conceptualize  the  lives  of  those  we 
consider  deviant."  Noting  the  assumption  that  people  like 
Shontae,  China,  Detra,  Keisha,  and  Monique  are  criminals,  and 
the  tendency  to  explain  this  "criminality"  in  terms  of  defects  of 
character  or  environment,  Pettiway  asks  why  the  courage,  faith, 
devotion,  and  creativity  they  reveal  in  their  personal  lives  should 
be  irrelevant  to  our  sense  of  who  they  are.  He  states:  "This  book 
hopes  to  spark  the  recognition  that  the  sum  total  of  the  deviant 
person's  life  and  world  view  is  more  than  his  or  her  failure  to 
socialize  according  to  some  prescribed  set  of  norms." 

The  subjects'  narratives  are  striking  in  contradictory 
ways.  On  one  level,  the  variety  of  senses  of  self  and  gender  is 
remarkable.  One  cannot  simply  dismiss  these  people  as  "drag 
queens,"  as  though  that  meant  the  same  thing  in  each  case.  On 
another  level,  it  is  remarkable  how  much  the  subjects — who  come 
from  stable,  two-parent  working-class  families,  as  well  as 
stereotypically  impoverished  and  abusive  backgrounds — seem 
drawn  to  a very  similar  set  of  life  choices  and  behavior  patterns. 
Each  has  gravitated  to  drugs  and,  sooner  or  later,  to  prostitu- 
tion, consciously  for  economic  reasons  and  for  the  rush  of  "the 
life,"  but  unconsciously,  perhaps,  in  order  to  reverse  patterns  of 
negative  social  valuation  (prostitutes  may  be  scorned  by  the  wider 
society,  but  they  are  the  stars  of  the  street,  and  they  have  the 
earning  power  to  prove  it),  and  to  achieve  the  satisfaction  of  com- 
plexly constructed  needs  for  power.  (It  is  noteworthy,  for  ex- 
ample, that  Keisha  asserts,  "I  play  the  woman  role.  That  means 
I'm  the  boss.  What  I say  goes.") 

Why  should  there  apparently  be  so  few  options  for  these 
subjects?  To  what  extent  do  the  effects  of  growing  up  in  a viru- 
lently transphobic  and  misogynist  society  play  themselves  out 
as  a paralysis  of  initiative?  Does  guilt  become  a self-fulfilling 
prophecy  of  punishment  for  some  trans  people?  Pettiway  is  care- 
ful to  acknowledge,  "There  are  many  transgendered  individuals 
who  do  not  use  drugs  and  who  do  not  subscribe  to  the  fast  life." 

Yet,  the  book  leaves  the  very  strong  impression  that  the 
subjects'  choices  are  in  many  ways  so  strongly  culturally  deter- 
mined as  to  amount  almost  to  "fate."  One  subject,  Shontae,  re- 
flects as  follows:  "I  couldn't  say  that  I did  so  and  so  because  I 
grew  up  in  a broken  home  or  I was  beat,  you  know.  I think  mine 
mainly  came  out  of  loneliness  and  being  misunderstood.  I felt  as 
if. ..what  society  was  saying  was  what  you're  supposed  to  be  like. 
I was  made  to  really  feel  guilty,  because  of  my  upbringing,  be- 
cause I didn't  follow  life  as  some  expected  me  to." 

Over  and  over,  in  this  book,  the  lot  of  the  working-class 
or  subclass  transgenders  is  to  perform  femininity  for  a social  au- 
dience that  is  by  turns  hostile,  amused,  contemptuous,  erotically 
attracted,  and  ultimately  murderous.  Honey,  Honey,  Miss  Thang 
lets  us  share  intimately  in  the  lives  of  a particular  subset  of  trans 
people  for  whom  no  comparable  record  exists.  Professor  Pettiway 
has  given  us  an  unforgettable,  and  powerful,  gift. 


(Jody  Norton  is  transgendered  and  hails  from  the  New  England  area.) 
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A Special 
Transgender 
Tapestry 
Symposium 

There  has  been  much  controversy  stirred  up  recently  anent 
transgenders,  gays  and  so-called  "family  values."  Most  of  this  rheto- 
ric issued  from  those  who  feel  that  transgendered  people  and  their 
gay  and  lesbian  allies  somehow  represent  a threat  to  families  and 
that  their  existence  is,  in  fact,  antithetical  to  traditional  "family 
values."  To  avoid  lengthy  side  trips,  we  will  skip  over  the  question 
of  whether  such  values  were  ever  wide  spread  or  were  more  than 
mere  appearance  (with  infidelity,  shotgun  marriages,  sexual  dys- 
function, spousal  abuse,  child  abuse  and  incest  common  but  swept 
under  the  table).  The  more  germane  question  (often  unasked  and 
unanswered)  is  how  transgender  behavior  actually  impacts  on  fami- 
lies and  family  values.  Are  they  truly  antithetical,  or  might  they, 
instead,  be  benign,  compatible  or  even  supportive ? To  answer  this 
question  we  solicited  many  well-known  community  figures.  Their 
responses  appear  in  this  issue  and  in  the  previous  issue.  This  issue's 
participants  are  Sharon  Saypen  and  Dallas  Denny. 
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Sharon  Saypen, Ed. D.: 

It's  very  fashionable  to  talk  about  family  values — who 
has  them,  who  doesn't  and  that  we  used  to  have  them  once  upon 
a time.  We  love  to  throw  around  generalizations  and  make  judg- 
ments about  what  is  good  and  what  is  bad  and  talk  about  the 
good  old  days  when  we  had  religion,  integrity,  charity,  and  social 
justice.  The  problem  is  that  on  the  surface  these  things  sound 
and  look  good,  especially  when  we  use  them  to  make  others  seem 
wrong. 

If  we  really  want  to  know  about  how  terrific  humanity 
has  been  in  terms  of  family  values,  one  could  say  that  until  mod- 
ern times,  it  was  an  upper  class  thing  and  much  of  it  was  more 
appearance  than  substance.  If  one  is  a student  of  history  and 
literature,  then  one  would  be  aware  that  thievery,  rape  and  abuse 
of  women  and  children,  and  war  for  power  and  money  reigned 
throughout  the  centuries  in  the  name  of  country  and  religion. 
The  majority  of  humanity  lived  in  poverty  with  little  education 
until  this  century,  yet  there  has  been  cumulative  progress  over 
time  with  consistent  improvement  of  the  human  condition.  We 
live  today  far  better  than  we've  ever  lived  and  that  is  true  for 
each  succeeding  generation.  We  just  don't  see  it  while  we  live  it. 

Throughout  history  there  have  always  been  people  who 
lived  their  lives  in  ways  that  set  an  ethical  example  for  those 
around  them  and  which  acted  as  the  catalyst  to  improving  the 
ways  in  which  human  being  behaved.  Their  ethical  values  had  to 
do  with  respect,  nurturing,  understanding,  integrity,  charity,  and 
social  awareness.  These  people  came  from  all  walks  of  life,  all 
socioeconomic,  religious,  and  ethnic  backgrounds.  What  made 
these  people  make  a difference  was  their  humanity — the  belief  in 
the  goodness  of  man.  They  respected  differences  but  worked  to 
improve  mankind.  Some  of  the  people  are  famous  but  most  were 
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everyday  people  like  you  and  me  trying  to  improve  the  quality  of 
life. 

In  juxtaposition  to  these  people  were  those  people  who 
abused,  destroyed,  and  controlled.  It  is  no  different  today.  Hu- 
manity runs  the  gamut  from  the  most  evil  to  the  most  altruistic; 
from  those  who  exclude  to  those  who  include;  from  those  who 
condemn  to  those  who  accept;  from  those  who  hate  to  those  who 
love.  What  we're  really  talking  about  here  is  human  values,  not 
family  values.  Family  values  is  a politically  correct  phrase  to  mo- 
tivate those  who  like  exclude  others  to  vote  for  a specific  political 
party  so  they  can  obtain  power.  It  has  little  to  do  with  true  ethi- 
cal imperatives,  as  many  of  those  who  chant  the  phrase  don't  live 
with  ethical  integrity. 

Does  “family  values"  mean  only  those  who  have  families 
have  values;  does  it  mean  that  a man  and  a woman  have  to  marry 
and  then  have  children  in  order  to  have  proper  values?  What 
about  men  who  marry,  have  children,  and  abuse  their  wives  and 
children?  What  about  women  who  marry  and  neglect  their  chil- 
dren? Many  who  talk  about  family  values  don't  live  them.  What 
they  say  and  what  they  do  are  contradictory.  Look  at  some  of  the 
behavior  of  our  political  leaders.  Imagine  what  that  teaches  chil- 
dren— "say  one  thing,  but  do  another." 

To  use  the  phrase  "family  values"  may  be  exclusionary. 

! It  is  easy  to  misconstrue  and  find  a hidden  agenda.  Some  might 
use  the  phrase  as  a euphemism  for  bias,  censorship,  discrimina- 
tion, chauvinism.  Can  Catholics,  Jews  and  Moslems  practice  the 
same  "family  values?"  Therein  lies  the  rub.  Family  values  goes 
beyond  ethics  into  cultural  and  religious  orientation.  Some  cul- 
tures consider  it  a family  value  to  have  women's  faces  covered. 
Some  cultures  consider  it  a family  value  to  hit  children  if  they  are 
disrespectful.  In  defining  family  values,  one  can  be  damned  if 
you  do  or  damned  if  you  don't,  depending  on  who's  defining  the 
value.  It  tends  to  negate  the  value  of  diversity. 

Why  not  talk  about  ethics  and  the  quality  of  life  in- 
stead? Living  in  an  ethical  way  teaches  more  to  children  and  oth- 
ers with  whom  we  interact  than  talking  about  family  values.  So  I 
say  we  start  a campaign  to  change  this  phrase  to  "ethical  values," 
which  does  not  have  a negative  valence.  Aren't  we  about  teach- 
ing children  and  others  whom  we  meet  in  our  lives  honesty,  char- 
ity, integrity,  social  concern,  equality,  love,  sharing,  respect,  pro- 
ductivity? These  values  transcend  "family."  To  have  these  values 
does  not  mean  that  you  can't  be  transgendered,  gay,  black,  Hindu, 
Chinese,  poor,  homeless,  single,  childless,  etc.  To  have  these  val- 
ues means  you  care  about  others,  humanity,  the  world,  and  all 
the  things  in  it;  to  have  these  values  means  you  don't  behave  in 
ways  that  purposely  hurt  others  or  take  away  other  people's  free- 
dom. 

So  what  does  "ethical  values"  have  to  do  with  being 
transgendered?  NOTHING!  I know  people  who  consider  them- 
selves upright  and  religious  who  are  married  with  children,  who 
say  they  are  God-fearing  people,  who  say  they  are  proponents  of 
family  values;  yet  they  cheat  on  their  spouse  or  they  silently  cheat 
in  their  business;  they  rarely  interact  with  their  children;  they 
don't  help  an  old  lady  who  falls  in  the  street;  they  don't  give 
money  to  charitable  causes.  Some  of  these  people  are  also  trans- 
gendered. I also  know  upright  people  who  live  by  a true  ethical 
code;  who  live  in  honesty  and  charity;  who  instill  a work  ethic, 
responsibility,  and  accountability;  who  inspire  creativity  and 
knowledge.  Some  of  these  people  are  also  transgendered.  In  fact  I 
know  a number  of  TG  men  who  empower  their  employees,  who 
respect  their  wives,  and  who  inspire  their  children. 

Unfortunately,  some  think  that  a transgendered  person 
can't  have  proper  "family  values"  ergo  "ethical  values."  We  know 
better.  It  is  our  imperative  as  individuals  and  as  a community  to 
help  in  changing  the  paradigm.  It's  time  to  re-examine  humanity's 
history  objectively  and  rethink  what  we  are  about. 


Human  beings  have  always  defined  themselves  as  mem- 
bers of  families  or  clans.  Throughout  history,  families  have  con- 
sisted of  assorted  relatives  including  grandparents,  uncles,  aunts, 
cousins,  nieces,  nephews,  parents,  and  siblings.  The  nuclear  fam- 
ily— you  know:  Ward,  June,  Wally,  and  the  Beaver — is  but  a 
couple  of  hundred  years  old,  having  come  into  existence  at  the 
convenience  of  the  Industrial  Revolution  and  having  reached 
its  pinnacle  in  the  television  family  of  the  1950s.  This  is  the 
family  the  radical  religious  right  calls  the  "traditional"  family, 
but  it  is  hardly  traditional.  It  is  a fiction,  a composite  taken 
from  the  television  shows  Ozzie  and  Harriet,  Leave  It  to  Beaver, 
I Love  Lucy,  and  Father  Knows  Best.  The  right  is  hardselling  this 
idealized  vision  of  the  nuclear  family  to  anyone  who  will  listen. 
Family  Values.  Copyright  1997,  Jerry  Falwell  Ministries.  Now  a 
Paramount  Motion  Picture  starring  Glenn  Close  as  Lucy,  Hugh 
Grant  as  her  husband  Ricardo,  and  young  Mickey  Rooney  as 
Little  Ricky. 

1950s  style  television  families  never  really  existed — or 
rather  they  did  in  a way,  since  real-life  people  attempted  to 
emulate  them — but  life  in  this  type  of  family  was  not  as  it  was 
pictured  on  the  Zenith.  Sure,  everything  looked  fine  on  the  sur- 
face, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cleaver,  young  master  Wallace,  and  little 
Theodore  all  living  in  the  house  on  the  corner,  but  it  was  all 
based  on  appearance.  There  was  much  turmoil  under  the  sur- 
face. The  black-and-white  Motorola  in  the  living  room  didn't 
tell  us  that  Ward  kept  a mistress  and  about  once  a month  would 
drink  too  much  and  work  June  over  enough  to  send  her  to  the 
hospital;  that  June  was  an  alcoholic  and  had  long  had  a thing 
going  with  Lumpy's  mother;  that  Eddy  Haskell's  favorite  hang- 
out was  the  men's  room  at  the  bus  station  and  in  fact,  that  was 
where  he  met  Wally;  that  the  Beaver  was  a compulsive  mastur- 
bator and  the  one  who  was  stealing  women's  underwear  from 
the  neighborhood  clotheslines,  that  Lumpy's  father  was  sexu- 
ally molesting  his  nine-year-old  daughter.  Face  it:  Ward  was  a 
philanderer  and  a sadist,  June  was  an  alcoholic  and  a bisexual, 
Eddie  and  Wally  were  gay,  the  Beaver  was  a budding  transves- 
tite and  would  one  day  seek  sex  reassignment,  Lumpy's  father 
was  a pedophile,  and  Lumpy  himself  would  buy  the  farm  fight- 
ing a senseless  and  unjust  war  in  Vietnam.  The  TV  didn't  tell  us 
about  June's  DUIs,  Wally's  arrest  for  soliciting  an  undercover 
cop  in  the  park,  the  juvenile  proceedings  against  the  Beaver 
when  the  police  found  hundreds  of  pairs  of  panties  in  his  closet, 
or  how  Ward  shanghaied  Grandma  and  Grandpa  Cleaver  into 
Shady  Rest  Nursing  Home. 

The  radical  right  is  not  pro-family  at  all,  favoring  a de- 
viant 1950s  Ward  and  June  Cleaver  lily-white  sensibility  that 
sacrifices  substance  for  style.  Rather  than  acknowledging  its 
diversity  and  facing  its  problems,  the  "traditional"  family  of 
the  radical  right  sweeps  everything  under  the  carpet.  It  ignores 
substance  abuse;  gives  license  to  spousal  and  child  abusers;  keeps 
gay,  lesbian,  bisexual,  and  transgendered  folk  in  the  closet;  and 
gives  us  all  a white,  heterosexual  middle-class  barf-city  "ideal" 
to  emulate.  It  not  only  ignores  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
years  in  which  real  families  lived  and  worked  together,  but 
Orwells  the  extended  family  out  of  existence  by  using  the  term 
"traditional"  to  describe  something  that  has  not  been  around 
very  long  at  all  and  doesn't  exist  in  actuality  anyway.  Ultimately, 
the  radical  right's  "traditional"  family  sacrifices  not  only  the 
individual,  but  the  family  itself. 

The  true  "traditional"  family  is  the  extended  family,  and  I be- 
lieve it  is  the  model  we  should  be  working  to  preserve. 

Dallas  Denny,  MA,  is  a founding  member  of  the  American 
EducationalGender  Information  Service.) 


(Sharon  Say  pen  is  an  IFGE  member  and  the  spouse  of  Abby  Say  pen.) 
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REASSIGNMENT 


SURGERY 


M2F 

Reassignment 

Surgery: 

A Premier 

Ari  Van  Der  Ven  Bowman 


No  other  topic  brings  more  inquiries  to  IFGE  as  Sex  Reassignment  Surgery 
(SRS).  To  find  out  about  available  options  and  choices,  one  of  our  contributing  edi- 
tors interviewed  a number  of  top  SRS  surgeons.  As  we  will  see,  SRS  can  be  per- 
formed in  many  ways  with  very  different  results.  We  hope  this  knowledge  will 
enable  you  to  set  your  own  priorities  and  find  the  right  surgeon  for  you.  The  question 
of  whether  someone  will  be  happier  after  SRS  than  before  will  be  addressed  in  an 
upcoming  article. 

For  those  transitioning  from  male-to-female  (M2F),  SRS 
can  cost  anywhere  between  §6,000  and  §12,000  (depend 
ing  on  the  technique  and  surgeon  you  choose)  and  if 
anything  goes  wrong,  secondary  surgery  can  increase 
costs  anywhere  between  S2,500  and  $11,000.  Often, 
lower  prices  are  quoted  overseas,  but,  as  we  will  see, 
there  is  only  so  much  any  surgeon  can  do  for  you  on  one 
trip.  So  the  savings  are  only  apparent. 

SRS  involves  three  basic  steps:  constructing  the  vagina,  creating  the  la  - 
bia  and  creating  a neoclitoris.  In  the  first  operation  the  surgeon  will  be  able  to 
create  a vagina,  but  can  only  do  partial  work  on  your  labia,  leaving  signifi- 
cant work  to  be  done,  either  on  a return  trip  or  by  another  surgeon  back 
home.  Also,  you  need  to  know  exactly  what  the  quoted  price  in  eludes  (is  it 
operation  alone  or  are  hospitalization  and  anesthesia  included?).  Another  impor- 
tant question  regards  your  visa.  Will  the  visa  allow  you  time  to  for  any  necessary 
secondary  surgery  if  it  is  needed? 

For  all  three  steps  in  SRS  there  are  a variety  of  possible  surgical  ap- 
proaches and  techniques.  Each  leads  to  very  different  results.  Every  SRS  surgeon 
has  his  own  preference.  The  two  most  prevalent  techniques  for  constructing  a 
vagina  are  penile  inversion  and  colon  transplant.  So,  when  selecting  a surgeon, 
you  should  consider  whether  theirs  is  a technique  that  will  produce  the  result 
you  want. 

Penile  inversion 


One  recent  survey  among  102  transsexuals  on  the 
Internet  revealed  that  96%  had  decided  on  the 
penile  inversion  technique.  This  procedure  starts 
with  an  incision  in  the  scrotum,  the  cutting  of  the 
spermatic  cords,  and  the  removal  of  the  testicles. 
A circular  piece  of  scrotal  tissue  is  retained  to  form 
the  labia.  After  this,  an  incision  is  made  from  the 
remaining  scrotum  up  to  the  glans  of  the  penis, 
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and  the  skin  removed  from  the  underlying  tissue.  The  penile  ure- 
thra is  cut  free  to  be  repositioned  later  and  a urinary  catheter  is 
put  in  place  that  will  stay  in  place  for  a week.  A vaginal  cavity  is 
created  by  dissecting  a space  between  the  rectum  and  the  blad- 
der. This  has  to  be  done  very  carefully  to  avoid  accidental  pen- 
etration into  the  rectum,  the  most  common  complication  during 
SRS  surgery.  The  tube  of  penile  skin  is  turned  inside-out  and 
placed  inside  this  cavity.  The  preserved  circle  of  scrotal  tissue  is 
scraped  thin  and  sewn  into  the  open  end  of  the  penile  skin  tube 
to  form  the  labia.  Eight  to  twenty  feet  of  anti-biotic  impregnated 
gauze  will  be  packed  into  the  vagina  to  help  it  heal  and  keep  it 
from  closing.  Sometimes  the  labia  are  sewn  together  to  keep  the 
vaginal  pack  in  place,  sometimes  this  is  done  by  straps  attached 
to  the  belly  and  the  buttocks.  The  end  result  is  a new  vagina, 
lined  with  the  skin  of  the  old  penis. 

If  there  is  not  enough  skin  on  the  penis  to  line  the  com- 
plete vaginal  wall  (due  to  circumcision  or  a small  sized  penis),  a 
skin  graft  is  taken  from  the  belly,  buttocks  or  the  thighs,  leaving 
a large  red,  painful  area  that  will  require  care  for  some  months 
before  it  slowly  blends  in  again  with  the  surrounding  skin. 
Whether  a skin  graft  is  needed  is  usually  determined  by  the  sur- 
geon the  day  before  surgery. 

Colon  transplant 

All  the  other  surgeries  in  the  sur 
vey  were  performed  using  the 
colon  transplant  technique.  As 
in  penile  inversion,  a vaginal 
cavity  is  created.  However,  it  is 
not  lined  with  the  penile  skin, 
but  with  a 15  cm  long  part  of 
the  upper  rectum  and  lower  di 
gestive  tract.  A colon  transplant 
operation  is  much  more  complicated  than  the  penile  inversion 
operation.  Two  different  surgical  teams  have  to  work  simulta- 
neously, one  working  on  the  penis  and  creating  the  cavity  for  the 
vagina,  and  the  other  isolating  and  repositioning  the  digestive 
tract  and  reconnecting  the  rectum  with  the  digestive  tract.  After 
this  procedure,  labia  are  created  in  a similar  way  as  in  penile  in- 
version. 

Proponents  of  this  technique,  like  Dr.  Donald  Laub  in 
Palo  Alto,  California,  say  this  operation  results  in  a more  normal 
appearance  of  the  vagina,  with  better  sensitivity,  natural  lubrica- 
tion, minimal  scar  formation,  and  no  need  for  a graft  from  the 
belly  or  thighs.  Most  other  surgeons,  like  Dr.  Alan  Wilson  in  De- 
troit and  Dr.  Hage  in  Amsterdam,  use  the  colon  transplant  tech- 
nique primarily  for  salvage  work  on  unsuccessful  penile  inver- 
sion operations.  A possible  drawback  of  a colon  transplant  is  a 
longer  hospitalization  time  for  older  patients  to  allow  the  bowels 
to  heal  and  a horizontal  scar  on  the  lower  belly,  necessary  to  iso- 
late and  reposition  the  part  of  the  digestive  tract  used  for  the 
vagina.  Also,  it  is  a larger  operation  and  therefore  usually  more 
costly.  However,  if  money  is  plenty  and  sensation  and  slipperi- 
ness inside  the  vagina  is  important  to  you,  you  may  prefer  a colon 
transplant  over  a penile  inversion. 

Some  surgeons,  like  Preecha  Tiewtranon  in  Bangkok, 
Thailand,  combine  penile  inversion  with  a colon  transplant  if  there 
is  not  enough  penile  skin  to  line  the  complete  vagina.  This  way 
there  is  no  need  for  a skin  graft.  Whatever  technique  the  surgeon 
uses,  he  will  always  have  convincing-sounding  reasons  to  do  it.  It 
is  up  to  you  to  shop  around  and  compare  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages. 


Labiaplasty 

After  the  first  operation  the  vagi 
nal  lips  are  left  parallel  at  the 
top.  So,  during  a second  opera 
tion,  called  labiaplasty,  the  vagi 
nal  lips  at  the  top  are  brought 
together  and  a hood  is  created 
over  the  neo-clitoris.  Labiaplasty 
is  usually  done  a few  months 
after  SRS.  It  is  a minor  opera- 
tion, performed  under  local  anesthetic  without  need  for  a hospi- 
tal-stay or  a full  fledged  operation  room.  It  costs  SI, 000  to  S 3,000. 
A minority  of  surgeons,  like  Preecha  Tiewtranon,  do  labiaplasty 
together  with  vaginaplasty  in  a one  stage  operation.  Most  sur- 
geons (like  Biber,  Metzler  and  Schrang)  hold  that  if  labiaplasty  is 
performed  at  the  time  of  vaginaplasty,  the  blood  supply  to  the 
newly  constructed  vagina  can  be  disrupted,  causing  necrosis  (tis- 
sue death).  Also,  whereas  many  transsexuals  are  very  satisfied 
with  a one-stage  operation,  others  feel  it  does  not  produce  as 
normal  a postoperative  appearance  as  the  two  stage  procedure. 
Finally,  according  to  Dr.  Metzler,  many  surgeons  that  promise  to 
do  labiaplasty  together  with  vaginaplasty,  only  do  a partial  job, 
leaving  the  top  third  of  the  vaginal  lips  parallel.  Some  patients 
find  labiaplasty  unnecessary,  but  in  Dr.  Stanley  Biber's  experi- 
ence most  do,  "because  it  creates  a more  natural  looking  vagina 
and  seems  to  have  a positive  effect  on  the  capacity  for  orgasm." 

The  neo-clitoris  and  orgasm 

The  neo-clitoris  is  constructed  at  the 
time  of  the  first  operation.  A 
neoclitoris  can  be  constructed  in 
two  ways.  Many  surgeons  cut  the 
nerves  to  the  glans  penis  and  lead 
them  to  the  vulva  where  they  use 
tissue  from  the  urethra  to  create  an 
extra  sensitive  area.  Others  form  a 
neoclitoris  from  a fingernail  size 
piece  of  the  glans  penis  that  is  dissected  together  with  its  nerves 
and  its  blood  supply.  Proponents  of  this  technique  claim  that  this 
tissue  retains  some  80%  of  the  sensitivity  of  the  old  glans  penis 
in  90%  of  their  patients,  improving  the  capacity  to  have  orgasm 
after  SRS. 

It  is  important  to  stress  that  neither  technique  guaran- 
tees orgasm  after  SRS,  and  that  both  techniques  give  a good  pos- 
sibility for  orgasm  after  SRS.  Dr.  Hage,  an  SRS  surgeon  in 
Amsterdam,  has  found  no  significant  differences  in  his  compara- 
tive studies.  Orgasm-rates  in  both  groups  were  slightly  higher 
than  82%.  He  says  that,  "whereas  this  type  of  neo-clitoris  is  cer- 
tainly helpful  in  achieving  orgasm,  it  is  far  from  necessary." 

Dr.  Biber,  a very  experienced  SRS  surgeon  in  Trinidad, 
Colorado,  says,  "A  recent  large  five-year  follow-up  study  shows 
an  80%  orgasm  rate  in  the  age  group  between  18  and  35.  This  is 
even  higher  than  among  natural  females  in  the  same  group.  We 
have  patients  who  do  not  only  describe  orgasm  but  also  spew  out 
urethral  material  from  the  remaining  seminal  vesicles  as  a mani- 
festation of  their  orgasm.  This  occurs  whether  or  not  we  utilize 
the  glans  penis." 

Both  surgeons  think  that  the  fact  that  one  out  of  five 
transsexuals  do  not  experience  orgasm  is  not  only  due  to  the 
sensitivity  of  the  clitoris  or  the  vagina,  but  also  to  the  cessation 
of  the  production  of  androgens  (male  hormones  like  testosterone) 
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once  the  testicles  are  removed,  and  the  effect  of  anti-androgen 
hormones  before  and  after  SRS.  The  loss  of  androgens  can  create 
a loss  of  sexual  appetite. 

Dr.  Wilson,  from  Detroit,  adds  that  the  construction  of  a 
neo-clitoris  from  the  glans  penis  can  be  very  expensive,  as  the 
duration  of  the  operation  is  nearly  doubled.  Dr.  Meltzer,  in  Port- 
land, Oregon,  also  spends  more  time  at  the  operating  table,  “Dis- 
secting the  nerves  and  blood  supply  of  the  glans  out  of  the  penis, 
rather  then  just  amputating  it,  costs  a lot  more  time.  So,  a sur- 
geon can  see  a lot  more  patients  if  he  simply  cuts  the  nerves  and 
leads  them  to  a neo-clitoris  with  tissue  from  the  urethra.  That  is 
what  most  surgeons  do.  But  I do  not  think  a cut  nerve  retains  the 
same  sort  or  amount  of  sensation  as  an  intact  one." 

Evaluating  his  first  series  of  sixty  neo-clitorises  from 
glans  tissue.  Dr.  Hage  also  describes  a different  quality  of  the 
orgasm.  “Our  patients  tell  us  that  they  experience  a protracted, 
repetitive  plateau-like  orgasm,  rather  then  the  short  and  peaking 
orgasm  they  knew  before."  However,  this  is  not  true  for  all  his 
patients  and  he  cannot  tell  whether  this  is  unique  to  this  type  of 
neoclitoris.  Dr.  Judy  van  Maasdam,  who  works  with  Dr.  Laub, 
moderates  the  importance  of  retaining  tissue  of  the  glans,  saying 
that  “the  effect  of  the  neo-clitoris  from  the  glans  depends  on  the 
original  sensitivity  of  the  glans  penis.  If  it  was  not  so  sensitive  to 
start  with,  it  will  not  make  such  a big  contribution  in  the  form  of 
a clitoris  either."  So,  whereas  the  construction  of  a neo-clitoris 
from  the  glans  penis  can  help  achieve  orgasm,  it  is  neither  a ne- 
cessity nor  a guarantee  for  a orgasm  to  occur. 

Complications 

Surgeons  will  always  reassure  you  that 
the  chances  of  complications  are  mini 
mal  until  the  day  before  surgery,  when 
you  are  asked  to  sign  an  informed  con 
sent  form.  This  form  lists  everything 
that  can  go  wrong  and  that  the  surgeon 
cannot  be  held  responsible  for.  This  in 
eludes  permanent  scarring,  a shorten 
ing  or  narrowing  of  the  vagina,  perma- 
nent numbness  of  the  genital  area,  inadvertent  entry  in  the  rec- 
tum or  urinary  bladder,  and  even  death  through  blood  clotting. 
However,  all  these  complications  are  extremely  rare. 

In  penile  inversion,  the  most  common  complication  dur- 
ing surgery  is  a tearing  of  the  vaginal  wall,  opening  into  the  rec- 
tum or  the  urinary  tract.  These  openings  are  called  fistula.  When 
they  are  noticed  by  the  surgeon  during  the  operation,  they  can 
be  closed  immediately,  although  they  might  reopen  later,  causing 
infections  and  necessitating  a temporary  stoma.  With  more  than 
one  fistula  present,  repairs  can  result  in  scarring  and  subsequent 
shortening  and  narrowing  of  the  vagina.  In  a first  series  of  68 
Australian  transsexuals,  four  fistula  occurred  in  four  operations, 
but  as  surgeons  developed  their  personal  skills,  they  lowered  the 
incidence  to  3 out  of  500  cases.  This  shows  how  important  it  is  to 
select  an  experienced  SRS  surgeon. 

The  most  important  complication  after  the  operation  in 
penile  inversion  is  shortening  and  narrowing  of  the  vagina.  This 
will  occur  naturally  if  the  vagina  is  not  dilated  with  the  help  of  a 
dilator  or  vibrator.  When  shortening  and  narrowing  occur,  a sec- 
ondary operation  is  needed.  Usually  a skin  graft  will  be  taken 
and  the  vagina  deepened,  with,  according  to  Dr.  Schrang,  a greater 
chance  than  before  for  re-closure. 

Dr.  Laub  reports  that  in  the  first  series  of  colon  trans- 
plantation the  most  common  complication  was  vaginal  stenosis 


(narrowing)  at  the  junction  of  the  penile  skin  and  the  bowel  seg- 
ment that  serves  as  the  new  vagina  (15  out  of  65  cases).  However, 
improved  techniques  have  led  to  no  further  incidence  of  this  com- 
plication. Also,  the  new  junction  of  the  rectum  with  the  diges- 
tive tract  can  pose  problems.  This  was  noted  in  one  patient. 

A complication  that  can  occur  in  any  kind  of  major  in- 
vasive surgery  is  excessive  bleeding  and  wound  formation.  Be- 
cause this  can  also  occur  after  the  operation,  some  surgeons  will 
have  you  connected  to  a blood  transfusion  for  a week,  until  the 
surgeon  will  take  away  the  vaginal  pack  and  is  able  to  inspect  the 
new  vagina. 

These  possible  complications  make  it  extremely  perilous 
to  go  to  a "no  questions  asked"  clinic  in  a far  away  country.  It  is 
important  to  have  easy  access  to  your  surgeon  in  case  anything 
goes  wrong.  Only  your  primary  surgeon  knows  what  exactly  was 
done,  and  only  he  might  feel  responsible  for  repairing  any  real 
damage.  Dr.  Schrang  cautions  his  patients:  " SRS  redo  is  often 
more  expensive  because  there  is  always  scar  tissue  present  that 
makes  meticulous  dissection  difficult.  Also,  after  a second  SRS, 
complications  such  as  long  term  bleeding  occur  more  often,  pro- 
longing the  usual  hospital  stay  over  the  usual  eight  days." 

Penile  Inversion  - Advantages: 

Lots  of  experience,  reducing  the  risk  of  complications. 

Is  a smaller  operation  and  a one  stage  procedure. 

Is  offered  by  most  surgeons. 

Disadvantages: 

Shortening  and  narrowing  of  the  vagina  can  make  inter- 
course impossible, 

Lubricants  have  to  be  used  for  intercourse  and  dilation, 
Diligent  dilation,  twice  a day  for  half  a year,  is  required. 
Often  requires  skin  graft  that  will  need  care  for  up  to 
half  a year. 

No  sensitivity  inside  the  vaginal  wall. 

Complications: 

Fistula  between  rectum  or  bladder  and  vagina, 

Contraction  and  shortening  of  vagina  may  occur. 

Secondary  operations, 

Taking  skin  graft  and  deepening  vagina 
(sometimes  unsuccessful). 

Satisfaction  with  appearance: 

With  labiaplasty:  high. 

Vaginal  depth: 

Varies  with  the  size  of  the  penis  and  the  skin  graft  taken. 

Genital  sensation: 

Good. 

Orgasmic  ability: 

Without  functional  neoclitoris  and  labiaplasty:  high, 

With  functional  neoclitoris:  higher  (depends  on  sensitivity  of 
original  glans). 

Cost: 

Between  $ 6.000,-  and  510,000.- 

Cost  secondary  operations: 

As  high  as  initial  operation. 
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Research 

Projects 

Being  Conducted  by  Sheila  Kirk,MD 

The  Adolescent  Teenage  Study 

Young  males  ages  12-19  years  who  crossdress  could  be  candi- 
dates for  a longitudinal  study  examining  their  transgendcr  feelings  and 
behavior.  It  is  necessary  that  either  a parent,  guardian  or  counselor  or 
both  give  permission  for  inclusion  in  the  study  for  without  express  al- 
lowance nothing  can  be  exchanged  with  that  young  person.  In  this  study, 
Dr.  Kirk  makes  inquiry  into  the  life  and  habits,  the  goals  and  experiences, 
of  this  young  person  trying  not  to  influence,  but  being  available  to  advise 
patients  and  the  professional  when  asked  for  information. 

Every  Transgendered  person  was  a teenager  and  every  one  of 
us  had  the  "burden"  of  being  a crossdresser  as  well.  If  you  know  of  a 
teenager  who  is  able  to  participate  in  this  valuable  research  project,  please 
contact  Dr.  Kirk  for  more  details. 

A Call  for  TG -Friendly  Attorneys 

There  are  many  instances  when  transgendered  individuals  des- 
perately need  legal  advice  and  assistance  to  help  them  past  marital,  work- 
place and  financial  hurdles.  Dr.  Kirk  is  making  an  effort  to  locate  and 
identify  attorneys  who  are  empathetic  and  willing  to  represent  members 
of  our  community.  Any  in  our  community  who  knows  of  such  lawyers 
are  urged  to  send  name,  address  and  phone  number  to  Dr.  Kirk.  Those 
that  have  shown  their  value  and  expertise  in  legal  matters  are  very  impor- 
tant to  us  all. 

Male-to-Female  Postoperative  Survey 

Sheila  Kirk,  M.D.,  has  originated  a detailed  survey  for  Male-to- 
Female  Transsexuals  who  are  postoperative  six  months  or  more.  The  in- 
formation sought  is  most  important  in  order  that  both  the  professional 
community  and  the  transsexual  community  learn  about  areas  of  experi- 
ence in  the  life  of  the  postoperative  person—  -areas  that  heretofore  have 
not  been  studied  appropriately  or  to  any  extent.  Medical  reports  will  be 
meaningful  because  of  this  research.  All  post-operative  M-F  individuals 
are  urged  to  contact  Dr.  Kirk  for  information  with  a willingness  to  partici- 
pate. 

A Call  for  Health  Care  Professionals 

To  help  improve  the  quality  of  transgendered  care.  Dr.  Kirk 
maintains  a nation-wide  referral  list  of  health  care  professionals  (physi- 
cians— family  practice,  internists,  endocrinologists;  surgeons — in  all  spe- 
cialties of  surgical  care;  mental  health  providers — social  workers,  psy- 
chologists, psychiatrists)  who  demonstrate  a high  level  of  knowledge, 
expertise  and  commitment. 

If  you  know  of  such  a health  care  professional,  please  send  their 
name  and  area  of  special  care  to  Dr.  Kirk.  It  is  important  that  you  get  their 
permission  for  their  referral. 

Contact  Dr.  Kirk  by  mail,  enclosing  a stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  to  participate  in  this  project  or  with  specific  questions  regard- 
ing your  medical  concerns. 

Sheila  Kirk,  MD 
P.O.  Box  38114 
Blawnox,  PA  15238-8114 
Phone:  (412)  781-1092 
Fax:  (412)  781-1096 

E-mail:  SheilaKirk@aol.com 


Colon  Transplant  - Advantages: 

Looks  and  feels  more  natural, 

Is  self  lubricating  and  more  slippery  inside, 

Is  more  sensitive  inside  to  distention  and  vibration, 
Does  not  require  skin  graft, 

Does  not  require  long  term  use  of  dilators, 

No  danger  of  narrowing  or  shortening  of  the  vagina  is 
less,  (except  for  the  area  where  the  penile  skin  flap 
and  the  bowel  segment  meet). 

Disadvantages: 

Is  a more  complicated  technique,  depending  on  the 
combined  skills  of  two  surgeons, 

Most  surgeons  do  not  do  it  because  it  involves  major 
abdominal  surgery,  Will  require  longer  hospitalization 
for  older  clients, Leaves  a scar  on  the  lower  abdomen, 
HIV  infected  sperm  can  be  absorbed  in  the  colon 
(in  penile  inversion  AIDS  can  only  be  contracted 
through  rupture  of  the  vaginal  wall). 

Complications: 

Junction  of  penile  skin  and  bowel  segment  can  nar- 
row junction  of  rectum  with  digestive  tract  can  nar- 
row. 

Secondary  operations: 

None. 

Satisfaction  with  appearance: 

With  labiaplasty:  high. 

Vaginal  depth: 

Excellent. 

Genital  sensation: 

Better. 

Orgasmic  ability: 

Without  functional  neoclitoris  and  labiaplasty:  high, 
With  functional  neoclitoris:  higher  (depends  on  sen 
sitivity  of  original  glans). 

Cost: 

Between  $ 10,000  (with  labiaplasty)  and  $12,000 

Cost  secondary  operations: 

No  sec.  operations  needed  up  to  now. 

Useful  addresses  on  the  internet 

Most  people  choose  their  surgeon  on  the  basis  of  his 
reputation  in  the  transgender  community.  As  our  com- 
munity has  gone  on  line  a number  of  extremely  useful 
web  sides  have  sprung  up  with  lots  of  interesting  links. 
Here's  two  of  them: 

1-  for  a survey  amongst  TSs  and  general  information: 
http://www.pacificnet.net/~mwallace 

2-  for  a list  of  surgeons  and  a personal  description  of 
the  SRS  procedure:  http://www.servtech.com/public/ 
perette 

For  those  that  do  not  have  access  to  the  internet,  IFGE 
has  a list  of  surgeons.  (Please  note  that  inclusion  on  the 
list  does  not  mean  any  endorsement  of  the  surgeon  by 
IFGE.) 

(Ari  Van  Der  Ven  Bowman  is  transgendered  and  hails  from 
Amsterdam,  but  currently  resides  in  the  Boston  area.) 


Transgendcr  Tapestry 


43 


FTM  Column  continued  from  page  8 

and  I didn't  have  any  more  nausea.  In  fact,  I was  ready  to  eat  lunch 
soon  after.  Mom  had  expected  me  to  be  really  out  of  it  and  was 
amazed  to  see  me  sitting  up,  eating  lunch,  and  calling  friends  and 
relatives  to  say  that  everything  had  gone  well.  My  chest  was  sore 
and  mv  arm  movement  limited  (you've  got  to  keep  them  down  by 
your  sides),  but  1 continued  to  feel  good  and  had  no  problem  emp- 
tying my  drains  and  keeping  a log  of  how  much  fluid  was  in  them 
for  Dr.  Brownstein.  I watched  some  television  but  could  barely  keep 
awake  to  lust  after  Niles  during  Frasier  and  feel  asleep  soon  after 

9:30PM. 

*★* 

Wednesday,  February  6:  Spent  the  day  reading  and  resting.  For 
several  days  I needed  to  take  afternoon  naps.  Continued  to  feel  lots 

of  soreness,  but  no  real  pain. 

*** 

Thursday,  February  8:  Stayed  in  most  of  the  day  reading  and  nap- 
ping, but  went  out  to  dinner  across  the  street  with  Dad.  Wrote 

some  postcards. 

★** 

Friday,  February  9:  Went  to  the  doctor  to  get  my  dressings 
changed — was  hoping  to  get  my  dfains  out,  but  he  decided  to  keep 

them  in  until  Monday.  . 

*** 

Saturday,  February  10:  Wrote  more  postcards.  Went  on  an  expe- 
dition by  myself  to  a medical  supply  shop  to  find  a better-fitting  rib 
belt  to  wear  as  a binder.  Decided  not  to  tell  my  parents  that  the 
shop  turned  out  to  be  next  to  a pawn  shop  in  the  Tenderloin  (a  not- 
so-great  part  of  town). 

Sunday,  February  1 1:  Dad  flew  back  home.  Moved  to  my  cousin's 
place.  Went  to  the  FTM  informational  meeting,  where  I had  a great 
time  and  was  alternately  congratulated  and  scolded  for  being  up 

and  about  so  soon  after  surgery. 

*** 

Monday,  February  12:  Got  my  drains  out!  Some  guys  at  the  FTM 
meeting  said  that  it  would  hurt  a lot,  but  it  only  hurt  a little  and 
happened  very  quickly.  He  also  took  the  pressure  bandages  off  my 
nipples,  saying  that  the  grafts  had  taken  well.  As  he  unveiled  me,  I 
looked  in  the  mirror  across  the  room,  and  it  really  hit  me  for  the 
first  time  - that  little  guy  looking  back  was  *me*!  Everything  looked 
great,  especially  my  newly  resized  and  repositioned  nipples.  I felt 
years  younger  with  the  drains  out,  and,  without  them  hanging  off 
my  binder,  I could  finally  tuck  my  shirt  in  again.  Mom  and  Dr. 
Brownstein  both  told  me  to  stop  slouching.  Mom  flew  home  to  Dad 
in  the  afternoon. 


Tuesday,  February  13:  Had  my  first  shower  in  a week  that  felt 
really  great.  Then  I shaved  with  just  a towel  around  my  waist, 

which  felt  even  better. 

*** 

Wednesday,  February  14:  Got  my  stitches  out.  Brownstein  said 
everything  looked  great,  and  then  he  gave  me  my  shot.  I have  to 
wear  the  rib  belt  for  another  week  and  gauze  pads  over  my  nipples 

until  all  the  blood  crusts  off  (and  I mustn't  pick  at  it). 

*** 

Friday,  February  16:  Flew  back  home. 

*★* 

Tuesday,  February  20,  1996,  3:53  PM:  I feel  more  male  and 
complete  now.  Not  having  to  hide  and  slouch  anymore  has  made 
a big  difference  in  my  self-esteem.  My  major  emotion  through- 
out all  this,  however,  has  been  the  tremendous  relief  of  just  know- 
ing that  the  damn  things  are  finally  gone. 

Monday,  February  26,  1996,  3:18  PM:  All  of  the  crusting  is  off 
both  of  my  areolae  and  also  my  right  nipple.  Am  still  wearing  a 
gauze  pad  on  my  left  nipple  until  its  crusting  comes  off,  but  my 
right  nipple  and  both  areolae  look  terrific. 

Tuesday,  March  19,  1996,  3:15  PM:  The  scabbing  over  my  left 
nipple  still  isn't  off,  but  I've  been  given  permission  to  stop  wear- 
ing a gauze  pad  over  it. 

*** 

Friday,  March  22,  1996,  11:55  AM:  The  scab  finally  came  off 
this  morning,  and  my  left  nipple  looks  great! 

When  I was  ten  my  family  had  an  indoor  pool  to  our- 
selves for  a day  for  some  reason,  and  I got  to  go  swimming  in  just 
the  bottom  part  of  my  bathing  suit  — I've  never  forgotten  how 
much  I enjoyed  the  experience,  or  how  aware  I was  that  it  was 
somehow  unacceptable  for  me  to  swim  "like  a boy"  and  that  I 
probably  wouldn't  ever  get  to  do  it  again.  Well,  this  morning  I 
went  swimming  again  for  the  first  time  in  years,  dressed  in  only 
trunks. 


Friday,  May  16,  1997,  2:06  AM:  My  scars  have  faded  away  to 
almost  nothing  over  the  past  year.  I continue  to  be  ecstatically 
happy  with  my  new  chest,  and  I seldom  miss  an  opportunity  to 
take  my  shirt  off  in  public. 


("Andy"  is  a member  of  Boston's  F2M  group.  The  Officer's  Club.) 


Letters  continued  from  page  10 

on  trips  to  the  little  Post  Office,  the  canteen  and  whatever  activities 
were  going  on  like  bingo.  These  are  hosted  by  the  lady  members  of  the 
various  groups,  so  my  feminine  attire  was  easily  noticed,  even  though 
ladies'  slacks  were  generally  worn.  I have  gone  to  a bar  and  had  a few 
beers  while  dressed.  I no  longer  feel  qualms  in  asking  a lady  clerk  for 
knee-high  hose  as  well  as  other  items  of  a personal  nature. 

I am  fast  reaching  the  conclusion  that  people  like  me  are  be- 
coming pretty  much  accepted  or  else  they  do  not  care.  One  of  the  lady 
employees  invited  me  to  dinner  and  we  went  as  two  girls  and  while 
sitting  in  our  booth,  two  girls  or  young  women  on  their  way  out  sepa- 
rately smiled  in  their  passing.  My  thoughts  are  that  it  was  smiles  of 
acceptance  after  my  being  read.  There  no  longer  are  very  many  items  of 
male  attire  in  my  possession,  and  it  is  becoming  quite  apparent  none 
will  ever  be  worn  again! 

After  nearly  two  years  of  dressing  and  wearing  the  attire  of 
the  opposite  sex  or  gender,  the  feeling  has  dawned  that  it  is  but  natural 
for  me  to  wear  the  clothing  supposedly  designed  for  women  only,  and  it 
is  too  bad  that  doing  so  had  not  become  a permanent  habit  years  ago. 

Sharon  Morgan 


Sandra  Cole  continued  from  page  34 

women  rarely  ever  get  a chance  to  realize.  She  discovers  a whole 
new  territory,  within  herself,  and  within  the  relationship,  to  ex- 
plore. In  society  in  general,  when  women  demonstrate  strong  or 
"masculine"  tendencies,  they're  often  labeled  "bitches"  or  "castrat- 
ing women,"  etc.  And  if  men  demonstrate  their  feminine  qualities 
in  society  they're  considered  "wimps"  and  "pansies."  Yet,  when  a 
couple  finds  that  they  enjoy  the  added  spice  the  TG  elements  bring 
to  them  as  a couple,  there's  a mutual  exchange  across  the  whole 
spectrum  of  feminine  and  masculine — from  within  both  partners. 
I'm  not  talking  about  the  woman  taking  a TG  journey,  too.  I'm  talk- 
ing about  their  release  of  being  able  to  experience  a whole  gender 
spectrum  of  feelings.  And  a lot  of  that  has  to  do  with  the  fact  that 
people  tend  to  take  direction  from  how  we  present  ourselves  at  the 
beginning — as  in  honesty,  and  self-esteem  and  confidence.  Women 
really  respond  to  kind  and  gentle  people  who  have  strong  charac- 
ters. So  my  advice  to  crossdressers  and  other  male-to-female  TGs  is, 
PLEASE  be  honest  with  your  partners,  even  though  it  may  seem 
scary. 
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believed  that  there  is  genetic  reason  for 
the  Gay/Lesbian  individual.  Have  you 
thought  ever  that  there  may  be  genetic 
reason  for  the  Transgendercd  person  as 
well?  The  Human  Genome  Project  could 
tell  us  that.  It  could  add  fantastic  sup- 
port to  what  is  observed  clinically  by  post 
mortum  studies  such  as  reported  by  Pro- 
fessor Louis  Gooren  from  the  Free  Uni- 
versity Hospital  in  Amsterdam  wherein 
the  brains  of  deceased  M2F  Transsexuals 
were  examined  and  found  to  have  special 
and  unique  changes  in  the  hypothalamic 
areas,  that  are  identical  to  that  of  genetic 
females.  Think  of  it-when  they  get  around 
to  it,  the  Human  Genome  researchers  will 
find — I predict  it  without  reservation 
a gene  or  several  genes  that  are  distinctly 
related  to  why  we,  the  transgendered  are 
what  and  why  we  are.  They  will  discover 
biologic  cause  for  why  some  of  us  are  CDs 
and  some  of  us  are  Transsexual  and  why 
the  subtle  and  even  gradually  develop- 
ing progression  from  one  to  another  takes 
place.  Scientific  investigation,  and  re- 
search, will  take  a firm  and  indisputable 
stand  to  justify  us  as  the  unique  and  spe- 
cial population  that  we  know  we  are.  Ac- 
tually, I have  a problem  with  what  I just 
wrote-we  don't  need  to  justify.  We  need 
only  to  explain!! 

The  Research  needed  to  look  at 
the  Transgendered  with  accuracy  and  as- 
sistance is  overwhelming.  We  need  stud- 
ies that  deal  with  psychologic  processes 
in  us  all,  no  matter  where  we  are  on  the 
spectrum.  We  need  studies  that  investi- 
gate and  report  the  effects  of  contra-hor- 
monal therapy  in  both  the  M-F  and  the 
F-M  person-the  effects  on  health  and  the 
potential  for  disease  not  suspected.  Let 
me  give  you  some  ideas. 

We  don't  know  at  all  the  long 
term  effects  of  feminizing  hormones  on 
the  breasts  of  the  genetic  male.  Is  the  in- 
cidence of  malignant  disease — cancer-in 
any  way  different  for  transgendered  males 
using  estrogen  than  for  those  that  are  not. 
We  know  the  incidence  of  breast  cancer 
in  males  with  no  estrogen  use  is  very  low, 
not  at  all  in  the  same  incidence  as  with 
genetic  women.  We  don't  know  however, 
what  family  history  of  breast  cancer  can 
mean  for  males  using  estrogen.  We  have 
no  current  studies  that  tell  us  of  risk  rela- 
tive to  dosage  or  to  duration  of  use.  In 
fact,  we  know  nothing-except  for  the  in- 
creased incidence  of  breast  cancer  in  males 
who  have  a chromosomal  alteration  called 
Kleinfelter's  Syndrome.  They  are  47XXY 
as  opposed  to  the  normal  chromosomal 
count  of  46XY  and  their  risk  for  breast 
cancer  maybe  even  greater  than  genetic 


females.  Some  of  those  individuals  are 
Transgendered.  Should  they  take  estro- 
gen? Are  they  at  increased  risk  over  and 
above  being  at  the  level  of  risk  they  are  if 
they  use  estrogen?  WE  don't  know! 

Let's  look  at  female  to  male  indi- 
viduals. When  they  take  testosterone  they 
respond  to  it  in  a very  maximal  way.  The 
changes  in  their  appearance  and  in  the 
various  physiologic  systems  that  react  as 
they  do,  is  very  striking.  We  know  from 
recent  studies  that  without  the  positive 
effect  of  estrogen  on  the  various  parts  of 
the  Lipid  profile  (i.e.  cholesterol),  and  in 
fact  with  the  superimposed  influence  of 
testosterone  on  those  parts  of  the  lipid 
profile,  we  suspect  strongly  in  reported 
medical  literature  that  cardiovascular  risk 
can  be  increased  for  these  genetic  females. 
Have  we  currently  any  studies  support- 
ing this  suspicion  to  prove  or  disapprove 
it?  Unfortunately-No!  While  eventually 
we  will  learn  what  the  true  picture  is,  in 
the  meanwhile,  we  have  physicians  who 
don't  obtain  baseline  cardiovascular 
evaluations  for  their  F-M  patients  on  tes- 
tosterone and  their  on-going  monitoring 
is  not  oriented  to  observing  possible  heart 
accident  potentials  and  even  more — they 
don't  stress  the  problems  that  smoking, 
overweight  and  hypertension  add  to  the 
risk  of  developing  heart  disease  to  their 
patients. 

Does  estrogen  protect  the  pros- 
tate in  the  male  using  estrogen  from  the 
intense  discomforts  of  benign  hypertro- 
phy and  even  more  important  the  ravages 
of  prostate  cancer — the  second  most  com- 
mon cancer  in  the  genetic  male?  We  don't 
know!  We  suspect  it  does  but  we  don't 
know!  There  are  no  controlled  well- 
planned  studies. 

In  the  area  of  mental  health  the 
questions  abound.  We  know  nothing 
whatever  about  the  psychologic  differ- 
ences between  the  male  crossdresser  who 
knows  he  is  male  and  lives  thinks  and 
functions  as  a male,  and  the  male  to  fe- 
male transsexual  who  knows  she  is  female 
and  strives  all  her  life  to  accomplish  con- 
formity in  mind  and  body.  We  know  so 
little  about  sexual  orientation  and  its 
variations,  and  its  changeability  in  the 
mind  and  behavior  of  the  Transgendered, 
both  male  to  female  and  female  to  male. 

We  know  so  little  about  the 
psycho-social  mechanisms  that  function 
and  transpire  in  the  Transsexual  Male  to 
female  and  Female  to  Male  after  their  sur- 
gery. We  know  next  to  nothing  about 
Transgendered  youth  and  how  to  help 
them  in  the  process  of  learning  about 
themselves  and  how  to  live  comfortably 
with  that  knowledge.  Our  approach  to 


the  very  complex  problem  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  intersexual  person  is  primi- 
tive, rudimentary  and  actually  heartless 
in  the  way  these  individuals  are  cared  for. 

The  problems  are  many  and  com- 
plex and  I've  only  given  you  a small  in- 
sight into  what  we  need  to  learn.  But  here 
is  perhaps  a more  profound  area  to  look 
at.  Can  we  count  on  our  professionals  to 
help  us  in  gathering  this  knowledge  and 
then  applying  it  in  the  proper  ways?  To 
some  extent,  Yes!  But  many  in  my  knowl- 
edge, particularly,  the  front  line  therapist 
and  medical  physician  only  treat-some- 
times  not  very  well-and  never  gather  in- 
formation that  can  contribute  to  the  fund 
of  knowledge  developing  ever  so  slowly. 
What  can  we  do?  How  do  we  stimulate 
the  researchers  to  do  more?  To  learn  more? 
To  report  more  about  us?  And  to  do  so 
with  accuracy  and  responsibility. 

We  can  learn  ourselves  from 
what  we  can  read  in  the  literature,  writ- 
ten about  ourselves.  We  can  become 
knowledgeable  about  our  community  and 
what  needs  to  be  said  and  done.  We  can 
give  our  talents  and  abilities  to  various 
endeavors  that  help  the  community  to 
grow,  to  mature,  to  become  strong  and 
cooperative.  We  can  take  our  resources 
and  put  them  to  work  for  groups  and 
projects  in  the  Transgendered  Community 
that  we  believe  in  our  hearts  to  be  impor- 
tant and  of  value.  We  can  speak  out 
through  those  who  want  to  use  their 
voices  on  our  behalf.  We  can  support  our 
own  transgendered  researchers  and  inves- 
tigators in  whatever  way  we  are  capable — 
with  finance,  with  talents,  with  all  efforts 
that  are  possible.  We  can  assist  them  to 
go  forward  and  to  learn — not  only  for 
ourselves  but  for  the  society  around  us 
that  knows  so  little  of  our  value  and  our 
worth. 

And  my  dear  sisters  and  broth- 
ers-we  do  have  value  and  worth.  Come 
to  the  happy  realization,  if  you  haven't 
already,  that  we  are  valuable  and  unique 
to  the  world.  We  are  silent  too  much-we 
have  been  hidden  too  long!  I ask  you  to 
look  hard  at  the  value  of  yourselves  and 
those  who  work  to  show  that  value  to  the 
world. 

(Sheila  Kirk,  MD  is  a transgender  medicine  spe- 
cialist, board-certified  in  Obstetrics  and  Gyne- 
cology, HBIGDA  & ASSECT  member,  and  the 
author  of  several  best-selling  books  on  transgen- 
dered medical  care.  As  IFGE's  Director  of  Medi- 
cal Liaison  and  Research,  Dr.  Kirk  provides  in- 
ternational and  national  consultations  and  refer- 
rals to  the  TG  community  and  health  care  pro- 
fessionals who  assist  in  their  care.  Dr.  Kirk  can 
be  reached  at  (412)  781-1092,  by  writing  P.O. 
Box  38114,  Blawnox  PA  15238-8114  or  by  e- 
mail  at  SheilaKirk@aol.com.) 
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the  harassment.  Still,  harassment  is 
present,  but  not  as  badly.  He  took  us 
to  luncheon  spots  where  women  con- 
gregate and  showed  us  a whole  cul- 
ture, completely  unknown  to  us.  Ricky 
called  it  the  invisible  culture  of 
women. 

You  went  to  these  places  in 
drag?  someone  asked  incredulously. 

Yes,  all  in  drag,  including  the 
Beverly  Hills  Hotel,  and  we  got  away 
with  it  each  time. 

Ricky  Renee  also  pointed  out 
that  for  every  aspect  of  our  modern 
civilization  there  exists  an  appropri- 
ate drag  costume.  We  thought  we 
might  make  an  interesting  experiment 
of  this,  so  on  Thursday  night,  which 
is  a traditional  drag  night  in  Los  An- 
geles, we  traveled  en  masse  to  a huge 
thrift  store  downtown  and  assembled 
a slightly  different  kind  of  drag  cos- 
tume: dark  suits  of  a particular  sheen 
and  cut,  matching  dark  shoes,  a par- 
ticular type  of  tie  and  shirt,  the  ap- 
propriate hat  and  just  the  right  kind 
of  briefcase. 

We  were  in  Federal  camou- 
flage. Nine  o'clock  sharp  Friday  morn- 
ing we  flowed  through  the  revolving 
doors  of  the  downtown  Federal  Build- 
ing with  the  rest  of  the  suits  and  hung 
out  in  the  lobby,  studying  their  walks 
and  their  conversation.  At  twelve- 
thirty  we  slipped  into  their  special 
Federal  employee  cafeteria  and  picked 
up  more  conversational  tips.  I knew 
this  drag  well  from  having  been  in  sev- 
eral agencies  in  the  mid-sixties,  but  I 
was  in  some  danger  because  of  my  De- 
partment of  Defense  clearance. 

We  spent  the  entire  day  wan- 
dering the  halls  and  invading  their  of- 
fices with  our  briefcases,  engaging 
people  in  “Federal"  conversation. 
They  accepted  us  without  question  as 
being  members  of  their  clan. 

We  had  taken  a vow  between 
us  to  remain  in  drag  for  the  entire 


week,  regardless  of  the  consequences 
and  any  difficulties  we  might  encoun- 
ter. Some  of  us  shaved  our  legs  and 
chests  and  plucked  our  eyebrows  ev- 
ery day  and  literally  lived  in  drag  all 
week. 

At  the  time,  I made  a living 
wholesaling  my  essential  oils  to  head- 
shops.  Dressed  in  drag,  most  of  my  cli- 
ents thought  I was  some  broad  I had 
hired  to  do  my  deliveries  for  me.  Only 
two  people  spotted  the  charade,  Tony 
and  Eppie,  who've  known  me  for 
about  ten  years.  They  thought  it  was 
wonderful  fun. 

The  following  Thursday  we 
planned  a big  celebration.  This  was 
our  final  test.  Thursday  morning  we 
went  to  Universal  Studios  where  I 
worked,  and  took  the  tour.  We  started 
the  tour  in  impenetrable  disguise  and 
little  by  little  began  to  exaggerate, 
until,  by  the  time  we  got  to  the  com- 
missary, we  were  in  full  cartoon  femi- 
ninity. 

We  created  such  havoc!  And 
in  a filming  studio  where  there  are  cos- 
tumes everywhere  and  where  drag  is 
the  order  of  the  day,  we  created  havoc! 

I had  worked  with  Bill 
Shatner  on  an  episode  of  the  old  se- 
ries, Burke's  Law,  right  around  the 
time  we  worked  on  The  Name  of  the 
Game.  I dropped  into  the  chair  be- 
side him  in  the  studio  commissary. 
Poor  Bill  didn't  recognize  me  at  all  in 
drag.  He's  always  wondered  who  that 
rude  woman  at  the  commissary  table 
was!  I still  haven't  told  him  it  was  me. 

After  leaving  Universal  Stu- 
dios, we  drove  over  to  MGM,  to  see 
Freddie  Santinelli,  and  ended  up  in 
their  commissary.  Exactly  the  same 
thing  happened.  We  blew  the  place 
apart.  Our  experiment  over,  we  went 
home,  got  out  of  drag  and  that  was 
the  end  of  that. ..for  the  moment. 

In  all  of  this,  we  definitely  no- 
ticed that  people  felt  threatened  by 
men  cross-dressing,  even  though,  over 


the  past  few  generations,  women  have 
been  increasingly  dressing  in  male 
drag:  pants,  shirts  and  sensible  shoes. 
It  was  a social  scandal  in  the  1850s 
when  the  wife  of  a politician  wore 
pants.  Katherine  Hepburn  was  consid- 
ered quite  extravagant  for  wearing 
pants  ionmost  of  her  life.  In  spite  of 
international  acceptance  of  this  pre- 
viously outrageous  new  style,  a pre- 
cedent for  cross-dressing  has  not  been 
set.  It  is  still  very  upsetting  to  many 
people. 

(E.J.  Gold  resides  and  practices  in 
Northern  California  and  can  be  con- 
tacted via  s-mail  at  POB  370,  Nevada 
City  CA  95959,  ore-mail  mfa@oro.net.) 
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reply  that  a rational  consideration  of  such 
factors  dictates  that  gender  reassignment 
therapy  (which,  after  all,  is  (1)  rare,  and 
(2)  inexpensive  compared  to  other  more 
common  procedures)  should  be  covered, 
therefore  the  insurer's  allocation  is  irra- 
tional and  discriminatory.  And  so  on. 

Of  course,  if  you  had  the  funds 
to  wage  a protracted  dispute  with  your 
insurer,  you  likely  would  rather  spend 
them  on  medical  therapy  in  the  first 
place. 

As  always,  please  note  that  this 
article  is  legal  chat,  not  legal  advice.  Be- 
cause the  applicable  laws  differ  by  state, 
I can  do  little  more  than  highlight  a few 
problems  that  might  arise.  It  would  be 
foolish  of  you  to  rely  on  such  a general 
discussion  without  considering  the  spe- 
cific circumstances  involved  in  your  situ- 
ation and  the  manner  in  which  the  law 
of  your  state  applies  to  them. 

(Dana  Priesing,  JD,  serves  as  GenderPAC's  Congres- 
sional Advocacy  Coordinator.  Ms.  Priesing  can  be 
reached  via  this  magazine  or  at  733  1 5th  Street, 
N.W.,  Washington,  D C.  20005 ; (202)  347  3024. 
E-mail  Dpriesing@aol.com.) 
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In  the  end  our  love  had  done 
this  for  Gerald:  it  had  cured  him  of 
his  guilt.  Those  guilt  feelings  which 
had  almost  crushed  him.  Guilt  for 
being  different,  for  harboring  within 
him  a secret  person.  It  had  proved  to 
him  that  he  was  capable  of  giving  and 
receiving  love,  he  and  his  alter-ego. 

When  the  time  came  for  him 
to  leave  me  and  England,  he  left  for 
those  distant  shores  a happy  man. 
Gerald  no  longer  lived  in  terror  of 
doing  something  so  outrageous  and 
unacceptable  as  dressing  himself  in 
women's  clothing.  He  crossed  the  At- 
lantic impatient  to  start  a new  life 
brimful  with  promise.  And  so  he  had 
gone,  his  path  seemingly  assured,  the 
whole  world  his  oyster. 

And  so  it  proved  to  be. 
Gerald  has  managed  to  do  what  he  has 
always  wanted  to  do.  He  has  freed 
himself  from  dependence  on  working 
for  others  and  created  his  own  busi- 
ness empire.  Now  he  is  forever  on  the 
move — from  one  of  his  companies  to 
the  next,  each  one  situated  in  a dif- 
ferent part  of  the  globe.  Much  of  his 
time  is  spent  en  route,  a lot  of  it  above 
the  clouds.  There  he  is  free. 

(Monica  Jay  lives  in  England  where  she  con- 
sults with  the  Belmont  Trust  and  other  trans- 
gender organizations.  She  is  the  author  of 
the  book  Gerald/ine:  For  the  love  of  a trans- 
vestite— an  autobiographical  episode, 
filmed  as  Just  Like  A Woman,  with  Adrian 
Pasdur.) 
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cult.  Many  partners  simply  wish  the  prob- 
lem would  just  go  away.  Others  often  have 
earnest  questions  that  can  be  emotionally 
charged.  Is  my  spouse  gay?  No,  this  is  not  a 
matter  of  sexual  orientation.  Will  my  part- 
ner want  a sex  change  next?  Possibly,  how- 
ever the  vast  majority  of  CDs  are  happy  with 
their  original  gender.  Can't  he  just  keep  it 
closeted?  No,  denying  one's  personal  needs 
is  unhealthy  and  frequently  leads  to  addic- 
tions or  poor  relationships.  Why  should  I 
put  up  with  this?  Because  intimate  relation- 
ships are  supposed  to  be  friendships.  And, 
friends  learn  how  to  accept  each  other's  dif- 
ferences. 

The  letter  introducing  this  section 
comes  from  an  individual  who  is  quite  pos- 
sibly being  abused,  and  clearly  being  disre- 
spected and  taken  for  granted.  The  catalyst 
for  the  spouse's  behavior  appears  to  be  her 
husband's  crossdressing.  However,  I would 
not  be  at  all  surprised  if  the  relationship  had 
other  difficulties  that  need  discussing. 
Whether  it  be  with  crossdressing  or  another 
matter,  being  continually  told  how  to  lead 
one's  life  is  unfair  and  dictatorial.  This  is  par- 
ticularly so  when  it  happens  in  a relation- 
ship where  both  parties  look  to  ensure  that 
each  other's  needs  are  met.  Additionally, 
name-calling  has  no  place  in  healthy,  loving 
relationships.  Abusive  behavior  destroys 
lives  and  relationships,  and  I strongly  ad- 
vise anyone  who  feels  they  are  being  abused 
to  seek  professional  counseling  and  learn 
how  to  deal  with  it. 

Dear  Gianna: 

Hello , I am  a middle-aged  CD.  For 
my  entire  adult  life  I have  kept  my  private  life 
just  that,  private.  Two  or  three  times  a year  I 
visit  other  CDs  at  a discreet  suburban  home 
where  a group  of  us  have  met  for  dinner  for 
over  15  years.  This  past  meeting  was  our  last 


because  over  the  years  most  of  the  people  in 
our  group  have  joined  a local  support  organi- 
zation and  are  no  longer  living  in  the  closet.  I 
am  employed  in  a position  of  responsibility 
and  cannot  risk  being  seen  in  public.  I don't 
know  where  to  meet  others  for  discreet  visits. 
Do  you  have  any  suggestions ? 

Erika  J. 

Via  e-mail 

Dear  Erika: 

Earlier  in  this  article  I mentioned 
that  times  are  changing,  and  now  is  a great 
time  to  locate  resources  and  meet  new  trans- 
gendered  friends.  However,  for  some 
people,  doing  so  just  may  not  be  possible. 
After  all,  careers,  relationships  and  privacy 
are  important  concerns.  I do  however  ad- 
vise people  to  examine  their  needs  and  com- 
pare them  to  those  of  other  transgender  men 
and  women.  Ask  yourself  if  it  is  possible  to 
visit  a support  group  "en  drab,''  or  dressed 
in  male  attire.  Many  members  of  social  or- 
ganizations also  heavily  rely  on  discretion, 
so  they  are  sensitive  regarding  this  issue.  If 
visiting  or  joining  a support  group  is  not 
possible,  an  individual  might  consider  run- 
ning a personal  advertisement  under  an  as- 
sumed name.  Numerous  newspapers  across 
the  country  now  accept  advertising  from 
transgender  persons,  and  running  a per- 
sonal advertisement  allows  you  to  screen 
individuals  before  providing  them  your 
contact  information. 

a 1997  Gianna  E.  Israel 

(Gianna  E.  Israel  is  a gender-specializing  counselor  in 
private  practice  in  the  San  Francisco  area.  She  is  prin- 
cipal author  o/Recommended  Guidelines  for  Trans- 
gender Care,  a founding  AEGIS  board  member  and 
an  HBIGDA  member.  She  may  be  contacted  at  PO. 
Box 424447,  San  Francisco,  CA  94142,  (415)558-8058. 
Or  via  the  internet  at  Http:! /members. aol.com/ 
msgianna/transgender.html  or  via  e-mail  at 
Gianna@wco.com.) 
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"'Your  arms  are  too  muscular  to  wear  that. 
That  style  doesn't  look  good  on  you.'"  I felt 
like  I walked  into  a hornet's  nest.  I'm  sure 
no  genetic  female  would  get  attacked  if  she 
went  to  a book  club  or  women's  group  not 
looking  perfect  in  the  other  members'  eyes!" 
The  intensity  of  the  criticism  and  the  re- 
sponse that  it  provoked  leave  little  doubt 
that  this  was  not  "constructive  criticism." 

The  most  chilling  and  blatant  ex- 
ample of  transgender  transphobia  is  the  lack 
of  empathy  often  displayed  by  some  M2Fs 
towards  F2Ms  (referring  to  them  as  "little 
men  in  suits"),  or  the  "dissing"  of  CDs  by 
TSs  and  vice  versa.  How  often  have  we  heard 
that  the  TS  is  "just  a cross-dresser  seduced 
by  surgery"  or  the  CD  is  just  a "clueless 
TS"  or  a "guy  in  a dress,"  etc.  All  of  these 
attempts  to  pigeonhole  and  thereby  de- 
nounce others  are  divisive.  While  they  may 
seem  to  distance  the  self  from  people  with  a 
variety  of  unique  gender  expressions,  they 


are  ultimately  self-destructive.  Like  all  ego 
defense  mechanisms,  they  are  supposed  to 
protect  the  self,  but  they  fail  on  all  counts. 

The  attacks  and  bickering  within 
the  community  are  an  outward  manifesta- 
tion of  the  inner  conflicts  experienced  by 
many  individuals  within  the  group.  Sadly, 
it  is  nearly  impossible  to  command  respect 
from  the  world  at  large  when  so  little  self 
respect  and  respect  for  others  is  evident. 
When  a community  allows  for  differences, 
it  flourishes.  Just  like  a good  marriage  be- 
tween spouses,  mature  people  must  relin- 
quish the  fantasy  that  the  "other  person, 
to  be  lovable,  must  be  just  like  me."  The 
self  must  provide  a safe  and  loving  "home" 
for  all  its  different  human  expressions. 

No  growth  ever  comes  from  self- 
hatred.  Negative  energy  and  disdain  to- 
wards others  are  a psychological  boomer- 
ang. They  breed  a litany  of  self-destructive 
behaviors  such  as  drug  and  alcohol  abuse, 
high-risk  sex,  or  domestic  violence.  When 


the  projection  of  shame  and  guilt  onto  oth- 
ers doesn't  work,  and  the  self-hatred  bleeds 
through,  we  tend  to  "up  the  ante"  and  re- 
sort to  these  more  self-destructive  behav- 
iors that  temporarily  blind  us  to  our  real 
problem:  shame  and  lack  of  self-acceptance. 
If  this  dynamic  goes  on,  uninterrupted  by 
the  awareness  of  the  person,  a psychologi- 
cal crisis  or  actual  physical  illness  results. 

Only  when  one  becomes  aware  of 
their  splintered  state,  and  understands  that 
ridicule  of  others  is  self-defeating,  can  the 
process  of  true  empowerment  begin.  When 
a person  is  self-approving,  they  will  find 
their  anger  at  others  dissolving.  This  is  the 
first  step  of  authentic  "transitioning":  the 
transformation  that  takes  place  when  a 
whole,  compassionate  self  moves  toward 
triumphant  living. 

(Dr.  Randi  Ettner  is  a clinical  psychologist  and 
the  author  of  Confessions  of  a Gender  Defender.) 


Transgender  Tapestry 


47 


Last  Words: 


Brave  New  World 


Alison  Laing, 

Executive  Director  IFGE 

t was  a strange  set  of  coinci- 
dences that  brought  a young 
transsexual  “new"  man  into  the 
recovery  area  adjacent  to  a senior 
M2F  transgenderist  in  intensive 
care.  The  young  new  man  had 
just  undergone  a breast  reduction 
and  the  senior  TG  was  recover- 
ing from  a stroke.  As  I departed  after 
my  visit  with  both,  I took  one  last  look 
back  and  saw  the  tall  slim  figure  of  the 
M2F  TS  fiancee  holding  the  "new" 
man's  hands  and  the  M2F  TG  in  "her" 
room  where  the  name  on  the  door  had 
been  corrected  to  show  her  chosen 
name.  The  caring  staff  of  that  hospital 
was  obviously  accepting  them  as  they 
were.  But  what  about  the  rest  of  the 
world? 

In  our  working  with  national 
and  local  educational  and  support 
groups,  we  have  been  doing  all  we  can 
to  encourage  TG  folk  to  accept  them- 
selves and  to  feel  comfortable  about  go- 


ing out  and  even  transitioning  if  they 
must.  We  have  essentially  been  open- 
ing the  doors  to  closets  and  welcom- 
ing our  brothers  and  sisters  to  join  us 
in  the  Transgender  community.  And 
in  most  cases  they  feel  welcome  and 
accepted.  But  what  about  the  rest  of 
the  world? 

In  spite  of  the  efforts  to  edu- 
cate and  influence  the  legislative 
branches  of  local  and  national  govern- 
ment, there  have  been  few  laws  en- 
acted that  will  protect  the  rights  of 
Transgender  people.  But  fortunately, 
enlightened  corporations  as  well  as 
academia,  are  striving  to  do  their  best 
to  work  out  acceptable  conditions  for 
people  who  transition  on  the  job.  But 
what  about  the  rest  of  the  world? 

When  I recently  attended  a 
peaceful  demonstration  and  press 
conference  on  the  day  of  the  sentenc- 
ing of  the  confessed  murderer,  who 
had  been  found  guilty  of  only  assault 
and  battery,  of  a transsexual  minor- 
ity person,  several  people  asked, 
"Why  did  you  do  that?  'We'  have 
nothing  in  common  with  those  folks." 
I was  reminded  that  perhaps  being  a 
transgendered  person  probably  was 
the  main  cause  of  her  murder.  That 
while  many  of  us  now  feel  comfort- 
able going  about  our  business  in  our 
chosen  gender,  going  wherever  we 
want  to,  whenever  we  want  to  and 
tend  to  forget  that  while  most  people 
either  are  accepting  or  just  do  not  care 
about  us,  what  about  some  of  the  rest 
of  the  world?  Whether  we  are  full 
time  in  our  presentation  or  a week- 
end crossdresser,  we  are  vulnerable, 
and  potential  victims  of  violence  from 
those  who  hate  our  very  existence. 
And  when  a confessed  murderer  can 
get  away  with  killing  any  one  of  us, 
we  know  we  still  have  a long  way  to 
g°- 

While  the  actions  of  indi- 


viduals who  choose  to  transition  may 
seem  foolhardy  to  some  of  us,  we  can 
not  necessarily  fully  understand  their 
motivation,  or  the  intensity  of  their 
need  to  do  so.  But  let  me  say  that 
among  the  attributes  of  those  who 
must  "come  out,"  there  is  at  least  a 
good  deal  of  bravery.  They  include 
doctors,  lawyers,  professors,  minis- 
ters and  system  analysts,  well  as  ma- 
chinists, baggage  handlers,  artists 
and  pizza  delivery  persons.  One  of 
the  articles  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of 
Transgender  presents  100  of  these 
brave  people  who  are  out  and  proud. 
I have  personally  been  witness  to  the 
bravery  it  has  taken  for  many  of  these 
people  to  fulfill  this  life  objective. 
While  some  have  expressed  regrets, 
and  acknowledge  the  cost  that  they 
had  to  pay,  few  would  go  back  to 
where  they  were.  While  many  of  us 
are  working  hard  in  our  tasks  of  edu- 
cation and  political  advocacy,  these 
"Out  and  Proud"  individuals  are  liv- 
ing examples  to  most  all  with  whom 
they  come  in  contact.  Make  no  mis- 
take, we  must  all  still  continue,  and 
if  possible,  redouble  our  efforts  to  in- 
crease social  awareness  and  accep- 
tance of  transgender  people  by  edu- 
cation and  political  advocacy  and  to 
win  the  rights  in  the  legislatures  and 
halls  of  justice  throughout  our  land 
and  indeed  the  whole  world.  But 
these  brave,  "Out  and  Proud"  folks 
are  the  icebreakers  of  the  Gender 
Freedom  movement. 

Transcending  gender  may  be 
the  last  of  the  social  phenomena  that 
civilized  cultures  must  deal  with.  The 
barriers  that  hold  back  the  freedom 
of  gender  expression  for  all  of  us  must 
come  down.  There  is  much  work  to 
be  done  before  this  can,  and  will 
someday,  happen.  Be  willing  to  help 
in  any  way  you  can  to  bring  about 
this  Brave  New  World. 
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3rd  Annual 

FTM  Conference  of  the  Americas 
August  8,9, 10th,  1997 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Michael  Kirk  and  Mykael  Hawley  invite  you  to  join  Leslie  Feinberg, 
and  the  Hero's  Journey  Conference  Committee  for  2 1 /2  days  of  workshops, 
presentations,community  building,and  partying  for  all  FTMs,their  partners, families  and  friends. 

Registration  Fees  per  person: 

$60  postmarked  on  or  before  July  1 and  July  31 
$75  postmarked  on  or  after  July  31  or  at  the  door 

For  Information:  Call:  61 7-899-2212  or  Write:  PO.  Box  229, Waltham,  MA  02254-0229 

E-mail  IFGE@worldnet.att.net 

See  Registration  Form  In  The  Directory  of  Organizations  Section 
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